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Change promised after foot-and-mouth scare

TOPEKA (AP) — The state live-
stock commissioner ispromising leg-
islatorsthat last week’ sunfounded ru-
mor of afoot-and-mouth disease out-
break will change how informationis
disseminated.

George Teagarden told the House
Agriculture Committee on Monday
that his agency, the Animal Health
Department, lacked an adequate plan
for dealing with such rumors.

“In hindsight, it's pretty easy to sit
back and seethingsyou shoulddo,” he
said.

Teagardenwastofaceanother round
of questions Tuesday from the Senate
Agriculture Committee.

HetoldtheHousecommitteethat his
agency haslearned the importance of
managing and sharing information
with essential personnel before acri-
sisdevelops.

OnMarch12, arumor that ninecows

at the Holton Livestock Market were
infected with foot-and-mouth disease
spread quickly throughout the Mid-
west and to the floor of the Chicago
Mercantile Exchange.

“Wedid not dream that information
would get out when therewasno need
for it to get out,” Teagarden said.

Kansas had 12 suspected cases of
foot-and-mouthdiseaselast year —all
onranchesandall negative— but this
wasthefirstincident at market, hesaid.

Anaystsestimatethat therumor cost
the industry as much as $50 million
nationwideafter pricesdropped $1.50
per hundred weight for market cattle.
Prices haverebounded slightly.

Teagarden said state, congressional
and market regul atorsareinvestigating
whether anyoneillegally manipul ated
the market for profit.

In retrospect, Teagarden said, he
should haveissued astatement toallay

publicfears, possibly totheeffect that
testsfor varioussuspected diseasesare
not uncommon and that results from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
would be announced | ater.

He noted that the USDA had asked
state officials not to comment until
tests were done because of the poten-
tial worldwideimpact on markets.

The cattle at the center of therumor
had soresin their mouths.

Stateinvestigatorsfoundthesource
of themouthirritation— coarsehay —
and discovered a horse with similar
symptoms.

That wasimportant because horses
cannot contract foot-and-mouth dis-
ease, Teagarden said.

Testsanalyzed by the USDA lab in
Plumlsland, N.Y., confirmedtheAni-
mal Health Department’sinitial diag-
nosis.

Teagarden said his agency already

hasreviseditsproceduresfor respond-
ing to asuspected case of foreign ani-
mal disease.

In any such casesin the future, he
added, the Kansas Division of Emer-
gency Management will be notified
earlier than it wasthistime.

Magj. Gen. Greg Gardner, stateadju-
tant general and emergency manage-
ment director, told theHouse commit-
tee he ordered areview of the state's
responseto the rumor.

Gardner said he had learned of the
incident the following day, but not
from Teagarden’sagency. Healsowas
contacted by lowaofficialswhoheard
therumor and werecloseto activating
their emergency plans.

Teagarden, who had been attending
ameeting in Reno, Nev., at the time,
saidthecattlewereisolatedasmuchas
possible at the market. He said he re-
mained in constant contact with his

staff.

Rep. Dan Johnson, chairman of the
HouseAgriculture Committee Chair-
man, said he was confident all along
that the rumor was fal se, based onre-
portsthat the cattledid not show other
signs of foot-and-mouth.

However, “I had some telephone
calls that were close to panic,” he
added.

Johnson, R-Hays, said the incident
gives more reason to build anew re-
search lab at Kansas State University.
Suchafacility wouldbeabletotest for
highly contagiousdiseasesand get re-
sultsimmediately.

Teagarden said field testsare being
devel opedtomakeinitial diagnosisof
disease. However, thosetestswill still
requireindependent USDA confirma-
tion.

Hisanswersdidnot satisfy all House
committee members.
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Rep. Sharon Schwartz, R-Washing-
ton, was concerned that only the Kan-
sasLivestock Association wasimme-
diately informedthetestsfor foot-and-
mouth were negative.

Shesaidit would behel pful to bring
producers“intheloop” sothat they can
curtail operationsuntil thesituationis
resolved.

TeagardensaidthattheKansasLive-
stock Association and Kansas Farm
Bureauwerepart of hismediateamand
wouldbeinvolvedwith hel ping spreac
information.

In other action:

— A House committee endorsed &
“no-call” telemarketing bill backed by
theindustry.

— The state’s livestock commis-
sioner told legislatorsthat last week’
unfounded rumor of afoot-and-mouth
disease outbreak will change how in-
formation isdisseminated.

Proud to be a sponsor of National
Agriculture Week.
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Mueller Grain Company

17th & Center Genera Office 1204 Main
Goodland, KS (785) 899-3639

The Goodland Daily News
salutes area farmers and ranchers.

ATTENTION IRRIGATORS!

SUNFLOWERS REQUIRE LESS WATER THAN CORN.

SUNFLOWERS REQUIRE LESS FERTILIZER THAN CORN.

PLANT CONFECTION SUNFLOWERSI!

Confection Sunflowersrequirethree main water applications:

1. Prewatering
2. Bud Stage
3. Seed Fill

Confection Sunflower s provide higher returnsthan corn:

1. Our new contract planting triumph 700 CLS

2. Can net $160 per Acre

Confection Contracts Offer:

1. Full Act of God Clause

2. Multiple Storage & Delivery Options

3. Prompt Payment

(785) 899-5607 or 1-800-742-9259

For More Information Contact:
Mike Bretz, Crop Production Director

Sigco Sun Products, Inc.

SIGCO
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