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Do the math: Denver needs a 4-0 finish

DENVER (AP) — The Denver
Broncos understand that they have to
win their last four games or kiss the
postseason goodbye.

At 6-6, the Broncos need to finish
10-6 to extend their season.

Last week, coach Mike Shanahan
explained to the playersthat they had
towinfour of their last fivetofinishat
10-6. Followinga21-10lossto Miami
on Sunday, the Broncos are down to
their last chance.

“To the guys without a math back-
ground, | hadto point that outtothem,”
Shanahansaidinararejokingmoodon
Monday. “For the guys with a math

background, | think it was pretty el-
ementary. We know what we have to
do. I think we all know our backs are
against thewall.”

But Shanahan insisted his team
shouldn’t ook too far ahead.

“The only thing we have to worry
about is Seattle (Denver’s next oppo-
nent),” Shanahan said. “We can’t
worry about anybody el se. Thinking of
anything other than that would be a
mistake. If wetakecareof businesson
Sunday, then we' ve got a chance to
look forward to the next week.”

TheBroncoscarriedal0-Oleadinto
thefourth quarter on Sunday.

Miami mounted its only scoring
march to makeit 10-7 with 13:45 | eft.
OnDenver’snext series, Brian Griese
triedtoget rid of theball onablitz,and
the errant pass bounced off defensive
end Kenny Mixon'sleftthighandinto
hisarms. Heran 56 yardsfor atouch-
down.

On the ensuing kickoff, Chris Cole
fumbled, and Miami recovered at the
7. Twoplayslater, theDolphinsscored
again.

“One play changed everything,”
Griesesaid. “Itwasmy fault. | wastry-
ingto get rid of the ball and not take a
sack. If | takeasack, weprobably win.”

Avalanche extend streak

DENVER (AP) — The Colorado
Avalanche finally seem primed for a
challenge.

Colorado extended its unbeaten
streak to five games Monday night
with a 4-2 victory over the Ottawa
Senators.

Now, the Avalanche, 4-0-1 in their
lastfive, areeagerly awaiting Wednes-
day night’ sshowdownwiththeleague-
leading Red Wingsin Detroit.

“It's always fun to play against
them,” Colorado captain Joe Sakic
said. “We are up for the challenge.
They havebeenunbelievablethisyear.
We' re starting to get into alittle bit of
agroove, sowe' relooking forward to
it.”

Sakic had four assists and Adam
Foote added three as the Avalanche
postedtheir fifth straight homevictory.

Inother NHL games, Chicagoedged
Montreal 3-2, and Calgary beat L os

Kennison
retirement
cut short

KANSASCITY, Mo. (AP)—Wide
receiver Eddie Kennison hassigned a
two-year contract withtheK ansasCity
Chiefs, the team announced Monday.

Kennison, asix-year veteran, played
eight gameswith the Denver Broncos
thisseason, catching 15 passesfor 169
yards and one touchdown.

The Broncos released Kennison in
November after he told coach Mike
Shanahan he had lost his love for the
gameandwasretiring. Kennisonmade
theannouncement just 16 hoursbefore
a game, forcing coaches and backup
receiversto make quick adjustments.

A few days later, Kennison said he
changed his mind. He said illnesses
suffered by hiswifeandfather anddis-
appointment over hislack of produc-
tivity on thefield had led to hisorigi-
nal statement.

Buffs keep
Texas from

Rose Bowl

IRVING, Texas(AP)—Just call the
Colorado Buffaloes the Rose Bowl
elimination squad. One week after
erasingNebraska sroadtothenational
title game, they knocked Texas out of
the way, too.

Chris Brown ran for three touch-
downsastheNo. 9 Buffsturned Texas
quarterback Chris Simms’ four first-
half turnoversinto 26 points, thenheld
off arally to beat theNo. 3 Longhorns
39-37 Saturday nightfor theirfirst Big
12 championship.

Colorado (10-2) fulfilled thevision
coach Gary Barnett had for the Buffs
thissummer when no oneel seexpected
much from them after a 3-8 season.

Their stunning turnaround will
continue in a Bowl Championship
Seriesgame, likely the FiestaBowl.
Representativesfrom the bowl were
in the locker room right after the
win.

“When we left the hotel today, |
told them we are ateam of destiny,”
Barnett said. “No oneis playing with
moreheart right now. Whoever weplay
next, they’ regoingtofaceoneheck of
afootball team.”

Simms' meltdown prevented Texas
(10-2) fromitsown storybook season.

Texasknew before kickoff that if it
won, it would be in position to move
up to No. 2 in the second-to-last BCS
standings because Floridalost to Ten-
nessee.

Instead, the Longhorns are likely
headedtotheHoliday Bowl for thesec-
ond straight year, thistimeagainst No.
19 Washington.

Angeles2-0.

The Stanley Cup champion Ava-
lanche, after ashaky start totheseason,
have climbed into third place in the
Northwest Division with 30 points.
Division-leading Edmonton has 36
points.

Colorado got second-period goals
from Greg deVriesand rookie Radim
Vrbatato break a2-2tie.

Backup goalie David Aebischer,
making hisseventhstart, had 32 saves.
Ottawa' s Patrick Lalime made 21.

Aebischer faced 19 shotsinthefirst
period— themost by the Senatorsina
periodthisseason— but allowed only
two goals.

“Itdidn’tlook goodfor usearly on,”
Sakic said, “but David made some
huge saves, and we had a pretty good
second and third period. We got more
confidenceafter wetiedthegame 2-2.
We had no businessbeing inthe game
after thefirst period, except that David
kept usin there and gave us a chance
towin.”

The Broncos | ost despite a season-
best defensive effort that held Miami
to 218total yards.

“Wedid somethingsagainst Miami
that nobody has donethisyear except
for maybe St. Louis,” Shanahan said.
“But we made mistakes, and it wound
up costing usthe game.

“Any timeyougiveuponly 12 first
downsand 218 yards of total offense,
you’ re doing some good thingsonthe
defensivesideof theball. On offense,
we controlled the line of scrimmage.
We controlled the tempo of the game.
Wewereahead 10-zip at theend of the
third quarter, but you' vegot tobeable

to finish the game, and we didn’t fin-
ishit. They did. Obviously, we'redis-
appointed.”

The Broncos, at least, came out of
the Miami game in relatively good
health.

Backuplinebacker LeeWoodall has
astrained left hamstring and is ques-
tionablefor Sunday night’shomegame
against Seattle.

Wide receiver Rod Smith, who
missed the Miami game with a
sprained |eft ankle, also looks to be
guestionable. Tests on Smith’s ankle
were negative, and Shanahan said
Smith will try to practice on Wednes-

day.

Another receiver, Keith Poole,
might miss his second straight game
because of bruisedribs.

Defensive end Bert Berry remains
guestionable with a shoulder separa-
tion, and offensiveguard L ennieFried-
man continues to be hobbled by &
sprained knee.

Offensive tackle Trey Teague
(bruised leg, strained hamstring),
safety Eric Brown (lacerated finger),
tight end Desmond Clark (strainec
groin) and linebacker Keith Burns
(bruised calf, Achilles' tendinitis) all
areexpectedtobeavail ablethisweek.

KANSASCITY,Mo. (AP)—Kan-
sas State, keeping its string of bowl
appearances alive, accepted a bid
Monday to play Syracuse in the
Insight.Com Bowl.

Thegamewill beplayed Dec. 29in
Phoenix, sceneof theWildcats victory
over Syracuseinthe1997 FiestaBowl.

KansasState(6-5) fell out of consid-
eration for amajor bowl when it lost
four gamesin arow in the middle of
theseason. But theWildcatswill also
be motivated by keeping their string

Cats will play in Insight.com Bowl

of winning seasons alive at nine
straight.

“We're still in aposition to play
for awinning season or not awin-
ning season,” said Kansas State
coach Bill Snyder.

“We'reeither goingtobea7-5or
a 6-6 team. There’s not aplayer in
our program who has ever experi-
enced a season when they won less
than 11 games. There are some
thingsthey’ d like to hang onto.”

No. 18 Syracuse, coached by Paul

Pasqual oni, was 9-3 in the regular
season.

The Wildcats beat the Orangeman
and quarterback Donovan McNabb
35-18 in the 1997 Fiesta Bowl. Kan-
sasState’ sfirst bowl under Snyder was
theCopper Bowl in1993, whicheven-
tually becamethe I nsight.Com bowl.

Thevictory inthe FiestaBowl was
Kansas State's first in amajor post-
season game and went along way to-
ward establishing the Wildcats as a
big-time program.
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