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School.

First graders performed for friends and family last week at a music program held at West Elementary
Photo by Skilar Boland/The Goodland Daily News

County weighs changes

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Peopleacrossthestatewerereacting
Tuesday to the announcement by In-
surance Commissioner Kathleen
Sebeliusdenyingthesaleof BlueCross
and Blue Shield to an Indianafirm.

M eantime, Sherman County com-
missioners were hearing about
changesin the county’s coverage un-
der Blue Crossand Blue Shield.

Charles Krull, northwest Kansas
representative for the state’s largest
insurance company, wasin Goodland
to discussthe county’s program.

Hetold thecommissionersthat with
thepresent plan, and no changesinthe
program, the county would facea 19
percent increase in premiums with a
total maximum cost of $549,000.

To reduce the increase, Krull sug-
gested the commissioners consider
increasing the stop-loss level from
$10,000t0$15,000. Under thecurrent
program the county pays all claims
under $10,000 Theempl oyee’ sout-of -
pocket expenseisamaximum of $750
for asingle person and $1,500 for a

family. The change in the stop-loss
would not change the out-of-pocket
level for theemployees, but wouldin-
crease the level of payment by the
county onlargeclaims.

Krull said changing the stop lossto
$15,000 would reducethecounty pre-
mium by $52,000. Based onthehistory
of claimsover thepast year, hesaidthe
county might haveto pay out an addi-
tional $15,000.

“Thisisarisk, but based on the ex-
perience, | believe it will be in the
county’sfavor,” Krull said.

Another suggestion he madewasto
opt fortheBlueChoiceprogram, apre-
ferredprovider network. Hesaid there
wouldnot beany differenceinKansas,
as everyone who isin a competitive
alliance program are also in the Blue
Choice network. He said this change
could give the county a 4 percent re-
ductionin cost.

Other suggestionswereto increase
the employee share pay from $750 to
$1,500for asingleand from $1,500to
$3,000for afamily, andtoincreasethe
prescription drug card pay level from

the current $5 for generic and $10 for
name brand to $10 and $20.

With these changes he thought the
county premium would be closer to
what it waslast year, maybe about a2
percent increase.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said he
could seeincreasingthestop-losslevel
t0$15,000, but not changing any of the
other benefits. He asked what the per-
cent increase would be if only this
change was made?

Krull said with only the stop-10ss
change, theincreasewould beabout 12
percent. He said he would again rec-
ommend the Blue Choice option be-
cause it would be worth a 4 percent
discount ontheclaims.

“We are looking at health carere-
form coming sometimeinthefuture,”
Krull said. “ You are doing better than
the statewide average.”

The commissioners thanked Krull
and asked him to provide the figures
showingthechangeinstoplossandthe
Blue Choice option. They said they
would make a decision at their next
meeting Tuesday.

Ambulance supervisors ask county to buy ambulance

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Ambulance supervisors asked
Sherman County commissioners to
buy them anewer ambulance, showing
them the two vehicles during
Tuesday’s meeting at the courthouse.

Steve Evert and Jeff Krall said the
service has an opportunity to replace
an older ambulance with a newer ve-
hiclefor $70,000.

Evert said the service hasthreeam-
bulances, with the ol dest beinga1990
model which is kept in Kanorado; a
1991 model whichisthesecond ambu-

lancein Goodland andisused for most
of the out of county trips; and a 1995
model with normally is used in the
county.

Krall said said they would like to
purchase a used box-type ambulance
from Justin Bentzinger.

Evert reported he had contacted a
company out of Hays about used am-
bulances and found a 1998 model for
$69,500 and 21997 model with more
milesand lower cost.

Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld
asked about the possihility of getting
agranttohelp purchasetheambulance.

Evert said he had talked to the North-
west Kansas Planning and Devel op-
ment andwastoldthat grantsareavail -
ablefor new ambulances. Therewould
be an administrative fee, he said, and
the new ambul anceswhich cost about
$100,000.

The commissionerswent outsideto
look at the two ambulances. Evert
showed the commissioners the
cramped quarters of the older ambu-
lance and talked about the problems
with transporting patients.

Krall saidthenewer box-typeambu-
lanceisa1999 modd whichwasacriti-

cal careunitfor Children’sHospital in
Denver. It has41,000 mileson aFord
F450 chassis.

“Thisisaquietmachine,” Evertsaid.
“Itmay evenbealittlequieter thanour
Med 1 (the 1995 ambulance).”

Krall said the ambulance would be
bought asis, and showed the commis-
sioners there was about $5,000 of
equipment on the car that was part of
the deal.

“1 think the priceisreasonabl e after
| looked into it deeper,” Evert said. “I
wasnot sureat first.”

Thecommissionerssaidthey would

consider thepurchase, and wereto put
the decision on the next meeting
agendaso they could seewhereto get
$70,000.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure asked
Krall about thestatusof air-ambulance
operator Eagle Med, and when they
planto bein Goodland. Krall said the
target date isApril 15, and that they
havebeen conductingtraining sessions
and looking for a placeto rent for the
crew’squarterswhileonduty. Hesaid
they have not found what they were
looking for, and may consider buying
something.

Evert saidwhen EagleM ed hasbeen
holding training sessions, they have
allowed the county emergency medi-
cal personnel to attend and pick up
needed training credit hours.

After the meeting, County Clerk
Janet Rumpel said thecounty probably
could take the money for the ambu-
lanceout of thespecial health services
fund, which comes from a special
countywide salestax.

Wetry tokeepenough of acarryover
in case the hospital needs something
likethisor for doctor recruitment,” she
said.

Company gets calls after cat was successfully cloned by Texas scientists

By Malcolm Ritter
AP Science Writer

A company that plans to clone
househol d pets has been deluged with
calls after Thursday’s announcement
that Texas scientists had cloned acat,
the company’schief executive officer
said today.

A female domestic shorthair, called
“cc” for “copycat,” was born Dec. 22
andisnow healthy andfrisky, research-
ersat TexasA&M University in Col-
lege Station said.

Headed up by Dr. Mark Westhusin
of A& M’sveterinary medicineschool,
theproject funded by acompany called
Genetic Savings& Clonewasthefirst
reported success at efforts to clone a

household pet.

“There’' sahugeinterestinthis,” said
L ouHawthorne, CEO of thecompany.
He said the expected demand for dog
and cat cloningis“far morethanwe' |l
be ableto handlefor many years.”

Hawthorne said most of the callers
to his company since the cloning was
announced by thejournal Naturehave
asked about cats, but some have in-
quired about dogs, too.

Researchers say dogs are harder to
clone than cats, but Hawthorne said,
“we' re going to do both of them.”

Hawthorne’'s operation first
launchedthe$3.7 millionMissyplicity
Project, an effort to clone a mixed-
breed pet dog named Missy.

He said it will take more than 18
months beforethe company cancome
up with a standard price for cloning
cats.

Thekittenbornat TexasA& M looks
different fromitscalico genetic donor
becausethepigmentation patternof the
animal’s coat isn’t controlled strictly
by thelineup of genes.

“Thisisareproduction,” saidA&M
researcher DuaneKraemer “not ares-
urrection.”

Pet-cloning proponentsal so say pet
owners should realize a new clone
won’t come equipped with a ready-
madebond to theowner or carry other
memories.

Kraemer and Randall Prather, an

animal cloner attheUniversity of Mis-
souri whowasn’tinvolvedintheTexas
project, say cloning catscould pay off
for morethan pet owners.

It could help research that uses cats
for learning about human diseases,
they said. Kraemer noted that catsare
usedinneurological research, andthat
acolleague wanted cat clonesto help
inAlIDSresearch.

Moreover, the work could help in
preserving endangered cat species,
they said.

WaynePacelle, senior vicepresident
for the Humane Society of the United
States, calledthenew advance* unfor-
tunate news.” Scientists should be
moving away from using animalsin
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research, and the biggest problem en-
dangered cat species face is habitat
destruction, he said.

Asfor peoplewho’dlikeanew ver-
sion of a deceased cat, Pacelle said
many communitieshavetoomany cats
for too few homes, and cat cloning
“goes in the opposite direction of
wherewe need to be.”

Peoplewhose catshavedied should
“go through a grieving process, and
then go to a shelter and embrace an-
other companion in your household,”
hesaid.

Thekitty clonewastheteam’sonly
success after transferring 87 cloned
embryosinto eight femalecats. Over-
all, thesuccessratewascomparableto

that seen in other cloned species, the
researchers said. Other mammal s
cloned before include sheep, cattle,
goats, pigsand mice.

The researchers tried cloning with
two typesof cellsfrom adult cats. The
lone success came in one of the at-
temptsusing cumuluscells, which are
foundintheovary, from*“Rainbow,” an
adult member of the university’s cat
colony.

The researchers removed the
nucleus from cat eggs and fused the
eggs with cumulus cells. Three were
growninto embryosand implanted in
afemale cat. Sixty-six days later, cc
was delivered by Caesarean section.
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