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Afghani factions are reverting to old rivalries

By Associated Press
INTERNATIONAL

KARNAI, Afghanistan— Oneval-
ley, two militiafactionsand thousands
upon thousands of weapons.

This explosive combination —
which led to deadly clashesthisweek
inKarnai villageontheBalkh River —
can be seen in various forms across
northern Afghanistan asarmed groups
that united to help defeat the Taliban
are apparently sliding back into their
former rivalries.

The dozens of reported recent skir-
mishes, which could not all be con-
firmed independently, are still small
compared with Afghanistan’s legacy
of brutal civil conflict.

But some peopleworry the clashes
could be the opening act of another
bloody drama. Such fearswerestoked
in eastern Afghanistan following
heavy factional fighting in Gardez on
Thursday.

Each new flashpoint also raises
more questions about the northern
warlords’ commitment to disarm and
whether stability ispossiblewithout a
full-scale international peacekeeping
mission that reaches well beyond the
capital, Kabul.

“Foreign troops must come to take
away theweapons. It'stheonly way to
bring peace,” said Gul Ahmad, amem-
ber of avolunteer security brigadein
Karnai that negotiated a truce after
battles Tuesday betweenforcesalign-
ed with the region’s most powerful
commanders: Gen. Rashid Dostum
and Atta Mohammad. Two of Dos-
tum’s militiamen werekilled.

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — The
group claiming to hold kidnapped re-
porter Daniel Pearl extended a dead-
line for killing him until today, and
vowed in its latest e-mail that thisis
only the beginning of a*“real war” on
Americans.

Secretary of State Colin Powell said

ap news capsules

Thursday that the U.S. and Pakistani
governments are working to free the
kidnapped Wall Street Journal re-
porter, but he ruled out bending to the
group’ sdemandsthat Pakistani prison-
ers from the Afghan campaign be re-
turned.

In Washington, Powell told report-
ershehasspokenwith Pakistani Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf, “and | know
that heisdoing everything he can.”

It was impossible to determine
whether Thursday’s unsigned e-mail,
received by Western and Paki stani
media, wasactually sent by thekidnap-
pers.

Pearl, 38, was abducted on Jan. 23
inKarachi whileworkingto securean
interview with the founder of an ob-
scure militant Muslim sect.

“Wewill giveyou one more day. If
Americawill not meet our demands,
wewill kill Daniel. Thenthiscyclewill
continue and no American journalist
could enter Pakistan,” the message
said.

It warned that unless the demands
are met, “the Amrikans (Americans)
will getwhat they deserve. Don't think
thisiswill bethe end. It isthe begin-
ninganditisareal war onAmrikans.”

NATIONAL

NEW YORK — Giving up their
usual lofty retreat inthe Alpsto come
toterrorism-shattered New York, par-
ticipants in the World Economic Fo-
rum pledged to turn their attention to
theworld’ sneedsinstead of itsbalance
sheets.

The nearly 3,000 attendees — a
who’swho of businessleaders, politi-
ciansand cel ebrities— kicked off the
five-day meeting Thursday as hordes
of policeon Manhattan’sstreetsbraced
for unrest that never materialized. Fo-
rum participants painted the Sept. 11
attacks as a global wake-up call and

encouraged effortsagainst poverty, the
Al DSepidemicand other scourgesthat
havebredfrustration and anger toward
wealthy countries.

“Thisisadefining moment in his-
tory,” Irishrock star Bono said during
an evening plenary session. “Thereis
anemergency intheworld, and| don’t
think that’s hyperbole.”

Theforum, inits32ndyear, isbeing
held somewhere other than the Swiss
retreat of Davosfor thefirsttimesince
itsfounding.

The move was meant to show sym-
pathy for New York—andtoimprove
theimageof theforum, oftenseenasa
pricey retreat for rich businessmen.

“We are gathered here to exercise,
more than ever, leadership in fragile
times and to develop avision for a
shared future,” Klaus Schwab, the
forum’s founder, said at the official
opening ceremony.

KANSASCITY,Mo.—Thebiggest
stormsofar of thewinter seasonloped
toward New England early today after
|eaving behind ablanket of snow and
icefrom Texasto New York.

Some Kansas City-area residents
wereforced to stock up on flashlights
and cooking gasasthey bundledupfor
a cold night without power, or heat,
with temperaturesin theteens.

The ice and snowstorms shuttered
schools, flooded roads, brought down
power lines, canceled airline flights
and madefor dangerousdriving across
the Plainsand Great L akes.

At least 15 deaths were blamed on
slick roads or freezing temperatures.

Missouri Gov. Bob Holdendeclared
a statewide state of emergency, Kan-
sasGov. Bill Gravesdeclared astateof
emergency for 21 counties and Okla-
homaGov. Frank K eating declared 28
counties disaster areas.

At its peak, the storm left 270,000
customers without power in Kansas
City and 36,000 had no electricity in
Illinois. At least 185,000 were in the
dark inpartsof MichiganandIndiana.

WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON — Despite U.S.
successes in Afghanistan, the Bush
administration is cautioning that ter-
rorists may be operatinginthe United
States, requiring the nation to stay on
high alert for perhapsyears.

The call for vigilance came from a
variety of officials Thursday, from
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rums-
feld to the head of the FBI and the
White House where the president’s
national security adviser asserted that
countrieswith linksto terrorists have
been “put on notice.”

FBI Director Robert Mueller told
reportersthat “ sleeper cells” of terror-
istsmay well continueto operateinthe
United States, awaiting orders to at-
tack.

While the al-Qaida terrorist net-
work’sability to launch major attacks
hasbeen disrupted by morethanthree
months of U.S. military actionin Af-
ghanistan, “we're still on avery high
state of alert” for possible attacks by
members that may already be in this
country, Mueller said.

Documents found in Afghanistan
and information obtained from cap-
tured al-Qaida members have indi-
cated that the terrorist groups had an
interest in U.S. nuclear power plants,
damsand water systems, accordingto
the FBIl and CIA.

WASHINGTON — President Bush
will ask Congress to revamp pension
laws to give workers greater flexibil-
ity todiversify their company savings
accounts, aresponsetotheEnron Corp.
bankruptcy that cost workers their
life's savings and created a political
problem for the White House.

The Bush proposal also would re-

guire companies to provide workers
more frequent reports about their
401(K) plans and increase employer
accountability when workers are
barred from trading on the savingsac-
counts.

“ About 42 million American work-
ersown 401(k) accountswithatotal of
$2trillioninassets,” an outline of the
planprovided by WhiteHouseofficials
said.

“These workers need to have full
confidenceinthesecurity of their pen-
sionplans.”

Bush, long associated with Enron,
wasannouncingtheinitiativetoday in
ameeting with lawmakers, said the
officials, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Enron’ sbankruptcy isthesubject of
criminal and congressional investiga-
tions, inpart becauseworkerssaidthey
did not know the extent of the com-
pany’s financial problems and were
unablefor afew weekstoremovetheir
savingsfrom Enron’s401(k) program.

Company stocks plunged after the
bankruptcy, virtual ly wiping out work-
ers’ 401(k) savingsand costinginves-
torsuntold millions.

WASHINGTON — The Bush ad-
ministration gave abortion opponents
avictory on a question that haslong
divided America— when does life
begin? — whileinsisting that itstrue
interest wassomething far lessconten-
tious: theimportanceof prenatal care.

It was another effort at burnishing
President Bush' santi-abortion creden-
tialswhile being mindful that moder-
ate voters would be troubled by ex-
treme positions.

On Thursday, the administration
said it will make embryos and devel-
opingfetuseseligiblefor agovernment
health care program, saying they
qualify from the moment of concep-
tion.

But administration officials main-

tained that the decision had nothing tc
do with abortion or establishing the
rightsof afetus. [twassimply thefast-
est way to get more low-income
women eligible for subsidized prena-
tal care, they said.

“All we'redoing is providing care
for poor mothers so their children are
going to be born healthy,”

Health and Human Services Secre-
tary Tommy Thompson said. “How
anybody can now turn thisinto a pro-
choice or pro-life argument, | can’t
understand it.”

That's precisely what advocates on
both sides of the abortion issue did,
branding thedecision avictory for the
anti-abortion movement.

WASHINGTON — Statesand cities
aregettingmorethan$1billioninfed-
eral money tohelptheir healthofficials
preparefor bioterrorism, aswell asless
exotic epidemicsor disasters.

The Department of Health and Hu-
man Servicesbegantellingall 50 gov-
ernors how much their states are eli-
giblefor on Thursday, with part of the
money coming right away.

HHS Secretary Tommy Thompson
said after decades of failing to invest
enough money in public health, the
Sept. 11 attacks have forced change.

“We now have the opportunity to
buildaviable, vibrant, stronglocal and
statepublichealth systemthat will pre-
pare and protect our citizens for any
attack that may come,” hetold anews
conference.

Themoney will help teach medical
and emergency workers more about
recognizing the early signs of any in-
fectious disease outbreak, but espe-
cially abioterrorist attack, such asthe
release of anthrax or smallpox germs.

It alsowill be used toimprovelabs,
upgrade computers, prepare hospital s
totreat ahugeinflux of sick orinjured,
andimprovecommuni cationsbetween
local, stateandfederal healthofficials.

Senate panel approves $158 per pupil budget cut

TOPEKA (AP) - A Senate panel
voted Thursday to cut state aid to pub-
licschoolsby $158 per pupil inthenext
fiscal year, but members said it was
unlikely the reduction would become
part of thefinal budget.

The subcommittee’ saction cameas
the state received more bad financia
news.

Preliminary figures showed the
statecollected $376 millioninrevenue
inJanuary, about $41 millionlessthan
expected.

“What the education community

and othersshould concernthemselves
with is that without some additional
revenues, there are some really diffi-
cult budget cuts coming up,” State
Budget Director Duane Goossen said.

The school-aid measure before the
Senate Ways and Means subcommit-
tee on education was part of the bal-
anced-budget plan submitted by Gov.
Bill Graves. By law, Graves had to
outline a spending plan that assumed
no new sources of revenuefor thefis-
cal year beginning July 1. However,
Graves has a so proposed increasing

taxes $228 million to protect school
districtsfromaid cuts.

Under Graves' balanced-budget
plan, basestateaid per pupil wouldfall
$158, t0 $3,712inthebudget yearthat
begins July 1. Total school aid would
declineabout $128million, or 5.5 per-
cent, to about $2.2 billion.

Senate President Dave Kerr, who
chairs the education subcommittee,
said the panel agreed to send the
Gravesplantothefull WaysandMeans
Committee becausefor now, it had no
other proposal to work with.

“Wejust don’t haveany other num-
berstouse,” saidKerr, R-Hutchinson.

Subcommittee member Jim
Barone agreed, calling the action “a
mechanical exercise.”

“ Any resemblance between thefi-
nal school financeoutcomeandwhat
isgoing oninthe education subcom-
mittee will be purely coincidental,”
said Barone, D-Frontenac.

The state’s revenue collections
havefallenshort of expectationseach
month since November, when state
officials and university economists

Power outage turns off heat, water in small town

BELLE PLAINE (AP) — Snow-
encrusted streetsin this small central
Kansas community were nearly de-
serted Thursday morning. Downtown
storefrontswere dark.

The eerie silence was broken by
crunchingicefrom apassing car pull-
ing up to the local post office. Inside,
two women filled post office mail
boxes by the dim light from the front
windows.

Jamie McMahan, 13, and her 11-
year-old sister, Sarah, tugged at the
locked door tothetown’sonly grocery
store. They wore old socks on their
handsto keep them warm.

“We were just going to get some
candy, talk to people... just to keep us
busy — thereisnothing to do,” Jamie
said.

For the past 14 hours, Belle Plaine
has been without electricity. The day
before, power wasonand off intermit-
tently throughout the day. And now,
with no power to run the pumps, the
town’swater tower just ran dry.

Don Holbrook came into town to
pick up his mail. They are keeping
warm at his house by putting on extra
clothing, and he'sabout ready togoto
his daughter’s house in Rose Hill be-
cause she has power there.

Still open was Valley State Bank,
whereaskeleton crew huddledintheir
coats to stay warm. By law, the bank
must dodaily statements, said Mahlon
Morley, chairman of the board.

“It was pretty difficult to operate
without electricity,” Morley said.“We
don’t have backup generators.”

Thebank leased oneduringtheY 2K
scare— that wasarequirement by the
government back then. But leasing a
generatoriscostly, andMorley saidin
his45yearsof bankingthisisthelong-
est hisbank hasbeen without el ectric-
ity.

Power was off in Belle Plaine most

of Wednesday morning, coming back
on for afew more hours before the
lightsflickered off againlater that day
around 7:45 p.m.

Itwouldbeatleast 9:45a.m. Thurs-
day beforepower would berestoredto
much of thetown.

City clerk Katherine Terry, bundled
upinacoat, sat at her desk inthetiny
city offices. Two oil-burning lamps
provided the only light as she went
through some paperwork.

Temperatures inside her house had
dropped to 60 degrees overnight, and
she was grateful for the warmer 66-
degreetemperaturesinside City Hall.

issued madetheir latest revenuefore-
cast.

According to the preliminary fig-
ures, January’ srevenuecollection puts
the gap between the estimates and ac-
tual revenuesat nearly $97 millionfor
thefirst sevenmonthsof thisfiscal year
_ with collections of $2.29 billion,

o

New Orleans

& Biloxi
- April 6th ~ 14th

ony $699

compared to an estimate of $2.38 hil-
lion.

Goossen said weather could have
playedaroleinJanuary’sshortfall. He
noted that state government offices
were closed Wednesday and workers
cameinlateThursday, givingthem|ess
timeto processtax payments.

9 DAYS,
8 NIGHTS

Per Person
Dbl. Occ.

DEPARTS GOODLAND & COLBY

Includes motorcoach transportation, 8 nights accommodations, 14 meals, guided
tour of New Orleans, Jazz cruise on a Mississippi Riverboat, tour of NASA's
Stennis Space Center, Grant’s Farm, tour of Graceland - home of Elvis Presley.

COLBY/HEARTLAND TOURS & TRAVEL
1-800-488-3509

—

Theworld isat your fingertips viathe Internet and
nwkansas.com! For only $24.95 a month, you get:
*Unlimited accesstothelnternet, arapidly grow-
ing network of computersall over theworld. You'll
find news, hobbies, businesses, law, education, cen-
susinformation, research papers, new productsand
services, museums, art, cyber tour guides, movie
reviews, recipes, stock market information, weather
alerts, satellite images, magazines, restaurants,
travel tips, university extensioninformation, church
and religious newsand views, politics, philosophy,

For more information about the Internet and
how to sign up, call at (785) 899-2338

. 'nwkansas.com

brings you Internet & E-mail access!

auto mechanics and much, much morel!

*E-mail address and account. If you want to stay in
touch with friends and relatives, but dread those long-
distance phone bills, or delays in the regular mail, re-
lief is at hand. For fractions of a penny, you can in-
stantly send E-mail to anyone with an E-mail address,
anywherein theworld, down the street or over the hill.
You can even send pictures and other files as an at-
tachment to E-mail.

*Technical support isjust a phone call away. If you
have any questions just call 785-899-2338.

Special rate of $198.00 for oneyear. Thereisno sign-up fee, so you save $111.40
(Regularly $24.95 a month, plus a one-time start-up fee of $10.00)

E-mail « World WideWeb « Full access

I |Il.'
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HOUSEHOLD, ANTIQUES, SMALL

TOOLS, and VEHICLE SALE

Saturday, February 9, 2002

10:00 a.m. MT (doors open @ 8 a.m. day of sale)
Auction Location: National Guard Armory - Goodland, KS

ANTIQUES: Sewing machine s Old cameras e Old irons
Topsy Stove ¢ Silver Ware « Stone wheel ¢ Records 78's&45's ¢
Grinder w/stand

APPLIANCES: Chest freezer « Refrigerator « Biesell carpet
cleaner « Microwave * Misc.

FURNITURE :2 Lanerecliners (like new) « Love seat » Table
w/4 chairs e 2 chest of drawers e« 2 dressers » Beds « Trundle bed
* Book shelves » Baby crib « Thomas Organ ¢ TV (console) ¢
Chairs« Old Stereo  Hutch « End tables » Coffee table « Tables
* Little Desk « Couch and leather recliner

TOOLS: Small hand tools« Hammers  Hatchets

VEHICLE: 91 Chevy Caprice, 4 DR, White, one owner, loaded
w/ 120,000 miles.

MISCELLANEOQOUS: Spurs * Stuffed animals » Toys (new and
old) « Nut/Bolt bins e+ Old stereo equip.  Pressure cooker ¢
Schwinn bike ¢ counter top « Cargo top for car (looks new) ¢
Lots of nick-nacks« and much more.

MUCH MORE DAY OF SALE
Lunch will be served

Terms of Sale: Driver License required. Cash or negotiable check day of sale. No Exceptions.
Nothing removed until settled for. Not responsible for items after sold. Announcements sale day take
precedence over printed material. Not responsible for accidents.

CTION
Tom Simpson, Auctioneer

(785) 443-1153 Work
(785) 462-3709 Home

TNT A

Tom Harrison, Auctioneer
(785) 899-3060 Work
(785) 465-9015 Home

HomelLand Real Estate
Goodland & Colby, KS

Check our web site for details about upcoming auctions:
www.goodlandnet.com/tntauction




