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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 5:36 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:21 a.m.
* Sunset, 5:37 p.m.

Midday Conditions

* Soil Temperature 31 degrees
* Humidity 51 percent
« Sky partly sunny
* Winds west 11 m.p.h.
+ Barometer 30.07 inches

and steady
* Record High 72° (1932)
* Record Low -9° (1962)

Last 24 Hours*

High 22°
Low 0°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight; clear and cold, low near
10, winds west 5-10 m.p.h. Tomor-
row: partly sunny, high mid 40s, low
upper teens, 60 percent chance of
snow.

Extended Forecast
Friday: mostly cloudy, high mid
20s, 60 percent chance of snow.
Saturday: partly cloudy, high upper
20s, low 0-5. Sunday: partly cloudy,
high mid 40s, low near 10.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.60 bushel
Posted county price — $2.50
Corn — $1.86 bushel
Posted county price — $1.78
Loan deficiency payment — 21¢
Milo — $1.59 bushel
Soybeans — $3.83 bushel
Posted county price — $3.74
Loan deficiency payment — $1.18
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.30 cw.
NuSun — $9.60 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 33¢
Confection current — $15/$7 cwit.
Pinto beans — $26
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

U.S. to train
foreign troops

WASHINGTON — Hundreds
of U.S. troopscould be sent to the
former Soviet republicof Georgia
to help train its military to fight
guerrillas linked to the al-Qaida
terrorist network.

“So long as there’s al-Qaida
anywhere we will help the host
countriesroot them out and bring
them to justice,” President Bush
said today.

BushsaidU.S.aidto Georgiain
the fight against terrorists would
be" mostly equipment and techni-
cal advice.” Hetold reportersit
would be in keeping with his
promise to fight terrorism every-
where.

Though Georgia has asked for
military assistance, the two gov-
ernments have not approved any
specific plan, whichis“still very
muchintheformativestages,” said
Gen. Peter Pace, vicechairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

State bans new admissions at center

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

The state has banned Wheat RidgeAcres Re-
tirement Community in Goodland from admit-
ting new residentsbecauseinspectorsclaimthe
facility didn’'t have sufficient written plans for
handling special health or diet needs.

A newsrel easesaidtheK ansasDepartment of
Health and Environment issued an order on Fri-
day prohibiting new admissionsat Wheat Ridge,
707 Wheat Ridge Circle, until two mistakes
found during an inspection are corrected.

It said the deficiencies significantly and ad-

versely impact health, safety, nutrition or sanita-
tionfor residents” at thefacility, whichopenedin
May 2000.

Therelease said stateinspectorsvisited Wheat
Ridge on Feb. 6, 7, 11 and 12 to conduct an an-
nual survey. Judith Cloyd, Wheat Ridgeoperator,
saiditwasthefirsttimethestatehasinspectedthe
assisted living center.

A copy of theinspection said thetwo deficien-
cies found were first that “the facility failed to
develop awritten negotiated service agreement
based on the service needs of the resident,” and
secondthat “thefacility failed to provideor coor-

dinatethe provision of health care services.”

MikeHeideman, adepartment spokesman, said
sted living centersare required to have aser-
viceagreement for every resident that stateswhat
the needs of theresident areand what thefacility
will do to meet those.

The inspection said that a Wheat Ridge
resident’s negotiated service agreement didn’t
include plansfor how to monitor health and pro-
vide a sufficient diet. It said doctors required a
residenttohaveadiabeticdiet. Italsosaidthat the
resident was at risk of falling, and did fall twice
and had to be hospitalized.

Wheat Ridgedid not check the blood pressure
of aresident daily, the state said, although it was
required, anddidn’thaveaplanfor howtohandle
aresident whowasat risk of falling.

A correctionorder fromthedepartment stating
how the deficiencies should befixed said thefa-
cilitywill collaboratewitheachresident, andtheir
family, lawyer or casemanager, todevel opawrit-
ten service agreement based on needs or prefer-
ences.

Theorder said Wheat Ridge will also provide

See BAN, Page 4

Hospital
to spend
$32,500

County will buy
half of ambulance

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Daily News

Theboard of the Goodland Regional
Medical Center approved applying
$32,500fromthehospital budget tobuy
an ambulance at its regular meeting
Monday.

Thesecondhand ambulancewill cost
$65,000, and the Sherman County
commissioners plan to contribute hal f
of themoney fromthecounty’ sbudget.

Theusedambulancewill replaceone
that drivers have said will only go 65
miles per hour and had had two tires
blow out recently. Sinceitisillegal to
pass an emergency vehicle with its
lights on, they said, the ambulance
could causetraffic problemsontheln-
terstate.

The*“new” ambulance comes com-
plete with all the equipment it needs,
leaving the hospital with extra equip-
ment to sell.

The board decided that what to do

By Doug Stephens

given to Northwest Kansas Technical College by Verizon Wireless.

ond-year student Justin Foster some of the cellular testing equipment

Grant beefs up college program

withtheold ambulanceand equipment
isamanagement decision.

Northwest Kansas Technical Col-

The Goodland Daily News

-
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companiestotraintheir employeesin
Kansas. Hoffman said cellular and
radio frequency technology is one

The hospital had $5,553 income
fromoperationsinJanuary, Andy L aue,
chief financial officer, said, the first
operating profit thehospital hasseenin
along time. Last January, he said, the
hospital hada$30,0001ossfromopera-
tions.

The hospital’s net income for Janu-
ary was $28,471, L aue said, $5,000
morethan last January.

In other business:

» Lauesaidthehospital had accepted
aliability insurance package from
Kammeco at $46,550 ayesr.

» Theboard approved appointment of
Dr. Dan Golden, achiropractor, to the
affiliate support staff.

e Administrator Jay Jolly said Dr. Sue
Jennings had declined the board’s of -
fer to continue her privileges, saying
that shecould not afford maintainmal -
practiceinsuranceintwo states. Sheis
practicingin Nebraska.

« Jolly said the hospital would need
tobuy another x-ray machinewithinthe
next year.

The hospital is buying a good used
one from Hays, but has had to repair
another machineandwill soonneedto

lege has gotten a$57,305 grant from
thestateto beef upitscommunications
technology program.

The Kansas Department of Com-
merce and Housing awarded three
training equipment grants after re-
viewing six applications.

Theschool boughtacellular system
analyzer, aradio service monitor test
set for second-generation digital cel-
lular technology, a site master and a
communications test suite through
Verizon Wirelessfor $70,000.

“Verizon gave us a good break,”
saidDerek Reilley, awirelesscommu-
nicationsteacher. “ It should havecost
us$140,000.”

To qualify for thegrant, the school
hadtomatchitwithaprivatedonation.
Verizondonatedauseddigital cell site
and accessories.

If it had been new, said Richard
Hoffman, vice-president of the col-
lege, they would have been worth
$400,000.

Thecollegeoriginaly appliedfora
$70,000 grant, but Reilley said heis
happy with what they got.

“Wenever would havebeen ableto

Student Justin Foster tried out a cell site monitor donated to the school
by Verison Wireless.

get this test equipment without the
grant funding,” hesaid. “Itwasarea
plusfor us.”

The college is the only public
school in Kansas, and possibly the
country, which provides awireless

communication program, said
Hoffman. ThereisaMotorolatrain-
ing school outside of Chicago and a
Nortel training complex in Dallas, he
said, but these are private. The
college’'sprogram will allow Kansas

fieldwhichwill hopefully stay strong
during the economic downturn.

TheDepartment of Commerceand
Housing sayssupportsschoolswhich
train for key industries and help cre-
ate jobs, said Holley Sellers,
workforce training specialist for the
department.

Thetraining grant is the only one
whichisgivendirectly toschools, said
Sellers, but there are three corporate
training programswhich giveprefer-
encetocompanieswhichchooseKan-
sasschools.

Thegrant program hasbeenadmin-
istered by the department since 1996
andhasawarded41 grantsinthattime.
Theprogramwasoriginally runby the
Kansas Technol ogy EnterpriseCorp.,
but Sellers said it was moved to be
aligned with the rest of the state’s
workforcetraining programs.

Thecollegeisapplyingforthegrant
againfor next year, but Hoffman said
heisn’t sure the money will still be
availablewith the state budget cuts.

Verizon has donated more equip-
ment whichtheschool hopesto apply
towards next year’sgrant.

replaceit.

Ranchers look to shake up cattle industry with yak meat

By Nick Wadhams
Associated Press Writer

DENVER — Theyak hasgrazed in the high-
landsof Nepal and Tibet for centuries. If rancher
Bob Hassegetshisway, thousands of thehump-
backed, shaggy beasts will roam the American
West, too.

With its low-fat meat and hardy disposition,
theyak figures prominently in Hasse's plansto
stir up the beef industry.

HassebdievesAmericanscould beintroduced
toanew, healthier kind of meat if rancherscould
be persuaded to join the yak revolution.

Theyak industry is till tiny, with fewer than
2,000 head in the country valued at about $6
million. Thebeef industry, with96 millionhead,
generates $30 billion each year.

Yak meat isfeatured on menusin somerestau-
rants and is available from ranchersin several
western states.

Sofar, yak rancherssay, thosewho havetried
the meat cannot get enough of it. Juicier than
other low-fat meats, its taste lies somewhere
between that of heef and veal

“The worst comment |’ ve ever had isit tastes
just like beef, and that’s not abad negative com-
ment,” said Hasse, owner of Desert End Yaksin
Montrose, 175 miles southwest of Denver.

Yaksal sorequirelesscarethan cattle, ranchers

Some ranchers have experimented with yak-
cattle crossbreeds that retain many of the yak’s
traits.

Yak meat hasfound asmall nichein specialty
stores and some restaurants where patrons can
afford the higher price.

Yak cutscan betwoto four timesasexpensive
asthe same cuts of beef.

“Everyone gave me ahard timewhen | said |
wasdoingyak becausethenamejust soundssilly,
but the response was amazing,” said chef Chad
Schothorn, owner of the upscale Cosmopolitan
restaurant in Telluride.

Schothorn serves yak thinly dliced, for about
$28aplate, thoughit cana sobemadeintoaburger
or servedinstrips. Heplansto serveyak at ashow-
casefor thenation’ shest young chefsat the James
Beard Housein New York inAboril.

Yaks, smaller and lighter than cattle, areindis-
pensableintheHimalayas, wherethey havebeen
used as pack animalsfor 5,000 years. Their soft
hair is made into wool and their tailsare sold in
Indiaasfly swatters. Yak dungfuelscookingfires
at high atitudeswherewoodisn’t available.

Accustomed to living at 14,000 feet, yakstol-
erate cold better than cattle and eat less. Unlike
cattle, they don’t stray as much, don’t need help
givingbirthanddon’t need expensivefeed supple-
mentslike corn.

All those traits come through when yak and
cattleare bred together, ranchers say.

“| started crossbreeding yak and cow becausel
wanted to make them have pretty colors,” said
Jerry McRoberts, who has been breeding yak
since 1987 at hisranchin Gurley, Neb. “ Thenwe
found out the meat wasthe best therewas.”

Yet even yak ranchers acknowledge that gain-
ing wider acceptance will be aformidable chal-
lenge. Theexotic meat market isalready crowded
with animalsfrom ostrich to elk, many of which
have lost popularity after promises they would
revolutionizethe cattleindustrv.

“This sort of thing has happened with [lamas,
emus and ostriches,” said George Seidel, abio-
medical sciences professor at Colorado State
University. “Some people promote it, some
people make some money, but therereally isn't
that much of amarket.”

Bison, alsotoutedfor itshealthy meat, hashad
the most success, though that industry isin tur-
moil because of oversupply.

A mix of buffalo and cow called the beefalc
never really caught on, so many wonder why &
yak crosswould.

Inaddition, whilefemal eyak-cow crossesare
fertile, bullsare sterile.

But ranchers say yaksaren't nearly ashard to
takecareof asbison. And unlike bison, yak meat
isjuicy.

For Phil Wykle, owner of theWykleYak Ranch
in Kooskia, Idaho, that has meant a tidy profit
from his85 head of yak.

“l wasthefodder for gossipinnorthernldaho,”
Wykle said, “but the local ranchers have gotten
over laughing at mesince now I’ m the one buy-
ina new bickunsinstead of old ones.”



