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at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 4:48 p.m.

Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:05 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:49 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 34 degrees
+ Humidity 58 percent
« Sky sunny with high clouds
+ Winds south 15 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.00 inches

and falling

* Record High 68° (1943)
* Record Low -6° (1930)

Last 24 Hours*

High 43°
Low 16°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: cloudy, low lower 10s,
winds northeast 10 m.p.h. Tomorrow:;
mostly cloudy, high lower 30s, low
mid 10s, winds north 5-15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: mostly sunny, high up-
per 20s. Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day: partly cloudy, high lower 30s,
low lower 10s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.69 bushel
Posted county price — $2.64
Corn — $1.98 bushel
Posted county price — $1.85
Loan deficiency payment — 14¢
Milo — $1.70 bushel
Soybeans — $3.89 bushel
Posted county price — $3.85
Loan deficiency payment — $1.07
Millet — $3.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.70 cw.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 67¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $23 (new crop)

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

U.S. military
stops airstrike

KABUL, Afghanistan — After
days of intensive airstrikes, the
U.S. military stopped bombing a
mountain honeycombedwith sus-
pected terrorist hideouts today,
enabling civilians living nearby
who had fled the onslaught to re-
turntotheir homes, many smashed
into rubble.

Pakistani troops searched ve-
hicles on their side of the border
across from the former al-Qaida
baseat Zawar in eastern Afghani-
stan, seeking Arabsand other for-
eignerswho could bemembersof
Osamabin Laden’sterror network
tryingtoescape. Nonewereimme-
diately discovered.

U.S. officials in Washington
said themilitary wasnow seeking
newtargetsinitshuntfor die-hard
supporters of bin Laden and his
Talibandlies.

The military said its airstrikes
destroyed the complex.

City seeking Ideas on trash service

Individual
dumpsters
proposed

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Goodland city commissioners hope
people will turn out Monday to talk
about plansto changeitstrash-hauling
service, includingaproposal toprovide
individual roll-out dumpsterstohomes
and an extrafeefor yard waste.

City commissionersheldaworkshop
Monday night to discuss options on
dealingwith solidwaste. City Manager
Ron Pickman presented a proposal
which includes eliminating the green
neighborhoodtrashdumpstersand pro-
vidingroll-out dumpstersat eachhome
al over the city. Optional yard waste
pickup, alsoinroll-outs, would cost $6
amonthextra, or peoplecouldjust take
yardwasteclippingstothetransfer sta-
tion themselves.

The current $10-per month fee
would not beraisedright away, but the
commissional ready hasdecidedtoend
separatepickupsof cardboardandlawn
waste. Special dumpsters for those
itemshave been collected and stored.

To pick up the roll-outs, the city
would needrear-load garbagetrucksin
addition to the top-load trucks it has
now. Pickman’s proposal would sell
one of the city’sthreetop-load trucks,
and buy one new and one used rear-
loader.

The city would still need two top-
load trucks, Pickman said, since com-
mercial sites would keep the large
dumpsters. They would be outfitted
withlockingmetal lids, though, tokeep
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The city collected all its yard waste and cardboard recycling containers and hauled them off to storage near
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the city shop. If a proposed plan is enacted, the containers could be sold off to private companies.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

thetrashfrombeing contaminatedwith
itemsthelandfill won't accept..

Thecity would haveto put two men
on each truck as opposed to the oneit
has now.

Astheroll-outsare dumpedinto the
truck, a worker would have to ook
through the trash to see if anything
whichisn't allowed wasinit.

Thecity would be ableto sell 2,200
large dumpstersit has now, but theto-
tal cost of the proposal would be be-
tween $200,000 and $300,000, includ-
ing $106,000 just for buying the new
roll-outs.

A proposal fromtheaudienceof nine
waskeepingthesystemasitisnow, but

putting locking metal lids on all
dumpsters. Each person on a block
wouldbeissuedakey, andall wouldbe
held responsible for what is put in it.
Blocks which could not control their
trash could be charged ahigher fee.

Yardwastewould probably till bein
individua roll-outsunder thisproposal.

Mayor Tom Rohr estimateditwould
cost $150,000 to put lids on all
dumpsters.

Commissioner Rick Billinger sug-
gestedwekeepthesystemexactly asit
isnow, but hire two people to sort out
the trash before it gets to the landfill.
Mary Volk, city clerk, estimated this
would cost thecity $50,000aman, and

the commissioners doubted whether
they could get peopleto stick with the
jab.

Pickman said a simple solution
would be to keep things the way they
are, but raisetrash hauling fees, possi-
bly to four timeswhat they are now.

Hesaidthewasteprogramisnot sup-
portingitself andthecity isdippinginto
other fundsto pay for it.

The county started charging a $32-
a-ton “tipping fee” on Jan. 1. Thecity
ischargedextrafor | oadsof trashwhich
contain items which the landfill does
not accept.

Pickman said the landfill weighs
theseloads, and chargesthecity $11 a

ton. Theloadisseparated, theunaccept-
ableitems are weighed again, and the
city getscharged asecond timefor the
offending items.

If aloadisheavily mixed, hesaid, the
city hasto send workersout to sort the
trash, manpower which could be usec
elsewhere.

Itemswhich have different types of
parts, such asabox spring mattress or
atelevision, haveto be broken up and
separated. The city is charged a han-
dlingfee.

When the county took trash to the
Garden City landfill, everything was
thrown in together, said Pickman, but
new stateand federal rules have made
it harder to get rid of trash. He said
Sherman County has some of themost
stringent regul ations about landfillsin
Kansas.

“But we need to realize, it's not we
versus them,” Pickman said, “ Every-
onein the City of Goodland livesin
Sherman County. Weneedtowork with
the county to solvethisproblem.”

Pickman said there would be no
problem if people would follow the
rules, and he thinks most people do.

“It isthe few who are ruining it for
themany,” hesaid.

Audience members pointed out
people might not know what can't go
inthedifferent dumpsters, andthecom-
mission talked about ways to educate
the town on what to do with itemsthe
landfill won't accept.

Thecity will pick upappliances, tree
branches, and other items if a person
cdls.

The commission will hold another
workshop Monday after its regular
meeting, whichstartsat 5p.mat thecity
building. The commissioners ask that
anyonewithideasor suggestionsabout
thetrash situation to cometo themeet-
ing.

They said they will hold off on mak-
ing any decisionsuntil they meet with
the county commissioners.

Kansans say they shouldn’t pay for state’s mistakes

By JoshuaAkers
Associated Press Writer

NORTONVILLE — Margaret
Greenseesthestate’ scurrent economic
trouble as aresult of poor planning,
something shesayssheand other Kan-
sans shouldn’'t haveto pay for.

Green, who owns Great Central
Trucking and spends her weekends
workingat her restaurant, Mike' sPlace
on Main Street, said she doesn’t favor
cutting or raising taxes, just spending
tax dollars better.

“We'repretty well taxed,” she said.
“1think they needtobudget better. They
raise alot of money and it’s just not
being distributed properly.”

L egidlators convened the 2002 ses-
sion Monday facing a projected $426
million gap in the budget for the 2003
fiscal year, which beginsJuly 1.

Gov. Bill Graves proposed increas-
ing sales, cigarette and motor fuels
taxes and vehicle registration fees to
prevent cutsineducation, social service
and transportation spending.

AsGravesdelivered his State of the
StateaddressMonday night, threespe-
cial investigators for the Kansas Cor-
poration Commission, having dinner at
Terry’sBar and Grill in Topeka, said it
istimeto set realistic expectations.

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — Gov. Bill Graves
wantstoincreasetaxeson cigarettes,
gasolineandgroceriesto help prevent
cutsin social services and road pro-
gramsandtoraisealittleextramoney
for public schoals.

In his State of the State address
Monday night, Gravesoutlinedaplan
to raise $228 million in fiscal 2003,
whichbeginsJuly 1. Thetax package
ishisattempt tohelpclosea$426 mil-
lion hole between expected revenue
and spending commitments.

“We'reeither goingtoinvestinthe

Graves proposes $228 million in tax increases for budget

future, or we're going to deny vital
services, critical programs and eco-
nomic opportunity to Kansans,”
Gravestold legislatorsin hiseighth
andfinal Stateof the State. “ It'sthat
simple.”

Smokers would pay an extra 65
centsfor each packageof cigarettes.
Motorists would pay a penny agal-
lon more for gasoline or diesel fuel
and 75 centsmoreayear toregister a
car. Theproposed 0.25 percent sales
tax increase would cost Kansans 25
cents on every $100 cart of grocer-
ies.

Graves already has submitted a

proposed budget to the Legislature
that would cut education and social
services spending, close five mini-
mum-security prisons and cancel
some highway projects.

Statelaw required himtosubmita
balanced budget that assumes no
new sources of revenue, and his
package of tax increasesisdesigned
to offset the austerity of that docu-
ment.

Initial reaction from Republican
and Democraticlegisatorswascool.

Sen. Tim Huelskamp, R-Fowler,
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“They come in with so many high
hopesand usethetax dollarstotry and
getthere,” Leroy Butler said.“Weneed
tolearntolivewithinour means; we're
paying too much for taxes that
shouldn’t even bethere.”

Theinvestigatorsalso cited funding
of state agenciesasan areathat should
belooked at.

“| disagree with Graves; | think the
sin tax is wrong,” said David

Ollenberger, aretired trooper and now
aspecial investigator. “ Someagencies
could use alittle scrutinizing. | think
some of them purposely spend money
tokeeptheir budget, atleast that’ swhat
itlookslike.”

InAtchison, City Commissioner Bill
Murphy, who owns a convenience
store, had similar views.

“There needs to be more efficiency
of money implemented,” Murphy said.

“They have atendency to do certain
thingswherethey anticipatethe funds
and don’t want to cut back.

““The state should operate the way
individualsdo. If themoneyisn'tthere,
you haveto cut back.”

Murphy and Green also agreed edu-
cation shouldn’t be the first victim of
cutsin spending.

“1 hope the L egidature has enough
insight to keep educationfunded at the

current level if not higher levels,”
Murphy said. | wouldliketothink the
state would put that before other pro-
grams. If you'regoing to haveasocial
program, education should be that so-
cial program.”

I'rfan, aPakistani immigrantwhohas
owned S& A Food MartinK ansasCity,
Kan., for nearly two years, similarly
seeseducation asapriority.

“Education and health are the most
important,” saidIrfan, who goesby one
name. “ Better services mean the state
runsgood.”

And he believeshigher taxeswould
beagood idea.

“Tax is the backbone of the
economy,” he said. “We take services
fromthegovernmentall thetime. When
you call 911, they show up. Taxes are
good. Taxesarefor us.”

State government isn’t alone in its
financial crunch. Citizensstrugglewith
money matters, too.

Margie Begley, owner of Paolucci’s
Restaurant and Lounge, also in
Atchison, doesn’t want to think about
apossibletax increase.

“Any tax will affectus; it’ll hurtus,”
Begley said. “We vehadtwofires, and
I’mjust not into taxes. We' retrying tc
survive here.”

Blaze destroys abandoned trailer home east of Goodland

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

A Sharon Springs couple’s empty
trailer house was destroyed thismorn-
ing in afire about six miles east of
Goodland on County Road 65.

Roger Studer, a Sherman County
sheriff’sdeputy, said TravisPalmgren,
an Edsonfarmer, spottedthefirewhile
drivingonRoad 65 and headed back to
Edson to call dispatch. Studer said he
and rural firemen were called out at
8:45am.

Thetrailer, about 12 feet wide by 60
feet long, had nearly burned to the
ground by the time fire fighters were
abletodousetheflameswithwater and
foam.

They pulled out blackened appli-
ancesandsidingtoget at hot spots, and
the blaze was snuffed by 10 a.m.

Studer saidnoonelivedinthetrailer,
which Robert and Joan Dalrymple of
Sharon Springsrecently bought along

Sherman County fire fighters sprayed water on an abandoned trailer the trailer, which was owned b

house that caughtfire this morning east of Goodland. The blaze destroyed

with theland.
Thefiredestroyedthetrailer, burned
asmall area of grass and damaged a

tree.
Studer saidlater that theDalrymples
saidthey gavethetrailer hometo Carol
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y a Sharon Springs couple.
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Fulton of Sharon Springsand someone
may have been movingit for her.
Someone may have been welding a

hitch to the trailer and accidentally
started thefire, he said, adding that he
should know morelater today.



