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“It must have been that time your brother
brought his portable over!”

for better or for worse by lynn johnston
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dilbert by scott adams
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FOR SECURITY, I GUESS... FOR

THE SECURITY OF KNOWING THAT
THERE'S AT LEAST ONE CREATURE
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big nate by lincoln pierce
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Pictures of ex-wife haunt widow

DEAR ABBY: My husband,
“Tom,” had aheart attack and died
six months ago. | was his second
wife. He was married to his first
wife, “Becky,” for seven yearsbe-
fore their divorce. They split up
because Becky found someone
who made more money. Five
years later, Tom married me. We
had seven happy years together.
There were no children in either
marriage.

It took a month before | felt
strong enough to go through
Tom's personal belongings. He
owned one wallet. Sadly, there
were no picturesof mein hiswal-
let, even though we had studio
portraits taken together on two
occasions and | had given him
wallet-sized prints.

What | did find hidden in his
wallet were two small snapshots
of Tom and Becky, taken when
they were newlyweds. | was

daily horoscopes

Your
Birthday

Thursday, Feb. 28, 2002

In the year ahead, you won't wait
for Lady Luck to makethings hap-
pen. To your credit, you will do
whatever it takes to get the ball
rolling and, in the process, pick up
many gems along the way.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) —
Sometimes it's whom we know
that gets us where we want to go,
but, it'll be strictly what you know
that will be the most significant
factor in achieving success. Know
where to look for romance and
you'll find it. The Astro-Graph
Matchmaker instantly reveals
which signs are romantically per-
fect for you. Mail $2.75 to Match-
maker, c/o this newspaper, P.O.
Box 1758, Murray Hill Station,
New York, NY 10156.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) —
Although you like a buddy hang-
ing around most of the time, this
might irk you should you find this
person to be more of a hindrance
than a supporter. Go it alone.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) -
Start off small , instead biting off
more than you can chew. It might
not be so easy to drop some of the
work you started. You could get
overwhelmed.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) —
Should you do something foolish
money-wise, it's apt to be alulu,
S0 your best policy is to leave fi-
nancial matters to another day,
when you may have better luck.
CANCER (June21-July 22) — Get
your mind off yourself ,and try to
be as cooperative with others as
possible. Any evidence of self-
centeredness will be met with dis-
dain.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — Tasks
or responsibilitieswill not get done
on their own power. You're going
to have to do them one way or an-
other. The longer you wait, how-
ever, the more they’ll compound
themselves.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — In-
vestigate all aspectsof an endeavor
before you plunk done any of your
hard cash on them. It’s good to be
enthusiastic about things, but real -
ism must precede this.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — It's
very unlike you, yet you might
absent-mindedly do something that
smacks of favoritism, and end up
hurting one who is important to
you. Watch your actions.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) —
Hold your trump card as long as
possible . There is a good chance
that your opposition will try to wait
you out in hopes of you making a
silly move, and end up asthejoker.
SAGITTARIUS(Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
— Anassociate might pledge afair
share in a collective investment,
but when it comes time to deliver
she or he may be nowhere to be
found. Get the funds up front.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) —
There'sapossihility that you could
be your own worst enemy if you
fail to be cooperative when needed.
Holding out for a better deal may
yield you a hig, fat zero.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) —
Indifference or procrastination
may cause you to fail to recognize
opportunitiesthat could be benefi-
cia to your general welfare. Be
aert and ready to act.

abigail
van buren

®dear abby

stunned. In al the years we were
married, if Becky’s name was
mentioned, Tom made nothing but
negative remarks about her.

| feel certain they were not hav-
ing an affair, but | can't help but
wonder if Tom still loved her.
Whenever | ask anyone, the per-
son tells me what | want to hear
— that thefact he could never say
a kind word about Becky proves
that he loved me. Abby, what are
your thoughts on this? Please be
straight with me. — HURTING
IN VIRGINIA

DEAR HURTING: OK. There
are many reasons why people
keep souvenirs. It doesn't always
mean that the personiscarrying a
torch. It's possible that your hus-
band carried the old snapshots to
remind him how lucky he was to
haveyou in hislifeinstead of the
woman he had trusted who had
caused him so much pain.

| know it’s convoluted thinking,
but since Tomisnolonger hereto
explain it, please hold a good
thought. I'm surethe pictures had
nothing to do with his feelings
about you, with whom he spent
seven happy years.

P.S. Wouldn't it beironic if the
pictures were there because Tom
never bothered to clean out his
wallet?

DEAR ABBY: As a first-time
writer who loves your column, |
am desperate for your advice.

| am 31, and for the past seven
years have been married to aman
| dearly love. We adopted two
wonderful children who have
made my life complete. Every day
| thank God for the miracle he has
given me by sending these pre-
cious little onesto us.

The problem I'm facing now
seems insurmountable: My hus-
band no longer wantsto work. He
was working before we adopted
the kids, but now he won't stay
on ajob morethan afew weeks at
atime.

I love my children too much to
put them through the heartache of
doing without — and | don’t want
them growing up with their dad
asthiskind of role model.

Asmuch as| love my husband,
| am at the point of asking him to
leave. Would it be wrong for me
to do that, Abby? — ON THE
BRINK IN KINGSMOUNTAIN,
N.C.

DEAR ON THE BRINK: Be-
fore doing anything drastic, con-
sider this: Your husband could be
ill, depressed or drug-dependent.
Insist he see his physician for a
complete physical exam — and
possibly counseling to explain his
sudden change in behavior.

Pauline Phillips and her daugh-
ter Jeanne Phillips share the
pseudonym Abigail Van Buren.
Write  Dear Abby  at
www.DearAbby.com or PO. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 900609.

celebrity cipher

by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. Today's clue: I equals ¥

‘UCBDRBDS BT C DCBA RN
ZLBHL B YCTRXD WI BPXCT.’
— (YMXDHL HGJBTR UCBDRXM)
SXNMSXT JMCVGX

PREVIOUS SOLUTION: “Music is medicine that's pleasant to take.’-- Odetta

‘| epitomize America." — John Denver

daily crossword

ACROSS wood

1. Share 42. Poisonous
6. Piratecaptain  snake

10. Organic 43. Shrill barks
compounds 45, Twisted

12. Plunder 47. Sheik’s robe
14. Unfasten 50. Water boiler
15. Japanese 52. Thataway
martial art 54. Pack animals
16. Breaksthe 58. Range
rules 59. Hidden

18. Min. fraction 60. Kyoto cash
19. Joint problem 61. Copper coin
21. Athletic

competition DOWN

23. Brynner of 1. Q Math proof
“Westworld” abbr.

24. Mother rabbit 2. Put into service
26. Reddish- 3. Hall-of-Famer
brown horse Mel

29. Baseball stat 4. Instruct

30. Utmost 5. Curved
degree 6. Crusty roll
32. Sitdown 7. Vex

heavily 8. Speakeris
34. Potatobuy  platform

36. Tauntingcry 9. Kind of ranch
37. Cravat 11. That ship
38. Distort, as 12. Hubby
data 13. Dwarf with
40. Longbow spectacles
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