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Interim council agreed on to run Afghanistan

By Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

KOENIGSWINTER, Germany —
The northern alliance and the former
king's delegation agreed today on a
formulafor aninterim council that will
run Afghanistan until anational tribal
council can beconvenedinMarch, an
adviser to the northern alliance said.

“Thisisanimportant breakthrough
because had it not comethroughthese
talks would have bogged down, but
now they haveafocus,” said Moham-
mad Hussin Bakhshi, anaideto north-
ern alliance delegate Mohammad
Natiqi.

The two largest delegations at the
talks have agreed the council would
comprise 42 members, with 21 mem-
bers each from the northern alliance
and delegation of former King Mo-
hammad Zaher Shah, Bakhshi said.

He said some provision may be
made for representation from the two
smaller del egationsat thetalks, exiles
based in Peshawar, Pakistan, and in
Cyprus.

ap news capsules

Thedelegationswill decidewhowill
beincluded ontheinterim council dur-
ing further talkstoday, Bakhshi said.

TORKHAM, Pakistan — Authori-
tiesclosed akey border crossing point
into Afghanistan today after tensions
mounted over Pakistan's attempts to
erect a barbed wire fence along the
frontier.

Pakistani paramilitary troops and
Afghan fightersloyal to the new anti-
Taliban administration took up posi-
tions, but therewasno exchangeof fire.

Border guards told travelers and
townspeopl e to move back about 500
yardsfromtheborder. Several hundred
people and vehicles are stuck on both
the sides of the border because of the
closure.

Pakistani authorities plan to erect a
6-foot-high barbed wire fence at key

border pointswithAfghanistanto pre-
vent refugees and Islamic extremists
from entering the country.

But on Tuesday the authorities had
to stop thework at Torkham, about 25
mileswest of Peshawar, after the new
Afghan administration raised objec-
tions.

NATIONAL

HARTFORD, Conn. — New test
resultsoffered nonew cluesinthecase
of a94-year-old anthrax victim, while
University of Connecticut officials
said two laboratory vials being tested
for anthrax don’t contain dangerous
spores.

Officials at the university said
Wednesday that vials taken by state
health authoritiesfrom the College of
Agriculturecontainanimal bloodresi-
due, not anthrax sporesin aform that
can beinhaled.

York.

Collegeof AgricultureDeanKirklyn
Kerr saidthesealed vials, whichwere
|abel ed ascontaininganthrax, heldfro-
zen blood samples taken from a cow
that may have been infected with the
bacteria.

The state Department of Public
Healthisconductingteststo determine
if any anthrax bacteria are in the
sampl es, which dateback tothe 1960s.
But Kerr saidthat evenif thevial scon-
tain anthrax, it is not the potentially
lethal, powdery form.

“Youdon'tinhaleit. It’snot danger-
ous,” Kerr said.

Officialsweredrawing no links be-
tween the vials and the Nov. 21 death
of an elderly woman from inhalation
anthrax in Oxford, Conn., about 70
miles away from the university cam-
pusin Storrs. Authorities have specu-
lated that Ottilie Lundgren’s death
might have been caused by mail that
crossed pathswithanthrax-ladenenve-
lopessent tomembersof Congressand
the media in Washington and New

PORTLAND, Ore.— Corvallispo-
licehavejoinedtheir Portland counter-
partsin refusing to interview foreign
visitorsin Oregon as part of a sweep-
ing federal terrorism probe.

Until Wednesday, Portland had been
the only city in the nation to refuse a
request by theU.S. Department of Jus-
tice to participate in the interviews,
citing state privacy laws.

As many as 5,000 foreign visitors
from countrieswithterrorismtieswill
bequesti oned nationwide— some200
of themin Oregon.

Corvallis Police Chief Pam Ros-
kowski believesthecity will be better
servedif officersconcentrateon crimi-
nal investigations rather than inter-
viewing peopleonthefederal listwho
arenot criminal suspects, accordingto
a police statement rel eased Wednes-
day.

“Itisincumbent on all law enforce-
ment agenciesto promotethebalance
of protecting the community ... while
preserving thefreedomsand civil lib-
erties of all residents,” the statement

said.

HOUSTON — Enron Corp. was
pushed to the brink of bankruptcy af-
ter the once-mighty energy trading
company’s credit collapsed and its
mainrival backedout of an$8.4hillion
buyout plan.

Newsthat Enronwasbeing spurned
by Dynegy Inc. sentitsstock pricespi-
raling 85 percenttocloseat 61 centson
Wednesday.

Just ayear ago, stock of thenation’s
largest buyer and seller of natural gas
traded at $85 per share.

The meltdown made bankruptcy
seeminevitablefor acompany that just
monthsago wasthe country’sseventh
biggest in revenue — but crumbled
after revealing questionabl e partner-
shipsand admitting it overstated prof-
itsfor four years.

“It's the end of Enron, no question
aboutit,” said GordonHowald, anana-
lyst at Credit Lyonnais Securitiesin
New York. “I don’t know who else
couldstepin.”
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Herman’s Decorating

560 14th St., P.O. Box 515
Burlington, CO. 80807
(719) 346-8883 Fax (719) 346-9572

We hope you’re enjoying
Christmas in comfort.

Come see us

Don’t Forget
Herman
Lumber Co.

438 14th St.
Phone(719) 346-5211 Evenings(719) 346-7846
Owner - Larry LeRoy Winslow
Rifles, Handguns, Shotgunsand Accessories

Reloading - Fishing
Riflesfrom $80.00 and up.
Just arrived Binoculars

Burlington, Colo. 80807

Nikon- Stainer - Burris

Christmas

e l/alue.

Help Is Just Around The Corner.

shopping

can be fun at True Value

2 99  Master techanc:
Less $5 MIr. mailin rebate

Variable Speed Jigsaw
J #TV400 252 426 4

(Consumer responsible for taxes.)

2 99 Master tecrinc:
Less $5 Mfr. mail-in rebate

7/" Circular Saw

J #TV500 698 399 1

(Consumer responsible for taxes.)

2 99  Mastervechanc
3/8" Variable Speed Reversing
Drill J #TV300 252 273 4

(Consumer responsible for taxes.)

Less $5 Mfr. mail-in rebate

1688

True Value Collectible
1919 GMC Truck Bank
T 484 017 B12
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FLEXSTEEL

America's Seating Specialist

Remember hunt safely.

Monday - Friday 4-7, Saturday 9-5

ACE

Hardware

1298 Martin Ave
1-719-346-5546

Memorny Lane

Open Sunday 11 -5p.m.
360 14th, Burlington, Co. + 1-719-346-8783
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