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Cowboys grab seventh from Liberal
after losing to Wichita South Titans

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland Cowboys finished
seventhintheOrangeand Black Clas-
sic this weekend in Colby, losing to
WichitaSouth 53-49 and beating L ib-
eral 53-48.

Cowboy DonRaymer wasnamedto
the all-tournament team, and Andrew
Meliagot the Off the Bench Award.

“Whichmeansheprobably won'tbe
on the bench much anymore,” said
Goodland coach JonMcL ean. “We're
going to begin starting him.”

Goodland shot almost 47 percent
fromthefield over thetournament, and
exactly 50 percent fromthefreethrow
line each game.

Raymer led Goodland scoring with
47, followed by Meliaat 31, Aaron
Gittinger 25, and Bryan Mai and Jor-
dan Riebel at 16.

Goodland played Wichita South on
Friday at the Colby High School Gym.
EventhoughtheCowboysoutshot, out
rebounded, and had lessfoul sthanthe
Titans, they couldn’t pull out awin.

TheCowboyscameout stronginthe
first quarter and led by 4 points with
twominutesleftinthefirst quarter, but
two buckets from the Titans evened
thingsup, andthequarter endedtied at
16.

WichitaSouthjumpedoutfastinthe
second with a 25-21 lead, but
Goodland cameback totieit at 27 with

Rubioscoringeasily onapick androll.
The quarter ended with the Titans up
by three.

About halfway through the third
guarter, Kevin Schulte accidentally
knocked Tate into the bench, and the
twowereall over each other therest of
the quarter.

Schulte caused afive-second viola-
tiontobecaledonTate, and Tatestole
from Schulteontheinbound play, tak-
ing it down to lay it in. The quarter
ended with the Titans up 36-42.

Goodland brought it back to three
points with a running jumper from
Rubio with six minutesleft, but never
got any closer.

A basket by Stacey Biasand aturn-
over turned into a breakaway put
Wichita South up by seven.

Rebel, Gittinger and Melia scored
treysfor Goodland'sl ast threebaskets.
Thelast to beat the buzzer, but it was
too littleto overcomethe Titans.

The loss dropped them in the tour-
nament, and they next faced Liberal,
which had lost to Scott City.

This was the third year in arow
Goodland had played Liberal for sev-
enth place, losingin2000 and winning
in 2001 and thisyear.

Although Redskin Kent Williams
scored the first basket, the Cowboys
out-scoredthelarger Liberal team 17-
7 in thefirst quarter. Goodland went
into double digits when Melia got an

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Though
Aeneas Williams is heading to his
seventh Pro Bowl, his career has
been short onteam glory.

Until now.

TheSt. LouisRams' cornerbackis
in the playoffs for only the second
time and the first with a team that
won itsdivision. He's never before
entered the postseason with such
possihilities.

“We would ask him, "Now, how
far did you go with the Cardinals?
toremind himthat thisisall new to
him,” fellow cornerback Dexter
McCleon said. “Heisexcited. This
iswhat he came herefor.”

Williams was named to the NFL
team of the 1990s along with Deion
Sanders, Darrell Green and Rod
Woodson. Heled, or sharedthelead,
in interceptions in the NFC among
cornerbacks three timesin his 10
seasonsthere.

But hisonly previous playoff ex-
periencecameona9-7teamin1998.
TheCardinalswonawild-cardgame
over the Cowboys and then lost by
20 at Minnesota.

Now, he's on ateam shooting for
its second Super Bowl winin three
years. The Rams, who led the NFL
withal4-2record, areadouble-digit
favoriteto beat the Green Bay Pack-
ers on Sunday, which would put
them in the NFC championship
game.

“Withthisgroupof guys, I’ vejust
kind of beenin question and answer
mode, just kind of asking the guys
about the experience,” Williams
said. “I’mvery excited.”

Cornerbackfinally has chance

Teammates are excited for him.

“It's something that he has been
waitingfor sincehewalked through
that door for the first mini-camp,”
McCleonsaid.“Hecan'twait, weall
can’'t wait. We want to all get there
for him.”

The Rams got Williams cheap,
paying only second- and fourth-
rounddraft picks. Inreturn, they got
aninstant leader with anosefor big
plays.

This year he made a career-best
100tackleswith four interceptions,
three fumble recoveries and one
forced fumble. He returned two of
the picksfor touchdowns.

He'sfourth ontheactivelist with
50 interceptions, eight of them for
SCOres.

“1’ve enjoyed the season,” Will-
iams said. “| think there’s so many
things|’ ve gotten better at.”

Defensive coordinator Lovie
SmithlovesWilliams' intensity, and
not just on game day.

“Inpracticehe’sinterceptingballs
and scoring. He' srunning onand of f
the field and he's always taking
notes,” Smith said.

“| can go on and on about the
thingshe'sdone. Hereally actslike
arookietrying to makethe team.”

Teammates have noticed, voting
him the team’s annual Spirit of the
Game winner.

“The way he practices and pre-
pares for each game has been the
same from Day 1 up to now,”
McCleon said. “And it isnot going
to change. That isjust the way he
approachesthisgame.”

offensive rebound and was fouled by
Phillip Wedel going for the putback,
making both freethrows.

On the next play, Melia got a re-
bound on Liberal’s Quinton Woods
missed shot, getting it down court
whereGittinger gotitovertoMai, who
wasfouled ontheshot. Mai madeboth
his shots, putting Goodland up 12-4.

Riebel scored on a fade-away
jumper at the end of the quarter, giv-
ing the Cowboysa10 point lead.

Goodland outscored the Redskins
11-10inthesecond quarter, givingthe
boysa28-17 lead.

Liberal camebackinthesecond half,
at one point down by just two, after a
trey by Cory James. Meliacame back
with abucket from directly under the
hoop, havingtoleanback togetitover,
ending the quarter with Goodland up
by 4.

Liberal scored two quick baskets at
the start of thefourth, tying it up at 36
with alay-up by Iban Ramirez. Rubio
answered with athree-pointer.

Goodland built up a 12-point lead
with a minute left, but the Redskins
weren't out yet. Liberal’s James
scored, and Ramirez stoleGoodland's
inbound pass, throwingit out to James,
who missed athree-pointer.

Liberal fouled Goodland after every
play fromthispoint. After Meliamade
one of two, Ramirez sank atrey, cut-
ting thelead to seven.

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Missouri is
about to begin another tough stretch,
with three of the next four games
against Top 10 opponents. Thistime,
coach Quin Snyder believes histeam
may be ready.

First,theNo. 21 Tigersplay atNo.5
Oklahoma on Monday night. They
play at No. 4 Kansas Jan. 28 and play
No. 10 Virginiaat home Feb. 3.

Not long ago, Snyder would have
been dreading the prospect.

L ast month, Missouri (14-4,4-1Big
12) lost consecutive games to then
15th-ranked lowa and ninth-ranked
Illinois.

Of the Oklahoma matchup, Snyder
said: “ Threeweeksago, weshould hot
haveeven playedthegame. Now, we' |l

Firstthingsfirst, and Oklahoma(14-
2, 3-1) swept Missouri inapair of two-

Jordan was fouled on the inbound,
and he made one of two.

Williamsof Liberal gotanoffensive
rebound and put it back, makingit 51-
45. Riebel wasfouled and madeoneof
hisfreethrows, and Jamesscoredwith
an NBA rangethree-pointer, bringing
Liberal within four points with seven
seconds | eft.

Goodland was able to keep the
Redskinsfrom scoringagain, andwon
by five points after another shot at the
free-throw line.

“Wedidn't play aswell inthesecond
half, “ said McLean. “We just kind of
hung on for thewin.

“It's always better to get one win
than three losses in atournament like
this. | hoped that we would get two
wins, whichiswhy thelosstoWiichita
South was so disappointing.”

McL ean said theteam will work on
ball handling, passing, man-to-man
defense and avoiding mental break-
downs.

“I"m excited,” he said. “We play
some tough teams the rest of the sea-
son, andif wecontinuetoimprove, we
have agood chance of beating them.”

McL eansaid Gittinger hurt hisankle
Saturday against Liberal, but heshould
beready to go Friday against Oberlin.

The Cowboys come off of thetour-
nament with a season record of 4-7.
They next play about 7 p.m. Mountain
Timeon Friday at Oberlin.

point decisionslast season. Snyder said
the Sooners, who havebeaten Missouri
seven straight times overall, have the
best talentinthe Big 12.

“All these great recruiting classes
we' vehad, they don’t comparetowhat
they’ve had,” Snyder said.

“They keep playing this underdog
role, but they’rethebigdogtome—a
big dog that bites.”

““And we’ve been bit by them a
couple of times.”

Snyder is 0-4 against Oklahoma,
coming off aseven-point loss at Kan-
sason Saturday, but denieshewantsto
beat them any more than any other
team.

“1 don’t get into personal things,”
Snyder said. “We' vecomein hard ev-
ery timeand we haven't won.

“If everybody stays around long
enough, I'm sure we'll beat them at
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Andrew Melia tried to penetrate the Liberal defense Saturday in the

Orange and Black Classic at the Colby Community Building.
Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Missouri may be ready for upcoming stretch

some point.”

Players certainly are aware of the
recent history.

Except for border rival Kansas,
Kareem Rush said there's no one he
wantsto beat more.

“It'saburning desirein our hearts
right now,” Rush said.

“Thegamescould havegoneeither
way, and hopefully wecanget over that
hump.”

Missouri shot 62.5 percent in the
first half of a92-77 victory over Colo-
rado on Saturday, and haswon five of
six. Snyder said hisyoungteam, which
ledby 27 pointsinthefirst half, played
sowell becauseit was unselfish.

He hopes his players remember.

“We'vegot to hang ontoit tight be-
causeit’snotahabityet,” Snyder said.
“Wehavetohangonunbelievably tight
toplay theright way.”

Snyder switched ClarenceGilberttc
point guard threegamesago, andindi-
cated he' dleave him there.

Gilbert, the Tigers' second-leading
scorer, wasabout theonly shooter whe
struggled against Colorado, going 2-
for-14.

Gilbert,whohad six assists, saidhe's
still getting used to the paint.

“It'ssimpletome: | justneedtolearn
how to score from the point,” Gilbert
said.

“1 used to do it in high school, but
I’ m used to scoring from the shooting
position.”

Snyder said Stokes has taken the
demotionwell.

“1 think we makelessof thestarting
thing,” Snyder said.

“We' rethinking about we, not about
me. The more we do that, the better
chancewe haveto grow.”

Kansas State cruises over lowa State for first Big 12 win

MANHATTAN, Kan. (AP)—Kan-
sas State’s biggest play in gaining its
first Big 12 win of the season took just
aminuteto design.

And lowa State never got over it as
theWildcatscruisedtoa63-52triumph
Saturday night.

PervisPasco’sdunk onanalley-oop
frompointguard Larry Reid spurreda
Wildcatsrunthat turned aseven-point
halftimelead into a15-point edge.

“Coachdrew itupinthehuddleand
weexecutedit,” Reid said. “It gaveus
alift weneeded.”

The Wildcats hope that lift lasts as
they beginatwo-week stretch of games
against conferenceheavyweightsK an-

sas, Missouri, Oklahoma State and
Texas.

But first, Kansas State travels to
Colorado Tuesday totackletheBuffa-
loes, 10-5 despite losing Saturday to
theTigers.

“Thiswasagood winfor us,” Reid
said. “We got confidence now.”

In dismissing the Cyclones, Larry
Reid led the Wildcats with 18 points
and Pasco added 10 points and nine
rebounds.

But it was Kansas State's defense
that decided the outcome. The Wild-
cats (7-8, 1-3Big 12) held lowa State
(9-10,1-4Big12)tojustonefield goal
inthefirst tenminutesof eachhalf and

scored 21 points off eight Cyclone
turnovers.

TheWildcatssnapped athree-game
losing streak and won their first game
since Dec. 29.

They beat the Cyclonesfor thefirst
time since 1999.

“1 thought it wasthescrappiest effort
of the season against ateam that is
notedfor that aswell,” said head coach
Jim Wooldridge.

“It certainly wasn’t afluid game, but
they came out tonight and showed
some real effort. I’m real proud of
them.”

The Wildcats held the Cyclones to
35-percent from thefield.

lowa State was 16-0f-28 from the
free-throw line.

“You know when you don’t make
baskets and free throws, and you turn
it over, you just look pathetic,” said
lowa State coach Larry Eustachy. “It
doesn’t surpriseme. It’svery frustrat-
ing for everybody. We'll see better
days.”

Nick Williams added 11 pointsand
Matt Siebrandt added 10 for Kansas
State.

Tyray Pearson, the Big 12's second
leading scorer with 19.2 pointsagame,
led lowa State with 15. Jake Sullivan
scored 10 for the Cyclones, who host
Kansas Wednesday night.
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