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Shehadnot hitafieldgoal al night,
butwiththeclock runningoutinover-
time and the Cowgirls down by a
point, Anny McCoy took ashot from
about 10 feet. Nothing but net.

Thebasket gavethe Cowgirlsa49-
48 win over the Norton Lady Blue
JaysWednesday at Max Jones Field-
house in the sub-state quarterfinals.

Thewin propelsthe Cowgirlsinto
the semi-final round tonight, when
they will face the Colby L ady Eagles
at5p.m. at Pratt Community College.
Thiswill bethethird meeting between
thetworival teamsthisyear. TheL ady
Eagles have won both previous
battles.

ThelL ady EaglesaretheNo. 1 seed
inthesub-statetournament, andit will
be a tough assignment for the Cow-
girls. At least there will not be any
home court advantage. Pratt High
School ishostingthesub-statetourna-
ment thisyear.

“1 think we' re abetter teamto rep-
resent our district,” said Cowgirl
Coach Connie Livengood after the
win over Norton. “ Thegirlshave not
risen to the occasion against Colby.
We have been very tenseinthe previ-
Ous games.

“In the past several games, every-
onehasshownup, and | believeinmy
team,” she said. “When we play like
wedid tonight, we can make adiffer-
ence.”

The Cowgirls headed for Pratt at
10:40a.m.,andwill play inthefirst of
two semi-final gamesat 5p.m. Moun-
tainTime. Thegamewill bebroadcast
on KLOE radio. Theother semi-final
pitts Scott City against Larned.

Coach Livengood said the nuetral
siteshould makeit better for the Cow-
girls,whoonly tworoad|ossesinclud-
ing the oneto the Lady Eagles.

Should the Cowgirlswin, they will
advancetothesub-statechampionship
Saturday. Wednesday night, the girls
werejust glad to come out withawin.

“We know you like them close,”
Cowgirl Jayci Stone said to several
members of the audience after the
game.

Coach Livengood said when the
girlsgottheball inthelast 10 seconds,
they had called a play called “ Cow-
girl,” andshehad put McCoy andErica
Mannback inthelineupfor their offen-
sive strength.

A charging foul on Brenner had
given the ball back to Norton with 10
seconds left. After a Goodland time
out, Nortoninboundedtheball andthe
officials called another foul on
Brenner. It washer fifth, and shewent
to the bench with 8.2 seconds | eft.

Norton’sKristen M addy stepped up
to the free throw linewith achanceto
salt the game away . Both teamswere
in the bonus, but Maddy missed the
front end of the one-and-one.

The rebound went to the Cowgirls,
whopassedit down courttoMcCoy for
her winning shot.

The Lady Blue Jays called time out
with two secondsremaining, but were
unableto get aclean shot away before
the buzzer.

“We never lost faith,” Livengood
said. “We played with patience both
insideand outsidetonight. Everybody
played well.

“We expected more pressure, but
instead Norton decidedtomakeuswin
from outside, and we did well. Then
when they came out to challenge our
outside peoplewe hit frominside.”

Thefirst periodwasclose, with sev-
eral ties and lead changes. With 3:21
remaining, Jessica Osborn lit up the
crowd with her first 3-point basket to
givetheCowgirlsa9-6lead. However,
the Lady Blue Jays responded with a
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Cowgirls pull off overtime win against Lady Blue Jays
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It was Sloan’s fifth
foul, and Brenner
made both shots to
give the Cowgirls a
41-40 |ead.

Mann made it a
three-point lead, 43-
40 with one minute
left, but Walter tiedit
againwithanother 3-
point basket.

Nortontook atime
out with 34 seconds
left, and the crowd
were on their feet as

six point runto lead 12-9 at the end of
the quarter.

Norton extended their lead to 14-9
beforethe Cowgirlswent ontheir own
scoring run of 10 points to turn it
aroundandlead19-14. Therunstarted
with two free throws by McCoy, two
more 3-point basketsby Osbornand a
basket by Stone.

With 2:05 left in the half, the Cow-
girl led 23-16. A free throw and a 3-
point basket by Norton’s Abbey
Keiswetter cut itto 23-20 at thebreak.

The Cowboy wrestling team, State
Class 4A Runner-Up, was honored at
halftime, with Coach Randy Bahe
thanking everyone for their support
duringtheseason. School board mem-
ber Ron Schillingintroduced the state
qgualifiers, and Wilmer Bahe have a
quick review of the Cowboy’ sseason.

The ceremony delayed the start of
the second half for afew minutes, and
afew of the Norton fans objected.

Thethird quarter has not been kind
tothe Cowgirlsmost of theseason, and
this appeared to be another of those.
They could not buy abasket for thefirst
four minutes. They were playing well
ondefense, andallowedthelL ady Blue
Jays only one basket and three free
throwsto fall behind 25-23 with 4:25
remaining.

Osborn broke the scoring drought
with her fourth 3-point basket at the
3:54 mark. It was immediately
matched by a 3-pointer by Norton’s
Megan Walter.

Cowgirl Hayley Jarmin entered the
gameand with 2:59 | eft hit one of two
freethrowsto cut themarginto 28-27.
Shethen hit two tough inside shotsto
give the Cowgirls a 31-28 lead with
1:25 remaining.

Not to be outdone, Norton’sWalter
hit another 3-point basket to tie the
gamewith 28 second left inthethird.

The Cowgirls were playing for the
last shot and with time running out,
EricaManntook ashot fromthetop of
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the key that bounced high above the
basket and fell through as the buzzer
sounded to give the Cowgirlsa33-31
lead.

Norton’s Keiswetter hit a 3-point
basket early in the fourth quarter to
retake the lead, but it was short lived
asMann’sbasket 15 secondslater gave
it back to the Cowgirls, 35-34

Norton’sLindsay Hager returnedthe
favor, but Mannagainansweredtogive
the Cowgirls the lead. A basket by
Jarmin madeit athree-point |lead with
four minutes|eft.

After Norton had taken atime out,
Walter hit a 3-point basket to tie the
gameat 39with 3:23leftinregulation.

Therewerethreefoulscalled onthe
Lady Blue Jays on the next three pos-
sessions to makeit six for the second
half. However, the Cowgirlswereun-
abletoturnany of thepossessionsinto
points, and with 2:09 remaining, afoul
on the Cowgirl’s Stone sent Hager to
thefreethrow line. She hit one of two
shotsto give Norton a40-39 lead.

Moments later, afoul on Norton's
Stef Sloan put the Cowgirl’s Lacey
Brenner at thelinefor aone-and-one.

the Cowgirls played
for thelast shot. The
Cowgirlstook atimeout with 9.1 sec-
onds left to set up the final shot, but
when Osborn threw up the shot, it
sailed off and the buzzer sounded.

The Cowgirls controlled thetip in
the overtime, and Mann’ shasket gave
Goodlandatwo pointlead, 45-43with
three minutes | eft.

Norton’sK eiswetter turneditaround
with a3-point basket to makeit 46-45
in favor of the Lady Blue Jays at the
2:45 mark. Another basket by Maddy
madeit athree-point Norton lead, 48-
45 with 1:30 remaining.

A foul on Norton’s Hager put
Steviel ee Raymer at the line for two
freethrowswith 1:191eft. Shehit both
to cut thelead to one point.

Nortonwentintoastall totry topro-
tect their lead. The Cowgirls took a
timeout with 47 secondsto talk things
over.

On the inbounds, the Cowgirlstied
uptheball, butthejumparrow favored
the Lady Blue Jays. Goodland’s
DanielleHellerudwascalledfor afoul
with 34.2 secondsleft. It wasthe sev-
enth foul on the Cowgirls and put
Norton's Keiswetter at the line for a

Max Jones Fieldhouse.

one-and-one. Shemissed thefirst shot
andtherebound went to the Cowgirls.

Itlookedlikethe Cowgirlswould get
thelast shot when Brenner was called
for acharge with 10 secondsleft. She
left two secondslater after her fifthfoul
put Norton's Maddy at the free throw
line.

WhenMaddy missedthefreethrow,
theCowgirlsgot therebound, but there
were less than eight seconds left. A
couple of quick passes put the ball in
the hands of McCoy, who put upa10-
foot jumper over pressure from a
Norton player in front of her. The ball
sailed straight throughthenet to put the
Cowgirlsin the drivers seat. Norton
wasunableto get ashot off inthefinal
two seconds, sealinganexcitingfinish
asthe Cowgirlswon 49-48.

Itwasthesecond nightinarow fora
Goodlandteamtowininovertimewith
the Cowboys winning Tuesday at
Ulysses, 67-63to advancetothesemi-
finals. The Cowboysplay Scott City at
5 p.m. Mountain Time Friday at the
Pratt Community College.

Osbornledthe Cowgirl scoringwith
12 points, al on 3-point baskets; Mann
had 10; Stone 8; Jarmin 7; Raymer 6;
McCoy 4, and Brenner 2.

Stone had six assists, one steal and
three rebounds. Mann had two steals
and five rebounds. Danielle Hellerud
had three assists and one rebound.
Raymer had 2 assists and two re-
bounds. Stone and Mann each had a
blocked shot.

The Cowgirls shot 50 percent from
thefield; hit 33 percent of their 3-point
shotsand made 90 percent of their free
throws. Stone, Brenner, McCoy and
Raymer were 100 percent from the
charity stripe for eight points. The
Cowgirlsattempted 10freethrowsand
made nine, with Jarmin missing one.

Anny Mcoy got a hug from Jessica Osborne after McCoy made the winning shot in overtime
(left). Lacey Brenner looked for an open player (above) against Norton on Wednesday at
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Teams head

to sub-state

The Cowgirls left for Pratt this
morning for the sub-state basketball
semi-finals, and the Cowboys will
leave Friday.

The Cowgirls will play the Colby
Lady Eaglesat 5 p.m. Mountain Time
today at Pratt Community College. The
Cowgirlsfinished their season with &
15-5record and arethe second-seeded
team. The Lady Eagles' seasonrecord
was 18-2 and they are seeded No. 1.
TheCowgirlshaveplayed Colby twice
this season, losing both games.

If they win, the Cowgirls will play
either Scott City or Larned in the the
finals. Thegirlslost to Scott City last
month, and have not faced Larned.

On Friday, the Cowboys will play
thefourth seeded Scott City Beaversat
5 p.m. Mountain Time at the college.
TheCowboysareseeded seventhwith
arecordof 9-11. The Beaversfinished
their season 11-8. The two teams did
not meet during the regular season.

If the Cowboys win, the will go on
to play Pratt or Hugoton in the finals.
Pratt upset No. 1 seeded Nortoninthe
firstround. Theboysbeat Hugoton last
month, and have not played Pratt.
Goodland beat Ulysses Tuesday.

Itisabout 250 milesfrom Goodland
toPratt. Togettothere, goeast on-7C
to Russell and take U.S. 281 south
through Great Bend. At Pratt, go east
through town and turn north at K-61.
The college is about amile and a half
northeast of townandisclearly marked
from the highway, a diagonal route
leading to Hutchinson.
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Plug It In!
"j A seminar for people with
guestions about computers

| Saturday, March 16

1-4 p.m. at

dows (95, 98, ME or XP) or Macintosh
computer connected to the Internet.
There will be experts to explain and
demonstrate how to get the most out
of the Internet. Call 899-2338 to re-
serve your seat. Limited space avail-
able in the computer lab.
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