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Duties on pintos hurt

MORAN, from Page 1

Mexico. Thepoint wasmadethat there
is no import duties from Canada, but
there is an 80 percent import duty on
those sent to Mexico.

Moran asked if this was part of the
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment, and hewastoldit waswithapro-
vision that the import duty drop three
percent per year.

“Wearehavingtroublegetting help
for our people,” Moransaid, “ because
wearerunningintothefruitsand veg-
etable supporterswho say they arenot
goingtosupport thingsthat would add
competition to them.”

There are congressmen from
Florida, Texasand Californiawho out-
number the other rural people on the
agriculturecommittee,andMoransaid
that iswhy it is getting tough to even
increase payments because these
peopleare not eligible for them.

“Thatiswhy thereisexpandedfund-
ing for conservation programs,” he
said, “because they are eligible for
those.”

ToddAllen, manager of the Caprock
feedyardinLeoti, said heisconcerned
about anamendmentinthe Senatefarm
bill that would prevent packers from
owning cattle. Hesaidthiswould have
adevastating effect on cattle and hog
operationsin Wichita County.

Moran said that issue has not
reached the House yet so he has some
timeto sort it out, and he was |ooking
at both sides of the question.

“Wedon't needlegidlation that puts
limitsonour production,” Goldensaid.
“This stops capital from coming into
our area, andweneedall thecapital we
can get to help attract people to agri-
culture.”

A farmer with land around Elkhart
asked about new provisions for the
Conservation Reserve Program.
Moran said both farm bills raise the
amount of acres eligible, but said he
felt theland should be for those acres

that are highly erodible. He said this
was not the best way to manage pro-
duction.

Hesaidthedetailsareuptothe Sec-
retary of Agriculture, and that the
Ducks Unlimited and Pheasants For-
ever people want to raise the level to
45 million acres.

“What is the proper balance?”
Moran asked.

Several of those present suggested
anincreaseinthenumber of acresat the
$50 per acrelevel would bevery good
at thistime.

“Does this make it harder for the
young farmer to find land?” Moran
asked. “What happens to the young
farmer and the agri businesses?’

Therewasagreement thismight re-
duce the available land, but with the
present economy it wasalsoaquestion
of survivability for the older farmers.

Harlan House, Sherman County
farmer, said, “Why can'twesell wheat
to Pakistan? We haven't spent any of
the export enhancement program
money. Weneedto expand our exports,
but the government has limited our
ability tosell our productstotheworld.

“1 don’t apol ogizeabout taking fed-
eral paymentswhenwedon’'t havethe
ability to export our products,” he
added. “Itisnot fair to the farmer.”

Moran said hehasto justify passing
afarmbill, but saiditisjustifiedtokeep
the food supply domestic. He agreed
that it isan unlevel playing field, and
that many other countries help subsi-
dizetheir farmers.

“It does not allow us to compete
fairly,” Moran said. “| talked to the
secretary of agriculture (Dan
Glickman) and told him we need to
expand exports. Hetold methey were
workingonit, but thenexttimel asked
he said they did not want to rock the
boat.

“Weneedtorock theboat sothereis
an equal opportunity to sell,” he said.

Moran said he met with President
Bushin October when hewaslooking

for support for thefast track trade pro-
posal.

“1toldhim| wantedto support trade,
but didn’t believe the Department of
Agriculture is being proactive for
farmers.”

Moran said Bush came around the
tableand said thisiswhat hewantedto
know about. Bush has appointed a
White House Agriculture advisor,
Chuck Conners.

Gerry Franklin, Sherman County
farmer, wanted to know why therehad
not been an emphasis to make the
country energy independent.

Moransaid agriculturehasalottodo
withthiseffort. Hesaidthat if Califor-
niawasrequiredtocleanuptheirairto
meet the standards it would take
enough ethanol touse40 percent of the
Kansas corn crop.

Hesaid theenergy bill isbeing held
up by concerns about drilling in
Alaska.

Rick Knight of LINK, asked Moran
about hissupport for “Mi Casa’ legis-
lation.

Moran said he has supported thisin
thepast and doesnot seeany reason not
to in the future. The legislation pro-
videsmoney for programsfor thedis-
abledandelderly toalowthemtolive
intheir own homes.

Jay Jolly, Goodland hospital admin-
istrator, asked Moranif therewasany-
thing that can bedoneabout thediffer-
encesinreimbursement ratesbetween
urban and rural hospitals.

Moranagreedthesystemwasbiased
for urban hospitals, and that hewas a
leader of the Rural Health Coalition,
which istrying to equalize the reim-
bursement rates.

On education, Moran said the solu-
tionisnot moretests, but to encourage
moreteacher and student interaction.

“| heardacattlemanoncesay ‘ If you
wantfat cattleyoufeedthemnotweigh
them’” Moran said.

He thanked everyone and said he
awaystriesto make adifference.

Realtors support Moran with donation

By Patty Decker
The Colby Free Press
First District Congressman Jerry
Moran, R-Hays, made a brief stop in
Colby on Tuesday to accept a cam-
pai gn contribution of $1,000 on behal f
of the National Association of Real-
tors.
Theevent, sponsored by theKansas
Associationof Realtors, washeldat the

Colby Country Clubwith membersof
the Goodland, Colby and HaysBoard
of Realtors offering their support for
Moran’s re-election to Congress in
November.

Representingthelocal Board of Re-
altorsat Tuesday night’smeetingwere
Pat Selby of Colby; Rocky Feltis of
Hays; and Rose Anderson of
Goodland.

Internet tonight! 899-2338

At thistime, no one hasfiled chal-
lenging Moran on the Republican
ticket as the deadline for the August
primary of June 10 approaches.

Looking around at the 40 some
people gathered in Colby, Moran
spoke of leadership.

“We can’'t wait for Washington and
Topeka— what we need are leaders
willing to do community service and
joininthefighttoprotect therural val-
ues,” hesaid. “ Unfortunately, and too
often, not enough people are getting
involved in the decision-making pro-
cessandlessthan 50 percent eventurn
out tovote.”
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Congressman Jerry Moran talks with John Golden before speaking to about 40 people who gathered at Safari
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Steakhouse Thursday morning.

Mother proudsonqualified for state

WRESTLING, from Page 1

few of thewrestlershave competed at
the statelevel.

Roxane Brack, busy capturing the
send off on video tape, said she's ex-
tremely excited and proud that her son
Taylor qualified for statebecausehe’s
worked hard for the honor.

She said he's been wrestling since
the third grade and missed qualifying
for stateby onepoint last year and two
pointsthe year before.

“He's been this close every year,”
shesaid, “andthisyear hemadeit. It's

abigdream.”

Brack and Kathy Bahe, mother to
Bryce and Blayze Bahe, said they’re
proud of the entireteam.

“Eventhekidsthat aren’t mineseem
likemine,” Kathy Bahesaid.” They're
agood group of kids.”

She said she hopesthe wrestlersdo
their best, and she' || behappy withany
outcome.

“1 figure they naturally put enough
pressure on themselves,” shesaid.

Thewrestlerssaidthey expecttodo
well at the tournament.

Why?

“Because we're awesome,” saio
Max Saint. “We' rethe Cowboys.”

Taylor Brack attributedtheir success
this season to teamwork.

“Wejust cametogether,” he said.

BlayzeBahesaidthere salittlemore
experience on the team and the wres-
tlershavebeen encouraging each other
towin.

“We' vebeen challenging each other
more,” he said. “ Pushing each other.”

The wrestlers said Blayze's nick-
nameis“Buzz.”

When asked why, Saint said, “He
just ripsthrough people, | guess.”

Redistricting map still in flux in Senate

TOPEKA (AP) — A Senate redis-
tricting plan already approved by that
chamber wonaHousepand’sendorse-
ment Wednesday, but Senate President
Dave Kerr believes Gov. Bill Graves
will probably veto it.

The plan that the House Redistrict-
ing Committee endorsed, on avoice
vote, was drafted by acoalition of the
11 conservative Senate Republicans
and the chamber’s 10 Democrats.

Coalition members said their map
made fewer changes to existing dis-
trictsand was better for their political
prospects than a plan backed by Kerr
and endorsed by the Senate Reappor-
tionment Committee. The coalition
substituted its plan for the one Kerr
favored during Senatedebateandwon
Senate approval.

Kerr, R-Hutchinson, said Wednes-
day the plan approved by the Senate
was “a secret map” that ignored the
committee process and he isworking
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to find abetter map.

“The way it was done, and tactics
used, created al ot of anxiety and many
membersfeel their interestswerevio-
lated,” Kerrsaid.* | wouldbesurprised
if the governor doesn’t vetoit.”

After meeting Wednesday with
Kerr, Graves said he was letting the
processwork itself out beforemaking
adecision.

“I’'m reserving all my options. |
haven'tagreedtosignor notsign,” said
Graves." But, | havereservationsabout
the Senate map.”

Thecoalition plan for Senateredis-
trictingisscheduledforaHousedebate
Monday.

A key difference between the coali-
tion’s plan and the one Kerr favorsis
the treatment of Sen. Janis Lee, D-
Kensington.

TheKerr-backedmapwouldput Lee
and conservative Sen. Stan Clark, R-
Oakley, into asingle new district in

northwest Kansas.

Thecoalition’splanwould collapse
Lee' sdistrict and the area now repre-
sented by Sen. Larry Salmans, R-
Hanston, against whom Democrats
feel Leewould haveabetter chancefor
re-electionin 2004.

Inaddition, all partiesagreethelines
in the coalition’s map for Johnson
County favor conservative Republi-
cans by not combining rural votersin
the southern part with suburban ones
further north.

“My fellow conservative friends
were being harmed,” said Sen. Kay
O’ Connor, R-Olathe, a conservative
who acknowledged drawing thecoun-
ty’sdistrictsfor the coalition.

Membersof theHouseRedistricting
Committee said Wednesday they were
concerned the Senatewoul dn’ t uphold
adeal madeat thebeginning of theses-
siontonot changetheother chamber’

map.
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Michael Downing
General Contractor

Concrete Work « Patios & Decks
+ Garages & Efc. *
* Remodels & Additions

785-626-3529 or 785-626-0060

Karen’s
Cleaning Service
Residential & Commercial

For all of your
cleaning needs. 5
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Call 821-1628 7
785-694-2687
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Residential Real Estate
Farm and Ranch
115 E. 9th » Goodland
Office (785) 899-0500
Toll Free 866-899-0555
Joyce Boehme realtor
Robert Jones owner/broker
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Buffalo Inn Restaurant 1
& Convention Center |

Open daily
Breakfast ® Lunch « Dinner
Parties from 20 to 200 I
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830 W. Hwy 24, Goodland = 785-899-5057

SIGNS-LETTERING & PINSTRIPES
Custom Vinyl & Painting
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We'll always be there for you.
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Jim Alcorn, Agent
1624 S. Main Street
Goodland, KS 67735-0727
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