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Your KEY to business success.
Have your name up front when a customer needs you.

Repetitive advertising is the key to opening the door to new customers.

The Goodland Daily News Service Directory • 785-899-2338

Combined rates are
available to feature your services in the
Daily and The Country Advocate.

Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street

Goodland, KS 67735-0727
Business: (785) 899-2553

Home: (785) 899-3974

www.shelterinsurance.com

Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work • Patios & Decks
 •  Garages & Etc.  •

•  Remodels & Additions  •

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

• Tire Sales & Service
     Most tires come with Road Hazard warranty

• 24 Hour mobile tire service
• 24 Hour wrecker service   •   U-Haul dealer

421 E. 17th Street
Goodland, KS 67735
(785) 899-7375
Fax: (785) 899-3959

YES!
We’re OPEN

“We do windows”

Serving NW Kansas & Eastern Colorado

785-462-6995 or
1-800-611-6735

Colby, Kansas
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-FREE ESTIMATES

Chris & Beth Lewon

Karen’s

Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs.
Steam Cleaning/windows

Call 821-1628
785-694-2687

Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch

115 E. 9th • Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500

Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor

Robert Jones owner/broker

After Hours Phone #’s

Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #
785-899-6916 Cell #

1-888-285-0151 (800#)

Auto, Truck, Tractor,
Radiator Repair, Auto

Repair, Tire Service, Oil
Change, Small Engine
Repair, Lawn Mowers,

Chain Saws, Trimmers, &
Unlock Vehicles

Alex’s
Radiator and Auto Repair

24 Hour Wrecker Service
Rollback Available

Tire Service
531 W. 17th • Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-7554

Managed (No - Load) Index Funds
Be In Index Funds when the market is Over Sold

and In Money Markets when the Market Is Over Bought!
“A managed approach to mutual funds”

Call for free investors kit and complete disclosure document.

AMERICAN FINANCIAL LLC

Mike van Maarth 1-888-346-9436 • Burlington, Colo.
Securities & Futures investments offered through Polar Ivestment Counsel Inc., member NASD/NFA/SIPC

Zimmerman Plumbing
22 years experience

Licensed & Bonded
Residential • Commercial • Farm

785-899-7030 or
Cell Phone 719-342-0585

New

service

to area

Buffalo Inn Restaurant
& Convention Center

Open daily
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Parties from 20 to 200

SENIOR DISCOUNT
WITH AD

830 W. Hwy 24, Goodland • 785-899-5057

Do, re, mi County weighs changes
By Tom Betz

The Goodland Daily News
People across the state were reacting

Tuesday to the announcement by In-
surance Commissioner Kathleen
Sebelius denying the sale of Blue Cross
and Blue Shield to an Indiana firm.

Meantime, Sherman County com-
missioners were hearing about
changes in the county’s coverage un-
der Blue Cross and Blue Shield.

Charles Krull, northwest Kansas
representative for the state’s largest
insurance company, was in Goodland
to discuss the county’s program.

He told the commissioners that with
the present plan, and no changes in the
program, the county would face a 19
percent increase in premiums with a
total maximum cost of $549,000.

To reduce the increase, Krull sug-
gested the commissioners consider
increasing the stop-loss level from
$10,000 to $15,000. Under the current
program the county pays all claims
under $10,000 The employee’s out-of-
pocket expense is a maximum of $750
for a single person and $1,500 for a

family. The change in the stop-loss
would not change the out-of-pocket
level for the employees, but would in-
crease the level of payment by the
county on large claims.

Krull said changing the stop loss to
$15,000 would reduce the county pre-
mium by $52,000. Based on the history
of claims over the past year, he said the
county might have to pay out an addi-
tional $15,000.

“This is a risk, but based on the ex-
perience, I believe it will be in the
county’s favor,” Krull said.

Another suggestion he made was to
opt for the Blue Choice program, a pre-
ferred provider network. He said there
would not be any difference in Kansas,
as everyone who is in a competitive
alliance program are also in the Blue
Choice network. He said this change
could give the county a 4 percent re-
duction in cost.

Other suggestions were to increase
the employee share pay from $750 to
$1,500 for a single and from $1,500 to
$3,000 for a family, and to increase the
prescription drug card pay level from

the current $5 for generic and $10 for
name brand to $10 and $20.

With these changes he thought the
county premium would be closer to
what it was last year, maybe about a 2
percent increase.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said he
could see increasing the stop-loss level
to $15,000, but not changing any of the
other benefits. He asked what the per-
cent increase would be if only this
change was made?

Krull said with only the stop-loss
change, the increase would be about 12
percent. He said he would again rec-
ommend the Blue Choice option be-
cause it would be worth a 4 percent
discount on the claims.

“We are looking at  health care re-
form coming sometime in the future,”
Krull said. “You are doing better than
the statewide average.”

The commissioners thanked Krull
and asked him to provide the figures
showing the change in stop loss and the
Blue Choice option. They said they
would make a decision at their next
meeting Tuesday.

First graders performed for friends and family last week at a music program held at West Elementary
School.                                                                                                                                      Photo by Skilar Boland/The Goodland Daily News

Ambulance supervisors ask county to buy ambulance
By Tom Betz

The Goodland Daily News
Ambulance supervisors asked

Sherman County commissioners to
buy them a newer ambulance, showing
them the two vehicles during
Tuesday’s meeting at the courthouse.

Steve Evert and Jeff Krall said the
service has an opportunity to replace
an older ambulance with a newer ve-
hicle for $70,000.

Evert said the service has three am-
bulances, with the oldest being a 1990
model which is kept in Kanorado; a
1991 model which is the second ambu-

lance in Goodland and is used for most
of the out of county trips; and a 1995
model with normally is used in the
county.

Krall said said they would like to
purchase a used box-type ambulance
from Justin Bentzinger.

Evert reported he had contacted a
company out of Hays about used am-
bulances and found a 1998 model for
$69,500 and a 1997 model with more
miles and lower cost.

Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld
asked about the possibility of getting
a grant to help purchase the ambulance.

Evert said he had talked to the North-
west Kansas Planning and Develop-
ment and was told that grants are avail-
able for new ambulances. There would
be an administrative fee, he said, and
the new ambulances which cost about
$100,000.

The commissioners went outside to
look at the two ambulances. Evert
showed the commissioners the
cramped quarters of the older ambu-
lance and talked about the problems
with transporting patients.

Krall said the newer box-type ambu-
lance is a 1999 model which was a criti-

cal care unit for Children’s Hospital in
Denver. It has 41,000 miles on a Ford
F450 chassis.

“This is a quiet machine,” Evert said.
“It may even be a little quieter than our
Med 1 (the 1995 ambulance).”

Krall said the ambulance would be
bought as is, and showed the commis-
sioners there was about $5,000 of
equipment on the car that was part of
the deal.

“I think the price is reasonable after
I looked into it deeper,” Evert said. “I
was not sure at first.”

The commissioners said they would

consider the purchase, and were to put
the decision on the next meeting
agenda so they could see where to get
$70,000.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure asked
Krall about the status of air-ambulance
operator Eagle Med, and when they
plan to be in Goodland. Krall said the
target date is April 15, and that they
have been conducting training sessions
and looking for a place to rent for the
crew’s quarters while on duty. He said
they have not found what they were
looking for, and may consider buying
something.

Evert said when Eagle Med has been
holding training sessions, they have
allowed the county emergency medi-
cal personnel to attend and pick up
needed training credit hours.

After the meeting, County Clerk
Janet Rumpel said the county probably
could take the money for the ambu-
lance out of the special health services
fund, which comes from a special
countywide sales tax. “

We try to keep enough of a carryover
in case the hospital needs something
like this or for doctor recruitment,” she
said.

Company gets calls after cat was successfully cloned by Texas scientists
By Malcolm Ritter

AP Science Writer
A company that plans to clone

household pets has been deluged with
calls after Thursday’s announcement
that Texas scientists had cloned a cat,
the company’s chief executive officer
said today.

A female domestic shorthair, called
“cc” for “copycat,” was born Dec. 22
and is now healthy and frisky, research-
ers at Texas A&M University in Col-
lege Station said.

Headed up by Dr. Mark Westhusin
of A&M’s veterinary medicine school,
the project funded by a company called
Genetic Savings & Clone was the first
reported success at efforts to clone a

household pet.
“There’s a huge interest in this,” said

Lou Hawthorne, CEO of the company.
He said the expected demand for dog
and cat cloning is “far more than we’ll
be able to handle for many years.”

Hawthorne said most of the callers
to his company since the cloning was
announced by the journal Nature have
asked about cats, but some have in-
quired about dogs, too.

Researchers say dogs are harder to
clone than cats, but Hawthorne said,
“we’re going to do both of them.”

Hawthorne’s operation first
launched the $3.7 million Missyplicity
Project, an effort to clone a mixed-
breed pet dog named Missy.

He said it will take more than 18
months before the company can come
up with a standard price for cloning
cats.

The kitten born at Texas A&M looks
different from its calico genetic donor
because the pigmentation pattern of the
animal’s coat isn’t controlled strictly
by the lineup of genes.

“This is a reproduction,” said A&M
researcher Duane Kraemer “not a res-
urrection.”

Pet-cloning proponents also say pet
owners should realize a new clone
won’t come equipped with a ready-
made bond to the owner or carry other
memories.

Kraemer and Randall Prather, an

animal cloner at the University of Mis-
souri who wasn’t involved in the Texas
project, say cloning cats could pay off
for more than pet owners.

It could help research that uses cats
for learning about human diseases,
they said. Kraemer noted that cats are
used in neurological research, and that
a colleague wanted cat clones to help
in AIDS research.

Moreover, the work could help in
preserving endangered cat species,
they said.

Wayne Pacelle, senior vice president
for the Humane Society of the United
States, called the new advance “unfor-
tunate news.” Scientists should be
moving away from using animals in

research, and the biggest problem en-
dangered cat species face is habitat
destruction, he said.

As for people who’d like a new ver-
sion of a deceased cat, Pacelle said
many communities have too many cats
for too few homes, and cat cloning
“goes in the opposite direction of
where we need to be.”

People whose cats have died should
“go through a grieving process, and
then go to a shelter and embrace an-
other companion in your household,”
he said.

The kitty clone was the team’s only
success after transferring 87 cloned
embryos into eight female cats. Over-
all, the success rate was comparable to

that seen in other cloned species, the
researchers said. Other mammals
cloned before include sheep, cattle,
goats, pigs and mice.

The researchers tried cloning with
two types of cells from adult cats. The
lone success came in one of the at-
tempts using cumulus cells, which are
found in the ovary, from “Rainbow,” an
adult member of the university’s cat
colony.

The researchers removed the
nucleus from cat eggs and fused the
eggs with cumulus cells. Three were
grown into embryos and implanted in
a female cat. Sixty-six days later, cc
was delivered by Caesarean section.


