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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 4:58 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 7:00 a.m.
¢ Sunset, 4:59 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 31 degrees
* Humidity 21 percent
* Sky clear and sunny
+ Winds north 15-20 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.21 inches

and rising

* Record High 71° (1970)
* Record Low -7° (1957)

Last 24 Hours*

High 36°
Low 15°
Precipitation trace

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: clear, lows near 20, winds
southwest 10-15 m.p.h. Tomorrow:
mostly sunny, high mid 60s, low mid
20s, winds southwest 10-20 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: partly sunny, high near
70. Sunday: partly cloudy, high low
60s, low lower 30s. Monday: partly
cloudy, scattered snow showers dur-
ing the night. high lower 50s, low mid
20s.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.69 bushel
Posted county price — $2.57
Corn — $1.95 bushel
Posted county price — $1.86
Loan deficiency payment — 13¢
Milo — $1.67 bushel
Soybeans — $3.76 bushel
Posted county price — $3.73
Loan deficiency payment — $1.19
Millet — $3.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.75 cw.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 81¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $23 (new crop)
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news

from the
Associated

K
1p.m.

Special forces
hit compound

KABUL, Afghanistan — U.S.
special forces attacked an enemy
compound in southern Afghani-
stan today, capturing or killing a
number of Taliban and al-Qaida
fighters, U.S. officials said. One
American was wounded in the
ankle.

Elsewhere in Afghanistan,
threats of clashes between rival
warlords menaced the fragile
peace, and alocal governor ac-
cused Iranof sending vehiclesand
weaponsintothecountry tounder-
minethenew interim government
of Hamid Karzai.

ThefirefighteruptedwhenU.S.
forces struck an al-Qaida and
Taliban*leadershipfacility” about
60 miles north of Kandahar, Pen-
tagon officia ssaidinWashington.

Enemy forces were killed and
27 peoplewerecaptured, said Gen.
Richard Myers, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

‘SIN’ taxes
could be
INcreased

Idea to raise alcohol,
tobacco fees on top

By John Hanna
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA — A proposal to raiseto-
bacco and acohol taxes has emerged
quickly as the top option for address-
ing the state'sbudget problems.

Attherequest of itschairman, David
Corbin, the Senate Assessment and
Taxation Committee agreed Wednes-
day to sponsor the legidlation to raise
about $87 millionduringthefiscal year
that beginsJuly 1.

The plan drew support from Senate
President Dave Kerr, R-Hutchinson,
and Ways and Means Committee
Chairman Steve Morris, R-Hugoton.
They had drafted their own planto cut
spending and tap into rainy day funds
toavoid tax increases.

Corbin outlined the tax committee
planevenastheWaysand M eansCom-
mittee continued hearingsontheKerr-
Morrisplan to cut spending.

“1 think you' [l findthere' squiteabit
of interest in sin taxes,” Kerr said. “|
think you'll findthereareal ot of people
wholikebudget cutsintheabstract but
don't likethem in the specific.”

Thetax committee’shill isdesigned
to prevent spending cuts, particularly
in education. Corbin, R-Towanda,
scheduled ahearing on thelegislation
for Monday and said his committee
could votethe sameday.

Oneopponent of higher taxessaidthe
proposal hasafighting chance.

“If the Senate supports any tax in-
crease, it will be abill very similar to
this,” said Sen. Stan Clark, R-Oakley.

Thebill wouldincreasethecigarette
tax by 35 centsapack, to 59 cents, and
doublethetax onthewholesaledistri-
bution of al other tobacco productsto
20 percent.

It would increase all taxes on alco-
holic beverages.

The cost of an $8.59 12-pack of
Budweiser would increase about 15
cents.

Theplanislessambitiousthan Gov.
Bill Graves proposal toincreaseciga-
rette, sales and motor fuels taxes and
vehicle registration fees by $228 mil-
lion.

That plan would raise the cigarette
tax 65 cents but would not increase
taxes on other tobacco products or al-
cohoal.

“It'sanindicationof legidators will-
ingness to consider options,” Graves
said. “It'sjust one moreideafor folks
to consider, whichiswhat thisprocess
should be about.”

Kerr saidthetax committee’shill has
areasonablechanceof passingbecause
senatorsseeaneed tocompromisewith
Graves.

Hesaid most oppositioninhischam-
ber was to raising general taxes, such
assales, incomeor property.

Both Morris and Kerr said they
wouldvotefor thetax committee’shill.

“1 washoping thiskind of apackage
would make it through the process,”

See BUDGET, Page 7
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Mo., to participate in a show choir competition.

By Rachel Miscall

The Goodland Daily News

Eight months ago, school board
members stood in adusty, gray room
surrounded by pilesof woodand metal
and banging and scrapingsounds, try-
ing toimaginethefuture.

The board will stand in the same
room on Sunday afternoon, but this
timethey’ll belookingat bright walls
and floors, new desks and furniture
and shiny equipment. The banging
will bereplaced by excited conversa-
tion.

A $900,000, eight-monthremodel -
ing project on the second floor of
Goodland High School isalmost fin-
ished, andtheschool boardisinviting
the public to tour the new science
classrooms between 3 and 4:30 p.m.
on Sunday.

Superintendent Marvin Selby said
the Goodland Ambassadors, a wel-
come arm of the Chamber of Com-
merce, will hold aribbon cutting on
siteat 3p.m. Theprojectisontheeast
side of the high school.

The remodeling idea started a
couple of years ago when the board
decided itstop goal wasto updatethe
high school’s lagging science pro-
gram. A building committee, formed
to find space for science classrooms,
decided the best option would be to
knock downwallsonthesecondfloor.

After much discussion and room
rearranging, membersapprovedturn-
ingfiveclassroomsontheeast sideof
the floor into three science laborato-
ries. While they were at it, they de-
cidedtorevamp other classroomsand
bathroomsacrossthe hall.

The board planned to start the
project when school let out last year,
and haveitfinished by thetimeclasses
began again. Aswith most construc-
tionprojects, thereweredelaysandthe
second floor still looked like a con-
struction sitewhen school started.

There was a bid mix-up and the
board decided at thelast minutetoin-
stall air conditioning systems on the
secondfloor andinthelunchroomand
kitchen downstairs. Most years, the
district has had to shorten the school
day inthefall because of unbearably
hot weather, and the problemiscom-
pounded in the upper levels.

Teachers and students adjusted,
holding classes at the Max Jones
Fieldhouse and in the staff lounge,
while contractors worked to put in
new walls, ceilings, doors, floors,
desksand lab centers.

Superintendent Selby saidthewait
will be over next week. He said the
project will be 99 percent finished by
the open house Sunday, and teachers
havealready started movingintotheir
new classrooms. Theroomscould be
filledwith studentsby theend of next

District has reason to

Smile

Board to show off finished project Sunday

i

week, hesaid.

Thereis still work to be done this
week.

During a pre-open house tour on
Wednesday, Selby said contractors
haveto finish putting tile, toiletsand
partitionsinthebathroomsandinstall-
ing afire alarm system. The county
held a surprise fire drill at the high
school on Tuesday and there were
problems with the alarm system.
Somesweeping, polishinganddouble
checking needsto be done, too.

“Weshouldbeingreat shapeby the
openhouse,” Selby said.

Hesaid new scienceequipment wil
benefit teachers and students.

“Wethink it will makeawonderful

See REMODELING, Page 7

Mike Miller, manager of the remodeling project at Goodland High School,'insial.led a p.apér't'owél diébenéér
in the girls’ bathroom on Wednesday, preparing for an open house Sunday. Contractors who put in new

floor tiles (top picture) left their mark in one of the new science classrooms. The teacher liked it, so it stayed.
Photos by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Superintendent Marvin Selby talked with a Clint Odle, a plumber from
Wichita, in one of the new science classrooms on Wednesday. Odle
was checking pipes in the classrooms for leaks.
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The Goodland High School X-pressos were a hit when at the benefit concert for Dustin Zelfer in December.
The groupis having a soup supper and basketball game Sunday to raise money to pay for their trip to Branson,

Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Teachers will take on
Knights to help choir

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Several Goodland High School
teachers and members of the commu-
nity have volunteered to help student
singerspay for atripto Branson, Mo.,
and will get plenty of exercisein ex-
change.

Thel2volunteerswill becompeting
againsttheHarlemKnights, atraveling
basketball team, in a basketball game
at 7 p.m. Sunday at the Max Jones
Fieldhouse. Money from ticket sales
will be used to send the X-Pressos, a
high school singing group, to Branson
for aspring competition.

The school board has agreed to pay
for part of thetripif thesingersraisethe
rest. Facing budget problemsthisyear,
members said they wouldn't pay for

out-of-statetrips.

TheKnights are all former Harlem
Globetrotter players, X-presso Direc-
tor Randy Berls said, who travel anc
help groupswith fundraising projects.
TheKnightswill get 60 percent of the
money from ticket sales, he said, and
the X-pressoswill get 40 percent.

TheX-pressoswill hold asoup sup-
per from 4-6 p.m. Sunday at the
fieldhouse, Berls said, to raise more
money and will perform during half-
time. He asked teachers and othersin
thecommunity to helpthe X -pressosby
playinginthegame, and got 12 volun-
teers, including himself.

“That will giveusplenty of substitu-
tions,” Berlssaid, “ assomeof usarenot

See GAME, Page 7




