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at noon

Today
¢ Sunset, 5:13 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:47 a.m.
¢ Sunset, 5:14 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 32 degrees
* Humidity 21 percent
* Sky clear
+ Winds southwest 18 m.p.h.
* Barometer 20.13 inches

and falling

* Record High 74° (1987)
* Record Low -16° (1933)

Last 24 Hours*

High 53°
Low 18°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight; partly cloudy, low upper
20s, wind west 10-20 m.p.h. Tomor-
row: partly cloudy, high mid 60s, wind
west 10-20 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: partly cloudy and very
windy, high upper 30s. Sunday:
mostly clear, high mid 50s, low near
20. Monday: clear, high mid 60s, low
mid 20s. Tuesday and Wednesday:
partly cloudy, high upper 40s, low 20.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Citizens and officials speak on trash

Some say theyre
paying for less

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News
City and county commissioners held ajoint
workshop Wednesday night at thecounty court-
house, looking for solutions to trash disposal
problems with an audience of more than 30
people.
City and county officials got achanceto ex-
plainandtalk about changesinthetrash system

withthenew county landfill, and taxpayersgot to
tell the officia sthey were not too happy withlos-
ing old serviceslike yard-waste dumpsterswhile
paying moreto havetheir trash hauled.

Marty Melia of KLOE radio moderated the
workshop, and mostly held it to its agreed-upon
guidelines. Commissioner discussion ran about
fiveminuteslong, and afew of theaudiencespoke
upwithout first being recognized, butitwasacivil
and well organized meeting.

All the county commissioners attended the
meeting, and four of thecity commissioners, with
only Mayor Tom Rohr absent.

The city istrying to cut the costs for handling
thecity’strash. They werehitwitha$32aton“tip-
pingfee” for thenew county landfill at thefirst of

theyear, and City Manager Ron Pickman said it
costthecity $60,0001ast year tohandleyard waste.
The commissioners met to talk about what the
landfill will hold, and how to separate different
wastes.

City Manager Ron Pickman said the city and
county areworkingtogether witharecycling pro-
gram. Recycling dumpsters should arrive next
week or theweek after, he said. They will be put

getacardboard bailer, either through Energy One
or through agrant. Thecounty wantedtoknow if
they went ahead with the cardboard recycling if
the city would put its cardboard dumpsters back
out and bring theminto the county site.

“1 don't think we'll have any problem with
that,” City Commissioner Rick Billinger said.
“It'sawin-win situation.”

Thecity and county agreed thecounty’strans-

at three spotsin town, and therewill be separate fer station could be more user-friendly. Rich

dumpstersfor cans, clear glass, brown glass, and
newspapers, magazines and office paper. The
voluntary program should help keep the landfill
fromfilling up asfast, and will hel p keep tipping
feesdown, hesaid.

Pickman said the city and county aretryingto

Noon

Wheat — $2.63 bushel
Posted county price — $2.49
Corn — $1.90 bushel
Posted county price — $1.81
Loan deficiency payment — 18¢
Milo — $1.62 bushel
Soybeans — $3.71 bushel
Posted county price — $3.65
Loan deficiency payment — $1.27
Millet — $3.50 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.95 cwi.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 86¢
Confection current — inquire
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news ;’
from the
Associated

Press

1p.m.

Texas fugitives
caught at store

ARDMORE, Okla. — Two
convicted murderers who broke
out of a Texasjail surrendered
peacefully early today, hoursafter
seizing ahostage at an Oklahoma
gas station. Two other fugitives
who escaped with the pair last
month were al so captured.

The hostage-takers, Curtis
Gambill and JoshuaBagwell, gave
upat4:30a.m., FBI Specia Agent
Richard Marquise said.

The surrender wasthe result of
“avery skillful agent developing
arapport” withthefugitives, Mar-
quise said. He said the fugitives
only request wastotaktorelatives
by telephone.

The hostage, store owner
George West, 65, emerged un-
harmed.

Authorities arrested the other
escaped inmates, Chrystal Gale
Soto and Charles Jordan, outside
the storeat 9:50 p.m. Wednesday.

Big snow
brings
little help

Crop ‘desperately
needs some moisture

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

The .30 of an inch of moisture the
areagot from snow last month helped
parchedwheat fiel ds, but wecouldhave
used alot more.

“Therearepartsof thiscounty where
the crop was stressed early on,” said
DanaBelshe, Sherman County exten-
sionagricultureagent, “and any mois-
turewill help.

“Some of our wheat cropisregress-
ingrapidly and desperately needsmore
moisture.”

It isaproblem throughout the state.
As much as 32 percent of the Kansas
whesat cropisin poor or very poor con-
dition, theKansasAgriculturetatistics
Servicereported Monday, and Belshe
said Sherman County isho better off.

“WEe're probably just about at the
stateaverage. | wouldestimate30to 35
percent of our wheat isin poor condi-
tion.”

The condition is not uniform in all
fields, hesaid.

Thereareareaswhich havewheatin
good condition, he said, and some
which arevery poor.

He says on the average, the south-
western part of the county isworse off
than rest.

“They havebeeninalmost adrought
situation,” hesaid.

Farmershaveatougher timethisyear
thanthey didlast. Bel shesaid although
wehad adry summer last year, we had
uniform moistureand colder tempera-
turesinthefall andwinter, thedormant
Season.

Thisyear it has been anything but
cold.

When temperatures are above 40
degrees, wheat keeps growing, using
up moisture, and becomesl essresi stant
to disease and cold weather.

The barley yellow dwarf virusisa
concernthisyear, Belshesaid.

The disease is spread by an aphid,
and with recent warm, dry weather, he
isworried theinsectsmight get started
earlier.

Thevirus at full power can take a
third of acrop’syield away.

Belshe said heisworried about soil
erosionand fluctuatingwarmand cold
spells.

He said when wheat can’t grow,
winds can take away top soil.

Andup-and-downwesther cancause
the crop to lose its winter hardiness,
making the plants more susceptibleto
damage.

Moisturemight beontheway. Dave
Thede, ameteorologist at the National
Westher Service here, sayswegot .21
of aninchinthesix-inchsnowfall atthe
end of January and could get more
Tuesday.

“At this point, it looks like wide-
spread snow,” hesaid. “It’'stooearly to
guessaccurately, but we might get .10
to.25inches of moisture.”

Warm weather might be on its way
out now that we have snow on the
ground. Kevin Lynott of the weather
servicesaidif wehaveground snow, air
doesn’t mix as well to bring warmer
days.

But then, by the end of themonth, it
will be nearly timefor spring.

Simon, superintendent of wastewater for thecity,
saidfour dumpsterswill bedeliveredtothetrans-
fer station this morning and will be placed next
to the weighing scales for easy access. Thereis

See TRASH, Page 7

worked on the crew.

Workers from Commercial Sign in Colby used ex-
tended ladders to put a fabric overlay to update the
Buffalo Innsign by Business U.S. 24 lastweek (above
and right) while (below) they were directed from the

ground. Tim Kistler, Gary Salisbury, Lauren Wegle,
Daniel Burke, and Jeff and Ray Griffen, all of Colby,

Photos by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News
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Father will be brought back

to stand trial for kidnapping

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

While mother and sonsare happy to
be back together, the Thompson
family’sordeal isnot completely over,
asthey aresettlingintoanew homeand
awaitingMark Thompson’sextradition
and trial for kidnapping.

The Sherman County Sheriff’s De-
partmentisworkingtobringMark back
to Goodland as hisfour sonsreturned
to school, and their mother, Tohnna,
sayssheisseeking justice.

TohnnaThompson says she doesn’t
want the policeand the courtsto betoo
lenient on Mark, saying that would
trivializewhat hedid.

“He took my life when he took the
boys, she said, “everything that ever
meant anything to me.

“Itwaslikelivinginhell without the
fire. Itwaslikesomeone sentenced me
to hell and expected meto goon.”

While the boys were missing,
Tohnnasaid, all shewanted to do was
stay home and not even go out. She
spent muchof hertimemakingand dis-
tributing flyerstotry to find the boys.

And the kidnapping was hard on
other family members. Their cousins

missedthem, Tohnnasaid, andarevery
protective of them now that they are
home.

“Her daughter (Alexis) cried and
cried one night,” Tohnna's sister
MonicaAlberssaid, “and asked, ‘will
weever seethem again?”

Now that Jaeger, 8; Jacob, 7; Jonah,
3; and Job, 2, are home, Tohnna said,
she wants to prevent future
kidnappings. Theschool sshouldteach
kids about abduction, she said, so this
doesn’t happen to other families.

Jonahhastonsillitisandanear infec-
tion, Tohnna said, and all of the boys
need well-child checks. They lived in
abhorrent conditionsfor thetwoweeks
they were gone, she said, without
proper nutrition in adirty camper.

The woman who took care of the
boyswhile she drove to Texasto pick
themuptold her thecamper wasfilthy,
Tohnna said, and the clothes they
brought home smelled of urine. She
saidshehadtothrow alot of theirthings
away.

Thecamper had no bathroom, Jacob
said, and the boys had to go in the

See KIDNAPPING, Page 7
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Jacob (top), Job and Jaeger Thompson goofed around together Mon-
day in their new home. The boys’ mother picked them up in Texas last
week after they were found with their father, who is being extradited to
Goodland to face kidnapping charges.
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