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Bruce Gouker, a Greeley, Colo. man, who has been picked to manage a
co-operative grocery in Goodland, talked with Connie Grieve, a Good-
land resident, on Thursday. Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Grocery investors coming forward

GROCERY, from Page 1

the meetings have called committee
members with questions or to say they
want to invest.

After the meeting, many audience
members signed non-binding con-
tracts saying they will commit either
$2,000 or $10,000 — with organizers
asking for alargerinvestment for com-
panies. Most said it sounded like a
good idea.

Bruce Gleason, who works for
Schlosser Concrete and at the hospital,
said he knows many older people who
don’tlike to shop at Wal-Martbecause
it’s not locally owned.

“Even if I have to pay an extra 10
cents for milk, I will shop at the new
grocery store,” he said. “What you
spend there will stay here.”

He said he thinks $2,000 is a fair
price, but added that many families
may not be able to afford it.

“People can still support it by shop-
ping there,” he said. “I think it’s a fair
investment. I’d rather put my money
there than in the stock market.”

Gouker, who manages a food bro-
kerage in Denver, told the audience he
is tired of commuting two or more
hours to work each day, and he and his

wife are looking to move to a small
town.

When he was 6, he said, he started
helping his father, a butcher who now
lives in McCook, Neb., stock grocer-
ies at the King Soopers store. Gouker
said he’s been in the business ever
since, working for and managing gro-
ceries and food brokerages.

The new store will provide services
Wal-Mart doesn’t, he said, and will
offer 25 to 30 full and part-time em-
ployees better wages and benefits.

West said a grocery study the city
and Chamber of Commerce had done
showed the Sherman County area can
support another store, butit’s going to
take a bunch of money to open.

“If this could have been done for
$50,000,” he said, “heck, Roxann
(Kling, a committee member) would
have done it by now.”

The committee and Gouker have
researched cooperative groceries, he
said, visiting one in lowa in a town
similar to Goodland.

West said that store has made a profit
four out of five years, despite having
competition.

The only real difference, he said, is
that the store is a corporation and nota
cooperative.

Gouker said if the grocery here is
successful it will put Goodland on the
map.

“It will be one of few cooperative
grocery stores,” he said.

West said if the grocery makes a
profit, owner-members, will receive a
share, and will receive a rebate on the
money they spend in the store.

An audience member asked if fami-
lies or businesses would be able to buy
more than one membership.

West said he doesn’t think so.

“We’re not interested in letting one
family own 50 membership units,” he
said. “We don’t want them running
things.”

After the meeting, West said every
member of the steering committee
plans to invest in the grocery.

Another man in the audience asked
if non-members would be able to shop.
West said they will encourage non-
members to buy at the grocery, and
pointed out that there is no guarantee
that members will see any return on
their investment.

“We want to be honest,” West said.
“If you invest $2,000, you may lose

part of it.”

The audience clapped when Gouker
said there will be a full-service deli and
bakery.

“The meat will definitely be cut in
the store,” he said, adding that his fa-
ther may come to work at the grocery.

An audience member asked where
the store will be located.

West said the committee wants to put
it in the old Jubilee building, which
Fleming Foods closed in September
1999, but the owner lives in another
country, and Fleming still has a 13-year
lease on the building. He said the com-
mittee plans to send a low bid to the
owner, but they may not be able to get
the building.

In that case, he said, they will con-
sider buying another building or build-
ing their own.

Garciaended the meeting by saying
Goodland once supported three gro-
ceries, two of which shut down for rea-
sons other than Wal-Mart moving to
town.

“The sooner you join us in this ven-
ture,” he said, “the sooner it will hap-

’

pen.

Airbus to open oftice in Wichita

WICHITA (AP) — European air-
craft producer Airbus will open a de-
sign office in Wichita, U.S. Rep. Todd
Tiahrt confirmed Thursday.

and support staff for its wing design
and engineering office.

Airbus will join Boeing, Cessna Air-
craft, Bombardier Aerospace and

Grocery manager says city ‘has potential’

Bruce Gouker lives in Greeley,
Colo., and commutes two hours a day
to his job managing a food brokerage
in Denver.

He says life managing a proposed
new co-operative grocery in Goodland
looks pretty good to him.

At a meeting Thursday night at the
high school auditorium, people asked
about his background, what type of
benefits the store will offer employees,
for his vision for the grocery and how
committed he is to the project.

Gouker said he is tired of commut-
ing and he and his wife want to move

to a small town.

When he was 6, he said, he started
helping his father, a butcher who now
lives in McCook, Neb., stock grocer-
ies at the King Soopers store. Gouker
said he’s been in the business ever
since, working for and managing gro-
ceries and food brokerages.

He said when people ask him, “What
do you want to come to Goodland for?
What does Goodland have?” he always
gives the same response.

“What does Goodland have?” he
said, “Goodland has potential.”

With his experience and connec-

tions, Gouker said, he thinks the store
can be successful in a market where
two stores have closed.

“Nothing against Wal-Mart,” he
said, “butIthink we can do abetter job.
I know we can do a better job.”

The new store will offer services
Wal-Mart doesn’t, he said, and will
offer 25 to 30 full and part-time em-
ployees better wages and benefits.

Gouker said the store’s focal point
will be customer service.

“That’s how we plan to compete
against Wal-Mart,” he said. “It’1l be
sort of like Cheers; everybody will

know your name.”

Responding to a question, Gouker
said he’d be willing to sign a contract
committing himself to managing the
grocery for three years. He said most
people here don’t know him, so he un-
derstands that some will be leerie, but
he added that he’s committed to the
plan and excited.

“I’mnot going to come in and in three
years when my contract is up I leave
because I miss Starbucks,” he said. “I
look to maybe retire in this place. That’s
my dream and reality usually follows
your dreams if you work hard.”

Dollmaker says work gets her out of the house

DOLLS, from Page 1

with their dolls, Schippert said, to keep
the dolls clean longer. And apparently
her advice worked.

One of her daughters still has a walk-
ing doll that she bought in the 1950s,
Schippert said, and it’s still in good
shape. Only the shoes and socks
needed to be replaced.

She volunteers to do the mending at
the Good Samaritan Home, Schippert
said, and helps with the home’s Bingo
game on Wednesdays and she’s a vol-
unteer cashier at the gift shop at Good-
land Regional Medical Center.

Schippert said she enjoys working,
as it gives her a chance to get away
from the house. And volunteering and
doll making keeps her busy.

“If people keep their hands busy,”

she said, “they don’t have time to
worry.”

Schippert has lived in Goodland
since January 1946. She was born in
Elmwood, Neb., and lived in Colby
and Atwood before moving here.

Herhusband Paul served in the army
during World War II, and served in
Europe from 1941-45. She lived with
his parents in Atwood during that time.

She began working atadrug store in
1955 and worked there for 28 years,
Schippert said, then worked at

Gibson’s for 13 years before retiring in
1992.

Paul had not been well for several
years, she said, and she wanted to
spend more time with him. He died
May 2.

Paul was a street and alley superin-
tendent for the city for 28 years,
Schippert said, and worked alongside
the men under him, painting curbs on
his hands and knees.

Her two daughters, Schippert said,
are Loretta, who lives in Mound Val-

ley in southeast Kansas and Pauline,
who lives in Castle Rock, Colo. Both
graduated from Goodland High
School, and Pauline went to the tech-
nical school here.

She has grandchildren and great
grandchildren, Schippertsaid, and her
great grandson’s wife is expecting a
child next year.

Internet tonight! 899-2338
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Harry Potter |2

and the Sorcerer’s Stone |£
PG: Some scary moments, mild language. 2
www.goodlandnet.com/movies “

theatre for $1 OFF on a

Showing thru December 13
Nightly 7:00

Movie Bucks Make Great Gifts!

[ 1203 Main — Phone 899-6103 l

large popcorn & 2 med.
drinks
EXP. 12/31/01

Genesis Movie
Saturday and Sunday 1:30

PAULIE ()

Admission is a toy or food donation to
Genesis

Airbus, the world’s No. 2 commer-
cial airplane maker and Boeing’s chief
rival, said it will hire 50 to 60 engineers
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Raytheon Aircraft as major aerospace
manufacturers with a presence in
Wichita.

Residential Real Estate

Farm and Ranch

1016 Sherman |

1st time home buyer or investment property. This home consists of 5 bedrooms, 1 bath,
hardwood flooring in living and dinning room. Woodburning fire place in living room.

Downstairs you’ll find 3 bedrooms and family room. Plumbing for extra bath. For your
viewing call Joyce.

Other fine listings:

Lots-Westmoor Acres 222 W. 9th 524 E. Hwy 24 (Com.) 318 Broadway

1528 Colorado 605 E. 5th 7005 Cty. Rd. 5 817 Eustis (pending)

1023 Caldwell 1019 Caldwell ~ (pending) 301 Willow (pending)

1323 Caldwell 815 Harrison 502 Center (pending) 17th & Montana lots

241 Cherry Lots Toelkes 412 & 412 1/2 Center 310 Rule, Kanorado

301 Center Lots Broadway 1501 Caldwell (pending)

802 E. 5th 1506 Center 217 N Kennedy 408 W. 11th (pending)

403 & 411 Cherry 1016 Sherman (Sharon Springs) 216 Clark (pending)
Call Joyce to look at

any of these fine houses.

il
115 E. 9th » Goodland, Kansas
www.joneslandco.com ¢ (785) 899-0500

Robert Jones/owner/broker  (785) 899-6135

Joyce Boehme/residential agent * (785) 899-3548

EQUAL HOUSING

Your KEY to business success.

421 E. 17th Street
Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 899-7375

YES!

McB’s Motor Company
* Tire Sales & Service
Most tires come with Road Hazard warranty
* 24 Hour mobile tire service

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

YOUR

ad could be herel!
Call Bill or Eric at

899-2338

The

Goodland Daily News

Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628

NE\X/ SYSTEM

Prebessicual

WINDOW
CLEANING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or

Chris & Beth Lewon
"We do windows”

Residential Real Estate

115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor

EQUAL HOUSING

BANKWEST

OF KANSAS

SUNWEST

BANKS OF COLORADO

A BRANCH OF BANKWEST OF KANSAS

Low Fixed Rates Also Available Certain Terms and Conditions Apply

COLBY

Introducing Our New

Feeder Finance Program

5.95% FIXED RATE

On qualified feeder cattle purchases.

& New Variable Rates As Low As
5.92% Ag Real Estate Financing
6.42% Ag Equipment Financing

BANKLINE 1-888-828-2265
ST. FRANCIS IDALIA

After Hours Phone #’s

Alex’s

24 Hour Wrecker Service
Rollback Available
Tire Service

AAR

-
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Radiator and Auto Repair

531 W. 17th » Goodland, KS 6773 XABR

Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #
785-899-6916 Cell #
1-888-285-0151 (800#)

Auto, Truck, Tractor,
Radiator Repair, Auto
Repair, Tire Service, Oil
Change, Small Engine

Repair, Lawn Mowers,

Managed (No - Load) Index Funds

Be In Index Funds when the market is Over Sold
and In Money Markets when the Market Is Over Bought!

Call for free investors kit and complete disclosure document.

AMERICAN FINANCIAL 1ic

Mike van Maarth 1-888-346-9436 ® Burlington, Colo.

More than 30 years of experience.

OPEN Monday - Saturday.
2233 Caldwell

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

sri > [800-886-2423] <

We'll always be there for you.

LIFE - HOME « CAR * FARM - BUSINESS

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974

SHELTER

INSURANCE




