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Avalanch
drop one

Gooden
playing

on break

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) —
While hisfellow students soaked
up the sun during Kansas' spring
break, Drew Gooden sat behind a
bank of microphonestofaceadif-
ferent sort of glare— thescrutiny
that comes with being an All-
American, leadingaNo. 1-seeded
teamintotheNCAA tournament’s
round of 16.

Gooden wouldn't trade his
week for anyoneelse's, though—
although he could do with fewer
guestionson certain subjects.

“Sometimes| canseemyself on
thebeachat Cancun, withmy shirt
off andthegirlsall around, danc-
ing with Jerry Springer,” the Jay-
hawks' star junior forward said
Tuesday. “ButI’mwinninggames
in the NCAA tournament right
now.”

Gooden, in histhird year as a
starter — and perhaps his last at
Kansas — has never gotten past
theround of 16.

The Jayhawks lost to Duke in
the second round two years ago
and were beaten in the regional
semifinalslast year by lllinois—
the same team Kansas faces Fri-
day at Madison, Wis.

“I’'m excited to see what's
next,” Goodensaid.“ | wantto see
what an Elite Eight islike. | want
to seewhat aFinal Four islike. |
wishwe could play every day in-
stead of having theselayoffs, be-
cause | can’t wait to see what's
next.”

What's next now is arematch
with ateam that eliminated Kan-
sas 80-64 last year — and physi-
cally dominated the Jayhawksin
the process. Even a year later,
Gooden and the other returning
players still face questions about
Kansas' ability towinahigh-con-
tact game.

Gooden, for one, isgettingtired
of it.

“1 don’t know how many physi-
cal gameswehavetowinthisyear
to prove that we can be physical,
that we are a physical team,”
Goodensaid. “Ask Stanford. Ask
them if we were physical. Ask
Oklahoma if we were physical.
Ask Texas. They'll tell you.”

The fact that he and forward
Nick Collisoncanplay well away
from the basket hasled to specu-
lationthat they’ renot comfortable
banging around underneath it,
Gooden said.

“Nick and | can step out onthe
floor and do some things. That
doesn’t make us soft,” he said.
“When we need to bang, we can
bang.”

So can 6-foot-9, 250-pound
freshmanforward WayneSimien,
who hasfour double-doublesand
is averaging 8.3 points and 5.3
rebounds per game asareserve.

The challenge for Simien and
Kansas' other freshmen, though
— including starting point guard
AaronMiles—isadjustingtothe
demands of alonger season.

Kansas high school teamsplay
from 20 to 25 games, while the
Jayhawks(31-3) will beplayingin
their 35th game on Friday night.

“That wearsonall thefirst-year
players,” Simien said. “But you
justhavetolook atitthatthereare,
possibly, only four more games
left in the season.

“Thisisthetimewhenyou get
down to the end of al the blood
and sweat,”” he said. ‘* You just
havetotry not tothink about that;
youjust suck it up, play thoselast
four gamesand hopefully end the
season on agood note.”

Broncos
sign tackle

DENVER (AP) — The Denver
Broncos have reached an agreement
with former Baltimore Ravens defen-
sivetackle Liona Dalton on aseven-
year, $22 millioncontract, TheDenver
Post reported onitsWeb site Tuesday.

Thedeal includesa$3millionsign-
ing bonus, The Post said.

Broncos  spokesman  Jim
Saccomanodidnotimmediately return
atelephone message Tuesday night.

Dalton, 27, is an unrestricted free
agent. He spent four years with the
Ravens, mostly asabackup.

Hisplayingtimeincreased |l ast sea
sonwhen starter Tony Siragusabattled
injuries.

DENVER (AP) — Trading away
Adam Oatescouldbeviewed asasign
that the Washington Capitals have
given up onreaching the playoffsthis
year.
Not just yet.

Olaf Kolzig stopped 21 shotsfor his
fourth shutout of the season as the
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Capitals ended a three-game losing
streak witha3-0victory overtheColo-
rado Avalanche on Tuesday night.
Thevictory camehoursafter Wash-
ington dealt Oates, the NHL leader in
assists, to Philadelphia for a minor-
league goalie and three draft picks.
“To the outsider, it might have

looked like we threw up the white
flag,” coach Ron Wilson said.
Butwiththevictory, theCapitalsare
just three points out of the final play-
off spot in the Eastern Conference.
Kolzig got his 26th career shutout
after allowingninegoalsinhislast two
starts. Hemade several savesduringa
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Pop a balloon for great discount coupons at these participating businesses:

Alco Discount Store
American Communications
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"Quality Male Clothing™

785-899-5166
1112 Main, Goodland KS

Dine & Win

during Safari’s Crazy Nights

Friday & Saturday Only
March 22 & 23
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Friday Night - Fish Buffet
Saturday Night - Prime Rib

Lounge Open 4 to 10 p.m. * Restaurant Open 5 to 10 p.m.

You do not have to be an Elks Member to visit Safari Steakhouse and Lounge!

1523 Arcade Ave. » Goodland * 899-6275
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FREE activation &
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FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, MARCH 22-23

Sponsored by Goodland Area Chamber of Commerce

Jacque’s Hallmark

KBSLTV
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KNAB, Inc.
Knott Just Books
Luci’s Aquarium

Mann’s Jewelry & Gift Store
McDonald’s Restaurant

Mr. Jim’s

Safari Steakhouse
Wal-Mart SuperCenter

6-on-4 chance with two minutes|eft .

“We easily could have figured that
everybody elseiscounting usout, we
might as well book our vacation,”
Kolzig said.

“Instead of doing that, the guysdid
a 180, and said we're going to prove
everybody wrong,” hesaid.
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We're not clowning around.
We' re welcoming spring with savings.
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Draw for

0% t0 30%

savings on every purchase.
Aten Department Store

“It’s always Aten’s for the things you’re looking for”
1103 Main ¢ Goodland, KS . 899-7101
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Open on Saturday
from9a.m. to3 p.m.

for Crazy Daze

1205 Main, Goodland ¢ 785-899-2338
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