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Charley Thorson (left), owner of Thorson Floor Covering, installed tiles on the floor of the boys’ bathroom in
the high school on Wednesday, while an employee Matt Carmichael watched. The remodeling projectis nearly
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Rooms feature new tools

finished.
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opportunity for teachersto teach with
state-of-the-art equipment,” he said,
noting studentswill beabletoperform
more experiments.

There are about 12 computersin
each of the new science classrooms,
Selby said, and each laboratory hasa
new “fumehood,” wherestudentscan
safely work with chemicals. The
school had only one old fume hood
before.

Thescienceroomsare separated by
storageareas, whereteacherscankeep
chemicals or other equipment. In one
of thestoragerooms, Sel by pointed out
new “grow lights” the board ordered
from Hicks-Ashby, theMissouri com-
pany that supplied the new classroom
furniture. Hesaid thelightscamewith

potting soil and plastic cupsin which
to grow plants.
New laboratory stationswithwater,

air and gasaccesslinethewallsof the deal

science rooms, and the computersare
mounted abovethecenters, sostudents
can record experiment results.

Eachroom hasitsownthermostat so
teacherscan control theclimate, Selby
said, andtherearetwo handicap-acces-
sible desks, where disabled students
can do experiments.

In one of the science rooms, the su-
perintendent said carpentry studentsat
the Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
legehelped thedistrict rectify afurni-
ture mistake.

Wood panels used to cover pipes
under thelab stationscameintooshort,
he said, but the carpentry students
made new ones and will help install

them.
“They didanexcellentjob,” hesaid.
“They made agood deal out of abad

Mike Miller, owner of Miller Con-
struction and the project manager, did
much of theconstructionwork. Install-
ing partitions and a paper towel dis-
penser inthegirls' bathroom, he said
hefeelsgood about the project.

“It'sbeenanicejob,” hesaid. “I've
enjoyedit.”

Hesaid it hasbeen oneof hisbigger
projects.

Miller alsohelpedbuildthecollege's
fitnesscenter and installed theroof on
anew tourist center on |-70.

Selby said he and the board are
happy with the results.

“We'rejust real pleased with all of
it,” hesaid.

Special forces confiscate weapons

ap news capsules

By Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

KABUL, Afghanistan — As they
press their search for al-Qaida and
Talibanrenegades, U.S. special forces
and their Afghan allies have confis-
cated thousands of weapons from a
warlord in southern Afghanistan.

But tensions were reported rising
around the eastern town of Khost be-
causeof rivalriesbetweenfactionlead-
ers seeking recognition from the in-
terim government, thelatest evidence
of avolatilepower vacuumtwo months
after theradical Taliban weredeposed.

Meanwhile, JohnWalker Lindh, the
young American accused of fighting
alongsidetheTaliban, wasjailed upon
arrival intheUnited Statesafter anAir
Force transport plane brought him
fromAfghanistan, two monthsafter he
was captured.

Lindh's parents, Frank Lindh and
Marilyn Walker, were not allowed to
meet him after hewasbookedintoajail
inAlexandria, Va. Lindhfacestrial on
charges of conspiring to kill fellow
countrymen and could be imprisoned
for lifeif convicted.

On avisit Wednesday to the U.S.
military base in the southern city of

Kandahar, FBI director Robert
Mueller said members of Osama bin
Laden’sterror network had provided
valuable information that has pre-
vented new attacksagainst U.S. targets
worldwide.

BEIRUT, Lebanon — A former
L ebanese Christian warlord held re-
sponsible along with Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon for a massacre
20yearsagothat for many symbolizes
the outrages of Lebanon’s civil war
waskilledtoday inacar bombingat his
house.

ElieHobeika, 45, led theright-wing
Lebanese Forces militia, which
scythedthroughthe Sabraand Chatilla
Pal estinian refugee campsin Muslim
west Beirutin1982, slaughtering hun-
dreds of men, women and children
under the eyesof Israeli soldiers.

L ebanese security officials said
Hobeikahadjust entered hisHumvee,
amilitary style armored truck, with
threebody guardswhentheexplosion
occurred at 9:40 a.m. today.

There was no immediate claim of

responsibility.
NATIONAL

COOKEVILLE, Tenn.—Torrentia
rains that swamped roads, damaged
bridges and forced schools to close
were also blamed in the deaths of two
peoplewhoweresweptintoadrainage
pipe.

Thedeathsoccurred asan estimated
3to6inchesof rainfell inpartsof Ten-
nessee on Wednesday, with more
heavy rainsforecast for today.

Tommy Stewart, 20, becametrapped
as he and another city worker tried to
unclog a flooded drainage ditch, fire
department officialssaid. Shane Coo-
per, 26, stopped to help but was swept
under.

Authorities had to bring in heavy
equipmenttodigupthepipeanddidn’t
findthevictimsuntil about threehours
later, Cookeville Fire Department
spokesman Bruce Womack said.

Near McMinnville, rescuers
pluckedtwohighschool studentsfrom
ariver after their canoe capsized and
floated away. They held ontreelimbs
for nearly two hoursbeforehelp came.
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Choir to represent state
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in the best shape.”

TheX-pressosreceivedaninvitation
tocompeteintheBranson Show Choir
International, Berls said, and plan to
attendthecompetitionfromMarch 14-
17.

The choir will be representing the
state of Kansas.

The group will perform four songs
inal15-20 minuteroutinefor the com-
petition, the director said, and will be
competing against 18 other show
choirsfrom around the U.S.

Attheendof thefirst day, hesaid, the
top 10choirswill moveontothesemi-
finals, where they will perform the
same show.

Thetopthreechoirswill goontothe
finals, Berlssaid, wherethey will per-
formthesameshow againto determine
thetop chair.

There are show choir competitions
in New York, Florida and California,
Berlssaid, but the X -pressosaregoing
to the onein Branson becauseit'sthe
closest.

The trip won't be all work and no
play.

The X-pressos and otherstraveling
with them will have timeto see some
professional shows, Berlssaid.

The X-pressos are: Amanda Jolly,
AmandaHoffman, LaurieRedlin, Jes-
sicaVignery and Tammy Wheeter, so-
pranos, MeganMcCall, AlyssaMason,
Rachael Hagerman, Colleen Koehler
andAbby Schoepner, altos; lan Scher-
ling, Timothy Kafka, Bill Linin,
Preston Lambrecht and Josh Topliff,
tenors; and Darin Richardson, Cody
Lofland, Allan Briney, Josef Felver
and Mike Zimmerman, bass.

Theaccompanying band, whichin-
cludes Tom Harrison, Jay Jolly, Billy

Gabel and Andrew Melia, will travel
withthem, Berlssaid, sothegroup can
performtolivemusic.

TheX-pressosupporterswhowill be
playing in the game are: Sid Unruh,
BrianLinin, Brady Stindt, AdamFree-
man, Harvey Swager, Don Smith, Ri-
chard Schwasinger, Connie Liven-
good, Ben Holman, Randy Berls and
Jon McL ean.

The Harlem Knights will play the
parents of Colby High School band
members Monday at the Colby Com-
munity Building to help the band pay
for new uniforms.

Ticketsforthegameareavailableat
the high school and at the door. Ad-
vance adult tickets will be $6 and ad-
vance child/student ticketswill be $4.
Priceswill be$1 moreat thedoor. Chil-
dren under 6 can attend for free.

The soup supper will cost $5 per
person.

Democratswantguarantee
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Morrissaid.

Demacrats, who hold 10 of the 40
Senate seats, said they want aguaran-
tee that the money raised by the tax
increaseswould be spent oneducation.

“All of these tax increases, | could
support,” said Sen. GretaGoodwin, D-
Winfield, atax committee member.

TheKerr-Morrisbudget planwould
cut the current $4.5 billion budget by
about $85 million, then freeze spend-
ingforfiscal 2003. Theresult wouldbe
astatebudget dlightly smaller thanthe
current one.

Inpart, itwould savethestate $23.7
million in the current fiscal year
througha$39 per-pupil cutinstateaid
toschool districts. Per-pupil aidwould
fall to $3,831 and would befrozenthat
level for the next fiscal year.

Also:

— The Wichita chapter of the Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Col ored Peopleexpressed con-
cern about aHouseredistricting plan.

— The Senate confirmed the ap-
pointments of four members of the
state Board of Regents.

— TheHouse New Economy Com-
mittee heard a presentation about ac-
tivities at the Kansas Speedway in
Kansas City.
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By The Associated Press
Total New Revenues

Senate: $86.9 million in fiscal
year 2003, which begins July 1.

Gov. Bill Graves: $228 million.

Tobacco Taxes

— Senate: Raisescigarettetax by
35centsapack, to59cents, for $64.7
million; increases tax on other to-
bacco products to 20 percent of
wholesalepricefrom 10percent, for
$4 million.

— Graves: Raisescigarettetax by
65 centsapack, for $111.2 million;
noincreaseintobacco productstax.

Alcohol Taxes

— Senate: Raises wholesale tax
on beer by 5 centsagallon, to 23
cents; on fortified wine 25 cents a
gallon, to $1; on regular wine, 10
cents a gallon to 40 cents, and on
hard liquor by 75 centsagallon, to
$3.25, toraise $5.3 million.

Raises retail tax on liquor store

Comyparison of plans
by senate and governor

sales from 8 percent to 10 percent,
for $8.2 million.

Raises tax on liquor sold by the
drink from 10 percent to 12 percent,
for $4.6 million.

— Graves: Noincreases.

Retail SalesTax

— Senate: Noincreases.

— Graves:. Increases retail sales
taxfrom4.9 percentto5.15 percent,
for $94.8 million.

Motor FuelsTaxes

— Senate GOP: No increases.

— Graves: Increasesgasolinetax
by 1 cent agallon, to 22 cents, and
diesel tax by 1 cent agallon, to 24
cents, for $17.8 million.

Vehicle Registration

— Senate GOP: No increases.

— Graves: Increasesvehiclereg-
istration fees 3 percent, for $4 mil-
lion.

Car owners would see their fees
increaseto $25.75 from $25.

MISSING CHILDREN

Grandmother Marge Quast, Mother T.J.
and family needs help in finding children:
Jacob, Jaeger, Job and Jonah Thompson.

Any information would be
appreciated. Contact the Goodland
Police Dept. 785-899-4570.
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Cdll Bill or Eric for information 899-2338
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hardly wait.
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