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Awardsdinner recognizes many scout leaders

By Maxine Nelson
The Colby Free Press

Boy Scout and Cub Scout leaders
were honored at the Buffalo Bill Dis-
trict Awards dinner Saturday night at
the Colby Community College Student
Union.

The purpose of the annual dinner is
to recognizetheachievementsof both
adult and youth Scouts, along with
honoring oneadult volunteer whowas
exceptional in their efforts to help
scouting, said Ed Evans, distri ct execu-
tive of Hays.

This year’s winner was Virginia
Popp of Sharon Springs, whoreceived
the Buffalo Bill District Award of
Merit.

“Her name was chosen because of
her meritorious service to scouting,”

Skip Sharp, district chairman, said. He
spoke about the many things

Popp has done to help make scout-
ing successful.

“Sheisregistered as cub master for
Pack 145, having servedinthat capac-
ity for thepast threeand-a-half years,”
hesaid.

“Sheservedfiveyearsasdenleader
forthepack, andfour yearsascommit-
tee chairman for Troop 145 in Sharon
Springs.”

Popp is a member of the Wallace
County Foundation, and amember of
the Site Council for the Wallace
County School in Sharon Springs.

“ Shesharesher expertiseby helping
with hair for high school plays (she
owns a cosmetology business), and
helping with costumes,” Sharp said,

Students in the Science Olympiad kept a photographic journal of their
projects last year, including their electric car.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

Studentsrespectteacher
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serving of honors of the highest mag-
nitude,” wrote math teacher Jonathan
Hooper. “| haveenjoyedteachingwith
him as well as sharing an office and
being hisfriend.”

Assistant Principal Richard Liess
wrote: “1 have known Mr. Friedrichs
for many years both personally and
professionally, and can say without
reservationsheisof good moral char-
acter aswell asbeinganexcellent tech-
nology instructor.”

“Mr. Friedrichsclearly displayshis
knowledge and enthusiasm for the
classroomonacontinual basis,” Prin-
cipal Harvey Swager wrote. “Dennis

ishonest, sincere and trustworthy.”

Even his students think highly of
him."“He continually takestime out of
his weekend to help us,” wrote Jace
Chipperfield and Brian Coonin alet-
ter tothe selection committee. “. . . the
dedication he has to the students of
Goodland High School is unparal-
leled.”

To be considered, he had to nomi-
nated by another teacher. Friedrichs
wouldn’t say who it was.

Hehasbeen atechnol ogy teacher for
27 years, having taught in Arriba,
Colo., for two yearsbefore coming to
Goodland. He grew up in Colorado
Springs and graduated from the Uni-
versity of Northern Coloradoin 1973.

“and she isamember of the Catholic
Church, whereshehasservedaspresi-
dent of the Altar Society, and CYO
|eader and teacher.”

Previous award of merit recipients
since 1976 include: Don Harding,
Goodland; Bill Horton 111, Atwood,;
Elmer Kellner, St. Francis; Ralph
Hansen, Colby; Buck Fischer, Colby;
Don Beamgard, Atwood; Leon
Merklin, St. Francis, Keith Nelson,
Colby; Bill Hartzler, Goodland; Bill
Weishaar, Colby; Robert Wallsmith,
Brewster; Claude Herren, Colby;
Steve Alwin, Colby; Glen “Skip”
Sharp, Colby; Larry Dible, Colby;
Mike Schmidt, Colby; Pat Rose, St.
Francis; Lynn Higerd, Colby; Marc
Smith, Colby; Dennis Riggs, Colby;
Jett Fromholtz, St. Francis; Jim

Robison, Colby; Maxine Nelson,
Colby; and Randy Smith, Colby.

The Buffalo Bill District isin the
Coronado Area Council, headquar-
teredin Salina.

Thedistrict is roughly bounded by
St. Francis, Atwood, Sharon Springs,
and Oakley. About 36 peopl eattended
theevent.

In addition, Popp received training
awards as den leader, cub master and
cubscouters.

Others receiving this award were
Phil Erickson, cub master; Gary
McClung, Webel os; Rick Stramel and
Bill Fulcher, Tiger cubleader; andKen
Erickson, Boy Scout Training Award.

Boy Scout Week, which started Sun-
day and will conclude Saturday, is a
nationally-recognized event.

Aspart of thecel ebration, thedinner
also honored other people aswell for
their hard work.

DeannaOesterreich, Colby, wasrec-
ognizedwithaleadershipawardfor her
service in organizing and leading
scouting events for both younger and
ol der scouts.

Troy Bielser, Colby, wasrecognized
on behalf of the 2001 Eagle Scout re-
cipientsin the district during 2001.
Other Eagle Scouts honored for their
advancement in 2001 were: Jeffrey
Finley and BenjaminVrbasof Atwood,;
Andrew Magley of Oakley; Max Saint
and David Russell of Goodland; and
Christopher Griggs, Troy Bielser, Jory
Friesen and Christopher Barnum of
Colby.

Sharp, district chairman, gave the

stateof thedistrict report. Hesaid Buf-
falo Bill District isaQuality District
for the second year inarow.

This is a national award which
means each of the unitsin the district
isaQuality Unit, based on member-
ship, popcornsales, fund-raising, reg-
istration and other criteria

The new scout executive, Matt
Devoreof Salina, wasaspecial guest.
He said he was raised in Burlington,
lowa, but came to Salina by way of
Texaswhere had worked for 15 years
for the Boy Scouts.

He said his goals include raising
enoughmoney for anendowment fund
to provide scholarships, such as for
Eagle Scouts, or to send troopsto camp
at Philmont Scout Ranch in New
Mexico.

Fees may keep children fromservices
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$1.7 million for fiscal 2003. The
agency hasnot proposed aschedul e of
feesyet.

But critics say the fees would keep
someparentsfrom seeking servicesfor
their children, or make those services
tooexpensivefor familiesalready fac-
ing extraordinary costsin caring for

disabled or mentally ill youngsters.

The committee postponed a sched-
uled vote because members had too
many questions.

In other action Monday:

— The Senatecommitteeredrawing
Kansas' four congressional districts
found itself has six proposed mapsto
consider.

— By a6-4 vote, the Senate Judi-

ciary Committee endorsed a bill that
would permit no-fault divorceonly for
couples with no dependent children
still living at home.

— The Senate passed a bill, 37-3,
giving school boards more power, but
the chairman of the House Education
Committee called it “an abomination
beforetheLord.”

— Aresolution supporting oil drill-

ing in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge was endorsed by the House
Utilities Committee.

Spending cuts bill is SB 385. SRS
feeshill isSB 421.

Onthe Net:

Kansas Legislature:
www.kslegislature.org

http://

Afghani warlords pledge to withdraw from city

ap news capsules

INTERNATIONAL

MAZAR-E-SHARIF, Afghanistan
— Warlord factions whose control of
northern Afghanistan challenges cen-
tral government authority have
pledged to withdraw fromthevolatile
region’smain city and eventually de-
mobilize their soldiers, a spokesman
for one of the parties said.

A pullout by warlordsfrom Mazar-
e-Sharif would beanimportant stepin
Afghanistan’seffortstorestorestabil-
ity after 23 yearsof war. Inthecapital,
Kabul, the commander of theinterna-
tional peacekeepingforcesaid security
there was already improving.

In Mazar-e-Sharif, envoys for Atta
Mohammed and Gen. Rashid Dostum,
alongtimerival, made plans Monday
to withdraw from the city and forge a
new security force, said Wasiqullah,
one of AttaMohammad’stop aides.

They also pledgedto eventually de-
mobilizetensof thousands of fighters
whohaveprotectedthewarlords’ inter-
ests for years, said Wasiqullah, who
likemany Afghansusesonename. The
pactwasmediated by athirdfactionled
by Muhammad M ohaggeqg.

“If weall stick by the accord, what
we are planning is very easy,”

Wasiqullahtold TheAssociated Press.
“1f one group doesn’t fulfill their end,
thenit will bevery, very hard.”

KARACHI, Pakistan — Pakistani
authorities expressed hope that miss-
ing reporter Daniel Pearl would be
found aliveand themanaging editor of
TheWall Street Journal appealedtohis
kidnapperstomakecontact almost two
weeks after hisdisappearance.

Pakistan’s interior minister said
Monday that effortstofindthejournal -
istwerenow “massiveinscale, spread
toall partsof Pakistan.”

“Weare hopeful that Daniel Pearl is
aive,” MoinuddinHaider said.“I can’t
claim of making any breakthrough
thoughwearegetting closetothemen
involved.”

After days of silence from the kid-
nappers, Pearl’s employer, The Wall
Street Journal, released an open letter
late Monday.

“1 have not heard from you for sev-
eral daysandwant to beginadialogue
that will address your concerns and
bring about Danny’s safe release,”
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managing editor Paul Steiger wrotein
a letter addressed to the National
Movement for the Restoration of Pa-
Kistani Sovereignty.

The previously unknown group
signed a Jan. 27 e-mail which first
claimedthat Pearl wasbeing held, and
included apparently authentic photo-
graphs. Thee-mail alsoincluded ade-
mand that Washington return Paki stani
prisoners held in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, for trial in Pakistan. The Bush
administration hasruled out any nego-
tiations.

NATIONAL

PHOENIX — Sen. John McCain
was upbeat after doctors removed a
non-cancerouslesiononhisnose, say-
ing he's* had worseboutswiththeden-
tist.”

TheArizonaRepublicanandformer
presidential candidate was scheduled
for plastic surgery on Tuesday to cover
a scar from the procedure. Doctors
planned on removing some skin from
an adjacent areato cover the scar.

With a bandage covering the tip of
hisnose, McCaintoldreportersoutside

his Phoenix home that the Monday
procedurewasminor andthat it lasted
only 10 minutes.

His office said the lesion, a tiny
freckleontheleft side of the senator’
nose, was not life-threatening.

The procedure was performed at
Mayo Clinic Hospital. McCain was
under local anesthesiaduring the sur-
gery. Hespent Monday night at home.

The senator, who expects to head
back to Capitol Hill next week, was
likely to spend Tuesday night in the
hospital after the plastic surgery.

NEW Y ORK — Asattendees at the
World Economic Forum rolled out of
New York in astream of black limou-
sines, they carriedawarningfromU.N.
Secretary-General Kofi Annan: Ignore
theworld’s poor at your own risk.

It was a message that reverberated
constantly from conference rooms at
the Waldorf-Astoria hotel to demon-
strationson Manhattan’s streets.

During a speech that ended the fo-
rum Monday, Annan likened the
shrinking world to acrowded boat.

“Noneof us canaffordtoignorethe
condition of our fellow passengerson
thislittleboat,” he said.
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