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Players named
to all-league

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

The Northwest Kansas all-league
basketball teams for 2001-2002 have
been named, and six Goodland stu-
dentswere honored.

Don Raymer, Andrew Melia, Jayci
Stoneand Anny McCoy madetheall-
league teams, and Jordan Riebel and
Jessica Osborn were given an honor-
able mention.

Coaches from the seven league
schools nominate players from their
teamsfor all-league and then vote for
the top 10 players in the league.
Coaches are not allowed to vote for
playersfrom their own team.

Girls coach ConnieLivengoodsaid
she wished some senior Cowgirlshad
beenvotedin, but shewashappy three
of her playerswere honored.

“You' realwayspleasedwhen some-
body from your team is recognized,”
Livengood said.

Boys Coach Jon McLean said
Raymer and Melia worked hard and
deserved first team, and hewas happy
Riebel was given an honorable men-
tion.

“1I"'m kind of disappointed (Aaron)

Gittinger didn’t get it,” McLean said,
“but that’stheway it goes.”

All-L eague Teams 2001-2002

Boys. Don Raymer, Andrew Me-
lia, Goodland; ClaytonKaiser, Jordan
Harris, Colby; Nate Spresser, Josh
Campbell, Dave Sutton, Hoxie; Ryan
Ruf, Rusty Grafel, Oberlin; Sage
Hemmert, Matt Seidl, Quinter; Stuart
Withington, Atwood.

Honorablemention: Jor dan Riebel,
Goodland; Marcus Dodd, Dustin
Dunn, St. Francis; Brett Robben, Oak-
ley; Nate Mauck, Hoxie; Michael Sh-
annon, Atwood; Skyler Tacchini,
Oberlin; Trevor Blackwill, Quinter.

Girls: Jayci Stone, Anny McCoy,
Goodland; Summar Stephens, vy
Ramsey, Colby; Kelsey Andrist, St.
Francis; Brooke Inlow, Oakley; Amy
Green, Atwood; Heidi Koster, Hoxie;
Dani Dorshorst, Oberlin; Lindsey
Johnson, Quinter.

Honorable mention: Jessica
Osborn, Goodland; AmandaSeeman,
Colby; TriciaGeist, Oakley; Shannon
Lowry,Atwood; Christy Oelke, Hoxie;
Haley Vollertson, Oberlin; Kelsey
Kuchera, Quinter.
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Keep an eye on the ball
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No. 1 Kansas ready
tor NCAA tourney
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By R.B. Fallstrom
AP Sports Writer

ST. LOUIS (AP) — After anearly
flawlessregular season, it'sback tothe
proving ground for Kansas.

The Jayhawks, top-ranked in the
Midwest Regional, hope Thursday
night's NCAA first-round game here
against Holy Crosserasesthebadtaste
left by their lossto OklahomaintheBig
12 Conference tournament final last
Sunday.

“Wetry to put that |ossbehind usand
forget about it,” guard Jeff Boschee
said.“But | don’tthink wewant tofor-
get about thethingswedidwrong, and
thecarel essness. It sawholenew tour-
nament, and everyoneis0-0."

Kansas (29-3) becamethefirst Big
12teamtogo 16-0inconferenceplay,
led thenationin scoring, had aschool-
record 11 100-point gamesandwon 16
gamesinarow beforetheweekendloss
to the Sooners.

In that setback, the Jayhawks had
season lowsin points, field-goal per-
centage and 3-point percentage —
enoughtodropthemfromthenation’'s
top ranking after a three-week run to
second behind Duke.

Still, Kansas has won 18 straight
NCAA tournament first-round games
and were 28 1/2-point favoritesto get
past Holy Cross (18-14), the Patriot
L eague Tournament champions who
havewon 10 of 12.

“Their transition game is the most
devastating I’ve seen in 10 years,”
Holy Crosscoach Ralph Willard said.
“Obvioudly, if we get into a shooting
contest with Kansas, we'll lose.

““We have to make the whole better
thanthesum of theparts, becausetheir
parts are better than our parts.”

Kentucky-Valparaiso is the first

game here Thursday, followed by No.
5 Marquette against Tulsa in another
East game. In the other Midwest sub-
regional game, No. 8 Stanford plays
Western Kentucky.

Both Stanford and Western Ken-
tucky have 7-foot centers. Western
Kentucky's7-1ChrisMarcusaverages
16.1 pointsand ninerebounds, and has
played well since returning in Febru-
ary fromastressfracturethat sidelined
him for two months.

““We' ve never been over-reliant on
any oneplayer, including Chris,” West-
ern Kentucky coach Dennis Felton
said.

“Weplayed the sameway with him
that wedid without him,” he said.

““I think you' remaking agravemis-
takeif youjust try to stop him.”

Stanford's 7-foot Curtis Borchardt
led the Pac-10with 11.4 rebounds per
game and averaged 17 points.

Western Kentucky is the last Sun
Belt ConferenceteamtowinanNCAA
tournament game, in 1995.

Stanford haslost threeof itspast five
gamesbutit isinthetournament for the
eighth straight season, lookingtomake
iteightfirst-roundvictoriesinarowfor
the team.

Kentucky isashaky No. 4 seedinthe
East, losing four of itspast ninegames
in what's been a tumultuous regular
season. TheWildcatsarelessthan con-
fident heading into the Val paraiso
game.

““It'sbeenavery distracting season,
and hopefully we' Il learnfromit,” for-
ward Tayshaun Prince said.

The lowlights for Kentucky (20-9)
includetherecent firing of athletic di-
rector Larry lvy, and the suspensions
of guards Gerald Fitch and Adam
Chiles.

Yankee surprised at cut

PANAMA CITY, Panama (AP) —
RubenRiverasaidhewassurprisedthe
New York Yankees cut him for taking
abat and glove from teammate Derek
Jeter’slocker.

“Everyone makes mistakes. |
haven'tkilled anybody,” Riveratolda
television stationinhisnative Panama.
“It was just a moment when | wasn't

thinking right. I’ ve repented.

“I gaveit al back to him the next
day. ... It wasn't correct what | was
doing.”

Riverareportedly sold the bat and
gloveto asports memorabiliacollec-
tor for $2,500, and gave them back
later. Hehasgivennoexplanationwhy
hestoletheitems.

bowling results

Hoot ‘N Holler Mixed League
March 4
Kear’s Quality Liquor over Western Insurance 3-

Luci's Aquarium over Pirate’s Electric 3-1
Budweiser over Truck & Tractor 3-1

Fitzgibbons over Just 4 Bowlers 3-1

Rasure’s over Accounting & Tax 3-1

Lonny’s Quality Auto Body over Motor Doctor 3-1

Women's high game: Kara Smith-212

Women's high series: Kara Smith-612

Men’s high game: Todd Cunningham-270

Men’s high series: Darren Hickson-676

Team high game: Kear's Quality Liquor-896

Team high series: Kear’s Quality Liquor-2,505

March 11

Lonny’s Quality Auto Body over Pirate’s Electric
3-1

Rasures over Western Insurance 3-1

Motor Doctor split Just 4 Bowlers 2-2

Accounting & Tax over Budweiser 3-1

Fitzgibbons over Luci’s Aquarium 3-1

Kear’s Quality Liquor over Truck & Tractor 3-1

Women's high game: Kara Smith-225

Women'’s high series: Kara Smith-605

Men’s high game: Darren Hickson-277

Men’s high series: Darren Hickson-641

Team high game: Western Insurance-869

Team high series: Fitzgibbons-2,454

Standings: Kear's Quality Liquor 17,3; Fitzgib-
bons 13, 7; Rasure 12 1/2, 7 1/2.

Wednesday Night Men’s Classic Scratch

League
March 6

Fitzgibbons over Weber Kennels 17-3

Bowladium Lanes over ProLine 11-9

L&M Steel over Basgall Construction 17-3

Sigco over Western Kansas Valley 16-4

High individual game: Darren Hickson-278

High individual series: Darren Hickson-901

High team game: Sigco-673

High team series: Bowladium Lanes-2,374

Standings: Sigco 29, 11; Fitzgibbons 28 1/2, 11
1/2; Bowladium Lanes 26, 14; L&M Steel 26, 14;
ProLine 17 1/2, 22 1/2; Western Kansas Valley 15,
25; Basgall Construction 10, 30; Weber Kennels 8,
32.

Emily Burkett practiced her batting during softball practice Wednesday at Centennial Park.
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Knoblauch wants better season

HAINESCITY, Fla. (AP)— Chuck
Knoblauch does not want to see the
numbers.250,.339and.351 nexttohis
name this season, his first with the
Kansas City Royals.

Knoblauch hit .250 | ast seasonwith
a.339 on-base percentage and a .351
slugging percentage. Hisbattingaver-
age and on-base percentage repre-
sented career lows, whilehisslugging
percentagewashisworst sincehewas
arookiewith the Minnesota Twinsin
1991.

Hehad only 32 extra-basehitsin521
at-batsand scored acareer-low 66 runs.

“If I knew what went wrong | would
have corrected it,” Knoblauch said.
“Obvioudly, it wasthetoughest season
I’ve had. It just got worse and worse.

““That seasonisover. |’ mlookingfor
anew beginning in Kansas City.”

The whispers were at the age of 33

Goodland High School

that Knoblauch was on the downhill
slopeof hiscareer.

“I’ll goalongwiththat | have some-
thing to prove this year,” Knoblauch
said. “1 don’'t need much motivation. |
think I’ ve been motivated since |
started playing baseball. That’ ssome-
thing that hasn’t changed with me. |
don’t need any push. I’m pretty self-
motivated.”

The Royals signed Knoblauch to a
one-year contract for $2 million as a
freeagent after theNew York Yankees,
where he played the previous four
years, did not bring him back.

“Hopefully it will be a great mar-
riage for both of us and maybe it will
expand beyond oneyear,” Knoblauch
said. “ TheYankeesdidn't makean of -
fer. They told my agent after the sea-
sonthatwasit. | kind of knew at theend
of theyear that wasmy lastyearinNew

/'nwkansas.com

York.”

Knoblauch made the switch from
second base, where he had throwing
problems, to left field last year. The
Royalswant himto play left field and
bat | eadoff.

After trading Johnny Damon, oneof
thebest |eadoff hittersinthegame, last
year to Oakland, the Royals' |eadoff
hitters combined for a major-league
worst .282 on-basepercentagein 2001.

“We've acquired an experienced
leadoff hitter, whichwasoneof our top
priorities in the off-season,” Royals
general manager Allard Baird said.
“Chuck bringswinning experienceand
awinning attitude, which makes his
signing agood fit for our club.”

Knoblauchhasplayed onfour World
Series championship clubs with the
Yankeesand Twinsand appearedin24
World Series games.

Rockies
outhielder
not happy

DENVER (AP) — Colorado Rock-
iesright fielder Larry Walker said he
is frustrated with the club’s changes
over the past few years.

“Alot of lies. A lot of lies. We have
been told thisand told that, then noth-
ing wasdoneor thecompl ete opposite
was done,” Walker said Tuesday at
springtraininginTuscon, Ariz.“ There
hasbeenal ot of stuff that hashappened
andsaidfromupstairsthat hasn’t come
true.”

General manager DanO’ Dowdsaic
everyone in the organization has the
samegoal: towin.

“But the only way we are going to
winisif weall pull inthe same direc-
tion. If that doesn’t happen, it'sgoing
to be hard to be successful,” O’ Dowd
said.

Walker, who has been criticized for
not taking a more active leadership
role, said hetriesto lead by example,
not by acting asacheerleader.

“lamnotarah-rahguy. Andthat gets
written about alot. But the funny part
that doesn’t get writteniswhat | do on
thefield,” hesaid.

“Me jumping around in the club-
house or waving pompoms on the
bench doesn’t do any good,” he said.
“1 am playing with grown men with
children of their own. | swing the bat,
play defense, runthebases, that’slead-
ershiptome.”

Rockies get
Pierre again

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — Colorado
Rockiesoutfielder Juan Pierre agreed
to afour-year, $7.5 million contract
Wednesday.

Pierrebatted .327 with 55 RBlsand
46 stealslast year in hisfirst full sea-
soninthemajors.

“It'sagreat moment,” Pierre said.
“Being a 13th-round pick, there’s so
many doubts people have had. It just
goes to show you don’t have to be &
highly touted draft choice.

“If you go about business the right
way and put upthenumbers, you' Il get
your chance somewhere down the
line.”

Heappearedin 156 gamesand made
140 startsin center field last year.

Hesetaclubrecordwith163singles
and his 11 triples tied a franchise
record.

With 202 hits, Pierre also became
only thesixth playerinteam history to
record 200 or morehitsinasinglesea-
son.

1p.m.to4dp.m.

Learn to use
your computer

FREE



