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Pakistani troops block escape

FIGHTING, from Page 1

tars.

Oneof thecommanders, Haji Zahir,
said hisfighters had driven al-Qaida
forcesout of thevalley except for one
or two mortar positions, which he ex-
pected to fall soon.

The pro-bin Laden forces had re-
treatedtothemain ToraBoracomplex,
amiletothesouthwest, andtribal fight-
ers seized 15 cavesin Milawa, some
still withammunitioninthem, hesaid.

Pakistani troopsonthe other side of
thenearby border deployedtoblock al-
Qaidafighters escape.

Afghanistan’sinterim primeminis-
ter, Hamed K arzai, said al-Qai damust
be eliminated as the country tries to
build a stable post-Taliban govern-
ment.

“What Afghanistan needsisthefull
establishment of anational state, but
firstwemust root out all theterrorists.
Wearegoingafter all of al-Qaida' ssafe
houses,” he told journalists in the
former house of Taliban supreme
leader Mullah Mohammed Omar in
Kandahar. “Wemust burnout all these

roots.”

Afghan forcesare hunting for Mul-
lah Omar and other Taliban leaders
who disappeared after the former rul-
ing militiafled its last stronghold,
Kandahar, on Friday.

U.S. Marines from Camp Rhino
base in the deserts southwest of Kan-
dahar stepped up their search for al-
Qaidaand Talibanfightersintheregion
today, when a.column of armored ve-
hicles and helicopters set up a new
“stagingarea’ about 12 milesfromthe
city.

The staging ground was located at
thebaseof arocky mountain overl ook-
ing at least one main highway. From
the site, Marines can move quickly
against fleeing fighters, spokesman
Capt. Stewart Upton said.

The hunter-killer teams have LAV-
25s— fast-moving armored vehicles
with a25mm turret gun — and Hum-
vees armed with TOW anti-tank mis-
siles. They are backed by Huey com-
mand and control helicopters and Co-
braattack helicopters.

“If the Taliban hold their weapons,
they will die,” Upton said. Another

School board to discuss
lease for Head Start

The Goodland School Board will
discuss leasing land behind West El-
ementary School to the Northwest
KansasEducational ServiceCenterfor
amodular building for the Headstart
program at its meeting today.

Members will gather at 5:45 p.m.
today at theadministrationbuildingon
Main to take the annual board picture
and will start their regular meeting at
6 p.m., an hour earlier than usual.

The board will not meet again until
Monday, Jan. 14, skipping the second
meeting of the month so memberscan
celebrate the holidays.

Member MikeCampbell, thedistrict
representative on the service center
board, has been keeping the board up-
dated on the progress of the building,
which the Oakley-based center will
own but will be on school property.

At the last meeting, Campbell said
the center board accepted a $78,450
bidtobuilda27-foot-by-84-foot buil d-
ing behind West. He said they want to
start assoon aspossible. Thebuilding
will be used by Headstart, a program
to prepare children from low-income

familiesfor school.

Theboardwill alsohear reportsfrom
Superintendent Marvin Selby; mem-
ber Ron Schilling, district representa-
tive onthe Northwest Kansas Techni-
cal College board; and junior high
Principal Jm Mull, Professional De-
velopment Council representative.

Members will approve payment to
DonVaughnInc., acontractor working
ontheremodeling project at Goodland
High School, and may go behind
closed doors to talk about personnel
matters.
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spokesman, Capt. David Romley, said
theM arineswoul d not enter Kandahar.

The Marines at the new staging
groundincluded bothfreshtroopsand
membersof a“raidtask force” that had
aready been patrolling areas outside
Kandahar in recent days.

“Things are going very well,” said
Major Tom Impellitteri, 32, of Penn-
sylvania, a member of the raid team.
While out in the field in recent days,
“one of our guys took a New York
firefighter bumper sticker and put it
right on one of the bridges out here,”
hesaid.

Helicopters ferried food, claymore
mines, claymore mines, mortar shells
and other equipment to the new stag-
ing area, kicking up dust in the desert
|andscape.

“We sat on the ship (in the Arabian
Sea) for twoand ahalf tothreemonths
...anditwaskillingus. Now weget out
here.

Thereisn’tanythingelsewe drather
do,” said Sgt. Corey, who declined to
givehislast name.

Back at Camp Rhino, other Marines
set up atemporary prisoner of war fa-

cility. Romley said captiveswould be
fed, given medical care and allowed
visits by the international Red Cross
until their status was determined.

So far, John Walker, an American
whofoughtwiththeTaliban, istheonly
detainee held at Camp Rhino. Upton
saidWalker, 20, of Fairfax, Calif., was
in good condition and wasrecovering
fromdehydrationand agunshotwound
intheleg.

Walker has been providing useful
information, and nofinal decisionhad
been made on hisfate, officials say.

U.S. officialstoday were weighing
whether to make public avideotape of
binLadenthat theBushadministration
says makes clear that the al-Qaida
|eader was behind the Sept. 11 terror
attacksin the United States.

“We'd liketo be abletoreleaseit,”
Wolfowitz said, adding that officials
weremaking surethat doing sowould
compromiseintelligence sources.

On the tape, bin Laden recalls tun-
ing into news shows hours beforethe
attacks, waiting to hear reports about
thedestruction,aU.S. official said. Bin
L adenal sosaysthat after thefirst plane
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The Sherman County commis-
sionerswill meet at 8 a.m. Tuesday
tohear competinginsurancepropos-
asfor the coming year.

Tom Job of the Kansas Counties
Insurance Pool will present a pro-
posal for thecounty packageat 9:45
am.,tobefollowedat 10:30a.m. by
a presentation from Eklund Insur-
ance of Goodland by Jack Eklund
and Janette Ruddell.

Thepresentationswill includethe
bidsfrom thetwo companieswhich
the commissioners will compare
before making a decision. The
county insurance comes up for re-
newal next year, and thiswill give
the commissioners a chance to see
the proposals before the renewal
date.

Thecommissionerswill alsohold
a special hearing to amend this

Countytoreview
Insurance bids

year’sbudget for adjustmentstothe
Road and Bridge, Soldier’'sMemo-
rial Park and Noxious Weed bud-
gets.

A new budget hastobecreatedfor
the sheriff’s commissary, which
sellsitemsto prisoners, including
toiletries, candy and writing sup-
plies. It was started thisyear.

Commissioners will also gather
thelettersof support andreviewthe
namesfor thesupport group for the
Sherman County part of the enter-
prise grant proposal. The material
has to be sent thisweek to Leoti to
be part of the regional grant effort
that has to be sent to the state by
Wednesday, Dec. 19.

The commissioners meet in the
commissionroomonthemainfloor
of the Sherman County courthouse,
onBroadway south of Eighth Street.

By the Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

OSL O, Norway — TheUnited Na-
tions and its Secretary-General Kofi
Annan receive the Nobel Peace Prize
at acentennial presentationthat comes
in the midst of global terrorism and
conflict.

Annanwastodeliver thetraditional
Nobel lecture on Monday, while the
president of the U.N. General Assem-
bly, South Korean Foreign Minister
Han Seung-soo, was to accept on be-
half of theorganizationinaceremony
at Oslo City Hall, followed by atorch-
light parade and abanquet.

On Sunday, Annan dismissed con-
cernsabout accepting apeaceprize—
worth $950,000 — in the shadow of
escalating violenceintheMiddle East
and a global fight against terrorism
after Sept. 11 attacks.

“What isimportant isthat we don't
lose hope,” Annan said at anews con-
ference.

Theprizewasto be presented tothe
two men in the presence of Norway’s
royal family and several laureatesfrom
previousyearswho wereinvited for a
week of centennial celebrations.

Theawardsin literature, medicine,
physics, chemistry and economics
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were to be presented the same day in
Stockholm, Sweden, where some 160
laureates from those categories were
gathered.

MOSCOW — Secretary of State
Colin Powell cites little change in
Russia soppositiontorewritingaland-
mark arms-control pacttoallowaU.S.
missile defense.

Hedoesn't rule out abreakthrough,
however, and hopes Russiawill give
morespecificsonitsresponsetoaU.S.
promiseto slash nuclear missiles.

“Thereis till adifference of opin-
ion” onthe1972Anti-BallisticMissile
treaty, Powell told reportersinadvance
of meetings Monday with Russian
President VVladimir Putin and Foreign
Minister Igor Ivanov.

President Bush wants the treaty,
which prohibitseither nationfrom put-
ting anational missiledefensesystem
in place, scrapped or modified.

But Russian officials want to keep
the 1972 pact intact, viewing isas an
essential arms-control document”We
haven'’t been ableto persuadethemoth-
erwise,” Powell said.

NATIONAL

SPACE CENTER, Houston (AP) —

Work in the linked space shuttle En-
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deavour andinternational spacestation
was temporarily halted as the astro-
nautsand cosmonautsaboard honored
thevictimsof the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks.
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/" Infinite variety on the ‘Net

There’s a whole new world waiting out there.
Whatever you're interested in, the Internet, with its
millions of postings and services, has it. Weather, time of
day, art, archives, news, hobbies . . . If you can imagine it,

someone has put it on the Internet.

Use it for business.

Use it for school. Use

it for pleasure. Use it just to find out what'’s

out there. Pick a topic and search the entire

Preparations for a spacewalk on
M onday to perform somemaintenance
outside space station Alpha were
stopped asthreeastronaut crewsgath-
eredinside.
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World Wide Web for it ... in just seconds.
E-mail for fun and profit

E-mail is fast, affordable and inexpensive.
From your computer, you can send and
receive messages anywhere in the

world . . . for no charge . . . once you

have an Internet connection.

*In most cases; we'll try anyway.




