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Team has fun ralsmg money for high school choir

NIGHTS, from Page 1

and the concession stand, Berls said,
the choir may have raised about
$2,400, which will cover the trip in
March.

The school board, which is facing
budget problems this year, recently
decided not to pay for out-of-town
trips, leaving the singers to raise the
money. Theboard did agreetoprovide
transportation.

Smith said the Goodland team
would do all they could to makeit an
enjoyable evening. Other “All-Stars”
saidthey’ || probably be hearing about
their performancefor afew days.

Livengood, head coach of the Cow-
girlsbasketball team, said her athletes
will take advantage of the opportunity
toturnthetables.

“Oh, are you kidding?’ she asked,
predicting that she'll hear about it at
practice today. “*Why did you miss
that shot coach? Why weren’t you re-
bounding? You need to get up and
down the court coach.”

ShesaidtheAll-Starsdidn’t practice
beforehand.

“With all of our talent,” Livengood
said, “wedon’'t need to.”

TheAll-Stars lost the game 60-42,
but gave the Nights a challenge and
were even up by 5 pointsin the third
quarter. Coach Berlssaid theteam got
too comfortable.

“We thought we were ableto win,”
he said, “but then we let our guard
down. Weput our bench playersinand
that didn’t help.”
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Members of the X-Pressos, the high school show choir, performed at the Harlem Night's basketball game Sunday night. Part of the ticket sales will
help send the choir to a competition in Branson, Mo.

Fred Adams, Nights manager, said
theteam alwayswins.

“Thereisno‘l’ inlosing,” he said,
“but there'salwaysan ‘I’ inwin.”

Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

He said theteam, whichisbased in
Colorado Springs, travels six months

out of the year and holds acamp each
year to preparefor the season. He said

the members are between 25 and 33-
years-old and all played basketball in
college.

But, he noted, ball-handling skills
aren’t asimportant as demeanor.

“Having agood attitudeistheNo. 1
requirement,” hesaid. “Thisisnot for
everybody.”

Adams said the team, which will
performin Colby tonight, gives away
aportion of theticket salesto alocal
organization at every stop.

Rollie Fincher, otherwiseknown as
“Too Quick,” said that’s one reason
why he has stayed with the team for
fiveyears.

“We get to travel, raise money for
charities and entertain you,” he said.
“And hopefully get ahot dog after the
game.”

CarloWilliams, thetall est and most
vocal member of the Nights, callec
“Mr. Clean,” said he joined the team
after college because hedidn’'t want
9-to-5job.

“You get paid to act likeabig kid,”
hesaid.

That’stheteam’s specialty.

Duringthegame, Mr. Clean|et aref-
eree shoot afreethrow, threatening to
pull down his pantsif hedidn’t make
it. Hethrew therefsout of thegameand
took thejob, repeatedly givingtheball
totheAll-Starsand calling atechnical
foul on his team for “having nc
rhythm.”

Adamssaidthegameisscripted, but
theroutine can change night to night.

“It will open itself up as the game
goeson,” hesaid.

Landfill problem precipitated by environmental laws
Landfill costs outlined
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tamination; and that there is no other
practical alternative, such as an ap-
proved regional landfill within 150
miles.”

Hardinfeltthecounty could meetthe
airport requirement sincetherewasno
bird problem, and could meet therain-
fall requirement.

However, the biggest problem was
going to be the groundwater contami-
nation because there was some show-
inginonewell.

The county commissioners consid-
ered the alternatives: applying for the
exemption; buildingaclassD landfill;
having aregional landfill; or hauling
to an approved landfill outsidethere-
gionandthecosttobuildatransfer sta-
tion and trucksto haul the trash.

The commissioners appointed a
solid waste committee, and there was
a presentation from Browning Ferris
Incorporated about haulingthetrashto
Denver.

The state notified the county that
small landfillswould haveto closein
Oct. 1993, but that was extended to
Oct. 1995. In June 1993, the county
raised the solid waste fee to $100 in
anticipation of theextracostsexpected
with the new changes.

In Sept. 1993, the City of Goodland

asked the county to sign aninterlocal
agreement to allow the city to pickup
trash in the county. The county solid
waste committee voiced concerns to
the commissioners. The commission-
ers did not sign the agreement and
asked County Attorney Scott
Showalter to amend the agreement to
remove the mandatory pickup in the
county. Theideabeingthat for anyone
outside the city limits who wanted
pickup, it would beon avoluntary ba-
sis.

A revised agreement was reviewed
in October, but was not signed. At the
sametime, Hardin compl eted an appli-
cation for an exemption to the state
Department of Health and Environ-
ment. On Jan. 21, 1994, the commis-
sioners agreed to close the landfill on
April 9, and discussed building the
transfer station.

In Feb. 1994, the state denied the
exemption, but said it could be ap-
pealed. The county decided to appeal
because it was felt the contamination
at the landfill was coming from a
source other than the landfill.

InApril, the county approved abid
of $23,500for design of atransfer sta-
tion. At the same time, Hardin was
working withthe state onthequestion
of the water contamination. The solid
waste feewas kept at $100 ahome.

In Feb. 1995, the commissioners
accepted abidfrom Rhoads Construc-
tion for $228,000 to build a transfer
station. The county considered delay-
ing the building in June, but since the
building had been ordered they pro-
ceeded with the construction.

The county was granted a small
landfill exemption, andwasallowedto
continue to use the landfill aslong as
therewasnofurther groundwater con-
tamination. Thenoxiousweed depart-
ment usedthetransfer stationbuilding
until 1997.

With the exemption the commis-
sioners decided to lower the solid
waste fee by 50 percent because they
did not feel they would need the addi-
tional money. Thesolid wastefeewas
continued at the $50 per homelevel in
1996, and set at that level in June1997.

InAugust 1997, the county was no-
tified they would havetoinstall an ap-
proved groundwater monitoring sys-
temby Oct. 9. Theexistingwellswere
testedin September andwhenasecond
well showed contamination, thecoun-
ty was forced to close the landfill on
Oct. 9.

Thecommissionerswerefacedwith
the closing of the landfill, additional
costs of engineers, buying land for a
new landfill site, new equipment for
hauling trash and transportation ex-

penses and tipping fee chargesto haul
thetrashto ThomasCounty and Finney
County. Thecounty wasinafinancial
bind with the 1997 budget, and would
not have enough fundsto get through
1998. The county filed an application
with the State Board of Tax Appeals
applyingfor nofundwarrantsto cover
the unanticipated costs.

Thestateapproved $310,000inwar-
rantsto cover the cost of purchasing
two Wilkenstrailers and acompactor
for the landfill in the amount of
$85,000. Theremaining $225,000was
to be used to cover the shortagein the
Solid Waste Fund.

Sherman County also applied for
$580,000in general obligation bonds
to pay for the costs of the new landfill
and courthouse improvements.

The landfill project was to have
$415,000 for buying land and the ex-
cavation and equipment for the new
site. Thenofund warrantsand general
obligationsbondswerepaidthrougha
separate item in the budget and from
property taxes. The money did not
comefromthesolid wastefee. Theno
fund warrants will pay off in Nov.
2003, and the bonds pay off in 2008.

The county commissioners in-
creased thesolidwastefeeto $150 per
homein 1998, and it remains at that
level.

Cheney defends refusal to release heads’ names

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice
President Dick Cheney saysthe Bush
administration’s refusal to identify
businessexecutiveswhometwithhim
and hisai desconcerning energy policy
probably will end upin court.

Amid the Enron Corp. scandal,
Cheney on Sunday defended President
Bush’sright to withhold the informa-
tion, prompting accusations by some
Democratsof WhiteHousestonewall-
ing.

Thehead of theGeneral Accounting
Office, Congress’ investigative arm,
said hewill decide thisweek whether
tosuetoforcetheWhiteHousetoturn
over documents on the meetings last
year with representatives of energy
companies. They included the now-
collapsed Enron, a Houston-based
concern with deep tiesto Bush.

On television interview shows,
Cheney acknowledged the dispute
“probably will get resolved in court.”
Last week, White House spokesman
Ari Fleischer had left open the possi-
bility of acompromise, but hesaid to-
day Bush was determined to maintain
the right of apresident to seek advice
without fear of thetalksbecoming pub-
lic.

“lthinkitistostopthedeclineof the
power of the presidency that have
taken place the last 35 years or so,”
Fleischer said. The stance cemented a
standoff between Bush and the GAO.

Asked directly whether the admin-
istrationistakingany stepstoavertthe
lawsuit, Fleischer offered none. He
seemed tofirmly closethedoor onne-
gotiations by repeating the White
House stance on the issue and declar-
ing: “Only GAO can decideif they’'re
going to sue.”

“The ball isin the White House's
court,” Comptroller General David
Walker, who headsthe GAO, said Sun-

day in atelephoneinterview.

TheWhite House said recently that
representatives of Enron, an energy
trader that was ranked asthe seventh-
largest U.S. corporation, met six times
onenergy issueslast year with Cheney
or hisaides.

“Who were these Enron officials?
What did they discuss? And what role
did they have in shaping national en-
ergy policy?,” asked Scott
Harshbarger, president of the private
group Common Cause. “The public
deserves answers to these questions.
Keeping this information secret only
fosters suspicion and cynicism.”

Inaletter, Harshbarger urged Wal ker
tosueif necessary to persuade the ad-
ministration to disclose the identities
of all participantsin the energy task
forcemeetings. “ Disclosureof thisin-
formation hasbecome even morecru-
cial tothepublicinterestinthelight of
the Enron scandal,” hewrote.

Thousands of employees and big
and small investors nationwide lost
fortunesin Enron’s plunging stock as
the company spiraled into the biggest
bankruptcy in U.S. history on Dec. 2.

TheJustice Department is pursuing
acriminal investigation of Enron and
its longtime auditor, the accounting
firm Arthur Andersen. The Securities
and Exchange Commission has been
investigating since Oct. 31. Eleven
congressional panelsal so haveopened
inquiries.

Asked whether anything in the en-
ergy planwasincluded specifically for
Enronor atitsurging, Cheney replied:
“l can't say. I'm sure they supported
many partsof it.....| can’t say aparticu-
lar proposal camefromthem.”

Cheney a so defended theconduct of
Army Secretary Thomas White, a
former vice chairman of Enron’s en-
ergy services division, which report-

edly was one of the units used to con-
ceal thecompany’shugelosses. Enron
overstateditstotal profitsby morethan
$580 million since 1997.

White has*“ always conducted him-
self in an ethically fine manner,”
Cheney said. “There'sno evidenceto
indicate anybody did anything wrong
inthe administration.”

The vice president’s comments
raised the prospect of a battle over
presidential privilege reminiscent of
the Clinton administration’s bitter
Whitewater disputeswith Republican
lawmakers.

Democratic leaders said the White
Houseismakingaseriousmistake, and
they predicted Enronwouldbealoom-
ing issuein thisyear’'s election cam-
paigns.

“The American people have aright
to know what thefactsare,” said Sen-
ate Magjority Leader Tom Daschle, D-

D. “I think the administration needs
to open up, to be willing to be forth-
coming with all the information re-
garding these circumstances.”

ENJOY I
I TONIGHT AT THE MOVIES
I /T THE MOVIES

Goodland Daily News
C D)

Frances Beckner

You receive two free passes to see

Jimmy Neutron
G

Sherman
1203 MAIN — Phone 899-6103

Present Ticket at Box Office
Tickets are Non-Transferable

Cheney insisted that providing the
list of industry executiveswouldharm
his ability to receive advice in the fu-
ture.

“Now that would be unprecedented

.. in the sense that it would make it
virtually impossible for me to have
confidential conversations with any-
body,” hesaidon*“ Fox News Sunday.”

“You just cannot accept that propo-
sition without putting a chill over the
ability of the president and vice presi-
dent to receive unvarnished advice.”

Cheney’s comments escal ated the
months-old disputebetweentheWhite
Houseand Congress' GAO over docu-
mentsrelated to histask forcethat for-
mulated apro-industry national energy
policy last May — including expand-
ing oil and gasdrilling on publicland.

January Super Sale

NO ACTIVATION FEES !!!

3800 Minutes for $29.95 or

5700 Minutes for $49.95
Unlimited mobile to mobile talking for $10.00 a month.

Total Plans-one month free.
Nights and Weekends on total and
regional plan now available for new

and existing customers. some conditions apply.

NOkla 5185 fOI’ $20 Some conditions apply.

LI

&

eOO0-P®

QUOUED
06000

Sherman County Public Works Di-
rector Curt Way gavethe county com-
missionersat thework session Thurs-
day ahistory of the costsfor develop-
ing the new county landfill and the
costs of transferring trash to Finney
County and closing the old landfill.

Way saidthecounty wastransferring
trash out of county for 49 monthsat an
average cost of $14,965 a month.
Based ontheaverage, hesaidthetotal
cost of transportation and tipping fees
was $735,000.

Thetotal cost of thenew landfill has
been $919,355, but that iswithout the
building. Asto the cost of running the
new landfill, Way saidthey donot have
enough time to really know how itis
doing. Hesaid thefiguresthey areus-

ing are based on the average brought
tothelandfill inthe past year. He saic
the city brought 4,100 tons of trash tc
the transfer station, and an additional
1,060 tons of yard waste.

He estimated the new landfill cell
will last about fiveyears, but that will
be much less if the amount of card-
boardisnot reduced, andif yardwaste
isadded to the waste stream.

“We had to invest in equipment to
handlethecomposting of thecity yard
waste,” Way said, “and it has gotten
better inthelast year aswe gave away
93 tons of compost. The people whao
have used the material have said it is
much cleaner in the last year than be-
fore. Atleast wearenot finding engine
blocks.”

COUNTY, from Page 1

being told by the city to talk to you
about the restrictions, and you are
telling us to talk to them because
they dotheactual pickup. Thisislike
beinginacatch-22.”

One citizen asked the commis-
sionersif they had considered sell-
ing the landfill to the city? Rasure
said the commissionerswould |ook
at all proposal's, but had not specifi-
cally had onefromthecity.

Another citizen objected to the
tipping fee because hewould rather
get it asapart of the property tax so
it would be deductible.

Clerk Rumpel saidthesolidwaste
feeis not atax, and should be de-
ducted beforeincometaxesarefig-
ured.

“Itsaysthat right onthetax form,”
shesaid.

Asthe commissioners attempted
to determine what the restrictions
needed to be, citizens asked about
exceptions, and what amount of con-

Citizens ask if county will
sell new landfill to the city

taminationinatruck would causeit
to be separated with achargeto the
city.

The commissionerssaid they did
not have a specific amount, but
would leave that to the determina-
tion of the person operating the
transfer station.

They said they want to start with
azerotoleranceon constructionand
demolition material and yard waste
specifically.

Several of the citizens said they
had |earned alot from attending the
work session, and hoped the county
and city could work out an agree-
ment.

Many of the citizens' concerns
dealt with the yard wasteissue, and
they expressed hope the city was
going to develop a program to
handle this material.

The next county commissioner
meeting will be8a.m., Thursday, in
the commission room on the main
floor of the Sherman County court-
house, 813 Broadway Avenue.
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