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Man ‘showed no emotion’ when sentenced
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Before the trial, she said, one of
Schlicher’s friends was standing in
front of the courthouse shouting
threats.

“He said,  You people don't know
what you’ redoing. He' sgoingto come
after you,'” sherecalled.

Sheila Smith, who was an alternate
on the jury, said Schlicher
never directly threatened
her, but there were rumors |
that hetold one of thejurors
heplannedto comeafter him
if he ever got out of jail.

As an alternate, Smith
said, shesatinonthetrial and
heard and saw all of the evi-
dence, but wasin aseparate
roomwhilethejury deliber-
ated. Shesaid her jobwasto
fill inif one of the jurors happened to
get sick or had to leave for an emer-
gency.

Smithsaid onthefirstday of thetrial,
oneof thejuror’ssister or sister-in-law
waskilledinacar accident and shehad
toleavetown. Thereweretwoaternate
jurors, she said, and the other onewas
picked tofill the spot.

Shesaid she never actually sat with
thejury but shewastherefor thewhole
trial.

Smith said it was hard to know
whether Schlicher wasguilty because
there was so much conflicting evi-
dence. She said she remembers testi-
mony that heconfessed, but thenheard
that hehad beentryingto help officers
solvethe caseby bringing themweap-
onsto test.

Intheend, Smith said, shewascon-
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Shesaid shenever saw hisfaceafter
the verdict was read because she got
out the courtroom fast, and so did just
about everyoneelse.

“If you had just convicted a guy of
murder,” she asked, “would you want
to stay in the room with the family
scream| ng and crying? You just want
to get out of there.”

Smith said it was hard to
look at pictures of the mur-
der scene, the body and the
autopsy.

“It was interesting,” she
said, “but | would never
wanttodoitagain.”

Sheadded that shewould
never want to be under that
much pressure.

“Hislifeisinyour hands,”
shesaid. “What if you shouldincarcer-
atethewrong person?’

Shenotedthat shethinksthejury did
the right thing, and the killer should
stay injail.

“If you're sentenced to life,” she
said, “you should get life, not 20
years.”

Prison life

Bill Miskell, spokesmanfor thestate
Department of Correctionsin Topeka,
said Schlicher has spent histimein
prisonsin Lansing, El Dorado and
Ellsworth.

He said he was transferred to the
Norton Correctional Facility for four
days in October 1996, sent back to
Ellsworth and thenreturnedto Norton
on May 3, 2000.

Miskell said Schlicher was amaxi-
mum security prisoner for many years,

but is now considered medium secu-
rity, whichmeansheisallowed out of
hiscell for 12to14 hoursaday and can
work, takeclassesor attend programs.
Hesaid Schlicher can’tleavethefacil-
ity unlessheisin chains.

“Aninmateconvicted of first degree
murder will berequiredtostay inmaxi-
mum custody for anumber of years,”
hesaid, “but if they don’t present ma-
jor problems and aren’t aflight risk,
they can bemoved to medium custody
over time.”

A board reviewseach inmate’s cus-
tody classification every 120 days,
Miskell said, and considers11 factors,
including the prisoner’s crime, sen-
tenceand disciplinary history.

He said Schlicher has had afairly
cleanrecordforthepast fiveyears. He
hasn’t been “written up” for arules
violationinover ayear, hesaid,andhas
been punished five times since 1997
for minor, non-violent offenses.

In October and April 2000, Miskell
said, Schlicher wasfined $5and placed
under restriction for seven days for
unauthorized dealing or trading. He
waswrittenupinAugust 1999 for tak-
ing something without permission, he
said, andin August 1997 for improper
use of food.

InJune1997, whichisasfar back as
Miskell could look in Schlicher’s
record, he said the inmate was pun-
ishedfor defacingor vandalizing state
property.

Miskell said because Schlicher re-
ceived alife sentence, he wasn't eli-
giblefor paroleuntil 1995. Hesaid the
inmate saw the parole board in Janu-
ary 1995, 1998 and 2000, but hasbeen

SHOOTING, from Page 1

beforehewasallowedtofleeinalate
model Jeep Cherokee, leaving the
uninjured children in the house.
Sheriff Steve Goering saidinanin-
terview Friday the Jeep belongedto
someoneel sebut Clower had access
toit.

Driving up to 90 mph, Clower
sped into Burlington, managing to
avoid “stop sticks” police officers
laid out on County Road V near the
Kit Carson County Correctional
Center. Several officerschased him
around the city until he pulled into
the main parking lot north of the
Comfort Innat 282 Lincoln.

Two policeofficersandtwotroop-
ersfollowed Clower intothelot and
surrounded him. PoliceChief Randy

Man shot after taking baby hostage

Millburn (aformer Goodland police
officer) said hegot out of the Jeep and
pointed adouble-barrel shotgun at the
officers.

Sheriff Goering, who said hepulled
into the parking lot after the shooting,
said hebelievesthemanhad moreguns
stashed in the Jeep.

Millburnsaid Clower refused to put
down the weapon and a police officer
and trooper shot at him once after he
swung the gun as if he was going to
shoot.

Oneof thebulletswounded Clower
and the other went through one of the
windows of the motel’s swimming
pool. It wasfound later in the pool.

An ambulance took Clower to Kit
Carson County Memorial Hospital,
whereheapparently diedfromthebul -
let wound.

Goering saidtheautopsy wasnot
finished.

TheColorado Bureau of Investi-
gationishelping to investigate the
shooting.

Millburn said technology will
help with theinvestigation.

“One of the troopers videotaped
theentireincidentinthemotel park-
ing lot,” he said, “and thiswas a
hugehelptothe CBI andwill speed
up theinvestigative process.”

Goering said they’re using the
tape and testimony to try to figure
out what happened.

“There'salot of speculation,” he
said, noting he’snot sureif Clower
had been drinking or using drugs.

He said theyoung man was mar-
ried at onetime, but he'snot sureif
hedtill is.

ann’s Jewelry and Gifts

January Clearance Sale

Starts Monday, Jan. 7th

25% off all Jewelry
storewide for 1 week only.

Mann’s Jewelry will continue with Julie’s Gift
Department. We are the area’s only authorized
Boyd’s Bears Dealer. We will carry Colonial and

Scentation Candles -
Frames - Willow Tree Collectable Angels -

Fine Crystal - Unique

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

William Schlicher, sentenced to
lifein prisonin 1980 for murdering
aGoodland gas station attendant in
1970, isupfor parolethismonthand
could bereleased in February.

A clerk for the Kansas Parole
Board said Schlicher’s hearing is
scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 16,
andif heisgranted parolehewill be
released on Thursday, Feb. 28, the
datehissentencebegan. Heisbeing
held under medium security at the
Norton Correctional Facility.

The board will consider letters
about the crime or criminal at any-
time, but the clerk said it’s best if
comments are received at least a
week before the hearing.

Bill Miskell, spokesman for the
state Department of Correctionsin
Topeka, said Schlicher hasn’t been
“written up” for arulesviolationin

Hearing to determine killer’s future

morethan ayear and hasbeen punished
fivetimes since 1997 for minor, non-
violent offenses. Schlicher jumped
parole before when he was rel eased
from prison in the 1970s for commit-
ting burglary in and around Sherman
County.

Colene Seidel, paroleboard admin-
istrator, saidtheboard considersseven
areaswhen deciding whether to grant
parole including the crime, criminal
history, program participation, parole
plan, disciplinary record, comments
fromvictimsandthepublicand prison
capacity. Miskell said Schlicher first
saw the board in 1995 and has been
denied parolethreetimes, thelast time
in January 2000.

The month before the hearing,
Seidel said, theboard holdspublicses-
sions to gather comments about the
prisoner upfor release. Thelast session
wason Friday, but peoplecanstill send
letters.

Theclerk sasidmembersreview al
letters they receive, and will con-
sider any information, even if it
comes after the hearing. However,
he said, it’s best if letters arrive at
| east aweek before, whichwould be
next Wednesday, Jan. 9.

Seidel saidletterscanbemailedto
the Kansas Parole Board; Landon
State Office Building; 900 S.W.
Jackson Street, Room 452 S; To-
peka, KS 66612-1220 or faxed to
785-296-7949.

The clerk said letters should in-
clude the inmate’s name and num-
ber. Schlicher’sis24626.

Becausehewassentencedtolife,
Seidel said, Schlicher will probably
besupervised by aparoleofficer for
therest of hislifeif heislet out. She
added that the board has released
some sentenced to lifefrom parole,
but only if they have exemplary be-
havior onthe outside.

denied eachtime.

After the initial parole hearing,
Miskell said, theboard decides, within
legal limits, how longit will bebefore
they seethe prisoner again.

Parole?

Colene Seidel, paroleboard admin-
istrator, said Schlicher waslast up for
parole in February 2000, when the
board decided he would stay behind
bars for at |east two more years. Be-
cause Schlicher’s sentence started on
Feb. 28, shesaid, hewill bereleasedon
that dateif heisgranted parole.

Seidel said aparole hearing is usu-
ally scheduled the month before an
inmate could be released, and
Schlicher’shearingscomeupin Janu-
ary.Aclerkfortheparoleboardsaidhis
next hearing will be on Wednesday,
Jan. 16.

The month before the parole hear-
ing, Seidel said, the board holds pub-
lic sessionsto gather comments about
the prisoner up for release. Schlicher
isone of hundreds of inmatesin Kan-
saswho will have aparole hearing in
January.

Seidel saidbecause Schlicheriscon-
sideredan“A” felon, theboard canle-
gally decidenottoseehimagainfor up
to 10 years after denying him parole.
She noted, however, that members

Inmates may
face charges
after incident

LARNED (AP)— Criminal charges
could befiled agai nst maximum-secu-
rity inmatesinvolvedin adisturbance
at Larned Correctional Mental Health
Facility, Warden Karen Rohling said
Thursday.

Theincident happened about 11:20
p.m. Sunday, after an employee error
caused all 30 doorsin the maximum-
security unit to open simultaneously.

Thecauseof theerror remainsunder
investigation. Two or threeinmatesled
the othersin tearing up the area,
Rohling said. They pulled smoke de-
tectors and a security camera off the
walls and broke lights, causing more
than $2,000 in damage, Rohling said.

Re3|dent|al Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

1311 Arcade
This ranch style homeis avery neat and updated 3 bedrooms, 1 bath
home. Storm windows, 13 inches of insulation, steel siding are afew
of the ammenities. This home is Recd approved. Call Joyce for your
viewing. Seller is offering a $1,500 buyer alowance. Thisis a great

would have to provide reasons for
passing a prisoner for more than 3
years.

Inmateswereonceallowed aparole
hearing every year, Seidel said, but
lawmakers changed that so victims
wouldn’t have to relive the crime so
often. She said it means nothing that
theboard passed Schlicher for only two
years.

“1 think to try to read anything into
passing him for two yearswould be a
mistake,” shesaid.

When deci ding whether togrant pa-
role, Seidel said, the board considers
seven areas including the prisoner’s
crime, criminal history, program par-
ticipation, paroleplananddisciplinary
record. She said members also con-
sider commentsfromvictims, thepub-
lic and law enforcement officers and
prison capacity.

Each parole-eligible inmateisre-
quiredto submita“paroleplan” tothe
board, Seidel said. Intheplan, shesaid,
theprisoner sayswherehewill liveand
work if heisgranted parole. She said
theboardwill receive Schlicher’splan
on theday of the hearing.

If Schlicher decided to move to
Sherman County, Seidel said, he
wouldn’t have to let anyone know he
was here.

Anyone convicted of a sexual of-
fenseafter 1994 or first degreemurder
after 1997 isrequiredtoregister inthe
county they move to, she said, but
Schlicher wouldn't haveto becausehe
was sent to prisonin 1980.

Miskell said onceacriminal issent
to prison for life, the only way heis
getting out isthrough parole. Most in-
mates can earn “good time,” he said,
which reducestheir sentence, but that
doesn’t apply to Schlicher.

“Good time doesn’t count on alife
sentence,” Miskell said. “There’'s nc
point. Hewon't get out unless he gets
parole.”

If Schlicher doesget out, Seidel said,
he'll likely be on parolefor therest of
hislife. Theparoleboard could decide
torelease him, she said, but only if he
has excellent behavior onthe outside.

“He’'d have to be an exemplary,
model parolee,” shesaid.

Jack Armstrong, the former sheriff
who doggedthecasefor 10years, saic
heknowsSchlicher well andhedoesn’t
believetheman could berehabilitated.

“1 don’tbelieveheshouldbelet out,”
hesaid. “1 think he should serve alife
sentence for what he did.

“He's cold-hearted. In my opinion,
it meant nothing to him to do what he
did.”
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Watch for signs.

Star pu camper, always inside

* Several hundred pipe socks
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Farm Equipment Auction for

Max Alderman,

Wednesday, January 16th, 2002
(Storm Date Jan. 23rd) Starting at 10 am MST

Location: From Goodland, KS. 8 miles west either on Hwy
24 or 1-70 to the Ruleton Exit (Road 11), then 7 miles south
to road 57, 2 miles west to road 9, then 2 1/2 miles south.

NOTE: Max has leased his land and has decided to retire and will offer this
fine line of equipment at absolute auction to the highest bidder. Max has
farmed for 50 years and the buildings are full so we will have something for
everyone. Lunch will be served so come and enjoy another fun Bane

Auction where everyone has “Satisfaction at the sound of the gavel”

TRACTORS, TRUCKS,
1993 Case-IH 7120 Magnum, 18sp, 18.4 x 42 duals, 3pt, 3 hyds, 4375 hrs
¢ 1991 Case-IH 7130, 18sp, 18.4 x 42 duals, 3pt, 3 hyds, 4780 hrs « Case
1030 diesel. 18.4 x 34, 3pt, rear wheel weights ¢ JD 4840 tractor, 18.4 X
42 duals, 3pt, 3 hyds, power shift, 6633 hrs « 1973 IH Transtar diesel,
twinscrew, W/22' Parkhurst Box & hoist, 10:00 x 20 rubber, RO tarp « 1984
GMC 3/4 ton PU, 4 sp, needs clutch e
132,000 miles, runs good * 1976 Ford Courier, needs engine work ¢ 1985
Yamaha Moto 4 wheeler, needs engine

EQUIPMENT

WestenDorf Model TA46B loader, 8' bucket, grapple fork « 4-10' IH model
7100 -12" hoe drills W/end transport ¢
8 row Max Emerge 2 planter, insecticide boxes, 3pt, markers, like new
+ Case-IH 4300 field cultivator, 30" W/tines « Krause 25' tandem disc
+ 1999 Brandt model QF 1000 pull sprayer W/60’booms ¢ Orthman 8 row
furrower W/markers  JD 400 - 32' rotary hoe « 40' folding springtooth
+ Orthman 6 row hyd bean rod « Speedy 8 row bean knifer ¢ Brady 6 row
stock shredder « IH 7 shank V-ripper  Harrel 8 bottom 24" 3pt switch plow
+ Eversman land plane, steel wheels in front « Eversman 10' 3pt hyd rear
blade + Double drill hitch « GH chisel «
bu. grain cart » Waldon 10' front dozer » Bushhog 6' 3pt mower ¢ 6 section
drag springtooth « 2 - 500 gal fuel tanks ¢ Blair Feed-R-Wagon, pto, new
floor « Supreme 6' x 18' GN stock trailer « 2 round hay feeders ¢ Calf
squeeze chute » 15+ tire feeders ¢ Westfield hyd drill fill auger « 1977 Five

IRRIGATION
Ford 534 irrigation motor, new OH « 8" & 10" Hydrants « 8" & 10" pipe
fittings * 82 jts of 10"pipe W/ 20" gates « 34 jts 8" pipe * Pipe trailer

SHOP AND MISC.
Lincoln Power Mig 255 wire welder, 2 yrs old « Smith cutting torch

JL Ranch Inc.

1986 Jeep Cherokee, 4wd, 4sp,

JD 885 - 8 row cultivator « JD 7300 -

Speed King 42' 6" pto auger * 350

Unusal Gifts for the home. We wiill also
s continue with the Bridal Registry.
Hurry down for some great buys.
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buy, Call Today

Other finelistings:

Lots-Westmoor Acres 222 W. 9th 524 E. Hwy 24 (Com.) 318 Broadway

1528 Colorado 605 E. 5th 7005 Cty. Rd. 5 (pending) 817 Eustis (pending)
1023 Caldwell 1019 Caldwell 412 & 412 1/2 Center 17th & Montanalots
1323 Caldwell 815 Harrison 1501 Caldwell 1104 Cherry

241 Cherry Lots Toelkes 1312 Harrison 408 W. 11th (pending)
301 Center L ots Broadway 1003 E. Hwy 24 (Com.) 1108 Caldwell

802 E. 5th 1506 Center 217 N Kennedy 126 N Clark

403 & 411 Cherry 1016 Sherman (Sharon Springs)

1311 Arcade

Call Joyceto look at
any of these fine houses.

115 E. 9th » Goodland, Kansas
jbboe@wwwebservice.net @
www.joneslandco.com ¢ (785) 899-0500
™ Robert Jones/owner/broker « (785) 899-6135
Joyce Boehme/residential agent « (785) 899-3548

MLS.

+ Waterloo tool chest « HD drill press ¢ HD bench grinder ¢ Skill saw

+ Large anvil on stand « Complete assortment of shop hand tools « Small
yard sprayer « Rear tine tiller « PU fuel tanks & pumps « Metal bolt bins W/
drawers ¢ Winpower 25KW pto generator ¢ Wire roller W/gas motor

* Several miles of elect fence wire * Stock tanks * Fence chargers ¢ Cattle
vet supplies ¢ Air Motor 6' windmill head « Metal secretary desk « Many
more misc items

Terms are cash or approved check with proper ID. Nothing removed prior to being
paid for. Everything will be sold AS-IS. ALL ITEMS MUST BE REMOVED WITHIN
30 DAYS OF AUCTION. For more information contact Bane Auction/Homestead
Realty 1023 Main, Goodland, KS. Maynord Bane 785-899-4385, 899-2078 or Terry
Richardson 785-899-2328 or 800-974-2426




