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SUNFLOWERS REQUIRE LESS WATER THAN CORN.

SUNFLOWERS REQUIRE LESS FERTILIZER THAN CORN.

PLANT CONFECTION SUNFLOWERS!
Confection Sunflowers require three main water applications:
1. Prewatering
2. Bud Stage
3. Seed Fill
Confection Sunflowers provide higher returns than corn:
1. Our new contract planting triumph 700 CLS
2. Can net $160 per Acre
Confection Contracts Offer:
1. Full Act of God Clause
2. Multiple Storage & Delivery Options
3. Prompt Payment

For More Information Contact:
Mike Bretz, Crop Production Director

Sigco Sun Products, Inc.
(785) 899-5607 or 1-800-742-9259

ATTENTION IRRIGATORS!

Mueller Grain Company
17th & Center   General Office 1204 Main

Goodland, KS  (785) 899-3639

We support
National Agricuture Week

Goodland • 899-3681

Bird City • 734-2331

Brewster • 694-2281

Ruleton • 899-5721

FRONTIER
EQUITY EXCHANGE
IS NOW OFFERING:

value added
Ethanol in our super unleaded

and also
Soy enhanced Diesel.

Hwy 24 • Goodland, Kansas
(785) 899-2592 • 1-800-242-6939

We salute you, Farmers
and Ranchers

You success is truly the
key to our economy.

We thank you for your support!

serving Northwest Kansas since 1980

B’s Pump and
Well Service

• Irrigation wells
• Domestic wells
• Municipalities

• Gear heads
• Cooling Coils
• Down Hole Camera

785-899-6302
1-800-698-6302

Rex Smith, owner

Middleton Spraying
Service

Goodland, Kan. • (785) 899-5781

HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY
6409 Road 25 • Goodland, KS 67735

Proud to be a sponsor of National
Agriculture Week.

®
HELENA

Chuck Wilkens

1016 West Hwy 24, Suite 2 • Goodland, KS 67735
Toll Free 888-613-1121
Office 785-899-5454
www.wilkenstruck.com

Fax 785-899-6411
Mobile 785-821-1234
Home 785-899-2388

The Goodland Daily News
salutes area farmers and ranchers.

nwkansas.com

NATIONAL
AGRICULTURE WEEK
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Change promised after foot-and-mouth scare
TOPEKA (AP) — The state live-

stock commissioner is promising leg-
islators that last week’s unfounded ru-
mor of a foot-and-mouth disease out-
break will change how information is
disseminated.

George Teagarden told the House
Agriculture Committee on Monday
that his agency, the Animal Health
Department, lacked an adequate plan
for dealing with such rumors.

“In hindsight, it’s pretty easy to sit
back and see things you should do,” he
said.

Teagarden was to face another round
of questions Tuesday from the Senate
Agriculture Committee.

He told the House committee that his
agency has learned the importance of
managing and sharing information
with essential personnel before a cri-
sis develops.

On March 12, a rumor that nine cows

at the Holton Livestock Market were
infected with foot-and-mouth disease
spread quickly throughout the Mid-
west and to the floor of the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange.

“We did not dream that information
would get out when there was no need
for it to get out,” Teagarden said.

Kansas had 12 suspected cases of
foot-and-mouth disease last year — all
on ranches and all negative — but this
was the first incident at market, he said.

Analysts estimate that the rumor cost
the industry as much as $50 million
nationwide after prices dropped $1.50
per hundred weight for market cattle.
Prices have rebounded slightly.

Teagarden said state, congressional
and market regulators are investigating
whether anyone illegally manipulated
the market for profit.

In retrospect, Teagarden said, he
should have issued a statement to allay

public fears, possibly to the effect that
tests for various suspected diseases are
not uncommon and that results from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
would be announced later.

He noted that the USDA had asked
state officials not to comment until
tests were done because of the poten-
tial worldwide impact on markets.

The cattle at the center of the rumor
had sores in their mouths.

State investigators found the source
of the mouth irritation — coarse hay —
and discovered a horse with similar
symptoms.

That was important because horses
cannot contract foot-and-mouth dis-
ease, Teagarden said.

Tests analyzed by the USDA lab in
Plum Island, N.Y., confirmed the Ani-
mal Health Department’s initial diag-
nosis.

Teagarden said his agency already

has revised its procedures for respond-
ing to a suspected case of foreign ani-
mal disease.

In any such cases in the future, he
added, the Kansas Division of Emer-
gency Management will be notified
earlier than it was this time.

Maj. Gen. Greg Gardner, state adju-
tant general and emergency manage-
ment director, told the House commit-
tee he ordered a review of the state’s
response to the rumor.

Gardner said he had learned of the
incident the following day, but not
from Teagarden’s agency. He also was
contacted by Iowa officials who heard
the rumor and were close to activating
their emergency plans.

Teagarden, who had been attending
a meeting in Reno, Nev., at the time,
said the cattle were isolated as much as
possible at the market. He said he re-
mained in constant contact with his

staff.
Rep. Dan Johnson, chairman of the

House Agriculture Committee Chair-
man, said he was confident all along
that the rumor was false, based on re-
ports that the cattle did not show other
signs of foot-and-mouth.

However, “I had some telephone
calls that were close to panic,” he
added.

Johnson, R-Hays, said the incident
gives more reason to build a new re-
search lab at Kansas State University.
Such a facility would be able to test for
highly contagious diseases and get re-
sults immediately.

Teagarden said field tests are being
developed to make initial diagnosis of
disease. However, those tests will still
require independent USDA confirma-
tion.

His answers did not satisfy all House
committee members.

Rep. Sharon Schwartz, R-Washing-
ton, was concerned that only the Kan-
sas Livestock Association was imme-
diately informed the tests for foot-and-
mouth were negative.

She said it would be helpful to bring
producers “in the loop” so that they can
curtail operations until the situation is
resolved.

Teagarden said that the Kansas Live-
stock Association and Kansas Farm
Bureau were part of his media team and
would be involved with helping spread
information.

In other action:
— A House committee endorsed a

“no-call” telemarketing bill backed by
the industry.

— The state’s livestock commis-
sioner told legislators that last week’s
unfounded rumor of a foot-and-mouth
disease outbreak will change how in-
formation is disseminated.


