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Weatherman learned to like small town living

WEATHER, from Page 1

Goodland for weather service jobsin
other states.

Lynott isleaving for Silver Spring,
Md., just outside Washington, this
weekendtotakeahydrol ogist position
at headquarters. Hesaid itisastep up
for him. He will lead development of
an advanced hydrological prediction
service onthe Internet.

InMarch, Barker said hewill move
toLincoln, 1., asmall townwherehe
will fill apositionsimilar totheonehe
is in now. Though they will miss
Goodland, hesaid, heand hiswife Sue
want to be closer to family in Chicago
and Ohio.

“It was areally hard decision,” he
said. “Wereally like Goodland alot.”

Theofficeherehasn'tfoundreplace-
mentsyet, and Barker and Lynott said
it could be afew months before both
positionsarefilled.

Lynott, whoselast day wasWednes-
day, said this will be his third career
move and probably won't be the | ast.
He said he was 26 when he came here
in1994fromWyomingtotakeajobas
ahydrologist. Heeventually becamea
senior forecaster and then moved into
hiscurrent position, whichisbasically
spokesman for the weather office.

“1’m going to miss doing my job,”
he said. “I love interacting with the
media, emergency medical workers
and city and county officials. | love
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Afteracombined 17 years at the National Weather Service office, Kevin
Lynott (left) and Llyle Barker both recently accepted jobs with the ser-

vice in other states.

traveling around and getting to meet
people.”

Lynott, 34, said he and his family
will miss Goodland and the people
who live here. He said they’ll haveto
adapt to living in a big metropolitan
area.

“It will be avery big change,” he
said. “ Thecultureiscompletely differ-
ent there.”

ThejobLynottistaking openedright
after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacksin
New York andWashington, but hesaid
that didn’t stop himfromapplying. He
saidit probably increased hischances.

“It may have stopped some people

TheGoodland School Boardwill
meet with the new president of the
Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
legeon M onday and hear apatriotic
speech that won a high school stu-
dent atrip to Washington .

Ron Schilling, a school board
member whorepresentsthedistrict
onthecollegeboard, will introduce
Ken Clouse at the regular meeting,
starting at 7 p.m. Clouse took over
as college president in July.
Schilling will give areport on the
college.

AmandaHoffman, winner of the
state Veterans of Foreign Wars an-
nual Voice of Democracy Speech
contest, will give her speech.
Hoffman competed against students
across Kansas and won a $1,000
scholarshipandexpense-paidtripto

Board to meet college chief

Washington.

The board will also discuss
money-saving suggestions from
teachers, set goals for the year, ap-
prove a2002-2003 school year cal-
endar, hold an awards presentation
and hear reportsfrom principal sand
Superintendent Marvin Selby.

Schyler Goodwin, president of the
Goodland Devel opment Corp., will
talk about thegroup’ sideafor anen-
dowment fund. Selby said Goodwin
wants two board membersto serve
onaboardthat will overseethefund.
Schilling and Jane Philbrick have
said they would bewillingtofill the
seats.

The board may go behind closed
doors to discuss personnel matters
andannual teacher contract negotia-
tions.

Internet tonight!
899-2338
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fromgoing,” hesaid,“butitdidn’tfaze
meonebit.”

Lynott said it has crossed his mind
thatitwill bemoredangerouslivingin
acity, but he said, bad things can hap-
pen anywhere.

“You can't let it deter you,” Lynott
said. “You must go for your goalsand
dreams.”

He said his wife and three young
daughters are looking forward to the
adventure, and he' sexcited about start-
ing anew job in anew place. Lynott
saidhe' Il beworkinglesswiththepub-
lic and more with other government
agencies.

“Itwill beamajor challenge, but I’ [l
adapt,” hesaid. “If youwant to havea
successful career, you must move
around alittlebit.”

In eight years at the office, Lynott
said, he's dealt with more big storms
and tornadoes than he can remember.

He said hewon't forget thetornado
that touched down on May 10, 1995
north of Colby and Hoxie. It wasn’t
particularly powerful or damaging, he
said, but it was the first tornado he
worked in Kansas.

Lynott said weather stopped him
from gettingtowork in October 1997,
when a storm dumped 20 inches of
snow on Goodland. A few forecasters
weretrapped at theofficefor twodays.

“Itwascrazy,” hesaid. “Thewhole
areawas blasted. | remember 10-foot
driftsin front of the office.”

Lynott said he always enjoyed his
job, but the severe weather season in
northwest Kansas during the summer
months could be stressful and tiring.

“When the end of August rolled
around,” he said, “| was ready for a
break.”

Barker said it's a coincidence they
areleaving atthesametime, andit’snot
duetochangesat theoffice. “ Situations
just arosethat met our goals,” hesaid.

Barker said heand hiswifedecided
afewyearsagothatif apositionopened
inacity of their choice, they’d move.
He said they want to get closer to his
father in Ohio who has been ill, and

other family inthe East.

“It’s kind of like moving home a
little bit,” Barker said, noting he
worked at the University of Illinoisin
Champagne when he joined the ser-
vice.

Hesaid heand hiswifehad livedin
citiesbeforethey movedto Goodland,
but now they prefer the small-town
environment.

“It wasone of the best movesof our
lives,” hesaid. “We' vereally grownto
like small-town living.” Barker said a
hurricane brought them here.

HewasworkinginMiami inAugust
of 1992, when Hurricane Andrew
pounded the coast, amajor natural di-
saster. Barker said he had to work
through the storm and a crew from
CNN volunteered to go out and check
thestaffs homes. They cameback with
mostly bad news.

Barker, 39, saidhewasalready | ook-
ing for another job, but thefact hewas
homel ess sped up the process. He and
his wife moved to Goodland shortly
after and now havetwo boys, Matthew,
8, andKevin, 4.

“We may not have come to
Goodland if our home wasn’t de-
stroyed,” he said.

Barker saidthehurricanemadethem
appreciate small-town life because
society had basically broken downin
Florida. He said that probably
wouldn’t have happened here.

It will behardtoleave, hesaid.

“We'revery connected to the com-
munity,” Barker said, “ but sometimes
opportunitiesariseandthey’ rehardto
passup.”

Hesaiditwill alsobetoughtoleave
behind hisjob, whichhasallowed him
todothingshenever thought hewould.

In 1996, Barker said, he was one of
18forecasterschosenfromaroundthe
country to work at the summer Olym-
picsinAtlanta.

Working in the Olympic Weather
Support office, he said hisjob wasto
provideforecastsandwarningsfor the
various Olympic event venues across
Georgia. He said they had to do some
odd forecasts.

For example, Barker said, theoffice
had to release dew warnings for the
bicycle tracks and predict when the
dew on thetrackswould evaporate.

He said hisinterest in lightning be-
gan that summer. It was important to
haveaccuratelightening forecasts, he
said, because the event organizers
didn’t want to have to postpone any-
thing for afalsealarm.

“It hadto bealegitimatethreat,” he
said. “| realized then how littlewere-
ally know about lightening.”

Barker said he'slooking forward to
new projectsand opportunitiesin I11i-
nois. But, he said, they’re hoping to
find the samefeel Goodland has.

“We decided if we were going to
move, we wanted a similar environ-
ment,” he said.

Court systemwill close three days to save money

TOPEKA (AP) — State courtswill
have to close for three days between
now and July unlessthestateprovides
more money quickly, the judiciary’s
top official warned legislators.

“We can’'t meet the payroll,” Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Kay
McFarland said Thursday.

In testimony to the House and Sen-
ate budget committees, McFarland
said the court system needs an extra
$600,000 in the current fiscal year,
which ends June 30, and additional
$3.6 million for thefollowing year.

Gov. Bill Graveshasproposed both
appropriations, butthe$3.6 millionfor

fiscal 2003 depends upon passage of
his proposals for $228 million in tax
increases.

Because salaries consume 97 per-
cent of the court system’s budget,
McFarland said, personnel costs are
the only placeto save money.

Already, she said, vacancies at the
district and appellate courtsare going
unfilled for at least 90 days, making
extra— and unpaid — days off for
employees the only other way to cut
expenses.

“1’m sitting here, preoccupied with
trying to keep the doors open,”
McFarland said. “Wecan't changethe

rules and say, ' OK, no more divorces
inJohnson County, wedon't havetime
for them.”

Legidlatorstold M cFarland she had
made a case for the court system, but
said they’re not sure the Legislature
will increase taxes.

“Why don’tyoujust suetheheck out
of us?’ said Sen. Paul Feleciano, D-
Wichita.

McFarland replied: “ Suing won't
get you anything soon.”

Thejudiciary’scurrent budgetisal-
most $79 million, about $554,000
more than in the previous fiscal year.
But that increase did not cover raises

granted to employees by the Legida
ture, or other costs such as health in-
surance.

Inaddition, thenumber of casesfiled
inKansascourtsrosenearly 46 percent
over thepast 15 years, whilethe num-
ber of judgesrose 8 percent and court
workers, 10 percent.

McFarland compared the judiciary
to nesting hens that have more eggs
placed in front of them. She said the
hens will try to sit on all the eggs, no
matter how many.

“Becausethey’ resitting on so many
eggs, they can't hatch anything,” she
said.

Children to make decorations for Valentine’s dance

Children have a chance this week-
endto createartwork that will beused
to decorate an after-Valentine's Day
dance.

Membersof theGoodland Devel op-
ment Corp. areholdingafreeprogram
from 1 to 3 p.m. on Saturday at the
Carnegie Arts Center, 120 W. 12th
Street.

Schyler Goodwin, corporation

president, said supplies will be pro-
vided and the creations will be dis-
played at adancethegroupisholding
from 8 p.m. to midnight on Saturday,
Feb. 16, at the Goodland Elks L odge,
1523 Arcade. If parents want the art-
work back, hesaid, they canpick it up
at the dance.

The dance will be free, Goodwin
said, and couples can buy food and
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drinks from the Safari Steakhouse,
whichrecently movedtothelodgeand
isholding agrand reopening today.
Hesaidadiscjockey will spintunes;
Jan Thomas, owner of A Moment in
Time Photography, will take couples
pictures; and membersof the Christian
YouthFellowshipwill beselling flow-
ers. Goodwin said the fellowship is
raising money to take atrip this sum-

Your KEY to business success.

Have your name up front when a customer needs you.
Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

421 E. 17th Street
Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 899-7375

Fax: (785) 899-3959

McB’s Motor Company

* Tire Sdes & Service
Most tires come with Road Hazard warranty
» 24 Hour mobiletire service
» 24 Hour wrecker service

U-Haul dealer

YES!
We' re OPEN

mer to seethe Popein Canada.

People can stay after the dance, he
said, for thefreecoffeeand donutsthat
will beservedfrommidnightto1 p.m.

Goodwin said the after-Valentine's
Day dance is a second chance to cel-
ebrate the holiday.

“If you didn't have a good
Valentine'sDay,” hesaid, “youcantry

again.”
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work ¢ Patios & Decks
» Garages & Efc.
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. 3

Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628 ~
785-694-2687

- Combined ratesare
Ay available to feature your servicesin the
Vol Daily and The Country Advocate.
) Jomes Lot Company NEW SY2T EM
Residential Real Estate WINDOW
Farm and Ranch CLEANING

115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker

2

EQUAL HOUSING

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Chris & Beth Lewon
“We do windows”

Zimmerman Plumbing

Alex’'s

Radiator and Auto Repair

After Hours Phone#'s

Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #
785-899-6916 Cell #
1-888-285-0151 (800#)

24 Hour Wrecker Service Auto, Truck, Tractor,
Rollback Available Radiator Repair, Auto
Tire Service Repair, Tire Service, Qil

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting

22 years experience
Licensed & Bonded
523-"\,09 Residential « Commercial « Farm
o e 785-899-7030 or

Cell Phone 719-342-0585

HTHTTTi f1eT

531 W. 17th « Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-75548

Change, Small Engine
Repair, Lawn Mowers,
Chain Saws, Trimmers, &

Unlock Vehicles

Managed (No - Load) Index Funds

Be In Index Funds when the market is Over Sold
and In Money Markets when the Market |s Over Bought!
“ A managed approach to mutual funds’
Call for freeinvestors kit and compl ete disclosure document.

AMERICAN FINANCIAL ..c

Mike van Maarth 1-888-346-9436 « Burlington, Colo.

Securities & Futuresinvestments offered through Polar Ivestment Counsel Inc., member NASD/NFA/SIPC
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Call (785) 899-2338
for information.

/@& nwkansas.com

Your local internet service provider
< with connections in Goodland.

With monthly costs

$16.50 per month!

as low as

Box 309

D [500886-242]

LIFE - HOME -« CAR

Wel'll always be there for you.

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

SUANEY | Goodland, kS 67735-0727 LB
Business: (785) 899-2553
Home: (785) 899-3974 1
'® WWw.shelterinsurance.com i i

* FARM + BUSINESS




