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weather

report
31°

at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:57 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:00 a.m.
* Sunset, 4:58 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 31 degrees
+ Humidity 81 percent
« Sky cloudy with very light snowfall
* Winds north 16 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30,00 inches

and falling

* Record High 69° (1981)
* Record Low -9° (1963)

Last 24 Hours*

High 66°
Low 23°
Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: becoming mostly clear,
low 10-15, winds northwest 5-10
shifting to west. Tomorrow: sunny,
high mid 40s, low near 20, winds
northwest 10-15.

Extended Forecast
Friday: mostly sunny, high 60s.
Saturday: clear, low lower 20s, high
upper 50s. Sunday: clear, low lower
20s, high lower 60s. Monday: partly
cloudy, low upper 10s, high mid 40s.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.
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Senator focuses on ‘heart of matter’

By Rachel Miscall

market

Noon
Wheat — $2.66 bushel
Posted county price — $2.58
Corn — $1.94 bushel
Posted county price — $1.87
Loan deficiency pmt. — 12¢
Milo — $1.66 bushel
Soybeans — $3.73 bushel
Posted county price — $3.78
Loan deficiency payment —
$1.14
Millet — $3.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.75 cwit.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 81¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $23
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Frontier
Equity Co-op and 21st Century Bean.
These may not be closing figures. )
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Plan to raise
alcohol taxes

TOPEKA A Senate
committee's chairman outlined a
new proposal today forincreasing
tobacco and alcohol taxesto pre-
vent cutsin the state budget.

The Assessment and Taxation
Committeevotedtointroducethe
planfrom Sen. David Corbin, and
he scheduled a hearing for Mon-
day. The bill would raise nearly
$87 million for the 2003 fiscal
year, which beginsJuly 1.

Cigarette taxeswould increase
35centsapack, to59cents, andthe
tax on other tobacco products,
such as snuff, would doubleto 20
percent. Taxeswould increase on
all alcoholic beverages.

The plan isless ambitiousthan
Gov. Bill Graves' proposals to
raise cigarette, sales and motor
fuelstaxesandvehicleregistration
feesto raise $228 million for fis-
cal 2003.

The Goodland Daily News

While Kansaslawmakersarewran-
gling over whether to raise taxes to
solvethestate’ sbudget problems, Sen.
Stan Clark said he wants to keep an
optimistic outlook and focus on the
heart of the problem.

TheOakley Republican, whorepre-
sents District 40, including Sherman
County, saidtheproblemisn’talack of
money, it'salack of people. Hesaid a
new approach to economic develop-
ment could allow young peopleto stay

ANswers
to budget
questions

Reporter explains
states money woes

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer

TOPEK A—Thestateisconfronting
what many officialssay isitsmost se-
riousbudget squeezeinyears. Legida
torsfacedecisionsoncutting programs,
increasing taxes or both.

With the budget ranking asthe most
pressing issue of the 2002 legislative
on, herearequestionsandanswers
to help explain the problems:

Q: How didthestategetintothissitu-
ation?

A: The problems are the result of
several trends.

State budgeting runs in boom-and-
bust cycles, typicaly lasting fiveto 10
years.

Ingoodyears, thestatecollectsmore
than expected, asit did during themid-
1990s. L egislators use the money to
financenew programor to cut taxes—
or both, as they did during Gov. Bill
Graves firstterm.

Thestatesometimescan’tdoenough
of either to keep up with revenue col-
lections, leadingtolargebalancesinits
general fund. Later, when revenue
growth starts to cool, spending out-
paces revenues, and the balances dis-
appear.

In down years, spending must be
brought back into line with revenues.
After two or three years of tight bud-
gets, the cycle beginsagain.

The stateisnow in the down part of
thecycle, having cuttaxeswhilestill in-
creasing general fund spending during
the mid-1990s. Also, in a slowing
economy, state revenue grows more
slowly as consumers buy less and
wagesrisemoreslowly.

Finally, the state is facing higher
costsfor some programs.

Q: How bigisthe problem?

A: The Graves administration
projects a $426 million gap between
revenuesand required for fiscal 2003,
which begins July 1. Legidative esti-
mates are different, but not by much.

Much of theproblemisonthespend-

See BUDGET, Page 4

Officials
set session
to talk trash

Sherman County commissioners
will hold a special work session at 5
p.m. Thursday in the commissioner
roomat the courthouseto discusstrash
issues.

Commissioners Kevin Rasure and
Chuck Frankenfeld and County Clerk
Janet Rumpel will beattending ameet-
ing that morning in Leoti to discuss
planstoimplement anenterprisefacili-
tation program with a grant that was
recently awarded tothesix countiesin
western Kansas.

The next regular commission meet-
ingwill be8am. Thursday, Jan. 31,in
thecommissionroomonthemainfloor
of the Sherman County courthouse,
813 Broadway Ave.

and raise families in the
state’s rural areas, ending
the long-term decline in
population.
Theapproachthesenator
istalking about was devel-
oped by the Siralli Institute
of Minneapolis, Minn. In
comingmonths, hesaid, the
institute will be working
with state and county offi-
ciastostart businessesand
build populations.
Sherman County is part of a six-

Stan Clark

county group that received a
$200,000 stategrant tostarta
business devel opment pro-
gram based on the Sirolli ap-
proach. Two other multi-
county groups received
$200,000eachand Clark said
Gov. Bill Graves may set
aside money for other coun-
tiesthat want to participate.
But, the senator said, com-
munities can improve their
economies without money from the
state. He said the Sirolli concept isto

create businesses using resources
found at home, not bring in outside
companies.

“Thedollarswiththegrant aremean-
ingless,” hesaid. “It’ stheideasbehind
thegrant that are priceless.”

Clark, who hasbeenin officefor six
years, says many of the problems|leg-
islatorsarefacing stemfrom disappear-
ing populationsinrural areas. Schools
arestruggling because stateaid istied
to enrollment and Main Street and the
agricultural economy are hurting as
youthsmove away and residentsgrow

older.

Spending more money isn’t the an-
swer, he said. The solution lieswithin
the struggling communities.

“1f we grow from within, everyone
will benefit,” hesaid. “ That’sthe mes-
sage | want to communicate.”

Clark saidoneideaistostimulatethe
imagination of high school students
and help them turn their dreams into
businesses. That way, he said, the
youths would be able to stay in rura

See CLARK, Page 4

Young daredevil?

—

Ren Scherling, a sixth grader at North Elementary School, popped a on Tuesday, with temperatures in the 60s, before snow started falling
wheelie on his scooter after school on Tuesday. Students and other this morning.

peoplein Goodland took advantage of the unseasonably warm weather Photo by Skilar Boland/The Goodland Daily News

Snow flurries give city taste of winter

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Mother Nature teased Sherman
County this morning, spitting some
snowflakes from the sky, but not
enough to make much difference.

In afarming area that hasn’t seen
muchmoisturethi swinter, agood snow
would be welcome, but a National
Weather Servicemeteorol ogist saysit's
still awaiting game.

Randy Coleman at the Weather Ser-

vice office here said anarrow band of
light snow followed a cold front that
moved over northwest Kansas |ast
night.

Hesaidthestorm should bring snow
flurries, but therewon’'t bemuch accu-
mulation.

“Nothing that you can measure,” he
said, adding that the clouds should
break upthisafternoon, |leavingthesky
mostly clear tonight. Colemansaidthe
stormwasdissi pating asit moved south

and should die out this afternoon.

There had been reports of flurries
north and west of Goodland, he said,
and some accumulation in Yuma
County, Colo.

He said this area shouldn't see as
much of thewhitestuff asLimon, Den-
ver and other areasin Colorado, where
therewerereportsof snow uptoafoot
deep.

Coleman said highstoday should be
inthemid- toupper-30s, withtempera-

X

Goodland High School students gathered across the street during a fire drill Tuesday afternoon.

Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

tures dropping to around 10 degrees
tonight. Temperatures are expected tc
riselater in the week.

Who knowswhen Sherman County
will seeareal snow.

“Well, wedon’t haveany inthefore-
cast through Tuesday,” Coleman said,
noting that it could be awhile before
much moi sture comes.

Hesaidthereoften arebig stormsin
March or April because thereis more
moistureintheair asspring arrives.

Students
pass test
IN fire drill

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Goodland High School was evacu-
ated Tuesday afternoon, and students
andteacherswerel eft wonderingwhat
wasgoing on.

It wasatest, and they passed.

Mary Messamore, county emer-
gency servicesdirector, calledthat sur-
prisefiredrill at the school about 2:15
p.m. Tuesday. Shesaid shehad warned
theschool that therewouldbeasurprise

See DRILL, Page 4




