Cowboys up
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By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Withwinter inching closer andwin-
ter sportsupon us, the Goodland Cow-
boy basketball team is working hard
preparing for the season ahead.

Needingtogetintoshapephysically
andtolearnthefiner skillsand strate-
gies of the game, the coach saystime
iscrucial for the team.

The Cowboys will make their first
appearance at a“ Soap Scrimmage.”
about 6:45 p.m. Tuesday at the Max
Jones Fieldhouse. Their scrimmage
will follow the Cowgirls, whobeginat
6 p.m.

And the teams will have their first
games beginning at 5:30 p.m. Friday,
Nov. 30, inImperial, Neb.

Coach Jon McL eanthinksthe Cow-
boysare up to the challenge.

“1’moptimisticthat wewill beabet-
ter team this year,” he said, “than we
were |ast year.”

Last year, the Cowboys made it all
the way to the semifinals of substate
play, hesaid, andlost by only onepoint
to Scott City. But theteamfinished the
regular seasonwitha9-12record, leav-
ing thisyear’s Cowboys something to
improve on.

No coach would be disappointed to
see his team play at state, and this
year’'s Cowboy team is more experi-
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enced than last year’s.

“We finally have players that have
been in the program three years,” the
coach said, “and that helps.”

Those players are seniors Andrew
Melia, Bryan Mai and Jordan Reibel.

McL ean expects them, along with
juniors Donald Raymer, Aaron Git-
tinger, Chris Rubio, Alan Cebulaand
Kevin Schulte, and sophomore Lance
Tedford to round out hisvarsity.

TheCowboysreally need Meliaand
Raymer to have big years, the coach
said, offensively, defensively and on
rebounding.

A bigfactorinhow theteamwill do,
he said, depends on how well the pe-
rimeter people handle the basketball.

And another key factor, he said, is
how well thekidsget along— theteam
chemistry. That’s tough to coach, he
said.

So far, practice has gone well, the
coachsaid, andhe'sreally pleasedwith
the number of boysout for basketball.
With 27 guys on the team, McL ean
said, hehasagood number for thethree
teams: freshman, junior varsity and
varsity.

One of the main things he hasto do
isgettheboysinshape, thecoachsaid,
and hehasbeen pleased withtheeffort
that they have put forth.
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Donald Raymer searched for someone to pass the ball to in practice
Monday as the white-shirt Cowboys had him in a tight spot. The Cow-

boys are preparing to improve on last year’s 9-12 record.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

downside, the coach said, a short pe-
riod of time between the end of foot-
ball playoffs and the first basketball
game. That meansnot only dothey not

But high school basketball hasa have much time to get in shape, but

also, that they have to learn alot of
things quickly.

“I’vethrownalot of thingsat them,”
McLeansaid, “ but they aredoing well
learning.”

Jayhawks victorious in Hawaii heat

LAHAINA,Hawaii (AP)—Kansas
didn’t let an upset loss and sweltering
conditions cramp itsstyle at the Maui
Invitational.

The fourth-ranked Jayhawks
bounced back from their loss a day
earlier witha95-78victory over Hous-
ton on Tuesday in the eight-team
tournament’s consol ation bracket.

In the 93-91 loss to Ball State on

Monday, the Jayhawks didn’t play the
defense that has become such a staple
of the program under coach Roy Will-
iams. A number of players were ham-
peredseverely by crampsbecauseof the
hesat inside the Lahaina Civic Center.

That wasn' tthecase Tuesday asNick
Coallisonhad 22 pointsand Drew Gooden
added 19 for the Jayhawks (1-1).

“ wasconcerned becausewhensome-

thinglikethat happenstoyou, youthink
it will again,” said Collison, who was
most affected by the cramping onMon-
day. “I drank alot of Gatorade since
yesterday and put alot of salt on my
food and put salt in the Gatorade. |
know that soundsgross, butitworked.”

The Jayhawkswill play Seton Hall
for fifth place on Wednesday. Seton
Hall lost 80-79toNo. 1 Dukeintheopen-

ing round.

“Needlesstosay wefed alot better than
wedidyesterday after suchadisappoint-
ingloss,” Williamssaid. “Inaway it was
hel pful to get right back out there to get
the bad taste out but | was concerned as
well with our hedlth problems.

“We werevery businesslike in the
locker room and we went out and
played well right away.”

Despite win, Wildcats need to play tougher

MANHATTAN (AP) — Kansas
State coach Jim Wooldridge has al-
ready perfected his halftime speech,
but hewould much rather savethein-
spirational talk.

Despiteal5-0second half runanda
68-55win over Wisconsin-Green Bay

Tuesday, the second-year coach was
concernedwith histeam’ sattitudeand
predicted trouble in the future if his
young team didn’t start playing
tougher.

The Wildcats committed nineturn-
oversinthefirst half against the Phoe-

nix and couldn’t shake a nine-point
deficit until midway through the sec-
ondhalf. TravisReynolds' lay-upwith
9:02 left ignited the run, but it still
wasn’t enough to erase Wooldridge's
frustration.

“We're not a very good basketball

team right now,” Wooldridge said. “I
like these kids, but | don’t think they
fully understand what we're up
against. People pat them on the back
toomuch, they havetorealizethey are
underdogs, our personality has got to
changefast.”
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Quarterback skips

press conference

DENVER (AP)— Denver Broncos
quarterback Brian Griese skipped his
weekly press conference on Tuesday,
one day after coach Mike Shanahan
gently chided him for finger-pointing
about the team’s of fensive problems.

Shanahan said Tuesday he felt
Griese'scommentsweremademostly
out of frustration, andinsisted that any
differences among the players and
coacheswould beresolved.

After Sunday’s17-101ossto Wash-
ington, GriesesaidtheBroncos** can’t
make aplay” with wide receiver Rod
Smith injured. A week earlier, Griese
said the Broncos didn’t have alot of
talent on offense.

Asked to assess Griese's perfor-
mancein Sunday’sgame, Shanahanon
Monday said the quarterback had not
played aperfect game.

““ Everybody hasgottolook at them:-
selvesandbevery critical,” Shanahan
said. " Thereweresomeopenguys, anc
sometimesit’sabreakdownintheline.
Sometimesit’samisread. Other times
it’sguys not getting open,”

While not saying his remarks were
aimed directly at Griese, Shanahan
added, “Theonly way you get good at
anythingisby looking at yourself and
worrying about what you can do anc
not worrying about the other guy.”

If Griese felt chastened, he wasn't
saying.

The quarterback sent word through
aBroncosspokesmanthat hewouldn't
be doing hisweekly press conference
because he was too busy studying the
game plan during a short week of
preparation for Thursday’s game in
Dallas.

Vermelil understands
K.C. fans frustrations

KANSASCITY,Mo. (AP)—Iffans
bootheKansasCity Chiefson Sunday
at Arrowhead Stadium — where they
haven't won all year — coach Dick
Vermell insistshewon'tlet that distract
him.

“I only stay concernedwithwhat | have
control of,” said Vermeil, whoseteamis
coming off a bye week headed into
Sunday’shome game againgt Sesttle. “I
can't control thefans frameof mind.

“I don'tallowthingsthataren'tcritical
towinningandlosingtodistract me,” he
said. “That's all thereistoit. I'mold
enough to have established that disci-
pline.”

Atthesametime, however, Vermeil
understandsfans' frustration with the
Chiefs’ 0-4 home mark and 2-7 over-
all record.

“1 think theemotion and thefan par-
ticipation have been excellent, when
we' vegiventhem somethingto beex-
cited about,” Vermeil said Tuesday,
during his weekly news conference
and medialuncheon. “ That' Il beoneof
our goals thisweek, to bring the fans
intothegameearly andkeepthemthere
for four quarters.

“We'recertainly capableof that, but
it'sgoingtotakeavery clean, very er-
ror-freefootball game.”

The Chiefs haven’t had many of
those this season.

Their offense ranks sixth at 345.6
yardsper game, their 341 penalty yards
are fourth-lowest in the league, and
they havelost only threefumbles, few-
estintheNFL.

But overshadowing all of that are
Trent Green's 16 interceptions, the
most given up by any quarterback this
year, and Kansas City’sminus-5 turn-
over margin.

Given the negative attention that
comes with being the NFL's lowest-
rated quarterback, Vermeil said, a
week out of the public eye might have
done Green some good.

“1 think a break from that scrutiny,
and the evaluation process, and some
of the disappointment is good,”
Vermeil said. “It may be more mean-
ingful tohimthantoaright guard, al eft
tackleor adefensiveend— because of
that evaluation process. | know hewas
in good spirits Monday.”

The Chiefs’ depth chart at widere-
ceiver is less than encouraging,
though, after Marvin Minnis injured
hisankleinlastweek’s27-7losstothe
New York Jets.

Chris Thomas and Derrick Alex-
ander will start on Sunday, Vermeil
said, with Larry Parker — astarter for
two weeks while Alexander was out
with tornrib cartilage— and kick re-
turner Dante Hall also intherotation.

/ V=)
;;ﬂ. ;,‘?"’_:f/? ,
= 1{/

4
7

L

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. 5

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 7'kud
785-694-2687

(£ fones £ Compang
Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
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EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Probessioual

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Chris & Beth Lewon

BANKWEST

OF KANSAS
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SUNWEST

BANKS OF COLORADO

A BRANCE OF BANKWEST OF KANSAS

Low Fixed Rates Also Available Certain Terms and Conditions Apply

COLBY

Introducing Our New

Feeder Finance Program

5.95% FIXED RATE

On qualified feeder cattle purchases.

& New Variable Rates As Low As
5.92% Ag Real Estate Financing
6.42% Ag Equipment Financing

BANKLINE 1-888-828-2265
ST. FRANCIS IDALIA

After Hours Phone#'s

Alex’'s

24 Hour Wrecker Service
Rollback Available

Tire Service
531 W. 17th » Goodland, KS 67735

JIREDERE X

Radiator and Auto Repair

785-899-75548

Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #
785-899-6916 Cell #
1-888-285-0151 (800#)

Auto, Truck, Tractor,
Radiator Repair, Auto
Repair, Tire Service, Oil
Change, Small Engine
Repair, Lawn Mowers,
Chain Saws, Trimmers, &

Unlock Vehicles

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

D [500886-242] <

Managed (No - Load) Index Funds

Be In Index Funds when the market is Over Sold
and In Money Markets when the Market |s Over Bought!
“ A managed approach to mutual funds’

Call for freeinvestors kit and compl ete disclosure document.

AMERICAN FINANCIAL ..c

Mike van Maarth 1-888-346-9436 « Burlington, Colo.

Securities & Futuresinvestments offered through Polar Ivestment Counsel Inc., member NASD/NFA/SIPC

DR. C.E. PORTERFIELD
4\::32@ CHIROPRACTOR
% More than 30 years of experience.

OPEN Monday - Saturday.
2233 Caldwsdll

899-2500

SHELTER

INSURANCE

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME « CAR « FARM + BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

'® WwWw.shelterinsurance.com




