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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:29 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:36 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:29 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 47 degrees
* Humidity 41 percent
« Sky sunny
* Winds west 9 mph
+ Barometer 30.44 inches

and falling
* Record High 80° (1996)
* Record Low 4° (1937)

Last 24 Hours*
52°
32°

High
Low
Precipitation

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly cloudy, low in mid
20s, winds becoming calm. Tomor-
row: partly sunny, high in the lower
60s, light west winds.

Extended Forecast
Wednesday partly sunny, high in
the 60s, low in the upper 20s. Thurs-
day partly cloudy, high near 50. Fri-
day, partly cloudy, lows in the mid 20s
and highs in the upper 40s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.64 bushel
Posted county price — $2.60
Loan deficiency payment — 0¢
Corn — $2.01 bushel
Posted county price — $1.84
Loan deficiency payment — 15¢
Milo — $1.71 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.79 bushel
Posted county price — $3.88
Loan deficiency payment — $1.04
Millet — $3.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.30 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.41
Confection current — Ask
Pinto beans — $19 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Loyalists stop
Taliban route

KABUL, Afghanistan — The
NorthernAlliancetoday tightened
itssiegeonthelast Talibanbastion
in the north, Kunduz, where for-
eign fighters loyal to Osamabin
Ladenreportedly werepreventing
aTaliban surrender.

Meanwhile, four international
journalistswerefeared dead after
gunmenambushedtheir convoyin
eastern Afghanistan.

The alliance asked the United
Nations to find representatives
from Afghanistan’s majority
Pashtun ethnic group with whom
itsleaderscannegotiateover anew
government. A conference be-
tween all Afghan factionswas set
tobeginNov. 24in Germany, most
likely Berlin, a Pakistani diplo-
matic source, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said.

Therewasnoimmediateconfir-
mation of thedateand venueof the
conference.

Lawmakers plan day for farm talk

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News
A group of lawmakerswho united in 1999 to
help struggling Kansas farmers are holding a
roundtable discussion on Tuesday in Topekato
talk about agriculture and economic devel op-
ment problemsinthestateand| ook for solutions.
Sen. Stan Clark, an Oakley Republican who
helped form the Family Farm Coalition, said
farmers, rural businessmen and all Kansansare
invitedtoshareopinionsand hear expertsonfarm
law and policy and rural economies speak. He

will feature Dr. Neil Harl, aprofessor
of agriculture and economics from
lowa State University.

Clark said Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrer,
whoalsoissecretary of commerceand
housing, had plannedtotalk about the
state's drooping rural economy and
how to giveit aboost, but hassaid he
can't makeit. Hesaid the coalitionis
hoping Ned Webb, the director of the
state Community Development Divi-
sion, will take Sherrer’splace.

Stan Clark

and is director of the Mid-AmericaAg

Network, will be the discussion mod-
erator. Until he cut back his operation,
Steckline owned radio stations in this
area.

The senator said Dr. Harl, the direc-
tor of the Center for International Agri-
cultural Financeand oneof thenation’s
leading experts on agriculturelaw and
policy, will share hisideas on the new
farm bill Congressisworking tofinish
and onforming aglobal food and farm

farmers compete with large farm corporations.

Besideseducating farmersand other Kansans,
Clark said, thediscussion’ spurposeisto bring ru-
ral and agriculture problems into the spotlight
becausetheweak farm economy iskilling small
towns.

“It'stimefor rural issuesto rise to the fore-
front,” hesaid, notingthat thediscussionwill help
legislators form ideas for new laws, which the
coalition will present to the state L egislature on
Wednesday, Dec. 12.

DonnTeske, thepresident of theK ansasFarm-

saidthediscussionwill startat 10a.m.intheOld
Supreme Court room of the Kansas Capitol and

The senator said Larry Steckline, anorthwest  policy. He will discuss problems with contract
Kansasnativewhofarmsin south central Kansas farming, Clark said, and solutionsto help family

Fairs attract
vendors,
shoppers

Rebeca Hageman (above),
owner of Rebeca’s Recipe Rem-
edies, wrote a receipt for a cus-
tomer atthe We Did It craft fair on
Saturday while her daughter
Rachel, 6, watched. The annual
fair was held at the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Hall on Main Av-
enue. Across town, Jessie
Owens (left), Goodland, browsed
atthe annual Nu Phi Mu craft fair
on Saturday at the Max Jones
Fieldhouse. The fairs give area
vendors achance to show offtheir
wares and shoppers a jump on
Christmas gifts.

Photos by Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

A 1953 Beechcrafttwinengineplane
had to belifted off the ground with air
cushions after the landing gear col-
lapsed Saturday after alanding here.

About 2:30 p.m. Saturday, theplane
landed at Renner Field and wasround-
ing a curve in the runway when the
landing gear collapsed, causing the
planeto do abelly flop onto the grass
between runways.

Only two people were on the plane,
thepilot and co-pilot, and they werenot
injured. They said they were on their
way to Boise, Idaho, and stopped in
Goodland for fuel.

The men wouldn’t say much else
about theflight asthey off |oaded suit-
cases and containers from the plane.
They did ask how they might get to
Denver.

Several people gathered towatch as
Don Kleine, owner of Kleine Motor
Co., and his crew began the recovery
process.

“Thisisaspecialty job that doesn’t
come along often,” Kleine said, “but
when it does, the customer is aways
glad the proper equipment is avail -
able.”

A wrecker wasstationed at eachend
of theplaneand strapswereattachedto
thewreckers, Kleinesaid, and secured
around thetip and thetail of the plane
tostahilizeit.

Bright orange air cushions were
placed under each of the wings and
pumped full of air to lift the plane off
theground. Thisisdonetolifttheplane
gently, Kleine said, to minimize the
damage.

After the plane was off the ground,
hesaid, theplanwasto put thelanding

gear downandroll theplanetothehan-
gar to be fixed. But the landing gear
would not work, requiring “Plan B” to
beimplemented.

A trailer wasbacked under theplane
and the plane was secured on it to be
carried to the hangar.

The process was not complete until
after 7 p.m.

KleineisbasedinBurlington, but has
a shop next to the Corner Garage on
BusinessU.S. 24 in Goodland.

Heistrained for recovery work,
Kleine said, and has worked for 12
yearswith ChrisLang.

They have used the air cushionsto
right a semi-trailer that had cargo on
board that had to be moved carefully,
hesaid.

Kleinesaidhealsoistrainedfor haz-
ardousmaterialsremoval, andhasdone
recoveriesinvolving hazardousspills.

See FARMING, Page 4

City to pass on
new tipping fee

TheGoodland City Commissionwill
vote on an ordinance establishing a
monthly chargefor the county’ swaste
tipping fee at itsregular meeting at 5
p.m. today.

The Sherman County Commission
setthetipping feeat $32 per tonfor the
city. Now the city commission hasto
decide how much to charge customers
inthecity to recover the expense.

The ordinance calls for a $3.25 per
month charge — $39 per year — for
residential customers, City Manager

Ron Pickman said, and $2.10 per col-
lection per container for commercial
customers.

Thecounty ischarging thefeetore-
cover thecost of puttinginanew land-
fill and to discourage excessive use of
the facility, making it last longer. The
county commission hassaid it will re-
duce the $150 trash fee homeowners
pay eachyear ontheir property taxesin
return for establishing thetipping fee.
Thatwon’t happenuntil nextyear, how-
ever.

President working
to make flying safe

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Bush signed a bill today to put the
nation’s airport baggage screeners on
thefederal payroll, part of an effort to
enhanceairlinesafety andreassurepas-
sengersthe skiesare safe 10 weeks af -
ter the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

“For our airways, thereis one su-
preme priority — security,” Bush said
inaceremony at Reagan National Air-
port that coincided with the beginning
of thebusy holiday travel season. “ For
thefirst time, airport security will be-
comeadirect federal responsibility.”

Thelegidation— the subject of po-
litical wrangling— wasthelatestina
series of steps the government has
takentotighten safety intheskies. Ad-
ditional air marshals have been as-
signed to flightsin greater numbers;
airline companies have strengthened
cockpit doorsand membersof the Na-
tional Guard now patrol many of the
nation’sairports.

Themeasurerequiresairportsto ex-

pand inspections of checked baggage,
and expl osive detection systemsareto
bein placeby theend of next year. The
Transportation Department may autho-
rizepilotsto haveweaponsinthecock-
pit of their planes.

To finance the security improve-
ments, passengers will be charged &
$2.50fee each timethey board aplane
for aflight, up to $5 per trip.

Congressbeganwork onthemeasure
not long after the Sept. 11 suicide
hijackingsthat killed thousandsin New
York, Washington and Pennsylvania.

Final passagewasdel ayedfor weeks,
though, in a partisan struggle over the
status of baggage screeners. The Sen-
ate voted 100-0 for legislation putting
themonthefederal payrolls, but House
Republicans opposed to an expansion
of the government work force dug in
their heel sandwon passageof abill that
wouldhavelefttheminprivatecompa-

See FLYING, Page 4

School board meets
to hear staff problem

The Goodland School Board wasto
hold aspecial meeting at noontoday to
discussapersonnel problemand Super-
intendent Marvin Selby said hedidn’t
expect membersto take any action.

Sel by saidmost of themeetingwould
beheld behind cl osed doorsbecausethe

boardisallowed to discussteachersor
other employeesin private. Thesuper-
intendent said he would be giving the
boardinformation ontheproblemdur-
ing the closed session and they
wouldn’thavemuchtotalk aboutinthe
open.

Plane does belly flop at airport; pilot, passenger not injured

Recovery specialists strapped a 1953 Beechcraft plane into place and
used air cushions under the wings to lift the plane off the ground and onto
atrailer. The small twin-engine plane ended up onits belly after the land-

ing gear failed Saturday at Renner Field.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News



