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at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 4:30 p.m.

Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:06 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:30 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 32 degrees
+ Humidity 40 percent
« Sky partly sunny
+ Winds north 17 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 29.90 inches

and falling

* Record High 74° (1980)
* Record Low -08° (0000)

Last 24 Hours*

High 50°
Low 21°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear, low 19,
winds west 10-20 m.p.h. Tomorrow:
mostly cloudy, high 42, low 16, winds
northeast 10-20 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday and Sunday: cloudy,
high 28, low 10.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.59 bushel
Posted county price — $2.45
Corn — $1.95 bushel
Posted county price — $1.85
Loan deficiency payment — 14¢
Milo — $1.67 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.69 bushel
Posted county price — $3.68
Loan deficiency payment — $1.24
Millet — $3.75 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.85 cwi.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 70¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $19 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Man accused
of killing wife

CEDAR VALE — A southeast
Kansasmanaccused of killing his
wifeasshehidinaclosetwasheld
Wednesday on $1 million bond,
the Chautauqua County Sheriff
Department said.

Richard Reed was stopped and
arrested by Sheriff Frank Green
near Cedar Vale early Monday,
shortly after Shirley Reedwasshot
and her teen-age daughter
wounded, the department said.

Reed was charged with first-
degree murder, first-degree at-
tempted murder, burglary andvio-
lation of aprotective order.

Shirley Reed, 35, called authori-
tiesabout 4a.m. Monday and said
shewashidingfromanarmedman
who had shot her inthearm. The
man found her inacloset and shot
her again, authorities said.

Her 16-year-old daughter met
officersat thedoor of thehomeand
was taken to a Wichita hospital .

Video
recorded
recently

Tape shows gaunt,
defensive bin Laden

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Osamahin
Laden, pale and gaunt after months of
U.S. bombardment, defended“ our ter-
ror” against the United Statesinavid-
eotape apparently made in recent
weeksand broadcastinfull today onan
Arabic satellitechannel.

Bin Laden, his beard gone mostly
white, appeared
sittinginfront of a
cave wall with a
machine gun
propped to his
right. He praised
theperpetratorsof
the Sept. 11 at-
tacks on the
United States and
the 1998 bomb-
ings of two U.S.
embassiesin east-

Bin Laden

ernAfrica

But he did not directly take respon-
sibility for the attacks, both of which
have been blamed on hisal-Qaidater-
ror network.

Occasionaly smiling, binLadensaid
itwas"inconceivable” that hisfollow-
erswould“goafterinnocentcivilians.”

“Qur terrorism is against America.
Our terrorismisablessed terrorismto
prevent theunjust personfromcommit-
tinginjusticeandto stopAmerican sup-
portforlsragl,whichkillsour sons,” bin
Ladensaidinthevideo.Al-Jazeerahad
broadcast excerptsWednesday and to-
day beforeplayingtheentiretapeinthe
evening.

Thosewho carried out theattackson
New York and Washington were “just
19 high school students — may God
accept them as martyrs— who shook
America, struck the American
economy intheheart and hitthebiggest
military force at its heart with God's
help,” he said in the tape, aired on the
Qatar-based Al-Jazeeranewschannel.

It was not clear where the tape —
which the United States dismissed as
“propaganda’ — was made.

But bin L aden makescommentssug-
gesting it was made in early or mid-
December. He said he was speaking
“three months after the blessed attack
against the international infidels and
theirleaders, theUnited States, and two
months after the beginning of the vi-
ciousaggressionagainst Ilam,” appar-
ent references to the Sept. 11 attacks
andtotheOct. 7 startof U.S. retaliatory
bombing of Afghanistan.

U.S. forces have been searching
caves in the mountainous Tora Bora
areaof easternAfghanistan, wherebin
Laden’s al-Qaida fighters made their
last stand. But for weeks, U.S. officids
say, they have had no indication of
where bin Laden might be — in Tora
Bora, elsawhere in Afghanistan, flee-
ing across Pakistan or even dead.

Pakistani President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf said in Chinarecently he
was “reasonably sure” bin Laden had
beenkilledby U.S.bombsat ToraBora.

A spokesmanfor Afghanistan’snew
defense ministry said today that bin
Ladenwasinaborder areaof Pakistan
with “friends’ of a Pakistani Islamic
activist.

Thespokesman, MohammadAbesl,
did not give any sourcesfor hisinfor-
mation. And the interim prime minis-
ter, HamidKarzai, said hisgovernment
did not know where bin Laden was.

Abeel saidbinLadenwaswithasso-
ciates of Maulana Fazal-ur Rehman,
thejailedleader of Jamiat Ulema-e-ls-
lam, a pro-Taliban Pakistani party.
Rehman denied the report in atele-
phoneinterview with Al-Jazeera.

ThenewAl-Jazeeratape, oneof sev-
eral the station has broadcast, showed
bin Laden dressed in a green camou-
flagemilitary jacket.

Ashespokeintothecamera, heges-
tured with hisright hand, keeping his
left hand till at hisside. Bin Ladenis
| eft-handed, according to the FBI
website. It wasn't clear if he avoided
using that hand because of a problem
orinjury.llamconsiderstheright hand
moreblessed and | eft-handed gestures
can be considered less proper. Bin
L aden often hasbeen shown gesturing
with hisright hand.

After-Christmas
sales are popular

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Half-price stickers on empty
shelves, long linesat the cashregister
and longer lines at the customer ser-
vicedesk: suchisthelifeof aretailer
on Dec. 26.

People were out in droves to take
advantageof theafter-Christmassales
Wednesday, and morethan afew had
giftstoreturn.

Whilesomestoreshad morereturns

desk at Wal-Mart Wednesday as many people had Christmas giftsto the person wanted.

than others, most heard the samerea-
sonsover and over.

Cashier Tim Jones, who dealt with
long lines at the Wal-Mart customer
servicedesk, said most of thereturns
werebecausetheitemwasthewrong
sizeor thecustomer justdidn’tlikeit.
And somewerejust because.

“1 hadalady acoupl eof weeksago,”
Jonessaid, “return apair of turquoise
shoes because she didn’t like the
color.”

He said he wondered why she
bought them if she didn’t like the
color.

Most of the returns were because
the gift didn’t fit, said Tom Roesch,

Shoppers out to return presents

manager at Alco Discount Store, or it
wasthewrong item.

A lot of returnswere exchanged, a
J.C. Penney employee said, as most
were simply thewrong size.

Oneretailer had few returns but a
good after-Christmas sale.

Therewerevery few returnsat his
store, Dollar General Manager Dean
Terry said, but most customersat the
store are satisfied with their pur-
chases.

Dollar General was busy, he said,
with customersseeking bargainsafter
Christmas. And the store enjoyed a
good holiday season, he said.

Other stores had successful sales

Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Wednesday aswell.

The day after Christmas, Roesch
said, peopleareawayslooking for a
bargain. It happens every year, he
said.

Employees at Penney’s said the
store had a good day for sales. A lot
of customers were returning things,
they said, but evenmorewerebuying.

And at Wal-mart, customerslined
up at al of the cash registers. And
shelveswere getting bare by 4 p.m.

AsMarilyn Bohl, who was stock-
ing Hallmark cards, said, “It's out
withtheold, in with the new.”

And indeed, many empty shelves
needed the new.

‘Elves’ work miracle for distressed family

By Lee Hill Kavanaugh
The Kansas City Star
GARDNER (AP) — Perry Bice
turns off the van’s engine but remains
behind thewheel. Hisshouldersbegin
rackingwith sobs. Thevandoorsswing
open and two children scramble out.
“Why ismy daddy crying?’ asks9-
year-old Branson Bice. Parked in the
driveway is abrand-new, wheelchair-
accessiblevan, next tothesmall house
in Gardner. A gold and red bow is
wrappedarounditswindshield; nearby,
Branson spotsatrampolineand abas-

ketball goal near a new wheelchair
ramp.

“Thosearetearsof joy,” answershis
aunt Cynthia, astears well up in her
eyes, too.

On this Christmas morning, at their
new home, the Bice family isliving a
Christmasmemory they will never for-
get, thanks to a group of anonymous
soulsknown asthe Elvesof Christmas
Present.

For the 12th year, hundreds of elves
inthe Kansas City areahavetoiled for
weeks, findingfamilieswhoneeded an

NEW DELHI, India(AP)—India
banned Pakistan’'s national airline
from entering Indian airspace and
ordered half of Pakistan's embassy
staff out of the country today asten-
sions heightened between the two
nuclear-armed rivals.

Pakistan immediately matched
India’s sanctions, accusing New
Delhi of fanningthecrisiswhilesay-
ing it wanted to hold talksto defuse
tensions. Still, government spokes-
man Gen. Rashid Quereshi said Pa-
kistan still has*“ the capacity to react
andretaliateinall conceivableways’
—though hesaid anuclear confron-
tation was“ unthinkable.”

InWashington, Secretary of State
Colin Powell called leaders on both

India, Pakistan trade
airline, embassy bans

sidesWednesday, urgingthemtopull
back from confrontationandresolve
their differencesthrough dialogue.
China— apowerhouseneighbor-
ing both nations— also saidtoday it
was" deeply worried” by India-Paki-
stantensionsand calledfor “ dialogue
and consultations’ to keep stability.
With both sides fortifying and
sending troopsto their border, fears
haverisenover theprospect of anew
conflict after Indiaaccused Pakistan
of sponsoringaDec. 13gunattack on
Parliament in New Delhi that killed
14 people. Islamabad denies the
charge. Accusing Pakistan of “sup-
porting terrorism,” India’s Security
Cabinet approved a swath of new
diplomatic and economic sanctions.

extraspecia Christmas.

TheBiceswereone.

On Christmas Eve, Perry Bice and
hiswife, Kathrine, arein their apart-
ment in Ol athe, recounting how aman
calling himself Chief EIf telephoned
two weeks earlier asking if his group
could bring their children somegifts.

“Our kidswill lovethis,” saysPerry
Bice, 42, aformer youth minister work-
ing for acommunications company in
Gardner.

He flips open his wallet to show a
tattered photo of five children snug-

glingclosetotheir parents, including
toddlerinher mother’sarms. Thephotc
wastaken just days before the toddler
— Rishonn, age 3—died.

“1lovethisphoto. Rishonn’sfeeding
tube is hidden by the blanket,” says
Perry Bice, withasigh, then asmile.

Thereweretimesthat thefamily had
littleto smile about.

Threeyearsago, Perry Bicewaslaid
off hisjobinlowa. Dayslater, ahouse
fireleft them with nothing, but every-

See ELVES, Page 7

County plans to keep
year-end meeting short

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

The Sherman County commission-
ersplan to keep their final meeting of
the year Friday morning as short as
possible, and the agendahas no sched-
uled appointments.

Thebrief meetingispart of theefforts
towind up the year. The commission-
ersplanto pay any year-end hills. Of-
ficesin the courthouse will close for
public business at noon to allow the
employeesand auditorsto balanceand
closethebooksfor theyear. Thecourt-
housewill beclosedMonday and Tues-
day for theNew Yearsholiday, andwill
reopen at 8 a.m. on Wednesday.

Paying thefinal billsof theyear and
reviewingthemail aretheregular busi-
nessitemsfor commissioners.

The commissioners selected the
KansasCounty AssociationMulti-line
Pool and Kansas Workers Risk Coop-
erative for Counties at their Dec. 18
meeting to handleall the county insur-
ancefor the coming year.

Implementing the decision to move
thecounty insuranceto the poolsisthe
only itemof new businessthecommis-
sionersexpect tohandle. Thisincludes
approving resolutions and bylaws for
the association by resolution.

The commissioners have no sched-
uled appointments, but themeetingwill
be openfor public appearancesfrom 8
to 8:15 am. Thefirst meeting for the
new year will beat 8 am. on Tuesday,
Jan. 8, in the commissioners room on
the first floor of the Sherman County
courthouse, 813 Broadway Ave.



