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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:36 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:07 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:37 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 27 degrees
+ Humidity 25 percent
« Sky sunny
+ Winds north 6 m.p.h.
* Barometer 29.99 inches

and Falling

* Record High 63° (1962)
* Record Low -26° (1959)

Last 24 Hours*

High 30°
Low 0°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: partly cloudy, low 20s,
winds southwest 5-15 m.p.h. becom-
ing westerly. Tomorrow: cloudy, 20
percent chance of precipitation dur-
ing daytime, 40 percent chance of
snow during nighttime, high 30s, low
20s, wind northwest 5-15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday and Sunday: partly
sunny, 20 percent chance of snow,
high 30s, low 10s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.62 bushel

Posted county price — $2.49
Corn — $1.95 bushel

Posted county price — $1.83

Loan deficiency payment — 16¢
Milo — $1.67 hundredweight
Soybeans — $3.63 bushel

Posted county price — $3.59

Loan deficiency payment — $1.33
Millet — $3.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers

Oil current crop — $8.80 cw.

Loan deficiency pmt. — 67¢

Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $19 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

House blaze
kills couple

OVERLAND PARK — An
Overland Park couple died early
Wednesday after afirein their
home, officialssaid.

Glenn Chapman, 74, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene from
smokeinhalation, authoritiessaid.
His body was found inside the
house.

Hiswife, NormaJean, 71, died
|ater at ahospital.

Firepreventionchief TedMcln-
toshsaidit appearsthefirestarted
as"aresult of carel esshandling of
cigarettes.”

Thefirestartedonacouchinthe
same downstairs room where the
husband died, Mclntosh said.

Overland Park police said they
received a 911 call about 12:20
a.m. from Norma Jean Chapman.
The call was disconnected as she
talked, andthelinewasbusy when
adispatcher tried to call her back,
said Fire Capt. Bill Metcalf.

Storm
kills eight
1IN south

Snow snarls traffic,
knocks out power

ATLANTA (AP) — A hard freeze
overnight left roadsin the South even
moretreacheroustoday after snow and
sleet caused power outages, snarled
traffic and prompted South Carolina's
governor tocall uptheNational Guard
to help stranded drivers.

A winter stormstretchingfromL oui-
sianato Virginia caused hundreds of
traffic accidents, killing at least eight
people.

Thestorm had dumped 4to 7inches
of snow in areas of North Carolinaby
today, and up to afoot waspossiblein
thenortheastern part of the state by the
end of the day, the National Weather
Service said. Nineinchesfell in Vir-
ginia, and other states were expecting
more.

South Carolina’s 64,000 state em-
ployees weretold to stay hometoday.
Gov. Jim Hodges activated 100 Na-
tional Guard members Wednesday
night to help stranded motorists,
schools were closed, and police re-
sponded to more than 900 accidents
acrossthe state.

In Tallahassee, Fla., more than 170
peoplecrammed into ahomel essshel-
ter to escape near-freezing tempera-
tures.

“They’reonthefloor, they' reinthe
diningroominsleepingbags, onmats,”
shelter director Mel Eby said. “We're
puttingtheminany nook and cranny we
canfind.”

The blustery weather blanketed a
region where peoplewere golfing and
playing tennis in 70-degree weather
just last month. On Wednesday,
southerners built snowmen in 20-de-
gree temperatures and slid down hills
where snow covered still-green grass.

Therewere spotty power outagesin
the region, including 30,000 South
CarolinaElectric& Gascustomerswho
lost electricity because of sleet and
freezing rain, spokeswoman Mary
Green Brown said. Buddy Merrill, a
regional manager for Georgia Power
Co. in Columbus, Ga., said workers
expected more headachestoday.

“lceisamuch bigger problem than
the snow. With snow already on the
trees, it would be easy for the ice to
build up, and that would be the worst-
case scenario,” hesaid.

At Hartsfield Atlanta International
Airport—theworld’sbusiest— thou-
sands of passengerswere stuck today.

Thisisthe second of three articles
that tell how William Schlicher and
two other former technical school stu-
dentskilled Wallace Patton, an older
man who worked at a gas station in
Goodland, in 1970. They got away
withthemurder for 10yearsuntil one
of the men finally broke down.
Schlicher, theleader of thegroupand
the only oneto go to prison, received
a life sentence in 1980. Heis up for
parole this month.

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

William Schlicher, Charles
Kauffman and Marvin Dale Seigrist
loaded Schlicher’s car with gunsand
went to the Mobil Service Stationin
east GoodlandonNov. 7,1970,torob
theplace.

Wallace Patton, the attendant, re-
fused to let the boys take the money
— lessthan $100— but told them he
wouldn’t turn them in if they put it
back. Instead, they kidnapped Patton,
forcing him to drive around on his
hands and knees in the back seat of
Schlicher’s car for about four hours
whilethey talked about howtoget rid
of him.

Near dawn, Schlicher and
Kauffman marched Patton out to a
fieldin Sherman County and shot him
four times.

Jack Armstrong, the former
Sherman County sheriff whoinvesti-
gated the case for 10 years, said
Seigrist told him that they saw offic-
ersdrivingaround looking for Patton
during the night. Seigrist, who con-
fessed after 10 years because he was
scared Schlicher would hunt him
down, said he didn’t take part in the
killing and receivedimmunity for his
testimony.

“1 don’ t think they knew what todo
with him,” said Perry Warren, who
was county attorney at thetimein
1980 and prosecuted the case. He
noted that Pattonwasn’t shot until the
early morning, hoursafter hewaskid-
napped.

Between 4:30 and 5 am.,
Armstrong said, the men forced
Patton out of the car on agravel road
about two miles south of the filling
station.

Seigrist said Schlicher, Kauffman
and Patton walked for afew feet be-
forehesaw Schlicher raisehisarmand
heardtwoshots. Hesaiditlookedlike
Schlicher then handed the gun to

William Sch

Killer hunt
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A picture of William Schlicher (left)

licher almost got away with murder

oy
take

A picture of
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Seigrist in the ™ o\ o

1971 techni-
cal school
yearbook.

There was no
head shot of
Seigrist, who
wasina
special
program to
help young
people enter
the work
force.

Have you losl something

Marvian Slegrist,

Kauffman, who fired two more.

Anautopsy showed Patton hadbeen
shot four times— twicein the chest,
onceinthehead and onceintheneck.
The coroner testified that damage to
the left ventricle of Patton’s heart is
probably what killed him.

Seigrist told officersthat after the
murder Schlicher madehimget out of
the car and kneel on the ground. He
said Schlicher pointed the gun at his
head, made him promise to keep his
mouth shut and said hewouldkill him
if hedidn’t.

Officersfound Patton’ sbody about
8 am., but Armstrong said afierce
stormthat brought rain, snowandhigh
windsruinedthecrimescene. Hesaid
they never found themurder weapon.

“We couldn’t preserve evidence,”
hesaid. " Ittook 10yearstofind prob-
ablecause.”

Thenext decade

During that 10 years, Armstrong

said, hequestioned Schlicher, Seigrist

and Kauffman several times and
tested weapons they possessed but
couldn’t gather enough evidence to
makearrests. He said heworked with
Kansas Bureau of Investigation
agents to solve the murder, and with
Tom Oglevie, who was county attor-
ney in 1970.

“It was hard on Patton’s widow,”
Armstrong said. “Wewere doing ev-
erything we could to closeit.”

Meanwhile, he said, Schlicher re-
mained in Goodland and committed
armed robberies, burglariesand other
crimesinthearea. In1972, hesaid, he
arrested Schlicher and charged him
with 32 countsof burglary.

Whenhewent to Schlicher’sapart-
ment with a warrant, he said, the
young man pointed aloaded .44-cali-
ber magnum at him and cocked the
gun. Armstrong said to thisday, he's
not surewhy Schlicher didn’t pull the
trigger.

“| prayedalot,” hesaid, addingthat

n out of the 1971 Northwest Kansas
Area Vocational Technical School yearbook. An older Schlicher (above) in a
set of mug shots taken before he was sentenced to life in prison.

Schlicher threatenedtokill himmany
times.

Afterhemadethearrest, Armstrong
said hetook 37 or 38 guns out of the
apartment that had been hiddeninthe
ceiling and elsewhere. He said the
young man had stolen mainly guns,
knives and stereo equipment.
Schlicher spent two yearsinthe state
reformatory in Hutchinson for the
burglaries.

Atthetrial, William Howard, who
said he was in the Cheyenne County
Jail with Schlicher in 1972, testified
that Schlicher told him he had mur-
dered Patton.

Howard said they were discussing
the murder while playing cards, and
Schlicher suddenly went crazy, grab-
bing at the barsand yelling, “1 killed
him. | killed him. I killed him.”

Larry Keirns, long-time president
of the technical school, where the
three men were students, said he re-
members Schlicher breakinginto the
technical school, trashing a confer-
ence room and vandalizing equip-
ment. Hesaidtheman had been caught
at school oneday with aknife.

When Schlicher was released on
parole, Armstrong said, he heard that
he was coming back to Goodland to
Kill him. Instead, Armstrong said,
Schlicher movedtoL ouisiana, break-
ing hisparole.

Courtrecordssay aparoleviolation
warrantwasissuedin 1975, and offic-
ersused that warrantin 1980to bring
Schlicher back to Goodland to stand
trial for the murder.

Warren saidwhile Schlicher wasin
Louisiana, hemarried astatesenator’s
daughter named Linda, who had two

See MURDER, Page 7

Edson tower part
of $34-million plan

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

An 11-year, $34 million statewide
project to improve radio service for
emergency workersisnearing comple-
tion, with a 408-foot tower being in-
stalled outside of Edson.

Thetower east of theEdson exit and
north of |-70is part of the Kansas De-
partment of Transportation’s new 800
megahertzradio systemfor thedepart-
ment, the Highway Patrol and emer-
gency medical services.

It will allow all to communicate
through a central dispatch service for
the state.

The central dispatch officeisin
Saling, and all callstothe highway pa-
trol will soonbedirected tothat center.
If peoplecall thepatrol forinformation
or officersreport to work or are going
off-duty, Patrol Magjor Craig Dewell of
Hayssaid, thosecallsand servicecalls
will berouted to Salina.

Callerswon't notice adifferencein
service, he said, but the radio system
will provideclearer transmissions, and
thecentral dispatch shouldbemoreef-
ficient.

The patrol has been operating on a
40-year-old low-band system, Capt.
KenJusticesaid, andthenew radiosys-
tem will not have the skips and the
background noise that the old system
has.

The800 megahertz systemwill keep
other channelsfromjumpingin, Justice
said, makingiteasier for officerstohear

the dispatcher.

Thesystemandtowersaresimilarto

those used for cellular phone service,

hesaid.
Thesystem, which hascost the state

$34 millionsofar, will include76 tow-

ers, said Marty Matthews, aspokesman

for the state Department of Transpor-
tation.

There will be three radio repeaters
per tower.

Onerepeater will befor thehighway
department, he said, onefor the patrol
and onefor ambul ances.

Thethreedepartmentscan’t commu-
nicate with each other on the system,

Justice said, asit isjust the backbone
forthe800 megahertz system, but more
features may be added | ater.

Onefeaturethatisbeinglookedat for
the next phase, Justicesaid, isto make
it so all emergency services that want
tocancommunicateonit. For example,
hesaid, thesheriff’sdepartmentscould
useit.

Thefirst phase should becompleted
inthespring, hesaid, andthenextphase | 7 ST
won't be approved until after that. gy T

Thetowerswill bemaintained by the
Department of Transportation, Justice
said, asitisresponsiblefor thecommu-

nication system. day.

Shon Stevens, a worker for Tower Components from Bulverde, Texas,
prepared a microwave dish for installation on the radio tower outside of
Edson on Wednesday. The 10-foot dish will be raised onto the tower Fri-
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Businesses
checking
pasts more

WICHITA (AP) — Security sdlls.

Atleast that’stheideathat prompted
Benjamin Franklin Plumbingto adver-
tisesontheradio that itsworkersenter-
ing customers’ homes have passed
criminal background checks.

Owner Richard Tade said hisad has
drawn customerswho wereimpressed
with theidea. Tade said he pays about
$50 to check each applicant. If anin-
quiry uncoversany criminal record at
all, hesays, hewon’t hiretheapplicant.

“There’'sno gray areas, in my opin-
ion,” hesaid.

Whilethesal espitchmay beunusual,
background checks seem to have be-
come more common, if not dramati-
cally so, said industry observers.

TheKansasBureau of I nvestigation
saysithasseenagradual increaseinthe
number of business-rel ated requestsfor
criminal histories. Thebasiccostis$15
per KBI search. The KBl isthe state's
repository for recordson adult convic-
tions, whichany personor organi zation
can abtain.

In Kansas, many service businesses
— especially smaller oneswith infor-
mal hiring practices— still do not in-
quire whether their employees have
criminal records, said Don Williams,

See BACKGROUND, Page 7




