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Tohnna Thompson held her son Jonah in her arms Monday. She raced to Texas to pick up her four sons after
they were found with their father last week. Jonah was sick with tonsillitis and an ear infection.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

Boys stayed In camper

KIDNAPPING, from Page 1

bushes. They were cooped up in the
camper most of thetime, and couldn’t
all goout at once.

Ontheway home, Tohnna smother
Marge Quast said, Jonah and Job kept
asking for milk.

“Mo’ milk, mo’ milk,” she said,
“that’swhat they kept saying.”

The boys told her the camper was
parked in aMcDonald’s parking lot,
Tohnnasaid, and they sometimes got
cereal and milk. But whenthey hadto
move, thekidssaidthey didn’t get milk
anymore.

They missed their mom while they
weregone, theboyssaid, andareglad
to be home. But they miss their dad
now.

“They aretorn,” Alberssaid.

His teacher explained what is hap-
pening to his father, Jaeger said, by
saying that like kids who don't listen
totheir parentsare sent to their room,
adultswho don’t obey thelawsaresent
tojail.

Butthisisn’tthefirsttimeMark has
kidnapped his children, Tohnna said,
ashealso took histwo older children,
who are now 15 and 16.

The boys e-mailed their older
brother and sister, she said, and found
that they have more in common than
they realize.

The older children live with their
motherinNorth Caroling Tohnnasaid,
andtheboyswouldliketovisitand get
to know them better.

She, her mother and her brother left
Goodland M onday afternoon, Jan. 28,
Tohnnasaid, when they weretold the
boys were found. They arrived in
Bastrop, Texas, on Tuesday morning,
Quast said, and it was 80 degrees.

After collecting the boys and their
things, Tohnna said, they started to
drive home. They stayed overnight in
Waco, Texas, shesaid, andinHaysand
arrived home Thursday morning.

Then the family moved to a bigger
houseon Saturday, shesaid, sotheboys
will have moreroomto play.

A friend of their father’s helped

Mark carry some of hisand the boys’
possessions out of Goodland, Tohnna
said, butleft theminBastrop and went
toAlabamaonhisownwhenMark ran
out of money. Mark has the posses-
sions in storage, she said, and would
not let her have akey to get the boys’
things.

Their bikes and other things will
haveto bereplaced, shesaid, but they
arejust things. The boys could not be
replaced, she said, and sheis glad to
have them back.

Mark andtheboyswerefound by the
Bastrop County Sheriff’sDepartment
after an anonymous caller told them
that aman was wrapping the children
in a blanket to move them from &
Blazer to a camper. She thought it
looked suspicious.

Sheknowsit wasawoman, Tohnne
said, but wishessheknew her namesc
shecouldthank her. Sheisvery grate-
ful the woman called the police,
Tohnnasaid.

“1 thank her from the bottom of my
heart,” Tohnnasaid.

Sorting the trash Is everyone’s problem and business

TRASH, from Page 1

oneeachfor constructionwaste, metal,
concrete, and burnable wood. This
should hel p stop peoplefromthrowing
non-approved materials in the
dumpsters.

The city and county will also work
together to educate people what the
landfill can and cannot handle. The
county commissioners gave out alist
of items which won’t be accepted as
part of the municipal solid waste that
isburiedinthelandfill, including con-
struction and demotion waste, appli-
ances, metal, tires, noxiousweeds, and
paints or varnishes. Large metal ob-
jectshavetheir own pit, asdo construc-
tion and demolition, tires, compost,
brick and concrete, and municipal
waste.

The county decided it will publish
the list and make it available to the
public. City Commissioner Curtis
Hurd wants to send a list with utility
bills every month, describing how to
get rid of each kind of trash.

County Commissioner Mitch Tiede
said the solid waste system can take
anything except household hazardous
waste and noxious weeds, but each
thing just has to go into its own pile.
The county is working with Thomas
County to handlehousehol d hazardous
waste, which includes paints and
stains, oil, gasoline, and weed killer.
Thomas County picksthismaterial up
threetimesayear.

Thecounty saidthey arenot worried
about very small amounts of mixture
inthe pits. “If three shinglesfall off a
roof and the owner putsit in the
dumpster, it's not going to be a big
deal,” County Commissioner Mitch
Tiede said. “ That’s not what we're

worried about. We know we can’t po-
liceit 100 percent.

One piece of wood in municipal
wasteisnot abig problem, either. If it
endsupinmunicipal waste, Tiedesaid
the county workerswill takeit out and
putitintheconstructionpit. Hesaidit's
only when alarge amount of aloadis
mixedwill they call thecity tocomeout
and sort it.

“We're not that picky,” Tiede said.
“We're just interested in keeping the
bulk of it out. People arejust going to
have to pay attention to what goesin
the dumpsters.”

Simon said city workers might get
called to the landfill twice aweek to
sort, or not at all. It just depends on
what goesin the loads. He saysit is
worse in the spring, when alot of
peoplemoveout of town. Hesaidwhen
workerson other projectshaveto stop
what they are doing to go sort.

The county said there are four full-
timeemployeesat thetransfer station,
andBillinger askedif thecounty could
sort amixed load if it comesin, and
chargethecity forit, instead of having
city workers off of other jobs.

Tiede said they can't because the
county workers are busy running the
station.

“We' reworkingtowardsnot having
that problem in the first place,” he
added

“1f we educate peopleit, won't bea
problem,” said County Commissioner
Kevin Rasure.

The city will pick up items which
cannot gointothedumpsters, liketree
branchesor furniture, but peoplehave
to call for service. Pickman said the
truckscan'tjust godownthealleysand
pick upitems, becauseinthe past they
have taken people's property which

looked liketrash, and had to pay tore-
placeit.

When yard waste was brought up,
Pickman said it cost the city $60,000
to handle it last year. The city took
away all yard dumpsters at the end of
last year.

When asked, the county agreed the
statewill allow themtoput grassinthe
municipal wastepit, but saidittakesup
air spaceand createsmethanegas. The
landfill will last longer if yard wasteis
not putin.

“ And besides, why would you want
to pay atipping fee on grass,” Tiede
said, “when you can dispose of it for
free (inthe compost pile).”

Simonsaidthecity triesto sort other
waste out of yard dumpsters before it
gets to the transfer station, and takes
outwhat it can. Thebiggest problemis
people throwing tree branchesin the
yellow dumpsters.

City Commissioners Hurd and
Blumewantedtoknow why thecounty
doesnot chargeatipping feeto every-
body, not just commercial haulers.

Chuck Frankenfeld, chairman of the
county commissioners, said they fig-
ured the $150-per-household solid
wastefeewastaking careof individual
users.

“All Sherman county pays $150
solid waste fee,” Blume said. “Not
everyone paystipping fees.”

“l don't see a problem with it.”
Frankenfeld said. “People in the
county choose whether or not to usea
commercial hauler. If they takeit them-
selves, they don’t haveto pay.”

Frankenfeld asked how the city
came up with the $3 fee the city calls
the " county tipping fee”

“We're just charging what it will
cost,” Billinger said. Thecity expects
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thefeetobringin$120,000-$130,000,
hesaid, whichiswhat they project the
landfill tipping fee will cost the city.

During the audience question-and
answer period, StevenDuell saidthere
should be a way for the county to
handle noxious weeds, and said there
needs to be some way to dispose of
stickers.

Frankenfeldsaidthey’ Il talk about it
and see what they come up with.

Another member of the audience
wanted to know if the four dumpsters
put out at thedump could beduplicated
intown.

Pickmansaidcity truckswouldhave
a hard time hauling it because they
would be damaged trying to crush the
waste.

Warren Bahe suggested thecity and
county look intogettinganincinerator.
Curt Way, county public worksdirec-
tor, said the cost of fuel would be a
concern, and maintenance would be
atrocious.

Larry lhrig asked if it was possible
tobuildapitwhichwouldn’tleach, so
anything could beput into it.

Frankenfeldsaidwiththeplasticlin-
ersthey have in them, they shouldn’t
leach, but there is always possibility
they will, whichiswhy they havetobe
careful what goesin the pits.

Mike Campbell said the four
dumpsters should be in every alley,
along with municipal waste and yard
waste. He said some peoplecan’t take
yard waste out to the landfill.

Gary Ginther said people are upset
at alot of ordinances which have
passed|ately, sothey are” dumpingon
thetrash.”

“You people haveto remember you
work for us,” hesaid.

He said he felt he was being pun-
ished because a few people couldn’t
control their yard dumpsters.

“You were one of the few who took
careandpolicedyours,” Pickmansaid.

“Thenwhy can't| keepit?’ Ginther
said.

John Golden suggested the city
change the terms used on its billing,
from solid waste fee to trash pick-up.
Healsosaidif thecity getsback tous-
ing the yard dumpsters, one person
should sign for it. That person would
be responsible for the dumpster and
wouldgiveoutlistsof do'sanddon’'t’'s
to other people who would useit.

Blumeread aletter from amanwho
couldn’t beat themeeting. It suggested
addinga$3-5feetoeveryone’shill and
using that to hire two people to work
at thelandfill sorting loads.

Curt Way, county public works di-

rector finished by saying the situation
wasalittlealienfor everybody.
“Weareusedtothrowingeverything
inour landfill,” hesaid, “ but thisisthe
system we (the county) have, and we
will follow the guidelines.”
Blumethanked everybody for com-
ingout and saidthereisstill work todo.
“We're all going to have to get in-
volved and work together,” he said.

Ruling encourages
‘students to cheat’

PIPER (AP) — Former high school
teacher Christine Pelton wasted nc
time after discovering that nearly &
fifth of her biology studentshad plagia-
rized their semester projects from the
Internet.

She had received her rural Kansas
district’sbacking beforewhen she ac-
cused students of cheating, and she
expectedit againthistimeafter failing
all 28 accused sophomores.

Her principal and superintendent
agreed: it was plagiarism and the stu-
dents should get no credit. But after
parents complained, the Piper school
board ordered her to go easier on the

guilty.

News at 899-6186.
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People will vote for the employee of the
month, by bringing the coupon at the bottomto
our office at 1205 Main Street, Goodland,
mailing it, or faxing it to The Goodland Daily

To be eligible you must work in Sherman
County. Anyone may nominate an individual.

Employee of the Month
will Receive Rewards from:

= Second Chance - 2 dinners for the price of 1 *

= Howard Johnson - 2 dinners for the price of 1 *

= Sherman Theatre — 1 free movie pass

= Sight and Sounds - 2 for 1 video Rental

e Dairy Queen -2 for 1 - 12 oz. Blizzards

< McDonalds - 2 for 1 any sandwich*

e Subway - 2 for 1 any sandwich*

= nwkansas.com — 1 month free

* The Goodland Daily News — 1 month free

= Goodland Activity Center — 1 free day pass
* Buy one get one of equal value or less free.
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Reward for

exceptional service!
Announcing Employee of the Month

If you feel an employee at an area business has
gone out of his or her way to help you, or has
done an exceptional job serving you, reward
them by letting us know. We will consider the
nomination with others we receive. February
deadline for nominations is Wednesday, Feb.

20.

If you would like to be a part
of this promotion call Bill or
Eric today 899-2338

Your Name:

Employee of the Month

Nominee's Name:

Why:

Business of Nominee:

Mail or bringinto The Goodland Daily News office.



