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Leaders agree there are too many weapons

RUSSIA, from Page 1

new ground and to improve relations
that are already good,” Fleischer said.

Bothleadersaffirmed Tuesday they
had too many nuclear weapons. Both
spoke of slashing their arsenals of
long-range warheads to about one-
third the current size. Bush prefersan
informal arrangement; Putin prefersa
traditional arms control accord.

But both also aresignaling they are
flexible, giving every indication that
procedurewill not block theirintent to
do away with thousands of nuclear

weapons.

Bush, who took the first step at a
White House news conference after
meeting with Putin for three hoursin
theOval Office, said hisproposal to set
anew U.S. ceiling of 1,700 to 2,200
long-range warheads over the next
decade was “fully consistent with
American security.”

“The current levels of our nuclear
forces do not reflect today’s strategic
realities,” hesaid beforeleavingfor his
homein Crawford, Texas.

Putin matched himin aspeechlater
at the Russian Embassy.

“Security is created not by piles of
metal or weapons,” Putin said. “It is
created by political will of people, na-
tion-state and their |eaders.”

So, the Russian president said, in
light of anew andwarm U.S.-Russian
relationship, Russia can afford to re-
duceitsarsenal to one-third or less.

The United States now has about
7,000 intercontinental -range nuclear
warheads and Russia about 5,800.

Still, Putin said, he preferred codi-
fying the reductions in formal agree-
ments. “ Theworld isfar from having
international relationsbased solely on

County invited to join
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week, on Monday, Nov. 26.

Commissioner Frankenfeld re-
ported on the meeting he attended in
L eoti on Wednesday, and said that the
group hadinvited Sherman County be
part of the program.

He said the regional group would
possibly include Greeley, Hamilton,
Kearny, Logan, Scott and Wichita
counties and that thiswould be about
21,000 in population base to support
the business devel opment program.

Theplanisto createaregional pro-
posal to be submitted to the Kansas
Department of Commerceand Devel-
opment for a“ special enterprisefacili-
tationgrant.” Thestateandwill pay for
two-thirdsof thetotal cost over athree-
year period.

Frankenfeld said there would need
tobeanintergovernmental agreement,
and the county would have to commit

to spending about $5,000 ayear.

Frankenfeld madethemotionto pur-
sue the project, and Rasure seconded
themotion. Commissioner Tiedemade
it unanimous.

Thenext stepwill beto get adraft of
an intergovernmental agreement, and
determine what support information
may be needed as part of the regional
proposal tobesubmitted tothestateby
Dec. 19.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby told
thecommissionersthepreparationfor
the property tax sale is moving for-
ward, and she was hoping to hold the
salein December.

County Treasurer Shelby Miller said
she did not believe there would be
enoughtimeto holdthesaleat theend
of December becauseof theChristmas
and New Years holidays.

Selby said the next step will be to
hire anindependent contractor to pro-
videthepersonal serviceof thetax sale

notices, and that she hasapersonwho
iswillingtohandlethis. Shesaidthere
must be atime for response after the
peoplehavebeen served withthefinal
notice.

Shesaid shewill be holding ameet-
ingwith Miller, Terry Ballard, county
assessor and Rumpel toreview thelist-
ing and create amap of the properties
being listed for sale.

Miller said anumber of peoplewho
owetaxeshavebeenin, and somehave
paid up al the taxes they owe while
others have only paid a minimum to
keep them out of thetax sale.

“Thiswill go smoother next year,”
Selby said. “ [twill bemorecurrent, and
thelist canbedetermined after thefirst
Tuesday in September.”

The commissioners suggested the
goal should beto have the sale by the
end of January. Both Selby and Miller
saidthey feltthat wasagoodtime, and
would work for that.

Karnal bunt spread uncertain

WICHITA (AP)—Monthsafter the
first confirmed cases of Karnal bunt
werefound in northern Texas, it's not
clear whether thesporeshavetravel ed
into the U.S. wheat belt.

Samplesfromthetopwheat-produc-
ing states have shown no evidence of
the damaging fungus so far. But any
sporesinfieldsnow would bedormant
until the plants start to flower, mean-
ingthey wouldn’tturnupuntil the2002
harvest.

Meanwhile, some agriculture offi-
cials are concerned about a sharp
dropoff inOklahomaingrainelevators
submitting samplestobetestedfor the

dia, arrived in the United States in
1996, whenitwasfoundinArizonaand
Cdlifornia. Thenext year it wasfound
in Texas.

About 8,000 acreswere infected in
Arizona, Californiaand the San Saba
area of Texas until the discovery last
summer of the first cases in
Throckmorton, Young, Archer and
Baylor countiesin Texas. The USDA
has since quarantined 400,000 wheat
acres in north Texas after finding 17
fields containing the disease, said
HalliePickhardt, spokeswomanfor the
USDA'sAnimal and Plant Inspection

Service.

BecauseKarnal bunt wasnot found
until harvest had begun, the agency
was unable to determine how many
acres were infested because the crop
had already been shipped, shesaid.

That means the USDA must wait
until the 2002 wheat crop isharvested
beforeit canmeasuretheinfected acre-
age, and perhaps|oosen regulation of
non-infected acres.

Meanwhile, millions of bushels of
Karnal bunt-infected wheat remainsin
storage as elevators and the govern-
ment scrambl esto decide what to do.
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trust, unfortunately,” he said.

And Russian Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov said Russiawould keep push-
ing for aformal agreement. “ To make
itmorereliable, weneedtoputitdown
inatreaty,” he said. “It doesn't mean
we distrust anyone. Just the opposite.
It would consolidate and boost our re-
lations.”

Bush, ontheother hand, said he saw
no need for “endless hours’ of nego-
tiations.

But bothleaderssignaled their will-
ingnessto compromise.

Swinging adeal on anti-missilede-
fensesislikely to be moredifficult.

Senior administration officialstold
TheAssociated Pressthey did not ex-
pect an agreement on missiledefenses
beforethe summit talksend Thursday
inTexas.

Bush wantsto go ahead with atest-
ing programthat inevitably will runup
against the prohibitions of the 1972
Anti-Ballistic Missiletreaty.

Putin, who considers the treaty a
cornerstone of armscontrol, said “the

position of Russia remains un-
changed.”

Evenso, thereapparently isroomfor
bargaining, if not thisweek thenwhen
Bush goes to Moscow, possibly in
January.

“Let’slook together at what testsyou
need,” lvanov said. “If suchtestsdon’t
violate the treaty, why discard it? We
don’t think that theABM treaty isout-
dated.”

If they were at a dead end, Bush
likely would assert the right to with-
draw fromthetreaty. Butasenior U.S.
official, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said the president would not
take that final step during the current
talks.

Bush hopesto persuade Putinto al -
low the United Statesto proceed with
research and devel opment of amissile
shield without declaring the work a
violation of the 1972 pact.

Inexchange, Bushpromised Putinto
keep Russiainformed of thetests. U.S.
officials said the proposal would give
both men what they want: Bush could

begin developing amissile shield and
Putin could tell hispublic that he kept
theABM intact.

Finding common ground in other
areas, thetwoleadersformalized ase-
ries of agreements to combat
bioterrorism, bolster the Russian
economy, battlemoney laundering that
finances terrorism and strengthen
Russia stiestoNATO—the 19-mem-
ber military allianceformedto counter
Moscow inthe Cold War.

Meanwhile, the Council for a Liv-
ableWorld, aprivategroup that advo-
cates arms control, said Bush's deci-
siontoreducethe U.S. arsenal was“e
goodfirst stepthat hasbeenalongtime
in coming.”

But, the Council said, thereneedsto
be verification, counting rules and a
procedure for dismantling the retired
weapons.

“President Bush may be ableto see
into President Putin’ssoul, but today’s
verbal agreement can become
tomorrow’s misunderstanding,” the
Council said in astatement.
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home, or out of Starbucks. He runs
into alot of authors at Starbucks,
Gardiner said, because it's a popu-
lar placeto write.

“You can write anywhere,” the
author said, “ aslong asyou havethe
discipline.”

And at Starbucks, he added, the
caffeine helps.

Heismarried and hasthreedaugh-
ters, ages 18, 19 and 20. Two of his
daughters are published authors.

Gardiner spokeat North Elemen-
tary and Central Elementary today

Writing can be done anywhere

as part of National Children’s Book
Week. Thefeefor thesetalkswaspaid
by agrant fromWal-Mart, Smith said,

Gardiner spent Monday and Tues-
day at Colby Grade School, he said,
and will go to Brewster and Herndon
this afternoon.

Hewill beat schoolsin Rexfordand
Hoxiethisweek aswell.

Theelementary school shaveactivi-
ties planned for the week, Librarian
Marcia Smith said, including aposter
contest andtheReadingisFUNdamen-
tal Program.

For the poster contest, Smith said,

thestudentswereaskedtoillustrate
a part of Gardiner’s Stone Fox.
Michael L edesmawonthecontest at
North Elementary and received an
autographed copy of the book, and
Gardiner signed his poster as well.
DaneFrazier wonthecontest at Cen-
tral.

Thereading programisanational
effort, Smithsaid, whichgivesthree
free books per year to each student
at elementary schoolsto encourage
themto build their own library.

Thebooksarebeing givento stu-
dentsat theCentral library Thursday
afternoon and Friday morning.

Max Jones Fieldhouse and
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Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2001
PARADE 4 PM.

"SPY KIDS"

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2001
STORE TOURS: 12 - 4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.
"AIR BUD 2: GOLDEN RECEIVER"

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2001
STORE TOURS: 12 - 4:00 PM
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.
"PAULIE"

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2001
STORE TOURS: 12 - 4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.
"GALAXY QUEST"

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2001
STORE TOURS: 12 - 4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1-1:30 & 3- 3:30 PM.
"SHREK"

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2001
STORE TOURS: 12-4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.

Enjoy the Holiday Craft Fairs

CHILDRENSVISIT - SCHNEIDER BLDG. 4:30
MATINEE 1:30 PM. - SHERMAN THEATRE

The Good LifeHoliday Celebration...
"Theway It used to be"

VFW Hall

Holiday Parade - Main Street - 4 p.m.
Street Decor ation | llumination

"SPY KIDS"

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2001
STORE TOURS: 1 - 4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.
"AIR BUD 2: GOLDEN RECEIVER"

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2001
STORE TOURS: 1 - 4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.

"PAULIE"

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2001
STORE TOURS 1 - 4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.
"GALAXY QUEST"

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2001
STORE TOURS: 1 - 4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.

"SHREK"

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2001

STORE TOURS: 1 - 4:00 PM.

THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM

"HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS®

"HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS'
Santa will visit in the eveningsfrom 5 - 7 p.m., December 17 - 21
Sponsored by Goodland Area Chamber of Commerce
Business Promotion & Participating Businesses.

Holiday Opening Celebration
Saturday, November 17, 2001
Holiday Reception & Entertainment

3 p.m. -5 p.m. - Schneider's Building
(Corner of 11th & Main)

HOLIDAY OPENING

CELEBRATION

“The Good Life Christmas
The way it used to be”
Reception & Entertainment

Schneider Building 11th & Main
Sponsored by Goodland Ambassadors Club

FREE Movie Matinee
Saturday & Sunday
November 17-18 - 1:30 p.m.

SANTA SCHEDULE 2001
GOODLAND, KANSAS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2001
STORE TOURS: 1 - 4:00 PM.
THEATRE: 1- 1:30 & 3-3:30 PM.




