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at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 4:25 p.m.

Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:47 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:24 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 29 degrees
+ Humidity 33 percent
+ Sky mostly sunny
* Winds south 25-30 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 33 inches

and falling

* Record High 72° (1932)
* Record Low 1° (1952)

Last 24 Hours*

High 30°
Low 3°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: partly cloudy, low 20s,
wind south 15. Tomorrow: sunny,
high 50s, low 20s, wind northwest
10-15.

Extended Forecast
Saturday and Sunday: mostly
sunny, high 40s, low 20s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Hunters come despite low numbers

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Pheasant hunting hasbrought many huntersto
Sherman County this season and hotel workers
say resultshave been mostly good though wild-
life officials say the number of birdsisdown.

Theseason opened on Saturday, Nov. 10. Judy
Siruta, manager of theComfort Inn, saysthehotel
was sold out for the opening weekend. She said
it seemsall the hunters have gotten at least one
or two birds, and none of them have complained
about not getting any.

Debbie Demeo, office manager of Best West-
ern Buffalo Inn, said her hotel had many hunt-
ers, plenty of whom booked roomsfor aweek or
more. A housekeeper said hunters were im-

pressed with the number of birds and many said
they will be back next year.

Paul Villarreal, sporting goodsmanager at \Wal -
mart, said license salesaredown alittlefrom last
year. Hesaidthat thenumber of huntersinthearea
seems about the same, but many are buying their
licenses over the Internet before they get to the
area. Therecent coldweather hashel ped hunting,
he said, asthe birds gather together for warmth.

Shirley Dupsky and Mary Ann Snethen of the
Sherman County clerk’sofficesay they havehad
steady salesof licenses, andthat most huntershave
said thehunting isgood and that only afew hunt-
ershavecomplained about therenot beingenough
birds.

The Presto convenience store did not sell any

licenses this year, asthey did not get their bond
renewed in time. A counter clerk said they have
lost business because of it. She saysthat hunters
whowouldnormally comeintoget alicense, and
then stop and get a soda or snacks, are instead
going someplacewherelicensesare sold.

Larry Hachmeister of Goodland said he has
been out threetimesthisyear. Hesaysheonly got
acouple of birds the first time out and nothing
since, but that other hunterswho havefound bet-
ter locationshavegotten better results. Hesaid he
thinkstheweather thisyear hasbeenfinefor hunt-
ing, unlikelast year, when hail stormsruined con-
ditions, but that many huntersthink farming prac-
ticesmay be hurting the pheasant crop.

Good hunting spots are getting harder to find,

hesays. When farmersspray thewheat stalksdi-
rectly after harvest, it kills the insects the birds
eat, and can also kill the pheasant eggs them-
selves.

While most people say the number of hunters
intheareaequalsthat of past years, Paul Simon,
amanager at McDonald's, thinks that the num-
ber isdefinitely lower thisyear.

Troy Schroeder, regional fish and wildlife su-
pervisor for northwest Kansas, agreed that the
hunting was poor. He said that the bird popula-
tionwaslower thisyear fromlast year, duetohot,
dry springweather andthesmall wheat crop. The
low rainfall and high temperatures hurt wheat

See HUNTING, Page 3

Noon

Wheat — $2.56 bushel
Posted county price — $2.53
Corn — $1.93 bushel
Posted county price — $1.82
Loan deficiency payment — 17¢
Milo — $1.69 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.76 bushel
Posted county price — $3.75
Loan deficiency payment — $1.17
Millet — $3.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.75 cwi.
Loan deficiency pmt. — $1.19
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $19 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )
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Taliban foes
push to city

KABUL, Afghanistan —Anti-
Taliban troops pushed to the out-
skirts of the Taliban'slast strong-
hold of Kandahar today and were
engagedinheavy fighting, asenior
northernalliancecommander said.

The Pentagon said opposition
troops may be in the provincial
district around thecity.

Bismillah Khan, the aliance’s
deputy defense minister, told the
Associated Press there was non-
stop fighting on the city’s eastern
edge. Khan, speaking from Kabul
inaseriesof calls, said hisinfor-
mation was based on radio com-
municationswith hiscommanders
at the scene.

“Thereis heavy fighting going
on,” hesaid, adding hedid not ex-
pect thecity tofall quickly.

InWashington, Rear Adm. John
Stufflebeem told reporters he
could not confirm or deny that
opposition forces had entered.

Grocery
needs
support

Manager to attend
tonight's meeting

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Members of a volunteer steering
committeeworkingto bringacommu-
nity-owned grocery storeto Goodland
say they havehad bigcrowdsat twoin-
formational meetings this week and
hope morepeoplewill show up for the
third tonight.

The committee held meetings on
Tuesday and Wednesday nightsto ex-
plainhow thecooperativewouldwork,
answer questions and try to find 500
investorswilling to pay $2,000 apiece
to open the grocery in downtown
Goodland.

John Garcia, a committee member,
said tonight’smeeting, at 7 p.m. inthe
Goodland High School auditorium,
will be the last. It will give people a
chance to meet the man picked to run
thestore, he said, adding that the com-
mittee hopes people who attended the
previous meetings will return to meset
him.

“Tonightwill betheclimaxtoitall,”
Garciasaid. “It will be the barometer
to gauge enthusiasm for the project.”

Steve West, Goodland Area Cham-
ber of Commerce chairman, said the
committee wants to see if Sherman
County supportstheideaand whether
peoplearewilling toinvest.

Hesaid many havepledgedtheir sup-
port, but moreisneeded.

“We've got along way to go,” West
said, “but we' re making progress.”

Garciasaid BruceGouker, aGreeley,
Colo. man,whohasmorethan 20years
of experiencein all aspectsof thegro-
cery business, will beat themeetingto
talk with people and answer questions
about his position as manager.

West saidthecommitteehaschecked
Gouker’s background and references
and feel she’ sthe best man for thejab.

Garciasaidthecommitteefeel sgood
about theinterest peoplehaveshownso
far, too. He guessed about 200 people
have attended thefirst two meetings.

“We' vecertainly beenencouraged,”
hesaid.

Housing talk
tops agenda

Intheir final meeting of November,
the Sherman County commissioners
are schedul ed to make an appointment
to the City/County Recreation Board
and pay the monthly hills.

The meeting begins at 8 am. in the
commissioner roomonthefirst floor of
the courthouse.

There are no scheduled appoint-
ments, but under new businessthecom-
missionersareto review an agreement
and resolution for a housing subsidy
program. Thisisacooperativeprogram
run by Johnson County that the county
has participated in for several years.

Followingthemesting, commission-
ersareto attend anoon luncheon with
members of the Goodland Regional
Medical Center Board at Sugar Hills
Country Clubfor an update onthe sta-
tusof thehospital, andto discussneeds
inthe coming year.

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland School District is
373.5poundslighter thesedays, after
50 teachers, secretariesand adminis-
trators spent the past six weeks shap-
ingupandtrimming downinaraceto
thescale.

CarriePeter, thedistrict nurse, said
when shefirst heard theideaof hold-
ing aweight-loss contest at anurse's
conference in Wichita this summer,
sheneverimaginedit could besosuc-
cessful. She'sglad shewaswrong.

Peter said the contest started on
Sept. 4, with 50 employees from the
district’sfiveschoolspaying$10each
to participate. She said she brokethe
group up into teams of four, with a
couple having more or less, by ran-
domly drawing names.

Each team’s goadl, she said, wasto
shed as many pounds as possible by
Nov. 19, when the contest ended. Pe-
ter said the $500 in entry fees was
saved asaprizefor theteam that took
off the most, with the stipul ation that
$200 must be donated to charity.

Team members weighed in every
Monday, the nurse said, noting that
participants took the competition se-
riously, with most of theteamslosing

Deneyce Bahe (far right) and Linda Enfield, secretaries at Grant Jun-
ior High, weighed Jim Mull, Grant principal, in the school’s hallway on
Wednesday, as they have for the past six weeks. They were three

A

members of ateam that won the school district’s weight-loss competi-
tion, which started in September. The team dumped a total of 59.5

pounds, with Bahe losing the most,
Photos by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

District trims the fat for contest

Bonnie Smith, secretary atthe school districtadministration office, lost
20.5 pounds for herteam, which won the district's first weight-loss con-
test. She said she cut back on breads and meat and ate more fruits

and vegetables.

between 20 to 40 pounds for atotal
loss of 373.5 pounds.
“1 honestly didn’t expect them to

losesomuch,” shesaid.“ Itwascrazy.”
Thelast weigh-in came three days
beforetheThanksgivingholiday, tra-

22 pounds.

ditionally atime of feasting. After
Peter added the total losses, she said
the prize went to ateam from Grant
Junior High, whichshedatotal of 59.5
pounds.

DeneyceBahe, asecretary at Grant,
was the team’s captain and lost the
most weight, managing to trim off 22
pounds. Bonnie Smith, asecretary at
theadministration officewhoaskedto
join the junior high team, was right
behind Bahe, shedding 20.5 pounds.

“They pretty much carried the
team,” said team member Linda
Enfield, Grant secretary.

Sheand Jim Mull, Grant principal,
didn’t take off asmuch, but said they
never had as much fun trying to lose
weight.

“It was fortunate that three of us
workedinthesameoffice,” Mull said,
“because we supported each other.
Whenever Denisesaw megointothe
kitchen she’d yell at me.”

Mull saidhetriedtoeat healthy food
and stayed away from the school’s
lunches—whichhesaidaregoodfor
thestudents, but not sogoodfor some-
onetrying to loseweight.

Bahesaid shegaveup pizza, Mexi-

See WEIGHT, Page 3

Food bank to collect for annual drive Saturday

Needing to fill 110 Christmas bas-
ketsfor areafamilies, the GenesisFood
Bank is holding its annual food drive
Saturday.

Goodland residents are asked to
|eavenonperishablefooditemsontheir
porchesor somewhereeasily seenfrom
thestreetshy 8a.m. Volunteersfromthe
Boy Scoutsand 4H will bepickingthe
food up between 8 a.m. and noon.

Thereare110familiesonthelistre-
questing the baskets, Pat Jordan, ad-
ministrator of thefood bank, said, and
they havealot of children.

That is arecord number of baskets
thisyear, Jordan said; the program has
never needed more than 100 baskets
before.

Shesaid sheappreciatesthe support
the community has given in the past,

and hopesitswill be strong thisyear.

For questionsabout theprogram, call
Jordan at 899-5073 or Jeff Mason at
899-3254.

Therehasnever beenaweek thisyear
that people haven’t needed the food
bank, Jordan said.

It has been serving Goodland since
1984. Whenthebank hasgottenlow on
food, Jordansaid, shehasadvertisedon

televisionandinthenewspaper and has
had agood response.

The community has been behind it
100 percent.

People who need food call Jordan,
andshegetsthefoodforthem. They are
not allowedto usethebank for grocery
shopping, she said, and afamily can
only qualify to get food once every six
months.



