4 The Goodland Daily News / Tuesday, March 26, 2002

Family questions transfer to Denver hospital

Director hopes to upgrade
to advanced life support
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ment or staff to properly carefor Ginn
ontheway to Denver if shetook aturn
for theworse.

Hesaid the Ginnfamily isfocusing
on the weather that night, but that
wasn't the only reason hospital staff
decided to wait for the Denver ambu-
lance.

The hospital wants to be sure a
patient’sconditiondoesn’t deteriorate
beforethey reach thetransfer facility,
Jolly said. After assessing their op-
tions, he said, the doctors decided the
best one was to keep Ginn at the hos-
pital here, closeto ablood supply and
emergency treatment.

The Denver ambulance that came,
Jolly said, isbasically an“emergency
roomonwheels,” ableto providelife-
saving services the Goodland crew
isn'tequippedtogive. HesaidtheDen-
ver unit wasrated asaLevel 5 ambu-
lance, whichisthesamedesignationas
anair ambulanceand far above Good-
land’s basic life support level ambu-
lance.

Jolly noted thehospital hereiswork-
ing to develop advanced life support
servicesby buying new equipment and
training volunteers. An EagleMed air
ambulancewill be stationed in Good-
land starting April 15.

Dr. Younger said he explained to
Ginn and her husband Joe why they
wereusingtheDenver ambulance, but
they must not have understood.

“Itoldthemthat at thetime,” hesaid,
“but evidently in the rush and excite-
ment of the situation, they tend to for-
get.”

Ginn made it safely to Denver,
where doctors performed surgery on
her noseto stop the bleeding.

After spending a couple of days at
University Hospital, shecameback to
Goodland and wasrel eased after stay-
ing 24 hours in the hospital here, but
her family isstill upset over thetrans-
fer.

They wonder why an ambulance
from Denver could have come here,
but the Goodland ambulance couldn’t
gothere. [twasawasteof timetowait,
they say, may have cost them double
the money and put Connie’'shealthin
jeopardy. And aboveall, they say, they
don’'t want it to happen to someone
else.

TheGinnssay the Goodland ambu-
lance serviceisinconsistent, because
an ambulance transported a patient to
Hays the next day in similar bad
weather.

Sofar, they havetalked to Sherman
County commissioner Kevin Rasure
and a lawyer in Goodland. They say
they may takelegal action against the
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Jeff Krall, director of Emergency Medical Services, made adjustmentson the control panel in the new ambulance at
Photo by Skilar Boland/The Goodland Daily News

Goodland Regional Medical Center.

ambulance service if they don’t get
satisfactory answers.

Hospital administrators and Dr.
Younger seethe story differently.

They said the way the transfer was
donewasinthebest interest of the pa-
tient. They tried to explain that to the
Ginnsat thetime.

Jolly said hospital administrators,
doctors, nurses, lawyers and ambu-
lance volunteers have reviewed the
transfer decision and have decided it
was"“entirely appropriate.”

Hesaidthehospital hassent al etter
totheGinnsandKrall, theambulance
service director, hastried to call the
family, but the couple won't talk to
them.

Joe Ginn said their lawyer advised
themnot totalk tothehospital. Hesaid
he received aletter from the hospital
that saidtherewould bean explanation
later, but that’s not what he wants. He
wants answers.

Joesaidtheway heunderstoodit, the
doctor ordered the ambulance here to
take his wife to the hospital and the
crew refused because of the weather.

“It just doesn’'t make senseto me,”
he said. “ They were told to take the
patient, thedriver can’tjust say no. He
shouldn’t be ableto overrule the doc-
tor.”

But Dr. Younger said heunderstood

the ambulance crew’ sreasoning.

“If they can’'t doit, they can'tdoit,”
he said. “We don't have all of the re-
sources of aDenver hospital.”

Jolly saidit wasthebest optionat the
timeand hedoesn’t think thedoctor or
the hospital made any mistakes. He
doesthink communicationscould have
been better between the doctor and
patient.

Sometimes, Jolly said, patientswill
hear hospital staff talking and miscon-
struewhat they are saying, or in all of
the excitement might not understand
what the doctor istelling them.

The Ginns, though, said no one un-
derstood the decision except the ad-
ministratorsandthedoctors. They said
theDenver ambulancedriverscouldn’t
believeit.

Jolly said the Denver ambulance
driversmay not havebeentoldreasons
for the transfer when they were dis-
patched.

Hospital workers always try to be
professional, he said, but sometimes
they may say thingsthat can be taken
thewrong way.

Phillip Ginn said he thinks the
Goodland ambulance service knows
they did something wrong and is try-
ingto coveritup. Hesaid they sent an
ambul ance out the next day to Haysin
weather that was just as bad or even

worse.

“Why can they handle the trip to
Hays, but notto Denver?” heasked. “It
seems like the service you have right
now isreally, really inadequate.”

Jolly said thetrip was madein day-
light, which made driving visibility
better and the patient’s condition was
likely more stable.

Hesaidthecondition of two patients
may seem the sameonthesurface, but
thereareunderlying conditionsthat are
different.

About the cost, Jolly said, it would
have cost more for Ginn to have been
flown out inthefirst place.

An Eagle Med representative in
Wichitasaid it would have cost about
$8,000to fly Ginnto Denver.

A representative of Rural/Metro
Ambulance in Denver said the com-
pany would charge $516 to send a
Level 5 ambulance to Goodland plus
$7.54amile, foratotal of about $2,000.
Jolly said Goodland would charge
$230plus$7amile, for atotal of about
$1,550.

Basically, Jolly said, he thinks the
Ginn’s should be thanking the ambu-
lanceserviceinstead of complaining at
them.

For their part, the couple said they
just want some answers and to make
surethisdoesn’t happen again.
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said, as the advanced service will re-
quire paramedics or specialy trained
registered nurses to be on the ambu-
lances.

Andthat requiresfinding paramed-
icsthat arewillingtolivein Goodland
or training people already here.

“1 wouldlovesomeof ourlocal high
school studentsto beinterested inthe
field,” Krall said.

“If anyone isinterested in the pro-
gram or has questions, they are wel-
cometo call meat the hospital .”

In Kansas, he said, a person hasto
become an EMT basic and have an
associate’ sdegree before entering the
paramedic program. The closest pro-
gramisin Garden City, and it takes 1
1/2 years.

Thereisalot of work involved in
becoming aparamedic, hesaid, asthe
students will have to complete 600
hours of lectures, over 200 hours of
clinical study, and an internship for
fieldtraining.

They will have to spend 500 hours
in amedical response ambulance, he
said, and won’t be paid for that time.

Paramedictraining canbestressful,
he said, as the teachers cram alot of
stuff downyou. All of thisisneededto
preparefor adifficult field.

It snot alwaysahappy ending, Krall
said, asyoudon’'t saveeveryone. Some
things are out of your hands, but you
do have the reward of helping people
and of saving many of them.

And it’'snot ahigh-paying job with
easy hours. Paramedics work days,
nights, and weekends, he said, in bad
weather and good.

“You don't get richasan EMT or
paramedic,” he said. “You do it be-
causeyouloveit.”

Krall, whowasaparamedicin Colo-
rado Springsbeforemoving here, said
he and most paramedics thrive on ac-
cidents. They areabad thing, he said,
that hewouldn’t wish it on anyone.

But that ishow paramedicskeep up
their skills, he said, by responding to
disasters.

“1 like the action of the city,” Krall
said. “ There are alot of accidents —
that’swhatwedo.” A paramedicwould
seeasmuch actioninoneday in Den-
ver, Krall said, asinamonthin Good-
land.

For paramedics seeking thethrill of
thejob, that may not beenough.Andit

will raisethehospital’ scostsfor keep-
ingtheir skillsuptodate, hesaid, asthe
paramedics will need to go to larger
townslike Denver every year to keep
up their skillsand education.

Hebelievestheprogramcanworkin
Goodland, Krall said, or he wouldn’t
have come here.

Krall said he cameto Goodland, he
said, toget EagleMed established anc
to get advanced life support estab-
lished.”1 didresearchbeforel took the
job here,” hesaid.

“| talkedto EagleMed andfeltit'sa
realisticgoal.”

Krall said he wants the service to
have long-term success. That will re-
quiresupport fromthecommunity, the
hospital and staff, he said.

Theprogramal ready hasthesupport
of the hospital board and county com-
missioners, he said, as well as the
doctors.The doctors know the poten-
tial of having paramedics, he said.

Theadvanced systemisneeded here,
Krall said, because of the distance tc
city hospital swith advancedtreatment.

With the basic life support ambu-
lance service, he said, the emergency
medical technicians do basic airway
and bleeding management.

There are acouple of people on the
staff that canintubateavictim, hesaid,
and several who can start an 1V and
they carry an external defibrillator for
heart attack victims.

With cardiac patients, he said, the
technicianscangivethepatient oxygen
andtakehispulse. If thepatient’ sheart
stops, hesaid, they canusethedefibril-
lator. And they takethem to the hospi-
tal.

With advanced service, Krall said,
the paramedics can give the patient
cardiacmedicationtotry toprevent the
need for the defibrillator, and patients
can be hooked up to aheart monitor.

The paramedics' evaluation skills
aremoreadvanced, Krall said, andthey
can do advanced airway procedures.

If they are unableto get atube down
the patient’sthroat (intubate), hesaid,
they can make asurgical incision anc
hook him up that way. And paramed-
icscan give patients pain medication,
hesaid. Withadvancedlifesupport, pa-
tientswill get quicker and better treat-
ment, Krall said.

Basically, they will be able to get
most of the carein the ambulancethat
they would getintheemergency room
of ahospital.

Two methamphetamine labs shut down by police in St. Francis

By Karen Krien

Two methamphetaminelabswithin
blocksof St. FrancisHigh School were
shut down Friday by KBI agents and
St. Francis police officers after an
eight-month investigation.

Raymond John DeAragon, 40, St.
Francis, wasarrested and charged with
four counts including manufacturing
of methamphetamine, unlawful pos-
session of pseudoephedrine, posses-

Outage lasted most of t
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sometimesthesethingsareunpredict-
able.”

Because dozens of settings need to
be changed, hesaid, there may be out-
ages off and on at various places all
afternoon. E-mail servicewill bedown
for a couple of hours, and some cus-
tomers may be without service until
evening. The Internet staff expectsto
stay late, answering questions and
hel ping peoplewiththeir changeover.

Theswitch comesafter an extended
outage which kept customers off the
Internet and bl ocked e-mail most of the
day Monday. Mr. Betz saidthechange
had been planned long beforethen, but
theoutagedid point out problemswith
the old system.

The service has been provided by

sion of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

A KBI agent and Jason Ryan, St.
Francis police chief, served a search
warrant to DeAragon outside his
home.

After taking a step into one of the
trailers being used for methamphet-
amine labs, they immediately backed
out because of thefumescoming from
the building. KBI agents dressed in

Outside help

It'snot our fault!

Internet service for nwkan-
sas.com wasout al day Monday.
It was off because of a problem
between our supplier, Carroll’s
Web of Salina, and their supplier,
Verio. Service was hot restored
until about 10 p.m. Monday.

We at nwkansas.com had no
control over thisproblem, andcan
only apologize. We are changing
suppliers next week.

Carroll’s Web of Salina, which last
year bought out CINetworks, owned
by the Topeka-Capital Journal and its

protective clothing and then entered
thetrailer.

In the two trailers, at College and
Second streets, they found labs set up
for making methamphetamineand all
of thematerials, including 2 poundsof
ephedrine which DeAragon had been
manufactured using the cold remedy
Sudafed and other chemicals.

There was an area where he was
growing what appeared to be mari-

ne day

parent, Morris Communications.
Originally, the supplier was the Kan-
sas Press Association, which sold its
Internet operationsto Morris.

Thenew supplier will be Southwest-
ern Bell Internet, part of telecommu-
nicationsgiant SBC Corp., said Steve
Haynes, president of Nor’ West News-
papers, which onwkansas.com.

“Bell promises us a more reliable
service,” hesaid. “Weknow from ex-
periencewithour leasedlinesthat Bell
responds pretty well to trouble calls.”

Carroll’sWeb, owned mostly by an
assortment of small Kansastelephone
companies, restored service about 10
p.m. Monday. A spokesman said the
entire Networks system had been shut
off by their supplier. They thought at
the time that the issue might be re-
solved by sometime Tuesday.

Conference discusses bioterrorism

MANHATTAN (AP)—Agriculture
industry representatives gathered
Monday todiscussthevulnerability of
the nation’s food supply to bioterror-
ism and worried about the potential
economic ruin it would bring.

“Itwould beadepression of thefirst
order,” said JamesMarsden, aKansas
StateUniversity professor of meat sci-
ence.

Marsdentoldabout 140 peopl eat the
Midwest Conference on Agricultural
Bioterrorism that just one case of foot
and mouth diseasewoul d causeirrepa-
rable harm to the nation’s agriculture
industry.

He added that agriculture accounts
for 22millionjobsand 16.4 percent of
the nation’s gross domestic product.

Thetwo-day conferenceisan effort
by the Koch Crimelnstitute, state De-
partment of Agriculture and Kansas
Stateto raiseawarenessabout thereal
threat and vulnerabilities of the food
supply.

Theeventwasscheduledinresponse
to Sept. 11 but comestwo weeks after
an unfounded rumor that cattle had
tested positivefor foot-and-mouth dis-
ease at the Holton Livestock Ex-
change.

“There are lots of playersand it's

important that we speak to one an-
other,” said Lisa Taylor, agriculture
department spokeswoman.

Jerry Wells, executivedirector of the
crimeingtitute, said the conferenceis
expectedtobecomeanannual event as
ameans to share latest technologies
and review immediate concerns.

“Thethreat is real and theincident
of thefoot-and-mouth scarejust high-
lightsthat threat,” Wells said.

Though thetestswere negative, the
rumor isblamedfor adropincommod-
ity prices, costing producers an esti-
mated $50 million. It caused restaurant
stocksto decline on Wall Street.

juana with “grow” lights and 20
poundsof thealleged drugwasconfis-
cated.

Officersalsofound 31 one-quartjars
whichthey suspect of containing hash-
ish, amarijuanaderivative. Therewere
numerousempty packagesof Sudafed
or generic brands of pseudoephedrine
foundinbothtrailers, officerssaid.

The KBI officers reported that the
lab setup at this St. Francis residence
was one of the largest they had seen.
Oneof theagentssaid out of all of the
labs they have closed down this year,
it compared with the second and third
largest.

Had the labs exploded, he said, the

blast could havedestroyed acity block.
Thelabswerewithin 1,000 feet of the
high school and gradeschool, whichis
aseriousfelony.

The KBI took samples of items
foundinthelabandwill sendthemon
toitslab. On Saturday evening, mem-
bers of a hazardous material team ar-
rived to remove all chemicals and
trash, leaving St. Francis about mid-
night.

The trailers were then sealed and
signs posted on the doors. Officials
withtheK ansasDepartment of Health
and Environment will test the struc-
turesto seeif they canbesafely cleaned
up or if it will need to be destroyed.

Chief Ryan commended business
ownersandtheir employeesfor watch-
ing for andreportingwhenlargequan-
tities of over-the-counter drugs and
other items used for making metham-
phetamine had been sold and who had
purchased them.

“Had they not reported these sales,
wewould not have been ableto obtain
the search warrants,” he said.

DeAragon was being held in the
Sherman County Bastillewithout bond
asof Monday.

Earlierinthemonth, officersseized
another lab near the school, arresting
four people from St. Francis, a Hays
man and an Atwood man.
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For more information about the Internet and
how to sign up, call (785) 899-2338

. nwkansas.com

brings you Internet &
E-mail access!

The world is at your fingertips via the Internet
and nwkansas.com! For only $16.50 a month,
(if you pay $198 for ayear — includesfour months
free service compared to regular rates) you get:
*Unlimited access to the Internet, a rapidly
growing network of computersall over theworld.
You'll find news, hobbies, businesses, law, edu-
cation, censusinformation, research papers, new
products and services, museums, art, cyber tour
guides, moviereviews, recipes, stock market in-
formation, weather derts, satdlliteimages, maga:
zZines, restaurants, trave tips, university exten-
sioninformation, church and religiousnewsand

E-mail.

(Regularly $24.95 a month)

E-mail « World WideWeb « Full access

[he

views, palitics, philosophy, auto mechanics and
much, much more!

*E-mail address and account. If you want to
stay intouch with friendsand relatives, but dread
those long-distance phone hills, or delaysin the
regular mail, relief isat hand. For fractionsof a
penny, you can instantly send E-mail to anyone
with an E-mail address, anywhere in the world,
down the street or over the hill. You can even
send pictures and other files as an attachment to

*Technical supportisjust aphonecal away. If
you have any questionsjust call 785-899-2338.

Special rate of $99.80 for 5 months (like getting one month free service),
thereisno sign-up fee, so you save $24.95
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