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The new tourist and travel center on Interstate 70 about 10 miles west of town is scheduled to open the first
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week of April.

Contaminated trash
a problem for city, county

At their hastily called meeting at
noon Tuesday, city commissionersdis-
cussed the county’s refusal to let city
crews dump two loaded trash trucks.

“Thereisno system that isgoing to
give (the county) what they want,”
Commissioner CurtisHurd said. “It’s
uptousto decidewhat wearegoingto
do.”

“Trash is trash,” Commissioner
Chuck Lutterssaid. “If they want tobe
sticklers, there’sno way we can guar-
anteeaload.”

Theboard discussed the possibility
of hauling the city’s trash to another
landfill, or of openingalandfill of their
own.

“Who'sto say evenif wedump and
sort, if (county supervisor Margaret
Russell) will still accept the loads,”
Hurd said.

“Maybe in the long run, it'll be
cheaper to take loads to Garden City
and not use our county dump,” Com-
missioner Rick Billinger said.

“Rather than spending thousandsof
dollarsonthisproblem, thecity should
taketheinitiativeandfind another way
toget rid of our trash,” Hurd said. “No
other townshavethisBSwehaveto put
up with.”

“What makes me mad,” Commis-
sioner Dean Blume said, “is the citi-
zens of Goodland havealot of money

in the landfill, and there are so many
restrictionswecan’t useit.”

City Manager RonPickmansaidhis
biggest concern with boycotting the
county landfill isthat thetaxpayers of
Goodland haveput alot of money into
thenew dump, includinga$150-a-year
payment on their property tax.

“We have paid for that dump, we
should be ableto useit,” he said.

“I think the people of Goodland
should pay that $150 ayear under pro-
test,” Hurdsaid. “ Thiswholething has
gotten out of hand.

Oneadlternativefor thecity wouldbe
not pick up trash at all, Hurd said.

“1 don’tthink wewanttogothat far,”
Lutters said. “It istempting, though,
isn'tit?’

Pickman said the city wasin adi-
lemma, and neededto makeadecision
right away to do something with the
loaded trucks.

“If they’re not going to let usdump
here,” Rohr said, “we have to dump
somewhere.”

L utterssuggested callingaroundand
seeingif another landfill would accept
the trash for a couple days. Pickman
sent Ed Wolak, city director of public
works, tocall Thomasand other coun-
ties.

Wolak reported that some counties
were going to call him back, but that

Thomas County required loads to be
separated.

Thecommissionersdecidedtotryto
set up ameeting with the county.

“L et’shaveanother meetingwiththe
county commissioners,” Hurd said.
“Let’swaste some moretime.”

Pickman said that was agood idea.

“Weareat themercy of thecounty,”
he said. “We have full trucks and no
whereto dump them.”

L utters said the county was making
the trash issues more difficult than it
had to be.

“1 don't feel likethe county is serv-
ing the public,” Lutters said. “They
want their paycheck, and that'sit.”

“The staff isextremely frustrated,”
Pickman said. “We have tried every-
thing. We' reout of options, other than
revamping our whole system.

“It'sashame. Astaxpayers, weown
thelandfill, and wecan’t useit.”

Pickman said it looks like the only
solution might be to go to individual
containers and rear-loading trucks,
which he said would involve alot of
start-up costs would use alot of man-
power. Rateswould probably haveto
beraised again.

The commissioners passed the mo-
tion to suspend trash service and they
adjourned until they could meet with
the county.

Center promotes Kansas
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economy by letting travel ers know of
places and activities in Kansas. Any-
thing atourist buyshaslocal and state
salestax attached to it, she said.

“They may not spendtheir moneyin
the Goodland area,” Crotinger said,
“but money spent anywhereinthestate
doeshelpus. Thereareal ot of benefits
of tourism peopledon’t see.”

Thelobby of the new center will be
open 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, Crotinger said, andtheinforma-
tion section will be open from 8 am.
to6p.m.inthetourist seasonand9a.m.
to 5 p.m. therest of theyear. Theonly
days the center will close, Crotinger
said, are holidays.

The center will beabusy place, she
said. Thefirstweek of May isNational

Tourism Week, and the Northwest
Kansas Travel Council will set up a
popcornmachineat thecenter for trav-
elers. Even rattlesnakes may become
an attraction.

“Sometimes the folks from the
Rattlesnake Roundup (in Sharon
Springs) bring in some snakes,” Cro-
tinger said, shivering for a second.
“That'snot my favorite, butthey doit.”

Thecenter will boast agift shop, but
it won't open with the center.

“We'renot sureyet whoisgoing to
run the shop,” Crotinger said. “There
arefederal lawsregulating retail sales
on Interstates, and we still have some
red tape to work through.”

Beside the normal magnets and T-
shirts, shesaid shehopesthe shop will
sell Kansas-made products.

“We hope to help Kansas-based

businesses,” Crotinger said.

The center isalmost ready to open.
A few counter topshavetobereplaced,
travel brochures have to be unboxed
and displayed, and thereissomeland-
scaping around the building which
needsfinished, Crotinger said.

“Every timethelandscapersdecided
to work,” she said, “the weather got
nasty.”

Allthecenter hastodoiswait for the
Department of Transportationtofinish
grounds work on the rest stop, which
shouldtakeacoupleof weeks, shesaid.

A formal grand opening will prob-
ably be held at the end of April, she
said, addingthat sheisready togetintc
her new building.

“It'sbeenagood year of mess,” she
said.“I don’tknowthat I’ d gothrough
it again, but it should beworthit.”
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City, county agree to sort loads,
keep bad stuff out of the landfill

just keep contaminating theloads.”
Thecity commissionersagreedto

shouldn’tgointhelandfill but saidthe
city hasn’t had enoughtimetoeducate
people about what can go in their
trash.

“We have not had an accommoda-
tion or adjustment period,” Blume
said.

City Commissioner Chuck L utters
said he knows there has been some
contamination, but wanted to know
why the loads were rejected with no
warning.

“This did not just happen over-
night,” County Commissioner Chuck
Frankenfeld replied. “We have all
known for awhile what the landfill
will accept.”

Pickman said the city hasdoneev-
erything to control what goesin
dumpstersshort of nolonger picking
up trash.

“Let’sall givethiseducationthing
achance to work,” Hurd said. “1t'll
never work, butlet’ sgiveitachance.”

Rasure said the county would be
willing to allow the city to place an
employee at the station to sort trash.
County Commissioner Mitch Tiede
said it wouldn't solve any problems.

“Peoplewill know thetrashisbe-
ing sorted,” Tiede said, “and they’ll

put asecond persononthecity trucks
to help sort trash.

“We'll tryitfor awhile,” Pickman
said, “and see what happens.”

Tiedetoldthecity commissioners
that thecounty wasn'ttryingtomake
it hard for thecity.

“Today washardonus,” Pickman
said. “It took ushby surprise.”

“We know it’s stringent,” Way
said. “Wedon'tlikeit any morethan
youdo.”

Pickman asked that the next time
therewasaproblemwithaloadona
city truck, the county commission-
ers call the city and let them know
what was going on, and try to work
the problem out, rather than just re-
fusing the load.

“To just have one person say,
‘Take it away,”” Pickman said,
“That’snot good.”

Both setsof commissionersended
the meeting by saying they will try
towork together better inthefuture.

The county commissioners met
before the joint meeting to decide
what their stand was going to be.

“| don’t seeany reason to change
our position,” Tiede said. “Nothing
haschanged. Theseruleshavetobe

followed.”

Therest of thecommissionagreed.

“I haven't changed my opinion.
(The city is) having problems with
their customers,” Frankenfeld said.
“They need to educate them. That’s
what wearedoing here, educating our
customer.”

“1 don’'t know what theanswer is,”
Tiedesaid. “Itisthecity’scustomers
causing the problems.”

Atthecounty meeting, Way said he
hastalkedtoother county administra-
tors, andthey likedthecounty’s" zero
tolerance” policy on mixed waste.

“They canunderstandwhy wewant
todothat,” Way said, “and they think
itisagoodidea.”

Way said part of the problem may
bethat thecity doesn’t understandthe
severity of finesthecounty couldface
if they are inspected and found to be
violating state regul ations.

“They think we're overboard on
our regulations, that we're being
spiteful,” hesaid. “ That’sjust not the
case. Most of our rules are handed
downfromthefederal and state gov-
ernments.”

Way said, though, that hecould see
why the city was getting upset.

“They are getting it at both ends,”
hesaid.

First National Bank acquires Bird City unit
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St. FrancisinApril 1994, theFirst Na-
tional Bank of Quinter in December
1998, the Kirk State Bank of Kirk in
April 2000and Commercial Federal of
Oberlin in June 2001. First National
openedabranchinColbyinMay 1995.

The Security State Bank was estab-
lished on November 1, 1929, with E.L
Bacon as president-cashier. The first
employees included his wife, Oma
Bacon and his cousin, Edgar Rober-

tson.

Raobertson, who eventually became
thebank’smajor sharehol der, diedlast
year after working at the bank for 72
yearsand devel opingagood reputation
asabanker.

When Security State openitsdoors
in 1929, it had 75 checking accounts
with $20,000 in capital and $2,000
surplus. When Robertson died, the
bank’ sassetswerearound $18 million.

The bank survived the Depression
yearsand amajor robbery. In1931, a

House struggleswith budget

TOPEKA (AP) — Beset by mem-
bers’ doubtsabout deep spending cuts
and besieged by protesters, the House
struggled today to write a plan for
eliminating a projected $700 million
budget shortfall.

In a series of votes, members re-
stored money to the proposed budget
for the next fiscal year to lessen the
potential cutsin education and social
services spending. Members debated

budget issues for four hours before
adjourning Tuesday evening and re-
sumed their work today.

They didapprove, 71-52, abill mak-
ing minor changesinthebudget for the
current fiscal year, whichendsJune30.
But the big issueisthe budget for fis-
cal 2003, which starts July 1.

The debate centerson aplan by the
House Appropriations Committee to
balance revenuesand spending.

Rumor s Lounge

inside Howard Johnson

Nightly Specials - Fun Atmosphere
Sunday $2.50 Shots

M onday $2.00 Bottles Beer
Tuesday $1.00 off Mixed Drinks
Wednesday $1.00 Draws

Thursday 50¢ off Well Drinks
Friday 1 free drink w/Rest. medl
Saturday 1 freedrink w/3 drinks

Hours: 5 p.m. - midnite 365 days ayear

Whispers

inside Howard Johnson

lonebandit crawledthroughthebank’s
window during the night. When the
bank opened the next morning, the
bandit tied up each of the employees.

Pointingagun at Robertson, therob-
ber ordered him to open the vault and
safe. The bandit stuck a package of

money in his shirt and grabbed two
bags of silver, taking about $1,400.

Employees were forced into the
vault and the door was locked. Later
that day, therobber and anaccomplice
were found plowing afield of corn
stalks north of Bird City.

Wassup?

Find out. Log on today!
www.goodlandnet.com

Reduced to $62,000.

in. $59,500.

$75,000.

laundry. $49,500.

HOMES OFFERED FOR
SALE BY RICHARDSON'’S
HOMESTEAD REALTY

New lowered price .... 622 Arcade ... prime location. 3 bedroom,
1 1/4 bath brick home, family room, corner lot, hot water heat,
attached garage, roof with warranty transferable to new owner,

Take alook inside .... 1522 Caldwell ... 3 bedroom, 2 bath home.
Completely remodeled. No work to do in thisone .... just move

Country Living .... 5450 Rd. 9 ...
home with over 2800 sg. ft. of living space, family room with
fireplace. Metal siding, central heat & air. $110,000.

Need aworkshop .... 1606 Texas ....Very nice 3 bedroom 2 bath
1994 Wedgewood modular. Central heat & air, family room,
large master bedroom plus workshop/garage and carport.

. 6 bedrooms, 3 baths. Spacious

RECD qualified home ... 307 W 10th .... 3 bedrooms, 1 1/2
baths, new carpet in living room, formal dining room, main floor

Cynthia Butts 785-899-3944 / Donna Moore 785-899-6159

Howard Johnson

I-70 & K-27 « 785-899-3644
Goodland, KS

Friday
Steak & Shrimp $8.95

Saturday
Prime Rib $1.25 oz

(minimum 5 o0z.)

RICHARDSON’S
HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.

1023 Main » Goodland, KS 67735
785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426

OR E-MAIL US AT: homested@goodland.ixks.com

IL Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

EQUAL HOUSING

Kit Carson County

Memorial Hospital

286 16th St. « Burlington, CO 80807
For an appointment, call (719) 346-5311. ext. 132 or 133
Monday-Friday
SPECIALTY CLINIC CALENDAR

Allergy
Dr. Rumbyrt April 18 8:30- 2:00
Anesthesiology
Gary Kliewer, CRNA-ARNP
Audiology
L. Young, CCC-A April 10 8:30- 12:00
Cardiology
Dr. Godfrey April 3 8:30-4:30
April 18 2:00-4:30
Der matology
Dr. Kornfeld April 26 11:00 - 6:00
Ear/Nose/T hr oat
Dr. Barron April 10 8:30- 12:00
Gastroenter ology
Dr. Jones April 18 8:45 - 4:00
Dr. Roller April 2 8:30- 4:00
General Surgery
Dr. Robinson April 10 8:30- 12:00
Dr. Frankum April 16 8:30 -
Neur ology
Dr. Mazowiecki April 3 9:00 - 4:00
April 17 9:00- 4:00
OB/GYN
Dr. Womack April 24 8:30- 2:00
Oncology
Dr. Rubinowitz April 3 11:30 - 6:00
Orthopedic
Baob Allen PA-C Will see her post ops & revisits and new
patientsif requested.
April 10 8:30- 12:00
Dr. Leo Will not not be in Burlington April, May or June.
Dr. Reiss April 18 1:00 - 4:30
Dr. Friermood April 24 8:30- 2:00
Pathologist
monthly
Podiatry
Dr. Ouderkirk April 25 8:30- 2:00
Pulmonary Medicine
Dr. Weisiger April 2 8:30-4:00
April 11 8:30- 3:30
April 24 8:30- 2:00
Radiologist
weekly
Urologist
Dr. Abernathy April 25 8:30- 12:00

ACTIVE MEDICAL STAFF

Dr. Wayne Hoppe
Dr. Zach Pimentel
Dr. James Perez

(719) 346-5301
(719) 346-9481
(719) 346-9481



