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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 5:35 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:23 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:36 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 38 degrees
+ Humidity 56 percent
+ Sky mostly cloudy
+ Winds north 32-39 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.45 inches

and falling
* Record High 70° (1932)
* Record Low -6° (1960)

Last 24 Hours*

High 21°
Low 1°
Precipitation .16

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear and very
cold, low 2 below zero, winds north-
west 10-15 m.p.h. Tomorrow: cloudy
with 20 percent chance of snow
showers, high upper 30s, low lower
teens, winds northwest 10-20 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Thursday: mostly cloudy, 30 per-
cent chance of snow, high lower 40s,
low mid 20s. Friday: mostly cloudy

with chance of snow during day.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.61 bushel
Posted county price — $2.52
Corn — $1.86 bushel
Posted county price — $1.79
Loan deficiency payment — 20¢
Milo — $1.59 bushel
Soybeans — $3.77 bushel
Posted county price — $3.73
Loan deficiency payment — $1.19
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Qil current crop — $9.40 cwt.
Nusun — $9.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 33¢
Confection current — $15/$7 cwt.
Pinto beans — $26
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

wire

Late news
from the
Associated

afternoon

K
1p.m.

Drug diluter
pleads guilty

KANSASCITY, Mo. — Mil-
lionaire pharmacist Robert R.
Courtney pleaded guilty today to
federal chargesof dilutingchemo-
therapy drugsgiven to cancer pa-
tients.

Courtney admitted to commit-
ting 158 separate dilutionsfor 34
patients.

Courtney, 49, had been sched-
uledtogototrial March 11 on 20
countsof adulterating, tampering
with and mislabeling the chemo-
therapy drugs Taxol and Gemzar.

If convicted on all counts,
Courtney could have been sen-
tenced to 196 yearsin prison.

Under his agreement to plead
guilty toall 20 counts, prosecutors
will recommend a sentence of 17
1/2to30yearsinfederal prison.In
addition, Courtney must disclose
any other criminal activity hecom-
mitted and any knowledgehepos-
sesses of crimesby others.

Phone
officials
push bill

Law deregulates
Internet connections

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

COLBY — Southwestern Bell offi-
cials swept into western Kansas last
week to push for a bill deregulating
“broadband” Internet connections
whichthey claimwouldhelprural com-
munities prosper and grow.

Thereaction from community lead-
ers, atleastin Colby, seemed|ukewarm
at best. Thebill isset for aSenatehear-
ingtoday in Topeka, whereit'schances
were uncertain at best.

Randy Tomlin, Kansas presi dent of
Southwestern Bell from Topeka, and
other Bell officials met with Colby
civicand businessleaderson Friday to
talk about Senate Bill 606, titled
“Building KansasWithBroadband.” In
astatement, they saiditwill helpsmall
towns attract and retain businesses,
improving the quality of rural life
through high-speed data access for
homes, businesses, hospitals, schools
and local governments.

“Everyone benefits from the pro-
posedlegislation,” Tomlinsaid.“ Con-
sumersbenefit, businessesbenefitand,
most importantly, towns like Colby
benefit. Thisistheright law, the right
time and theright move for Kansas.”

The Bell executives also came to
Goodland for an unannounced session
with somemembersof the Chamber of
Commerce. Thegenera publicwasn’t
invited, but Southwestern Bell issued
apressrelease after the session.

Ron Harding, chamber executive
director, said the Southwestern Bell
representatives talked to community
leaders and had contacted representa-
tives of the city and county. Harding
said the peopl e at the meeting werein-
terested inwhat Tomlin had to say, but
wondered about thefact Goodland had
to provide the list of 500 customers
before the phone company would in-
stall broadband.

“Beforel decideoneway or another
about thishill,” said Gerry Fulwider,
director of the Thomas County/Colby
Chamber of Commerce, on Saturday,
“1 will need more information and an
opportunity to investigateit further.”

Tomlin said that this legislation
would mean acommitment by South-
westernBell tomakebroadband avail-
ableinany community withat |east 500
customers. The community has to
gather thelist of customers, however.

While Fulwider said he believes ar-
easlikeColby and Goodland will soon
havethebroadband capabilitiestocom-
petein the global economy, he said he
has concerns about smaller communi-
ties in northwest Kansas — like
Rexford or Gem.

“Southwestern Bell is a good sup-
porter of our schoolsand hasgiven fi-
nancially to various causes,” he said.
“On the other hand, S & T Telephone

See PHONE, Page 3

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Janet Murguia, aK ansasnativewho
worked in the White House for six
years before moving back last year,
told Goodland Hispanic students on
Thursday that she and her twin sister
Mary were “kind of nerdy” in high
school.

She said they carried big piles of
booksfrom classto classandwerean
easy target for bullies.

“Wewere so uncooal,” the41-year-
oldsaid, asthehigh school and junior
high students giggled in front of her.

Murguia, who grew up in Kansas
City, Kansas, said that didn’t stop
them from studying hard and getting
good grades.

“But you know what,” shesaid. “It
wascool towork intheWhite House.
Itwascool toflyinAir ForceOneand
it was cool to ridein the president’s
motorcade.”

Asthefirst latinato serve asafed-
eral districtjudgeinArizona, Murguia
said Mary has gone from “nerd” to
“way cool,” too.

“We're living proof you can do
what youwant,” shesaid.

Murguia, named executive vice
chancellor for university relations at
theUniversity of Kansaslast summer,
spoke to about 60 Hispanic students
inthe Goodland High School audito-
riumon Thursday afternoon. Sheand
her sister earned three degrees from
KU, including ajuris doctorate from
thelaw school in 1985.

Murguia and Al Bohl, the
university’snew athleticdirector, vis-
ited severa citiesin western Kansas
last week to introduce themselvesto
alumni and meet with prospectivestu-
dents.

Harvey Swager, Goodland High

Janet Murguia, a Hispanic Kansas

native, worked in the White House

~ il

School principal, said he asked
Murguiato talk with Hispanic stu-
dentsherebecausehefelt they would
listentoher advice. Hesaid theschool
isworkingwiththeRegional Preven-
tion Center heretohelpHispanicgirls
feel moreaccepted and improvetheir
grades.

After Murguiatalked for about 45
minutes, theboysweredismissedand
Swager |eft her alone with about 20
younglatinas. CrisL ovington, alatina
who runsthe prevention center, satin
on the session, which lasted until the
last bell rang at 3:20 p.m.

With acompassionate but firm de-
meanor, Murguiatalkedwiththegirls
for morethan an hour about racismin
the classroom, their grades, their
homelives, their dreamsandtheir fu-

B o e g

University of Kansas. She talked with Hispanic students here Thurs-

for about six years before becoming executive vice chancellor at the day about the importance of education.
Photos by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

Education ‘key to cool

About 60 Hispanic high school and junior high students listened and asked questions.

tures. Shetoldthemto stay focused on
their goals and to be proud of their
cultureand ideas, but also to keep an
open mind towardsothers’ beliefs.

“They haveto giveyou achance,”
shesaid, “ but you havetogivethema
chance. They’re going to learn alot
fromyou, andyouwill learnalotfrom
them.”

Many of thegirlsat first responded
with smirks, yawns and comments
about how they couldn’t get good
grades, but they were soon talking
abouttheir plansafter highschool and
resolving to try harder.

Early in the session, freshman
NeldaAguirretold Murguiaschool is
boring and she doesn’t plan to attend
collegeor get ajob after graduation.

“Oh, you think people are just go-

Nness’

ing to give you money because you
look good?’ Murguiaasked.

Aguirre didn’t respond, but she
raised her hand about an hour later to
say, “Hold up. I haveasoft spot. | want
to becomeanurse.”

Other girls said they want to be a
doctor, lawyer, anesthesiologist,
pyrotechnician, chemist and psy-
chologist. One girl named Melissa
said shewantsto design cars.

“Well, go on with your bad self,”
Murguiasaid, “andbeacar designer.”

Shebegan her talk by sayingsheand
her six brothersand sistersgrew upin
a poor, Hispanic community in the
Argentinedistrict of KansasCity, and
all sharedabedroom. Murguiatoldthe

See SPEAKER, Page 6

Medley for children.

Winter melody

Birkley Barnes, Goodland, and 25 other musicians with the Pride
of the Prairie Orchestra performed “A Classic Winter's Tale” at
Colby High School auditorium on Sunday. The concert, directed
by Juliann Groom, included Haydn’s Toy Symphony and Muppet
Photo by Patty Decker/The Colby Free Press

House advances Senate map plan

TOPEKA (AP)—AUill that redraws
the state’s 40 Senate districtsisoniits
away to Gov. Bill Graves — putting
himinaseriouspolitical bind.

The House approved the bill 96-25
today.

A coalitionof the Senate’ s10 Demo-
cratsand 11 conservative Republicans
drafted the redistricting plan and
pushed it through their chamber over
theaobjectionsof SenatePresident Dave
Kerr, R-Hutchinson.

GraveswasinWashington at ameet-
ing of theNational GovernorsAssocia
tion, but has said he had reservations
about theproposal and had not decided
whether hewould vetoit.

Last week, Gravestold The Topeka
Capital-Journal hewill probably need
all 10 Democratic votesin the Senate
for tax increasesto avoid deep cutsin
education and social services.

“So, | findmyselfinakind of atough
situation,” Gravestold the newspaper.
“1"m going to sort of tread lightly here
for afew daysand seewhat devel ops.”

Housemembersfollowedatradition

that each chamber approvestheother’s
redi stricting map unchanged.

Senate coalition memberssaid their
proposal wasfairer to Democrats and
rural legid atorsthanamap endorsed by
the Senate Reapportionment Commit-
tee. Criticssuggestedthecoalitionplan
helps conservative Republicans, par-
ticularly in Johnson County, and in
western Kansas.

Another key difference isthe treat-
ment of Sen. JanisLee, D-Kensington.

In the bill advanced by the House,
Lee would share a district with Sen.
Larry Salmans, R-Hanston. The plan
supported by Kerr would put her in a
districtwith Sen. StanClark, R-Oakl ey,
one Democrats said would be tougher
for her to win. Clark and Lee both
pushed for therebel plan.

Lee said that in an effort to drive a
wedge between the Democrats and
their conservativeRepublican partners,
Kerrlastweek offeredadeal togivel ee
her own district, freeing her from hav-
ing to run against Salmans.

But shewould havetosell outthe 11

GOPconservativeswhojoinedwiththe
Democrats to form the coalition. Lee
said sheisn't willing to do that.

All 21 of the senatorswho voted for
the map signed a letter to Graves | ast
week urging himtosignitinto law.

“We gave our word to them, just as
they gave their word to us,” Lee said.
“Andif either group wasto break that
word, we simply would not be able tc
operatein the Senate again.”

Kerr said he, Leeand Senate Minor-
ity Leader Anthony Hensley, D-To-
peka, talked last week but that he of -
fered the Democratsno dedl.

Kerr hassaid heopposesthemapthe
Senate approved becauseit wasdrawn
in secret.

He said Monday that he hadn’t ex-
pected House members to make any
changes.

“We didn’t expect them to clean up
our problems,” Kerr said. “1t would be
unfair of us.”

Gravestold TheCapital-Journal that
in a meeting last week, Democrats
warned him against vetoing the map.



