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A Goodland boy won the Kansas
City Chiefs' regional punt, pass, kick
team competitionandwill goontothe
national competition before an NFL
playoff gamein January.

Bobby Miller won in Kansas City
withal106-foot, nine-inch punt; a140-
foot, eight-inch pass; and a 97-foot,
nine-inch kick for atotal of 345 feet,
two inches.

Heand ErikaGonzalescompetedin
the regional competition before the
Chiefs-Broncosgameat KansasCity's
Arrowhead Stadium on Sunday, Dec.
16. Gonzales did not qualify for the
national competition.

Broncos
wiped out
by injuries

DENVER (AP)— Denver Broncos
defensivetackleTrevor Prycebelieves
thisyear’steam is more talented than
thetwo Super Bowl winnersheplayed
on. Injuries, however, wiped out that
advantage.

Injuries to wide receivers, running
backs and offensive linemen — par-
ticularly wideoutsM cCaffrey and Rod
Smith and running back Terrell Davis
— kept the Broncos from being more
than a.500 team.

At 7-7, Denver plays out the string
in its final two games, having been
mathematically eliminated from the
playoffs on Sunday and realistically
eliminated aweek earlier.

Asked on Wednesday if the roster
needed an overhaul in the off-season,
Pryce said, “We should keep the same
56 guyswe' vegot. Thisisthebestteam,
talent-wise, that I’ vebeenon. I’ vewon
two Super Bowls (in 1997 and 1998),
and | think we are much moretalented
at alot of positions than we were on
thoseteams. That’sjust thetruth.”

Soistheproblemexclusively health-
related?

“That'sall itis,” hesaid.
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Gonzaleswonthelocal competition
for girls10-11 in September with 222
feet, nine inches from the combined
scores of apunt, passand kick.

Miller wonthe Goodland contest for
boys 12-13 with 469 feet, 10inches.

The two went to Scott City for the
sectional competition Oct. 6, where
they wontheir agedivisions. Whenall
the other sectionals were complete,
they werestill ontopandthusqualified
for theteam competition.

The top four scorers from all the
first-placefinaistsineachagedivision
fromtheteam competitionsgoontothe
national competition.
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KANSASCITY,Mo. (AP)—All-
pro tight end Tony Gonzalez broke
his silence Wednesday and insisted
that hehasno desiretogiveupfoot-
ball for an NBA career.

Heis, however,increasingly frus-
trated at anoffensivesystemthat has
curtailed the production that’s sent
himtotheProBowl thepast two sea-
sons. And he does hopeto get a 10-
day tryout with an NBA team this
winter.

“Football ismy love. Football is
what 1'm going to do,” said Gon-
zalez, whoseoff-stated desiretoplay
intheNBA hasresurfacedinhiscon-
tract year with the Kansas City
Chiefs.

“I"'m afootball player first. |
would never, ever, EVER consider
giving up football for basketball.
That would be stupid of me.”

Through 14 games, Gonzalez has
63 catches for 830 yards and four
touchdowns. While being named
All-Prothe past two seasons, heav-
eraged about 85 catches, 1,000yards
and 10 TDs.

Sources have said he was dis-

Chiefs tight end says
football’s his first love

pleased with theinitial contract of-
fer the Chiefs made recently. If the
team puts the franchise tag on him,
they would haveto pay himonly the
average of thetop fivetight ends, a
position group that is one of the
league’slowest-paid.

“1 want to stay here,” he said. “I
wanttomakeitwork. It’slikel have
unfinished business herein Kansas
City,” hesaid.

He would prefer not to get the
franchisetag. Butitwouldtiehimto
the Chiefsfor only onemore season.

By putting the franchise label on
him, would the Chiefs be taking a
chanceon losing him thefollowing
year to free agency?

“Tough question,” he said. “I
couldn’t answer you right now be-
causel’mnotinthat situation. If they
franchisemethisyear, | play theone-
year contract, we turn it around,
whichl think wearegoingtoandwe
haveagreat year, then | would defi-
nitely want to stay here.

“| want to stay here. That is my
No. 1 goal right now. | want to bea
Chief for life.”

Nebraska seeks redemption

in national championship

LOSANGELES (AP) — The usu-
ally formidable Nebraskadefense has
had nearly fiveweekstothink about the
62-point, 582-yard barrage delivered
by Colorado in the Cornhuskers' |ast
game.

At least two senior starters are just
happy they get achanceat redemption
inthe Rose Bowl.

“1’ve never been embarrassed to be
a part of this program, part of the
Blackshirt tradition here. That day, |
was,” linebacker Jamie Burrow said
Wednesday, as the Cornhuskers pre-
pared for the national championship
game against Miami on Jan. 3.

“It wasdepressing, weknew wegot
whupped,” cornerback K eyuo Craver
said.“l wasoutthereand | didn’t know
what wasgoingon. They werekillingus,
they just shovedit down our throats. We
learned fromthat.”

The Cornhuskers better hope so, be-
cause the Hurricanes (11-0) averaged
morethan 43 pointsthis season.

Nebraska (11-1) entered the Nov. 23
game at Colorado unbeaten thanksin
grest part to adefense that had allowed
127 points (11.5-point average) to rank
secondinthecountry inscoring defense.

But it was obvious early on that the

Cornhuskerswerein big trouble.

“Colorado was just clicking on all
cylinders,” Burrow said. “We didn’t
execute. Probably nineof our 11 start-
ershadtheir worst gameof theseason.
We had to adjust on the fly, and we
didn’t.”

Colorado scored two touchdowns
before 3 1/2 minutes had el apsed.

Issel
walks

away

DENVER (AP) — Dan Issel ac-
cepted a buyout and resigned as head
coach and president of the Denver
Nuggets on Wednesday, two weeks
after he was suspended for making an
insensitive ethnic remark to a specta-
tor.

Theannouncement came after | ssel
and general manager Kiki Vande-
weghe finalized the details of Issel’s
departurein private meetings.

“Wereached asettlement with him,
the terms of which will remain confi-
dential,” Vandeweghe said at a news
conference. “Wearevery thankful for
his years of service here and wewish
himwell.”

Assistant coach Mike Evans, who
hasbeen serving asinterim coach, will
remain in charge of theteam.

Issel had been on aleave since Sat-
urday, hours before he was to return
after afour-game suspension.

I ssel madetheremarksDec. 11 ashe
walked off the court after alossto the
Charlotte Hornets. The coach re-
spondedtoataunt fromthefanby yell-
ing back, “ Go drink another beer, you
Mexican...,” addinganexpletiveat the
end of the sentence.

bowling results

Wednesday Night Men’s Scratch Classic
League
Dec. 26
Pro Line over Fitzgibbons 13-7
Weber Kennel over Bowladium Lanes 11-9
L&M Steel over Western Kansas Valley 13-7
Sigco over Basgall Construction 14-6

Individual high game: Jerry Amthor-244
Individual high series: Jerry Amthor-872

Team high game: Fitzgibbon's Inc.-609
Team high series: Pro Line-2313

League Standings: 1. Sigco 14, 6; 2. and 3. Pro
Lineand L&M Steel 13, 7; 4. Weber Kennels 11, 9; 5.
Bowladium Lanes 9, 11; 6. and 7. Fitzgibbon's and
Western Kansas Valley 7, 13; 8. Basgall Construc-
tion 6, 14.

Thursday Night Mixed League
Dec. 20

GOING ON NOW!
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ENTIRE STOCK
SWEATERS
FOR HIM
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ENTIRE
STOCK FALL
OUTERWEAR
FOR HIM

GLOVES,
HATS
AND SCARVES

FALL AND
HOLIDAY
SWEATERS
FOR HER

KNIT AND WOVEN
LONG-SLEEVE
TOPS FOR BOYS
& GIRLS

il
il
il

0/ TURTLENECKS
0 AND MOCKNECKS
FF FROM ST, JOHN'S

BAY® & CABIN
CREEK® FOR HER

CHILDREN'S
OUTERWEAR
AND
FLEECE

ENTIRE STOCK
MEN'S
FLEECE

Items available while supplis last. Merchandise Selection may vary by store.

Mex & Company over Our Team 3-1

McDonald's over Half Fast Four 3-1

Goodland Development Corp. over Sun
America 4-0

Charlie’s Angels over Weis Oil 3-1

The Grannies & The Gramps over Blind Team
4-0

Women'’s high game: Shelly Thompson-187
Women'’s high series: Shelly Thompson-486

Men’s high game: Larry Cearley-224
Men’s high series: Larry Cearley-568

Team high game: Goodland Development Corp.-
813

Team high series: Goodland Development
Corp.-2380

League Standings: No. 1 The Grannies & The
Gramps 13-3; No. 2 Mex & Company 12-4; No. 3
Goodland Development Corp. 11-5.

ENTIRE STOCK
JOGSETS AND

FOR HER

SLEEPWEAR AND
ROBES FOR HIM
& HER

o
IF

HANDBAGS
AND WALLETS
FOR HER

o
I

HOLIDAY
FRAGRANCE
KITS

o
I

Percentage off oiginal prices. Discount applies to red-icketed, clearance prices in etal stores only. Reductions on original-price merchandise effetive unti stock is depleted.

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 25% ALL RED-TIGKETED CLEARANCE OUTERWEAR FOR HER

IF

e A

Sale prices effective 12/26-29/2001 unless otherwise noted. Percentages off regular and original prices. Actual savings may exceed stated percentage off. Regular and original prices are offering prices which may not have resulted in actual sales. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken off
original prices. Any event designated as a “sale” excludes Value Right merchandise. Merchandise selection may vary from one JCPenney store to another.

DOWNTOWN GOODLAND StoreHours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00-5:30 « Sat. 9:00-5:00 « Sun. 12:00-4:00




