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U.S. envoy starts fresh attempt in Mideast

By Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

JERUSALEM — U.S. envoy An-
thony Zinni met Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharontoday, at the start of a
fresh attempt to prod | sraelisand Pal-
estinians into moving forward with a
truce plan both sidesacceptedin prin-
ciplelast year.

Shortly beforethetwomet for break-
fast at Sharon’ssheepfarminsouthern
Israel, troopsstormed aWest Bank vil -
lagein Pal estinian-controlled territory
killing at least one Palestinian, wit-
nessessaid.

Thelsraeli military saidit sealed of f
Tel village, near the town of Nablus,
while it hunted suspected Pal estinian
militantsaspart of its“ war against ter-
ror.”

Zinni, who met I sraeli security offi-
cialsshortly after hearrived Thursday
afternoon, isexpectedtoremaininthe
region four days.

SYDNEY, Australia— Authorities
arrested two moreteen-agearson sus-
pectstoday aserraticwindsanddry air
fed wildfires that have destroyed
homes and wreaked havoc across
Australia’smost populous state.

Thearrestsof al4-year-old boy and
a15-year-old girl brought the number
of people detained on suspicion of
starting fires that have burned for
nearly twoweeksin New SouthWales
to 23, including 15 juveniles.

Firefightersandweather forecasters

ap news capsules

predicted that the blazes, which have
destroyed homesand cropsand forced
thousandsof peopletoevacuate, could
still be burning next week.

About 100 blazes were burning
around Sydney and throughout New
South Wales. No deathshavebeen re-
corded since the “Black Christmas”
fires started Dec. 24, but about 170
houses have been destroyed and hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of land
have been blackened by the blazes.

Officialssay almost half of thefires
havebeen set deliberately, andtheNew
South Wal esgovernment haspromised
to punish arsonists, emphasizing that
youthisnot an excuse.

NATIONAL

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A former
Ku Klux Klansman who state psy-
chologiststestified wasfaking mental
problemshasbeen ruled competent to
standtrial for themurder of four black
girlskilledina1963 church bombing.

Circuit Judge James Garrett handed
downthedecision Thursday, reversing
his own ruling last year that Bobby
Frank Cherry was mentally incompe-
tent.

Inatwo-sentenceorder, Garrett said
theretired trucker “ has been restored
to competency.” The judge, without
any detailed explanation, said hisfind-
ing was based on legal briefsand ona

recent hearing, at which psychologists
testified about Cherry’smental condi-
tion.

Garrett scheduled aJan. 18 proceed-
ingtoset atrial date.

Cherry’sattorneys, Mickey Johnson
and Rodger Bass, did notimmediately
return phone messages seeking com-
ment.

“We believed al along that he was
competent,” said Doug Jones, aformer
U.S. attorney who has served as chief
prosecutor in the case.

Thechurch, arallying sitefor advo-
cates of public school desegregation,
was bombed on Sept. 15, 1963, asthe
four girlsprepared for ayouth day ser-
vice.

Two other former Klansmen were
convicted of murder in the blast, one
last year and onein 1977.

CRAWFORD, Texas— Beforere-
turning to Washington next week to
focus on the economic recession,
President Bush is getting to see his
portrait hung in the Texas state Capi-
tol, his stepping stone to the White
House.

The president and first lady Laura
Bush were interrupting their ranch
holiday and flying by helicopter today
to Austin for the unveiling of Bush’'s
gubernatorial portrait by Fort Worth

artist Scott Gentling.

The president returns to work this
weekend, with a Saturday swing
through Ontario, Calif., and Portland,
Ore.totalk uphiseffortstohelpAmeri-
cansstruggling throughtherecession.

Aftertherecentintensefocusonter-
rorism, Bushisturning hisattentionto
winning the upper hand on issues —
the recession and rising unemploy-
ment — that may well decide this
year’scongressional elections.

Bush istrying to revive a Republi-
can-written plan for new tax cutsand
expanded unempl oyment benefitsthat
died in the Democrat-controlled Sen-
atelast year.

RAIFORD, Fla.—A manwho spent
nearly 18 yearsondeathrow for aslay-
ing he didn’t commit walked out of
prisonand beganthetask of putting his
life back together after prosecutors
dropped abid to go ahead with anew
trial.

“They can give meabillion dollars
and they cannot pay for what they did
tome,” Juan Melendez said Thursday.

M elendez wasconvicted onwitness
testimony for the 1983 killing of cos-
metol ogy school owner Delbert Baker,
eventhoughtherewasnophysical evi-
dencelinkingMelendeztotheslaying.

During hisyearsin prison, he lost
several rounds of appealsand had his
death sentence upheld by the Florida
Supreme Court beforethetranscript of
theother man’sconfessiontotheslay-

Stores exceed holiday expectations

SALES, from Page 1

not hurt hisbusinesstoobadly. Hesays
in tough times, people tend to buy
higher quality clothes and wear them
longer.

K ozasaysad ow economy isalways
aconcern, but hethinksWal-Martisa
stable enough company, with a good
enough customer base, that his store
won't suffer. He pointed out people

might tendtogotohisstoreinareces-
sion because of itslow prices.
Storesin Goodlandweren’ttheonly
ones to exceed holiday expectations
thisholiday season. RoeschsaidAlco,
which has storesin 17 states, was up
four percentinsales. That’snot fantas-
tic, hesaid, butitisbetter than experts
expected any retail storetodothissea
son.
Wal-Martasawholealsoraisedsale

revenues this year. Its corporate
websitereported salesfor thelast three
weeksinDecember wereeither ontar-
get or better, andthat November same-
store saleswere up 4.3 percent.

The Denver Post attributed Wal-
Mart’ ssuccessthisseasonto salesand
specials. It also reported clothing
stores across the nation did not do as
well, including BananaRepublic, Gap
and Old Navy. Lunsway confirmed

this, saying that, nationally, the past
seasonwastoughfor clothingretailers.

Thegood newsfor businessesisthat
experts expect the recession, which
began in March, to end soon. The
Livingston Survey, asurvey of econo-
mists’ expectations overseen by the
Federal ReserveBank of Philadelphia,
predicts the economy will recover by
the middle of thisyear, and will grow
rapidly in 2003.

Sedgwick county prosecutor resignsafter rulings

WICHITA — A Sedgwick County
prosecutor who has seen new trials
ordered for four convictions she
handled hasresigned, thedistrict attor-
ney said.

The prosecutor, Denise Donnelly-

Mills, will remain on the county pay-
roll until probably later this month,
when her vacation and sick leave are
used up, District Attorney NolaFouls-
ton said Wednesday.

Kansas appellate courts have or-

Study clears way for aquifer recharge

WICHITA (AP) — A $5 million
study recently completed by the U.S.
Geological Survey clearstheway for
the city of Wichitato recharge the
Equus Beds aquifer with water from
theLittleArkansasRiver.

Thestudy, paidfor by thecity andthe
USGS, examined 400different pollut-
ants and decided the water was clean
enoughto use— if thecity treated the
river water and used caution.

The city hopes to deposit into the
aquifer 65 billion gallons of river wa-
ter, the same amount held by Cheney
Reservoir. The water could then be
withdrawn later from the aquifer dur-
ing adrought.

Whispers

inside Howard Johnson

Saturday

Prime Rib $1.25 oz
(minimum 5 0z)

Sunday
Noon Buffet $6.95

AHoward Johnson

[-70 & K-27  785-899-3644
Goodland, KS
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Marilyn Cooper

You receive two free passes to see

BEHIND ENEMY LINES
PG-13

Sherman
1203 MAIN — Phone 899-6103

Present Ticket at Box Office
Tickets are Non-Transferable

For the past five years the city has
been experimenting withtaking water
out of the Little Arkansas River and
pumping it into the Equus Beds.

dered new trialsfor three convictions
handled by Donnelly-Mills, and Foul -
stonorderedanewtrial inafourth case,
al fourinthelastyear andfor prosecu-
torial misconduct.Donnelly-Millshas
been on medical |eaveand wasmoved
last year fromtrying criminal casesto
thejuveniledivision.

She “will no longer be employed
after the conclusion of her sick leave,
whichwasapproved by thecounty, and
the conclusion of her vacation time,”

Foulston said. “ Thefact of the matter
isthat Denise has determined that she
isgoingto resign from the office.”

Donnelly-Mills did not comment
Wednesday. A man who identified
himself asher husband said shewasnot
available.

Foulston said Donnelly-Mills, who
joined the district attorney’s officein
1990, was a good lawyer with solid
ethical standards, despite the last
year’stroubles.

GOODLAND COMMUNITY
GROCERY STORE

YOU ARE CHALLENGED
__ to become a part of an exciting project for
our community! GET EXCITED and GET
INVOLVED. For more information, contact
Jan or Pam at 899-2393. Membership
' pledge forms can be picked up at Western
State Bank, 815 Center, Goodland, Ks., and

LA

INDICATION OF INTEREST

| wish to state to you that | am seriously interested in:

s returned to the bank, or c/o Grocery Steering
Committee at Box 539, Goodland, Ks. 67735

Acquisition of a membership unit in the proposed Goodland
Community Grocery Store, at a cost of $2000.00.

Acquisition of

units of Preferred Equity in the
proposed Goodland Community Grocery Store, at a
cost of $10,000.00 per unit.

| am delivering this indication of interest of a potential financial commitment on my part and under-
stand the organizers of the proposed Goodland Community Grocery Store will rely on my indication
of interest in determining the feasibility of organizing the Store. This indication of interest is, however,
a NONBINDING statement on my part. Any commitment on my part will be made only after | have
had the opportunity to review all plans and proposals and final documents for organizing the Store,

all of which will be presented to me and discussed at a later time.

Name:

Date:

Please sign
Please, return this
Indication of Interest to:

Grocery Steering Committee

PO Box 539
Goodland, KS 67735

,2001

Print Name, Address and Telephone Number:

ing was discovered in 1999.

Polk County prosecutorsannounced
Thursday they wouldnot goaheadwith
acourt-orderedretrial becausethey no
longer had enough evidence. One of
theonly twowitnessesagainst Melen-
dez has recanted and the other is now
dead, said Chip Thullbery, administra-
tive assistant state attorney.

Defense attorneys said the true
killer, a now-deceased man named
Vernon James, confessed to at least
four investigators or attorneys, but
noneof thoseadmissionswasallowed
incourt.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Lawyers for
Sen. Robert Torricelli say the “false
accusations’ of aone-timefriend and
supporter wereat thecenter of athree-
year federal probeintothepolitical and
personal finances of the New Jersey
Democrat.

In her final week in office, Mary Jo
White, the U.S. attorney in New York
City, said shedecided against criminal
chargesafter an exhaustiveinvestiga-
tionby her office, theFBI, thelnternal
Revenue Serviceandthe Customs Ser-
vice.

Prosecutors referred their informa:
tion to the Senate’s ethics committee
which will beginitsown noncriminal
inquiry.

Torricelli called thereferral routine
andsaidit“will yieldthesameresult.”

Torricelli’s poll numbers declined
during theinvestigation, which began

asaninquiryintohis1996 Senatecam-
paign and expandedtoincludehisper-
sonal finances. He complained last
year that federal investigators hac
leakedtothepressdamaging andinac-
curate allegations about him.

WASHINGTON — A threatening
| etter containing apowdery substance
brought emergency crews running to
Sen. Tom Daschle’ sCapitol office, but
the majority leader says the material
doesnot contain anthrax liketheletter
sent to himon Oct. 15.

He described the letter opened
Thursday as*acopycat mailing” that
wassimilar in message and tonetothe
previous|etter.

“It said 'this was anthrax, death tc
America,’ somethingtothat effect, anc
'stopthebombing’ wastheonly phrase
that wasnew,” Daschletold reporters.

The“stop thebombing” apparently
referredtotheAmericanair campaign
in Afghanistan, which had not yet
swung into high gear at the time the
anthrax-tainted | etter waspostmarked
in October.

Daschle, whowasnhot intheroomat
thetime, saidthenew | etter wasopened
Thursday morning in the Capitol
barely 20 feet from the Senate cham-
ber. Congressiscurrently in recess.

Discovery of theletter in Daschle's
second-floor suiteof officesprompted
officials to briefly quarantine some
areas of the Capitol, but the building
was not evacuated.

repairs of arts

The Goodland city commission-
ers plan to discuss how to pay for
repairs to the Carnegie Art Center
whenthey meet at 5p.m. Monday at
thecity building.

The city may apply for a grant
throughthestate, but they must first
get authorizationtorepair thebuild-
ing from the Kansas Historical So-
ciety.

Even though the city owns the
building, any repairs or modifica-
tionshaveto beapproved by theso-

Commissioners to discuss

center

ciety because it is aregistered his-
torical landmark.

Thecommissionerswill alsodis-
cuss bids for a plaster patching
project at the arts center.

City Manager RonPickmanwants
to schedule a workshop session to
discussthesolidwasteproblemsthe
city hasfaced |ately.

Pickman will also discuss City
Hall Day, alegislativeconferenceat
thestate Capitol tobeheld Monday,
Jan. 24.

CRUSHED GRAVEL

M&M GRAVEL
Great for Driveways and Farm Yards

For Sale

$6.50 per Ton Loaded
$9.00 per Ton Delivered

within 10 mi.

Call for more delivery costs and info.
Call 1-785-899-6636

of Goodland

Volume & Variety

Start your new year in a new
vehicle from Finley Motors

SALE on these select units.

Special Int. Rates Available
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2001 Pontiac Bonneville

Silver, 17K miles, Alum wheels,
CD, Keyless Entry, Very Nice

1999 Pontiac Grand Prix SE

4 Dr, Silver, 30K miles, Alum
Wheels, Keyless Entry, All Power
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Beige, 27K miles, All Power,
Neutral Leather, Off Lease, 1
Owner.

e B T T—_—
r _;;;;im e 2000 Chevrolet Impala
B, P __H Gold, 27K miles, Keyless Entry,
; Alum Whesls, All Power, Like New
1999 OldsAurora

1998 Pontiac Gr Am
4 Dr, Black, 30K miles, V-6, Auto,
All Power, Very Sharp, Off Lease.

We try to keep the best selection available to make your
buying experience a pleasant one.

Highway 27

FINLEY MOTORS, INC.

Goodland, KS

(785) 899-2346 or 1-800-525-3701

This ad provided as a community service by The Goodland Daily News.

Internet tonight! 899-2338




