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Saints and sinners: Love most those who deserve it least

The tale of two prisoners ...

CanadaBlackie was amurderer serving alife
sentence in New York’s Auburn Prison when
Thomas Mott Osborne became warden.

Osborn, fired with his dream of rehabilitat-
ing prisoners, was determined to make Canada
Blackie the cornerstone of his experiment. “At
first,” says Willard Sperry in recounting the
story, “Blackie was stubborn and uncoopera-
tive. But the warden refused to give up on him.
In the end, he melted Blackie’s hardened heart
and the lifer became the chief advocate of
Osborne’s program.”

When, finally, Canada Blackie lay dying of
tuberculosis in the warden’s house, he said,
“There are some people who have helped me.

They are not the preaching and praying kind.
But there have been some people who have
treated me better than I deserved with the result
that they made me better than I wanted to be or
than I naturally would have been.”

The other story is told by a night prison cor-
rections officer writing in Guideposts maga-
zine.

He tells of an inmate who was put into soli-
tary confinement after attempting to kill a fel-
low prisoner.

Whenever the officer would pass by his cell
in the middle of the night, the inmate would leap
from his cot, shake the bars and shout obsceni-
ties at him.

He had vowed tokill the first officer who tried
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to come into his cell. But one night the officer
opened the cell door quietly and went in.
“Youknow,” said the officer, “thereis amuch
simpler way to insult me, and it would save you
a lot of energy. Why don’t you print what you
want to call me on a poster and hang it on your
cell door before you go to bed? Then you

wouldn’t have to wait up for me every night.”

The prisoner was bitter and abusive over the
intrusion, but later, after he had calmed down,
he confided to the officer that, while the idea
might be a good one, he couldn’t write.

The officer agreed to teach him. Each night
from then on, he found the prisoner’s profane
greeting displayed on a poster on the cell door.

A few weeks later, the officer told the pris-
oner that he would teach him additional words
sothathe couldlearntoread. It was agreed, and
there were lessons each day.

But every night, as the officer made his
rounds, there was the obscene sign that the pris-
oner never failed to hang up.

Then one night, after a weekend off duty, the

officer passed the cell and was pleasantly sur-
prised. The old sign was down. In its place, the
prisoner had hung a different sign that read

GOD BLESS YOU SARGENT. GLAD
YOU’RE BACK.

The moral of these two little stories really has
nothing to do with prisoners. It has to do with
us.

If the approach used by the warden and the
guard would work with hardened criminals,
why wouldn’t it work with the difficult people
we encounter in our everyday lives?

Not only do “they need love most who de-
serve it least” but “one loving heart kindling
another” is probably the most effective way
there is to change lives.

On a new continent, congregation to rebuild synagogue burned by Nazis

By Margie Mason
Associated Press Writer

BERKELEY, Calif. — A gem of
Jewish architecture that was lost in the
Holocaust could soonrise again— half
a world away from where it originally
stood.

The synagogue in Przedborz, Po-
land, was built in 1636 near the banks
of the Pilica River. From the outside, it
looked like a simple barn, butinside the
massive front doors was a spectacular
sight — a 40-foot vaulted ceiling
carved with Biblical scenes, an elabo-
rate pulpit and timbers adorned with
jewels.

“It was the most beautiful place, so
beautiful I don’t think I paid any atten-
tion to the prayers but to the walls and
to the ceiling,” said Gina Nirenberg
Kimelman, who was just 7 years old
when she went there with her grand-
mother. “I camehome and I would draw
some of these things.”
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This is the time that Kimelman pre-
fers to remember — the last moments
before the Nazis arrived in 1942,
burned down the synagogue and killed
off the town’s Jewish citizens.

Now Kimelman, 78, may soon have
another chance to sitin that synagogue
again, thanks in part to her memories.
The Congregation Beth Israel in Ber-
keley is planning to rebuild the syna-
gogue to scale, realizing an ambition
members firsthad 20 years ago as they
discussed replacing their existing
house of worship.

Wooden synagogues once dotted the
landscape of Eastern Europe but only
about 10 are left and none are good re-
pair— they are used as barns or sheds.

The Przedborz synagogue was a Pol-
ish treasure. Napoleon is said to have
visiteditin the early 19th century. Tours
stopped there in the 1920s and ’30s.
Photographs and architectural draw-
ings of it were hidden during World War
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II, then later preserved in the archives
in Warsaw.

Members of Berkeley’s Wooden
Synagogue Committee unearthed the
photographs and drawings of the origi-
nal building, which was remodeled in
1760. They noted that a large wooden
Star of David dominated the outside
wall facing the town’s center, an un-
usual feature that showed just how ac-
cepted Jews were in Przedborz, which
was 60 percent Jewish.

Kimelman, one of only four people
known in the United States who re-
member details of the synagogue, told
the committee about the rainbow of
vibrant colors inside the building that
the archive photos fail to capture.

“Thisis the firsttime a wooden syna-
gogue is (being) rebuilt to house a liv-
ing, breathing, growing, organic con-
gregation, which is what makes it so
special,” said Rabbi S. Yair Silverman
of the Berkeley congregation.

Architects from two firms have used
the original drawings to replicate the
original design and add features for
modern use.

“The building burnt in a fire, and
we’ve been hired to rebuild it,” said
David Finn, one of the architects. “It
happens to be 60 years later, and ithap-
pens to be in a different place.”

Artists from China, Italy, the Czech
Republic and Jerusalem will complete
wood carvings and other ornamental
work that models the original structure.

The new structure will replace a
modest Orthodox synagogue onits site
now and will face the same direction as
the original, Polish synagogue.

Beth Israel’s congregants have con-
tributed about $2 million for the
project, and the synagogue committee
has submitted grant requests to some
200 organizations seeking the addi-
tional $3.5 million necessary to build
the temple.

Silverman hopes to break ground
next fall and complete construction in
another year. People of all religions and
cultures will be encouraged to visit,
with educational tours linked to a
nearby Jewish museum.

Barbara Budnitz, a member of the
congregation, recently visited
Przedborz. All thatremains of the origi-
nal synagogue is three stairs that lead
down to the river and an old water
pump, she said.

“I almost feel like those people are
with us and pushing us forward,” she
said.

Kimelman remembers much about
Przedborz, but never returned there
because the memories were too pain-
ful.

She grew up with her parents in Lodz,
but had a large family in Przedborz,
about 40 miles south. The Nazis
rounded up her grandparents, aunts,
uncles and cousins and forced them to

dig their own graves. Others in the town
were driven to the death camp in
Treblinka.

“Can you imagine? Somebody
would come and have something
against such a beautiful thing,”
Kimelman said of the synagogue. “So
old and so beautiful.”

Kimelman was herself taken from
the Lodz ghetto to Auschwitz in 1944,
She was freed a year later when the war
ended.

Seeing the synagogue again “will be
like something coming back from the
ashes,” Kimelman said through tears at
her San Mateohome. “Every time [ will
gothere, [ will see my family there. Me
and my grandma just sitting there.”

On the Net: http://www.wooden-
synagogue.org/
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Pastor: Father Daryl Olmstead
307 W. 13th  899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
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‘The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

Short & Son Trucking
Hwy. 24

‘Topside Office Products, 9nc.

1110 Main [




