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Steve West (left), president of the Goodland Area Chamber of Com-

merce, talked with John Garcia, a member of the steering committee
trying to start a cooperative grocery in Goodland, on Tuesday about
plans for the store. Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

FIinding manager spurs project
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formedtofindinvestorsand openthe
cooperative.

After Gouker, who manages afood
brokerage which sells to grocery
stores, agreed to get on board, West
said, the project started sprinting for-
ward.

He said a group from here met
Gouker and his wife in Mount Ayr,
lowa, acity similarto Goodlandwhere
residentsownasuccessful cooperative
grocery.

“We wanted to get an ideaiif it was
working in another community,” he
said.

West said the cooperativewas mak-
ingaprofit despitehaving competition
fromanother store, whichwasnotina
Wal-Mart.

It was a good comparison, he said,
adding that the group returned with a
bunch of ideas and confident that a
cooperative could work here.

John Garcia, owner of Garcia's
HomeFurnishingsand asteering com-

mitteemember, saidthegrocery, which
wouldopenintheold Jubileebuilding,
will offer services and products Wal-
Mart doesn’t. He said the committee
has discussed having a meat market,
deli and bakery in the store and offer-
ing acarry-out service.

“I"'mvery excited,” hesaid. “ It will
be atop-notch grocery store.”

West said the first step is seeing if
peopl ein Sherman County will feel the
same.

That'swhy thecommitteeisholding
meetingson Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday at 7 p.m. at the Goodland
High School auditorium, he said, to
explainhow thecooperativewill work,
answer questions and find investors.

West said it should be a good deal
and a“win-win” situation for inves-
tors.

Thecommitteefigures$1.2 million
should cover remodeling, inventory
and other startup costs, hesaid, andis
looking for 500 families to invest
$2,000 each for atotal of $1 million.
Hesaid they will ask companiestoin-

vest at ahigher level to make up the
remaining $200,000.

The store would be open to every-
one, West said, butinvestorswould be
considered membersand would bere-
funded part of themoney they spent on
groceries.

“The more you shop, the more you
get,” he said, noting that members
would also receive a dividend at the
end of theyear for their investment.

Of course, he said, the store would
needtoturnaprofit beforeany money
was handed out, but he added that the
committee doesn’t think that will bea
problem.

First, he said, Gouker is well-edu-
cated, hasworkedinall jobsinthegro-
cery business and is experienced at
running a business. He noted that the
committeefiguresat |east 500families
will shop at the store.

Garcia said the grocery survey
showed that the average householdin
the Sherman County areaspends$347
amonth on groceries, which equals
more than $4,000 a year. That means

500familieswoul d spend morethan $2
millionat thestoreeachyear if they did
all of their shopping there.

West saidthestorewill domorethan
give peopleanother placeto buy food.

“It will draw more people down-
town,” hesaid, noting that thegrocery
will create 25 to 30 full and part-time
jobsfor anestimated annual payroll of
$400,000.

The committee hascirculated thou-
sands of pamphlets announcing their
plansandthemeetings, and Garciasaid
theresponse hasbeen positive, assev-
eral peoplehavestopped by hisdown-
town businessto ask questions or say
they want to give money.

“We already have alist of people
willingtoinvest,” West said.

Garciasaidit couldleadto other eco-
nomic devel opment proj ectsin Good-
land.

“This could motivate the commu-
nity intoexploring other ventures,” he
said.

But first thingsfirst.

“I think it will work,” West said.

Recycling container cost discussed by commissioners
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ment just stateswhat the city isdoing.
Theremay still beanother site, hesaid,
that thecounty will beresponsiblefor.

Butwhat if theprogramgrows?Who
will pay for theadditional containers?

Probably the city, Commissioner
Curtis Hurd said, since they have to
buy the containersto start with.

None of the commissioners was

happy about this, but all seemed to
agree that recycling is needed in the
city and all hoped the solid waste tip-
ping feewould bereduced if therecy-
clingisimplemented.

The county recently approved
charging thecity $32 per tonasa“tip-
ping fee” for solid waste taken to the
landfill. The city commission ap-
proved an ordinance Monday to take
effectivein January passingthecoston

to customers at a rate of $3.25 per
month for residential collection and
$2.10 per container per collection for
commercial sites.

Thecommissionershopedrecycling
would reduce the tonage taken to the
landfill andthusreducethetippingfee.

The items to be recycled will be
newspaper, paper, office paper, clear
glass, brown glass and aluminum and
steel cans.

The proposal was approved on a3-
1 vote with Commissioner Chuck
L utters absent and Mayor Tom Rohr
voting against it. The mayor said the
city doesnot havethemoney budgeted
topay for thecost of therecycling con-
tainers.

Theproposal callsforthecity tosup-
ply containersfor aminimum of three
siteswithin the city and to be respon-
sible for the maintenance and upkeep

Chinacloses Internet barsfor falluretoblock sites

ap news capsules

By Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

SHANGHAI, China— Chineseau-
thorities have shut down more than
17,0001 nternet barsfor failingtoblock
Web sites considered subversive or
pornographic, a state-run newspaper
reported.

The closures came during anation-
widesweep of China s94,000 Internet
bars that was launched in April, the
Shanghai-based WenHui Baoreported
Tuesday.

Called“wangba’ inMandarin Chi-
nese, most I nternet barshereare noth-
ingmorethandimly lit one-roomshops
with adozen personal computers.

They arenow foundina most every
Chinese city and even large villages.
Almost 27 million of China's 1.3 bil-
lion peoplenow log on, upfrom4 mil-
lion just two years ago, according to
government figures.

Of current users, about 4.5 million
rely onlnternet bars, theWenHui Bao
said.

Only about half thenation’sInternet
bars have installed all the necessary
softwareto block restricted Web sites
and keep record of user activities, the
report said.

In addition to the 17,488 Internet
bars shut down, another 28,000 were
orderedtoinstall monitoring software
soon, it said. The software was re-
quired aspart of regulationsissued by
Beijing last year aimed at controlling
the Internet’suse.

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia—
King Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah,
whowasel ected under Malaysia' sun-
usual royal rotation system, diedtoday
after weeks of complications follow-
ing heart surgery. Hewas 75.

SalahuddindiedinKualaLumpur’s
Gleneagles private hospital at 11:57
a.m., Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad said.

Theking in Malaysia holds mostly
ceremonial powers, and Salahuddin’'s
death doesnot affect thefunctioning of
the government.

Salahuddin assumed the throne in
1999 under a rotation system that
choosestheconstitutional monarch by
secret ballot among the sultans of
Malaysia sninestates. Salahuddinwas
also sultan of Malaysia's Selangor
state. Each sultantakesafive-year turn
as monarch of this Southeast Asian
nation.

If a monarch dies in office, the
deputy king stepsin until the sultans
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meet tochooseanew monarch. Inthree
previouscaseswheretheking hasdied
inoffice, including Salahuddin’sfather
in 1960, the No. 2 has been elected as
the new king.

Terengganu state’'s sultan, Mizan
Zainal Abidin, has been acting king
since Salahuddin was hospitalized in
early October for heart surgery.

NATIONAL

PORTLAND, Ore.— Thenation’s
only physician-assisted suicide law
will remain in effect while Oregon
battlesthefederal Justice Department
over the future of thelaw, ajudge has
ruled.

After afour-hour court hearing
Tuesday, U.S. District Judge Robert
Jones extended his Nov. 8 temporary
restraining order preventing Attorney
General John Ashcroft from disman-
tling the Oregon law.

The ruling extends the restraining
order for uptofivemonthswhileattor-
neys prepare arguments in Oregon’s
case against the Justice Department.

Thestate hasasked Jonesto perma-
nently block an order by Ashcroft, is-
sued Nov. 6, prohibiting doctorsfrom
prescribing lethal doses of federally
controlled drugs to terminally ill pa-
tients.

SteveBushong, an Oregon assistant
attorney general, argued that A shcroft
went far beyond interpreting federal
drug law when heissued the order.

SEATTLE — In adeal one critic
deridedas” pathetic,” Microsoft Corp.
will give more than 12,500 of the
nation’s poorest schools $1 billionin
computer services and cash to settle
private antitrust lawsuits against the
software giant.

Theproposed settlement announced
Tuesday would bringanendto dozens

of class-action lawsuits filed by indi-
viduals who allege Microsoft abused
its monopoly power in the software
market and overcharged millions of
computer buyers. The lawsuits are
separatefromantitrust suitsbrought by
states and the federal government.

Theproposed settlement woul d pay
for teacher training, technical support,
refurbished computers and copies of
Microsoft’s most popular software,
such as Windows and Office. The
money would be disbursed over five
yearstotheschools, which serveabout
7 million children, company spokes-
man Matt Pillasaid.

“It's pathetic and a sweetheart deal
for Microsoft,” said Daniel Furniss,
lead counsel for plaintiffsin Califor-
nia.

Microsoft wouldadmit nowrongdo-
ing under the settlement, which must
be approved by U.S. District Judge J.
Frederick Motz in Baltimore. A hear-
ing was scheduled for Nov. 27.

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Republi-
canseasily held onto acongressional
seatinaGOP stronghold asan optom-
etrist with little political experience
defeated a28-year-old statelegislator
to fill a slot opened when Asa
Hutchinson became the nation’s drug
czar.

The unofficial tally showed alight
voter turnout intherare holiday-week
election Tuesday, with Republican
John Boozmantaking 56 percent of the
vote, or 52,894 votes. Hisnearest chal -
lenger, Democrat Mike Hathorn, had
42 percent, or 40,137 votes.

“We're anxious to get to Washing-
ton to support President Bush,”
Boozman, 50, said in his victory
speech Tuesday night.

“We're going to work on issues
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we' veta ked about, aprescriptiondrug
benefit for seniors, the high cost of
health care. Security istopsonthelist,”
hesaid.

Boozman will serve the remaining
13 months of Hutchinson's term.
Hutchinson resigned this summer to
head the U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — After aweek of
dramaticmilitary gainsinAfghanistan,
President Bushisagain preaching pa-
tience, cautioning that thefight against
terrorismwill taketime.

“We have made agood start in Af-
ghanistan, yet thereisstill much more
tobedone,” Bushwasto tell troopsat
Fort Campbell in Kentucky today.
“The most difficult stepsin this mis-
sionstill lieahead.”

Asthenationenteredthe Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, Bush was to express his
gratitudetotroopsat homeand abroad
in a speech to more than 10,000 sol-
diers. Fort Campbell is home to the
101st Airborne Division, a rapid-de-
ployment air assault division. No de-
ployment ordersfor thedivision have
been announced, but the installation
has been on high alert since Sept. 11.

Bush was to have a traditional
Thanksgiving meal withthetroopsand
theirfamilies, andthenoffer aprogress
report onthemilitary campaign. Later
he was to head to the Camp David
presidential retreatinMarylandfor the
weekend.

Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeldwastravelingto Fort Bragg,
N.C., home of the Army Special Op-
erationsCommand, today toreceivea
briefing on special operations.
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of the sitesaswell asinsurance.

At$1,062 per container for four con-
tainersper sitefor threesites, $12,744
must betakenfromthecity’sbudget to
get the program started. But the pro-
gramshould saveboththecity and the
county money.

Based on the current popul ation of
the county, Ray Lariviere, arepresen-
tative of the Southeast and East Cen-
tral Recycling Association, said he
expectstheprogramtocollect 1,200to
1,400 cubic yards per year.

If that is the case, he said, the pro-
gram would save the county an esti-
mated $14,000t0$18,000 per year, and
that some of this savings would be to

thecity for lesstonnagebeing takentc
thelandfill.

The county will be responsible for
the costsof the Household Hazardous
Waste programand will pay the$2 per
personinthewholecounty expensefor
the program to Southeast.

The city and county will share the
cost of educating people about recy-
cling.

Theprogramwill beoperated aspart
of therecycling association, which has
been in businessfor the past 10 years.
Sherman County andthecity of Good-
land will become members of the
Colorado-based association, whichiis
owned by its members.

Date: November 26, 2001
Time: 10:00 am. M.T.

Proposed Bid $12,200

Rural Development
915 E. Walnut, Suite 3
Colby, Kansas 67701
785-462-7671

HOME
FOR SALE

FORECLOSURE

United States v. Diana J. McKnight

Place: Front Door Sherman Co. Courthouse
Property Address: 222 Walnut, Goodland
3 Bedroom Ranch Style Home

Property will sell subject to oustanding real estate taxes or special
assessments. As per U.S. Attorney, owner has no redemption rights.
For more information contact:
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Open House

November 24th
9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

-1 DAY ONLY
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MOTOROLA T-2260
__.WITH A $39.95 PLAN OR
HIGHER

".";W ;".'?a ALSO RECEIVE 10% OFF ACCESSORIES
] New Activations only.
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813 Main * Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-2426
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