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Rams fans mourn
end-of-season loss

ST.LOUIS(AP) — Therewas sup-
posed to be a parade here Monday.

The route and schedule were
planned. The Rams’ colors were
drapedacrosstheregion, onbuildings,
carsand people. Even Busch Stadium,
the home of the Cardinalsin what is
supposed to be a baseball town, had
switcheditsspotlighted archwaysover
to alternating blue and gold.

The hometown Post-Dispatch
summed it up with afront page, ban-
ner headline: “HEARTBREAKER.”
And there was no parade.

So, even beyond the hangovers, it's
understandabl eif Ramsfanswerefeel -
ingabitill. For seriousfans, few events
in life are as stressful as when your
teamunexpectedly endsitsseasonwith
aloss.

The amount of discomfort depends
largely on the amount of emotional
investment leading up to the Super
Bowl, said Dr. RichardWetzel, amedi-
cal psychologist at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis.

“Obviously, how stressful thisis
depends on what it meansto people,”
he said. It's especially unpleasant for
those who “have been pumping up
their identity and senseof self worth—
'I'maRamsfan and we'rethe best in
the country.””’

On the other hand, those who only
casually follow sports, or disdainthem
altogether, avoid that stress. Those
people may scoff, and rightly so. Cer-
tainly therearemoreimportant things
inlife. Buttoanavid sportsfan, which
after al is short for fanatic, it can be
hard to put thingsin perspective.

Especially if you talk too much.

Those overconfident of victory — the
Ramswere14-pointfavorites, weren’t
they? — are eating crow at the office
thisweek.

“How stressful al so dependson, and
| hope you can put this tactfully, de-
pendson how bigyour mouthis,” said
Wetzel, who added that he was* mor-
tified” Monday. “Because the Rams
lost and | wasvocal about it.”

Karl Marx saidreligionwastheopi-
ateof themasses, and Russel| Baker of
the New York Times borrowed that
phrasein 1967 and applieditto sports.

InSt. Louis, for better or worse, that
opiate offers a shared identity like
nothing else— maybeevenduringthe
withdrawal symptoms of ajarring,
unexpectedloss. Whether it’ swearing
Ramsjerseysto work or talking foot-
ball with strangers, the city’s sports
teams can be away to bridge social
gaps.

“Racial gulfs, socio-economicgulfs,
orif you'retalking about the East side
versustheMissouri side—all of those
social dividesinstantly disappear,”
Saint Louis University sociologist
CharlesMarskesaid. “ You can seethat
sense of community isvery real.”

The TV ratings back it up: Fox re-
ports that about 81 percent of televi-
sionsbeing watchedin St. Louiswere
tuned to the Super Bowl, compared to
about 78 percent in Boston. Other ma-
jor cities hovered between 50 and 60
percent.

“Wefeed off each other whenthere's
this sort of positive effervescence,”
Marske said. “We feed off each other
inanupwardspiral. Andthisgamekind
of sendsthingsinadownward spiral.”

Freshman wins tournament

Cowboys Freshman Chad
Normandin placedfirstinthe
103-poundweight classat a9-
10 wrestling tournament on
Saturday in Goodland.

Normandinwonbothof his
matches at the tournament,
held at the Max Jones Field-
house.

SophomoreMikeZimmer-
man, 140 pounds, placed sec-
ond, winning two of three
matches, and sophomores Korey
Schulte, 125, and Michael Middleton,
145, bothtook third. Schultehad a2-1
record and Middleton 1-1.

Normandin

Freshman Brandon
Cowan took fourth in the
152-pound weight class,
winning two of four
matches.

Brett Jarmin, another
152-pound freshman,
strained hisback during his
first match and couldn’t
complete the rest of the
tournament.

SophomoreBrock Whit-
more, 112, finished with a1-2 record;
freshman Ray Brigham finished 112,
0-2; andfreshmanTray Klinge, 125, 0-
2.

Mustang girls run over Burlington

The seventh grade Grant Junior
Highgirlsbeat the Burlington basket-
ball team 50-16 Tuesday in the junior
high gym at Max Jones Fieldhouse.

Dani Bedoreled al scorerswith 14
points, threerebounds, two steal s, one
block and one assist. Whitney Archer
had 11 points, three rebounds, six
steals, no blocksand no assists.

Amber Cowan had 8, 3, 2, 0, 0;
Kaylee Billinger 6, 2, 4, 1, 0; Emily
Murray 5, 5, 4, 0, 1; JennaMcCall 2,
5,0, 1, 0; Lindsay Schields 2, 1, 2, 0,
1; NicoletteClancy 2,1,1,0, 1; Alicia
Studor 0, 1, 4, 1, 0; and Stephanie Shel -
donO, 1,1,0,0.

Inthe"B” game, theGrant Mustangs

slaughtered Burlington 21-4.

Nicole David led scoring for both
teamswitheight points, four rebounds,
twosteal s, twoblocksandthreeassists.

Shescoredfour morepointsthanthe
entire other team.

Tanae Garrett had 4, 3, 2, 1, 0;
Candice Meissinger 4, 0, 1, 0, 1;
Chariss Tatman 2, 1, 5, 1, 1; Kerri
Bellamy 2,0, 3,2, 1; ValerieMacias,
1,1,0,0; Sandy Johnson 0, 1, 2, 0, O;
BrookeWhitmore0, 1, 2,0, 0; Vanessa
Crotinger 0, 0, 2, 0, 0; Ashley Cebula
0,0,1,1,0; Sheldon0,0, 1,0, 0; Emily
Linden O, O, 1, 0, O; Amber Webster,
Tiffany Bennett and Hannah Burkett
participated.
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ﬁymg 10 /oelp the team

Max Saint, 145 pounds, gotontop of his opponentlastmonth atthe Northwest Kansas League Tournament. Saintfinished 1-2, and Goodland
won the tournament with 140 points.
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Jayhawks’ recruiting got late start

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) — With
just two monthsto recruit after being
named Kansas' football coach, Mark
Mangino had no timeto waste.

“Webasically started fromscratch,”
Mangino said Wednesday at a news
conference to announce hisfirst re-
cruiting class. “ Thefirstweek | wasin
here, my staff and | got together and
watched videotapefromabout eightin
themorning until 11 or 12 at night.”

Speed was at the top of the Jay-
hawks' shoppinglist.

“Theother programs|’ vebeenwith
inthe Big 12, we' ve won because we
couldrun,” said Mangino, whowasan
assistant at Oklahomaand an assi stant
at Kansas State beforetaking over for
thefired Terry AlleninDecember. “We
had guyswho could run on both sides
of theball.”

Mangino’s first recruiting class at
Kansas includes three quarterbacks,
five offensive linemen and five wide
receivers— but none of the defensive
tackles Mangino had hoped to land.

“You get aguy who's big and can
run, you put him ondefense. You get a
guy whocan’trunaswell, youputhim

on offense,” Mangino said. “Every-
body wants those big guys who can
run.”

The Jayhawks are solid at the posi-
tion through the upcoming season, he
said, and still are talking to two pros-
pectswho didn’t sign on Wednesday.

Quarterback Bill Whittemore, who
threw for 2,444 yards and 16 touch-
downsandranfor another six scoresin
hisonly season at Fort Scott Commu-
nity College, isamong thefour junior
collegetransfers signed by Mangino.

As aredshirt freshman in 2000 at
Division I-AA Tennessee-Martin,
Whittemore threw for 282 yards and
one score with four interceptions be-
foreinjuring hisknee.

“Thethings| like about him are his
gutsy play, hispocket presenceand his
competitivenature,” Manginosaid.“|
talked to every head coach in the
Jayhawk Conference about Bill
Whittemore. Every oneof themsaidhe
was adifference maker, that their de-
fensive game plans were geared to-
ward stopping him.”

The 6-foot-1, 190-pound Whitte-
more, who has enrolled at Kansas,

picked the school over New Mexico
and Middle Tennessee State even
though he never visited L awrence.

“1 did as much research on Coach
Manginoasl could,” hesaid—includ-
ing atelephone call to former Okla-
homa quarterback Josh Heupel, who
led the Soonersto the national cham-
pionship after the 2000 season.

“We talked for 30 or 40 minutes,”
Whittemore said. “Josh had nothing
but great thingsto say.”

Whittemore underwent offseason
surgery after separating his throwing
shoulder in Fort Scott’sfinal regular-
season game. He is expected to take
part fully in spring drills, Mangino
said.

Kansas' other juco transfersare of -
fensivelinemanTony Coker of Hutch-
inson Community College and two
defensive ends from California
schools: Reggie Curry of Moorpark
Community College and Cory Kipp
from Riverside Community College.

Coker signed with Kansas out of
Hoisington High School and
redshirtedayear beforetransferringto
Hutchinson.

sports briefs

HOUSTON (AP) — Enron
Corp. iswilling to consider a
buyout to remove its name from
theHoustonAstros' 2-year-oldre-
tractable roof stadium, but the
team’s owner believesthe energy
company hasit backward.

Astrosowner Drayton McLane
said Enronowesthemfor 27 years
left onitscontract.

SALTLAKECITY (AP)—The
tattered American flag recovered
fromtherubbleat ground zerowill
becarried at theWinter Olympics
opening ceremony Friday night.

A group of U.S. athletes, New
York City firefighters and Port
Authority policewill beallowedto
takethe flag into the ceremony in
a“solemn, dignifiedentrance,” the
International Olympic Committee
said, reversing an earlier decision
against the plan.

NEWY ORK (AP)— TheAsso-
ciationof Boxing Commissionsis
recommending that other states
follow Nevada by denying Mike
Tyson aboxing license.

the year.

Sherman County
armers provide safe

affordable food

You are challenged to Get Excited

and Get Involved!

It takes about 40 days for most
Americans to earn enough money to
pay for their food for the entire year.

It takes the average American about
123 days to earn enough money to
pay federal, state and local taxes for

Sherman County Farm Bureau supports a Community

Owned Grocery Sore.




