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Tribune
wins 1A
regionals

TheTribune boysand girlswon the
top spotsat theregional class 1A bas-
ketball tournament Sunday at M ax
Jones Fiel dhouse.

In the first round Thursday, the
Herndon boys, with arecord of 11-8,
beat 3-14 Brewster 67-49; 5-13 Sharon
Springsbeat 5-12 Cheylin 61-44; and
14-5Weskan beat 2-16 Tri-Plains 78-
49. Tribuneadvanced withabyetothe
semi-finals.

Tribune beat Sharon Springs 61-25
in the semi-finals Saturday, and
Weskan beat Herndon 92-50. Tribune
won 74-63 inthefinals.

In the girls bracket, 7-10 Brewster
beat 6-13 Herndon 50-40 in the first
round Thursday; 14-5 Sharon Springs
beat 5-12 Cheylin 80-40; 7-11 Weskan
beat 7-11 Tri-Plains 52-34; and Tri-
bune advanced on abye.

Inthesemi-finalsSaturday, Wallace
beat Brewster 53-50, and Tribunebeat
Weskan 89-45to advancetothefinals.
Tribunewon 69-51.

The Weskan boys will face
Grainfeld-Wheatland in the sub-state
tournament in Hays 6 p.m. Central
Time Thursday in Hays. Tribune will
play Logan at 7:30 p.m. Cental Time
in Norton.

Inthegirls’ bracket, Sharon Springs
will face Victoriaat 6 p.m. Friday in
Hays, and Tribunewill faceGrainfield-
Wheatland at 6 p.m. Friday in Norton.

cletily news

Weskan Coyote Gunner Tope put up a shot while flanked by Tribune’s
Stacy Cavenee and the Jackrabbit defense on Saturday at Max Jones

Fieldhouse.
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) —
Oklahoma State coach Eddie Sutton
saysBob K night was*hungry to get
back in” after being out of coaching
for ayear.

But Knight, whose remarkable
transformation of theTexasTech pro-
gram has made him atop candidate
for Big 12 coach of theyear, saysit’'s
not true.

“l don’t think so,” said Knight,
whose Red Raiders are 20-6 overall
after winning just ninegamesayear
ago.

Knight sat out ayear after hewas
fired at Indiana for violation of a
zero-tolerance policy. He agreed to
become head coach at Texas Tech
primarily because his old friend
Gerald Myersisathletic director.

Now everyone is scratching their
headsover theway K night hasturned
the Red Raiders around in just one
year. He and Roy Williams, whose
No. 1 Kansasteamistwowinsaway
fromaperfect conferenceseasonthis
year, have emerged as the leading
candidates for Big 12 coach of the
year.

“Everybody’s surprised. But |
don’t think alot of people realized
that Bob inherited a couple of out-
standing basketball players,” said
Sutton, whowent head-to-head with
Knight for many yearsashead coach
at Kentucky.

Knight denies being hungry to get back in’

“Then hedid anexcellent job of go-
ing out and getting some recruits. He
has done an excellent job of blending
that talent together. They’ re running
themotion offenseaswell asl’ veseen
any of histeams.

““The year off made him hungry to
get back in and | think he's probably
doneabetter job of coaching. It hasto
beoneof hisbest jobsof coaching any-
way. He's much more intense than |
saw himthelast couple of yearsat In-
diana.”

Knight takes issue with him, how-
ever.

“One of the great things about
coaching college basketball is you
have a considerable amount of time
from the end of one season to the be-
ginning of the next. | think it makesit
easy to get going again,” hesaid.

“You havealot of time off, you can
leisurely work on plans for the next
season. That's never been a problem
for me.”

It seems that everyone is talking
about No. 1 Kansas' chance of going
unbeatenthroughtheBig 12 season but
one person.

“l saidall alongwe' Il talk about that
whenwehave no morethan onegame
left,” Williams said. “ Our team is not
talking about going undefeated.”

The Jayhawks have one last home
game, Wednesday night against Kan-
sas State, then finish on Sunday at

Missouri, where they’ve not had
much successin recent years.

“We haven't said oneword about
our goingundefeatedinthisleague,”
Williamssaid. “ If andwhenthat one
comes up with one game left, then
we'll havethat asagoal.”

TheJayhawks, 25-2 overall, seem
to be growing with each close win,
such asthe nail-biter they survived
on Sunday at Nebraska.

“I neverfeltlikeweweregoingto
lose,” Williams said. “That’s just
how | felt. | think our kidsfelt confi-
dent downthestretchthat somehow,
some way, we were going to get it
done. If you don’'t have those feel -
ings, it’shardto get over thehump.”

On the subject of players having
good seasonshut getting overlooked
because their team isn’t winning,
Larry Reid jumps off the page.

Kansas State’s point guard has
been asteady beacon, averaging al-
most 15 points and six assistsfor a
teamstrugglingtofinditsowniden-
tity.

“1 think he's been our all-every-
thingfroman offensivestandpoint,”
said Kansas State coach Jim
Wooldridge. “ Someof thethingshe
does doesn’t show up on the stat
sheet. He's a good ball-handler, a
greatinitiator of our offense. Werely
onhimtodoalot of thingsthat don’t
show up on the stat sheet.”

ports

Freshmen boys end season

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The Goodland Cowboys “C” team
endeditsseasonwithal3-6record|ast
Tuesday after falling 65-53 to the
Norton Blue Jays.

The team placed second at ajunior
varsity tournament in Benkelman,
Neb., theprevious Saturday, stomping
theLakesideFalcons37-28beforel os-
ingtothe Dundy County Tigers37-26
in the championship round. Both op-
ponents are from Nebraska.

Earlier that weekend, the Cowboys
defeated the Hoxie Indians 62-55 on
Friday, Feb. 15.

Coach Travis Witman said it was a
great season and the playersmadebig
improvements.

“l amvery proud of theteamandthe
effortthey havegivenall year,” hesaid.

The coach said the home game
against Nortonwasvery up-and-down,
asthe Cowboyshad spurtswherethey
gave up abunch of points.

“Attimeswe played very well,” he
said, “but at times our defense would
break downandwewould giveup sev-
eral basketsinarow.”

TheBlue Jaystook an early lead in
the first quarter, but the Cowboys
bridged the gap, ending the quarter
withal3-13tie.

“It seemed like Norton would get
ahead and we would make arun at
them,” Coach Witman said.

In the second quarter, he said, the
Cowboyshad offensive problemsand
got into some foul trouble. The Blue
Jays outscored Goodland 24-9 and

headed into the second half witha15-
point lead.

The coach said the boys had an ex-
cellentthird quarter, outscoringNorton
18-13andcuttingthelead, butitwasn’t
enough to put them on top.

Despitetheir hardwork inthefourth,
Witman said, they couldn’tquite get it
done.

“Wemade another run at them, get-
tingtowithin6 points,” thecoachsaid.
“However, we had some mental mis-
takesand turned over the ball at some
crucial moments.”

Coach Witman said the Benkelman
tournament wasagood experiencefor
the Cowboys because they played
teamsthat were bigger and older.

“1 thought our boysdid an outstand-
ing job,” he said. “We were forced to
play morephysical thanwhat wewere
used to playing.”

The coach said the game against
L akesidewascloseuntil after halftime,
when the Cowboys forged a 15-point
lead, ending the third quarter, 30-15.
The Falcons outscored Goodland 13-
7 in the fourth quarter, but it wasn’t
enough.

Thechampionshipgameagainstthe
home team was more physical,
Witman said, adding that the Tigers
werebigger and taller.

He said the Cowboys had a shaky
start.

“We had trouble getting on track to
startthegame,” Witmansaid, “ but had
a strong second quarter and were
within 7 points ( 22-15) at halftime.”

Thecoach saidtheCowboyswereat

adisadvantageheadingintothesecond
half becauseWade Taylor sprained his
ankle at the end of the second quarter.

“The boys gave it agallant effort,”
hesaid, “ but Dundy County just over-
powered uson theboardinthe second
half.”

Itwasadifferent story against Hoxie
the night before.

“Weplayedwell against avery good
Hoxieteam,” CoachWitmansaid. “We
jumped out to an early lead and main-
tained it throughout.”

Playing in Hoxie, the Cowboys
ended the first quarter on top, 21-14,
andwentinto halftimewithal4-point
lead.

They waveredabitinthethird quar-
ter, with the Indians outscoring them
18-8, but came back inthefourth, 17-
14, towin.

“We executed and played good de-
fense,” the coach said.

Against Norton, LaneWinter scored
12 points; Brock Lohr, 10; David Liv-
engood, 8; Craig Mason, 7; Derrick
Raymer, 6; Drew Wilkens, 5; Jake
Johnson, 3; and Dan Melia, 2.

Against Lakeside, Livengood and
Winter scored 10each; Taylor, 6; L ohr
and Melia, each 4; Josef Felver, 2; and
Jason McClung, 1.

Against Dundy County, Melia and
Winter each scored 13; L ohr, 5; Mason,
3; and Taylor, 2.

AgainstHoxie, Lohr scored 16; Liv-
engoodand Taylor, each 11; Meliaand
Wilkens, each 6; Raymer and
Hamilton, each 4; and Winter and
Mason, each 2.

Eighth graders win league tourney

The Grant Junior High Mustangs
girls basketball team won the first
round of theNorthwest KansasL eague
tournament Thursday at home, beating
St. Francisinthefirst round 35-17 and
Quinter inthefinals 35-29.

“Weplayed our best baskethall of the
season,” Coach Andy Scheopner said.

Grant outscored St. Francisin the
firstthreequarters, 7-4,9-7,15-2, and
tied 4-4 inthefourth.

Justeen K oehler led scoringwith 17
points, nine rebounds, one assist and

five steals. Chelsea Gray had eight
points, norebounds, oneassistandfive
steals.

Melissa Swager was 4, 2, 0, 2; Jor-
dan Frazier 3,1, 1, 5; Morgan Titus 2,
2,0,0;LishaTedford1,2,6,1; Katrina
Cotter 0,4, 0, 2; Megan Rubio0, 3, 1,
1; Courtney Deines0, 0, 1, 1; Tatum
Schultz 0, 0, 0, 2; Kali Rietcheck 0, 1,
0,0.

Inthesecondround, Grant outscored
Quinter 11-9inthefirst quarter and 7-
6 in the second. Quinter scored 8 to

Grant’s7inthethird, andtheMustangs
topped the fourth 10-6.

ThreeMustangsscored. Koehler led
scoringwith 22 points, 13 rebounds, nc
assists, and one steal. Swager had
sevenpoints, 10rebounds, threeassi st
andnosteal sand Frazier had six points,
six rebounds, three assists and nc
steals.

Tedford had two rebounds, one as-
sist and no steals. Gray had 0, 1, 0, 4;
Rubio 0, 1, 1, O; Cotter 0, 1, 0, 1;
Schultz0, 1,0, 1; and DeinesO0, 0, 1, 0.

Rockies’ players ready to start exibitions

TUCSON,Ariz. (AP)—Playersare
more eager to get into the exhibition
phase of the spring than coaches,
Rockies manager Buddy Bell said.

“1 think as playersyou alwayswant
to get into the games right away,” he
said. “As coaches, you want to make
sureyou have pretty much covered all
that you can.

“We won't be able to cover every-
thing beforeour first game, but wewill
have done most of the important fun-
damentals.”

TheRockieswill play anintrasquad
game on Wednesday, then meet the
University of Arizona on Thursday.
They will opentheir exhibitionseason
Friday against the San Diego Padresat
Hi Corbett Field.

“Intrasquad games mainly benefit
the pitchers,” Bell said. “Pitchers are
way ahead of the hittersat thispoint.

““Most of our hittersarepretty much
arm-weary at thispoint, sol don't see
them doing much for another week or
sointermsof being productive.”

Hitterswill catchup soon, Bell said,
because “we' ve probably taken more
swingsin this camp than in any other
camp |’ ve been around.”

Bell saidafew Rockiesregularswill
play against thelocal collegeteam.

Hewasn't sureif the Wildcats will
be allowed to use aluminum bats.

“I don’t know what the history has
been,” hesaid.

TheRockiesplannedtoconsult with
theAtlantaBraves, who play the Uni-
versity of Georgia, also on Thursday.

lopeka native could come back to majors

HAINES CITY, Fla. (AP) — Rick
DeHart was pitching for a Topeka
semipro team last summer, but could
bepitchinginthemajorsagainthisyear
down Interstate 70 with the Kansas
City Royals.

DeHart, a Topeka native who went

toWashburnUniversity andgrew upa
Royalsfan, wasaleft-handedreliever
for parts of three seasons, 1997-99,
with the Montreal Expos.

He went to spring training in 2000
withthe LosAngeles Dodgers.

“1 got hurt pitching against Kansas

University of Kansas speaker grew up in poor neighborhood

SPEAKER, from Page 1

students that she understands the ob-
staclesthey arefacing.

“When Dad got laid off,” she said,
“we had to get food from the govern-
ment. | know what it’sliketo be poor,
to haveto overcome.”

But, she said, it's not impossible to
do whatever you want, if you work
hard and get an education.

Her brother Carlosisthefirstlatino
federal district judge in Kansas and
Ramon graduated from Harvard Law
School and is board chairman of La
Raza, aprominent Hispanic organiza-
tion.

Her other siblings are college-edu-
cated and have successful careers.

“1 want you to recognizeand under-
standthat if my brothersand sisterscan
doit,” shesaid, “there’ snoreasonwhy
youcan'tdoit.”

Murguiasaid for fiveyearsshewas
deputy director of congressional af-
fairsfor President Bill Clintonand had

anofficeinthewest wing of theWhite
House.

She said she worked on Al Gore's
campaignin2000, andwhenhelost she
had opportunitiesto stay in Washing-
ton, but decidedtocomehometoKan-
Ssas.

Murguiasaidthereason shewanted
towork inhigher educationisbecause
it'sthekey to abetter life.

Shetoldthe studentsthat they don't
haveto hatetheir job. They can go to
collegeandfind somethingthat makes
them happy.

“You can work, or you can look for
other opportunities that are more re-
warding,” shesaid.

“Dream about what it is that you
wanttodo. Anythingispossibleinthis
country,” shesaid

Being poor or Hispanicisnoexcuse,
shesaid.

“Get scholarships, loans, grants,
work study,” she said. “You may feel
cultural obstacles, but beinglatino, that
was no burdenfor me.”
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A few girlssaidthey feel liketeach-
erstreat them unfairly and have the
attitude that they don’'t belong in the
u.s.

Murguiasaidthestudentsshouldtry
to see things from the teachers' point
of view.

“ Sometimes people are scared of
change and of different people,” she
said.

“Sometimes we need to take on
more than we should.

“First you're awoman and then
you're alatino. Use that as an oppor-
tunity toshow themthat they shouldn’t
be scared,” shesaid

“1 knowitsoundsunfair, but youcan
show themthat you can be successful.
Peoplewill understandthat and appre-
ciateit,” shesaid.

If that doesn’ t work, shetol d thestu-
dents, they needtotaketheproblemto
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the principal, or anyone who will lis-
tenand help.

“Youall haveavoice,” shesaid,“and
when you put themtogether, it sounds
pretty loud.”

A boy named L ucasasked Murguia
if shehasayounger sister.

She said she has a female cousin
about hisage.

“Isshehot?’ heasked.

“She’s hot and she’'s smart,”
Murguiareplied. “What about you?’

Brewster All-Star Booster Club

Tuesday, Feb. 26 - HS BB Sub-State
Wednesday, Feb. 27 - NWKESC Gifted Seminar “Ancient &

Modern Marvels”

Tournament.

A girl in the audience said Lucas
doesn’t try to get good grades. Lucas
said theteachersare mean.

Alot of thestudentsagreedwithhim,
but had changed their mindsafter talk-
ing with Murguia.

“Insomeclasses| felt like | wasn't
wanted,” sophomoreCrisy Hernandez
said after the session, “but now | feel
likel shouldbethere. Youhaveto show
them you' re not better than they are,
but you areequal.”

Friday, March 1 - End of 3rd Quarter; HS BB Sub-Sate

Saturday, Feb. 23 - HS BB Sub-Sate Tournament.
Monday, Feb. 25 - State Basketball Tournament at Hays

City. Four dayslater, | pitched against
Montreal in anight game and on my
firstpitch| feltasharp painthroughmy
arm,” DeHart recalls.
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Go Bulldogs!
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