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On-call disaster workers enjoy hard work, hours

RED CROSS, from Page 1

the shuttleat 7 a.m., then work until 6
or 7 p.m.

“When we got to the job site, we
would haveto signin with Red Cross
identification and anytime we went
outside, we checked out and back in
withtheguard at thedoor,” Mary said.

Tendaysintothejob, Red Crossof-
ficialsdecided to move another disas-
ter operation which had been in the
basement of the American Red Cross
National Headquarters to the ware-
house site.

Marlin and Mary Zimbelman

Thegroupwasset up but therewere
nocomputersavailableforthem. There

wereapproximately 100to 150Ameri-
canRed Crossworkerswiththeopera-
tionandthe Zimbelmansagain hel ped
check them in and get them situated.
Thisgroup had thejob of making con-
tact with all the people who lost fam-
ily membersin the disasters.

“Most people didn’t know how or
whereto get help,” Mary said.

Thisgroup wasto help thefamilies
with things such as mortgage or rent
payments, utility bills, funeral and
other related expensesaswell astrans-
portation, food, clothing and other
time-sensitiveand expenses.

TOPEKA (AP) — A judge has
thrownout alawsuitthat claimedthe
formula the state uses to fund
schoolsunfairly deniesminority and
disabled studentstheir fair share of
funds.

Butthestatestill facesalegal chal-
lengein federal court.

The lawsuits, filed by the Salina
and DodgeCity school districtswith
thesupport of 12 others, claimedthat
the way Kansas divides about $2.9
billion putssomeschool sat adisad-
vantage.

The lawsuit in Shawnee County
District Court was set to goto trial
Dec. 3. But Judge Terry Bullock is-
sued an order Wednesday rejecting
thelegal challenge.

Bullock said that although fund-
ing disparities exist, that did not
meantheschool financesystemwas
unconstitutional.

The districts claim the funding
formula provides more funds to
smaller, mostly whitedistricts, while
alowinglarger, wealthy onesaccess
tomorelocal tax revenueto supple-
ment education costs.

Judge dismisses school suit

“Thefact is school financein Kan-
sasisat aninadequate level and hurts
the minorities, the disadvantaged and
disabled morethan anyoneelse,” said
thedistricts attorney, Alan Rupe.

He said he and the districts had not
decided whether to appeal
Wednesday’s decision.

Bullock’sopinioninan earlier law-
suit led the L egislature to enact anew
school financelaw in 1992. The Kan-
sas Supreme Court upheld that law in
1994,

Rupe has said changes legislators
have made to the school finance for-
mulasince 1992 have put someschools
at adisadvantage.

For example, the base state aid per
pupil is$3,870for the 2001-02 school
year. However, extramoney the state
provides based on a school’s enroll-
ment and the number of poor children
it put the actual range between $5,000
and $12,000 among districts.

Senate President Dave Kerr, R-
Hutchinson, said the legal challenge
was“flimsy” and criticized the plain-
tiff school districts, saying they were
wasting money incourt that could have

been spent on educating children.

“1 don’'t know why they keep lis-
tening to those attorneys,” he said.

Gov. Bill Graves spokesmanDon
Brown said that while the ruling
showstheformulais*appropriate,”
it doesnot take pressure off the 2002
Legislature to increase funding for
schools.

“They aretwoentirely separateis-
sues. Maybe now it's easier to push
forwardwith additional commitment
toeducation,” hesaid.

Although he considers
Wednesday’ sruling asetback, Rupe
saiditwouldimprovethelegal chal-
lengein federal court.

“I1t enhances our argumentsin the
federal court case — the state has
turneditsback ontheproblem. It un-
derscores the need for the federal
court litigation,” Rupesaid.

A judgeaready hasruled thedis-
trictscansuethestateinU.S. District
Court. The state has appealed, and
both sides are scheduled to present
arguments to the 10th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appealsin Denver on Jan.
17.

Woman arrested in death of American student

SAN JOSE, CostaRica(AP) —AnN
arrest in last May’skilling of Univer-
sity of Kansas student Shannon Mar-
tin brought scant relief to her mother.

“My reaction was not one of ‘Oh,
great.’ It'ssuchatragedy, and now it’s
even harder,” Jeanette Stauffer said
Wednesday from her homein Topeka,
Kan. “Because now my focusisn’t on
the investigation, it's on what hap-
pened and ‘My God, how could they
dothis?”

Martin, 23, was stabbed to death
May 13in Golfito, CostaRica, where
shewasworking onaresearch project
on the Central American country’s

ferns.

OnWednesday, CostaRica'sPublic
Security Ministry announcedthat a27-
year-old woman — identified only by
her last name, Cruz — had been ar-
rested late Tuesday. Theministry said
thewoman, who hasnot been charged,
was from Golfito, 210 miles south of
San Jose, the capital.

Newspapersreported that ascrap of
clothing clutchedinthevictim'shand
led official stothewoman, but security
officialswould not confirm that.

Martin had been with some friends
at adisco close to the Golfito airport
hours before her body wasfound. Po-

liceruled out robbery asamotive, say-
ingthat Martin appeared to haveall of
her belongingswith her.

Stauffer said Wednesday that the
suspect had beenamong several people
detained after the search of a home
about four milesfrom Golfitoledtothe
discovery of abloody T-shirtandknife.
Those people were rel eased after po-
lice failed to find sufficient evidence
tomakeany arrests.

“Sheistheonethey talked about last
summer,” Stauffer said. “They went
into her house and found the shirt.”

The 27-year-old woman was or-
deredjailed for six months.

Oneevening, abomb threat created
some excitement.

“Wehadto evacuatethebuildingfor
about two hours,” Mary said.

Other highlightsincludedlargewall
hangings made by schools, churches
and corporationsclosetothe Pentagon
withtheir nameonitinbiglettersand
signed by all the peoplearound it say-
ing thank you for helping. The school
children wanted to do something so
they made thousands of handwritten
notesand tied them on bottlesof water
and taped them to snacksfor us.

The Zimbelmans volunteer their

time with the Red Cross. The agency
providedthemround-trip planetickets
(tickets are provided when the disas-
ter isout of state), themotel room and
an allowancefor food.

Marlin said he called Rep. Jerry
Moran'sofficetolet himknow heand
Mary wereinWashington andthecon-
gressman called back. He said to let
him know if he could help them.

The North Central Kansas Chapter
of Red Crossat Salinaishonoring all
theworkerswhowent totheEast Coast
for the disasterslater thismonth.

“We were proud to have gone and

helped,” Mr. Zimbelman said, “Many
people have said thank you both here
andtherefor hel ping but wewerevery
glad to get back to Kansas, where we
canseefor milesand only haveto deal
withtwo traffic lights.”

Marlin has been an active member
of theAmerican Red Crosssince 1991
andMary startedin 1992. Mary comes
into the Red Crosswell qualified asa
nurse, emergency medical technician
and CPRinstructor.

Marlinand Mary have done on-call
disaster work for theRed Crossin pre-
viousyears.

Grant writer gets city OK

CITY, from Page 1

by May, Goodwin said. Time will be
neededtowriteup thebylawsand hire
andtrain agrant writer.

A grant writing classis taught in
Colby, he said, and 200-400 people
havetakenit. They are possibilitiesto
hirefor thejob.

Thecommissionlooked at estimates
toreplacethestreetlightsonK-27and
decidednottodoit. Thecity had hoped
to put the old light poles back up, but
City Manger Ron Pickman said many
of thebasesweredamaged during con-
struction. The city’s contract with the
state saysthe state, or its contractors,
are not responsible for the damage,
Pickman said.
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Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

421 E. 17th Street
Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 899-7375

Fax: (785) 899-3959

McB’s Motor Company
* Tire Sdes & Service
Most tires come with Road Hazard warranty
» 24 Hour mobiletire service
» 24 Hour wrecker service

U-Haul dealer
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Thecost of replacingall of thelights
is$21,113 pluslabor. The cost of put-
tinguplightsfromEighth StreettoU.S.
Business24 ontheeast sideof thestreet
i$$10,526 pluslabor. And the cost of
lighting both sides of the street from
U.S. 24 to 16th Street is $9,262.

“With the agreement we have with
thestate,” Commissioner CurtisHurd
said, “I don't think we should spend
any money onthelights.

“The state could decide to do con-
struction next year and take them all
out, and we would haveto pay forit.”

That agreement is that the city can
putthelightsin, butisthenresponsible
foral thecostsof repair or replacement
even if acontractor hired by the state
causes the damage during construc-
tion.

The commission agreed to let the
lightsgofor now, but may addressput-
ting in some lights after the construc-

tionisdone next summer on theinter-
section of U.S. 24 and K-27.

In other business, the commission:

« Approved an agreement with the
county to renew cooperation between
the two entities for the City/County
Recreation Department.

« Tabled the appointment of are-
placement on the recreation advisory
board for Sally Pettibone, whoseterm
will expire soon. She does not wish tc
continue on the board, but a replace-
ment has not been found.

 Approved aspecial use permit for
Pamela Galindo to operate a daycare
at 521 W. 15th Street.

« Decided not to buy astreet striper
after hearing that the cost would be
between $28,000 and $40,000, de-
pending onthemodel chosen. Thepur-
chase would have been joint with the
county, but commissionerssaidthecity
needstoo many other thingsright now.

Thank You

We would like to thank our loyal
customers who did business
with us in the 43 years we were
in the Finley Dealership. Our
appreciation to all.

Darold & Audrey Finley

Combined ratesare
availableto feature your servicesin the
Daily and The Country Advocate.
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. &

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 7'kud
785-694-2687

4 (lames Jamcd Fasg
g o -
Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
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EQUAL HOUSING

NEW SYSTEM

Probessioual

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Chris & Beth Lewon
“We do windows”
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SUNWEST

BANKS OF COLORADO

A BRANCE OF BANKWEST OF KANSAS

Low Fixed Rates Also Available Certain Terms and Conditions Apply

COLBY

Introducing Our New

Feeder Finance Program

5.95% FIXED RATE

On qualified feeder cattle purchases.

& New Variable Rates As Low As
5.92% Ag Real Estate Financing
6.42% Ag Equipment Financing

BANKLINE 1-888-828-2265
ST. FRANCIS IDALIA

After Hours Phone#'s

24 Hour Wrecker Service
Rollback Available

Tire Service
531 W. 17th » Goodland, KS 67735

JIREDERE X

Radiator and Auto Repair

785-899-75548

Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #
785-899-6916 Cell #
1-888-285-0151 (800#)

Auto, Truck, Tractor,
Radiator Repair, Auto
Repair, Tire Service, Oil
Change, Small Engine
Repair, Lawn Mowers,
Chain Saws, Trimmers, &

Unlock Vehicles

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

Box 309

D [500886-242] <

Managed (No - Load) Index Funds

Be In Index Funds when the market is Over Sold
and In Money Markets when the Market |s Over Bought!
“ A managed approach to mutual funds’

Call for freeinvestors kit and compl ete disclosure document.

AMERICAN FINANCIAL ..c

Mike van Maarth 1-888-346-9436 « Burlington, Colo.

Securities & Futuresinvestments offered through Polar Ivestment Counsel Inc., member NASD/NFA/SIPC

DR. C.E. PORTERFIELD
4\::32@ CHIROPRACTOR
% More than 30 years of experience.

OPEN Monday - Saturday.
2233 Caldwsdll

899-2500

SHELTER

INSURANCE

We'll always be there for you.
LIFE - HOME « CAR « FARM + BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

'® WwWw.shelterinsurance.com




