
Bible Baptist Church
Pastor:  Don Crutcher

Fifth & Broadway
899-7368

Sunday: Sunday School:  9 am
Worship Service:  10 am

Evening Service:  6:30 pm
Wednesday:  Evening Bible Study:  7 pm

Calvary Gospel Church
Pastor:  Rev. Steve Rains

Fourth & College • 899-3605
Sunday: Sunday School:  9:15 am

Morning Worship:  10:30 am
Evening Worship:  6:30 pm

Wednesday:  Family Night:  7 pm
Adult Bible Study and Youth Group

Saturday:  Prayer Meeting:  5-7 pm
If you  would like to receive a free newsletter, please call the church office.

Church of Christ
401 Caldwell

899-6185
Sunday:  Bible Study:  9:45 am

Worship Service:  10:45 am
Evening Service:  6 pm

Wednesday:  Bible Study:  7 pm

Kanorado
United Methodist Church

Pastor: Leonard Cox
399-2468

Sunday:  Sunday School:  9 am
Worship Service:  10:15 am

United Methodist Church
Brewster:

Pastor:
Worship Service:  10:45 am CST

Sunday School:  9:45 am CST
Winona:

Minister: Rev. Bob Winters
Worship Service:  9 am CST

Sunday School:  10:15 am CST

Word of Life Foursquare Church
223 E. 10th
899-5250

Pastor: John Coumerilh
Sunday:  Worship Celebration &

Kids’ Church:  10:30 am

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Pastor: Father Daryl Olmstead

307 W. 13th • 899-7205
Sacrament of Reconciliation:

  4:30-5 pm Saturday or by appointment
Mass Schedule:
Saturday:  6 pm

Sunday:  8 am and 10:30 am
Spanish Mass:

1st & 3rd Sunday:  2 pm

Pleasant Home Church
Serving the rural community for over 100 years

Rt. 1, Box 180 • 694-2807 • 3190 Road 70
Pastor: Jim Cress

899-5784
Sunday:  Worship Service:  9 am

Sunday School:  10 am
Evening Service:  6 pm

Goodland Bible Church
109 Willow Road • 899-6400

Pastor:
Sunday:  Sunday School:  9:45 am

Morning Worship:  11 am
Evening Worship:  6 pm

Wednesday:  Call for location

Seventh Day Adventist Church
1160 Cattletrail

Pastor: Arlin Cochran • 785-332-2888
Saturday:  Sabbath School:  9:30 am

Worship Service:  11 am

The following sponsors urge YOU to attend your chosen House of Worship this Sabbath:

Good Samaritan Center
208 W. 2nd

Koons Funeral Chapel
North Main

Golden Wheat Ranch
Office 110 E. 11th

Goodland Daily News
1205 Main

Church of the Nazarene
Pastor:  Matthew Delp

Third & Caldwell
899-2080 or 899-3797

Sunday:  Sunday School:  9:45 am
Worship Service:  10:50 am

Evening Service:  6 pm
Wednesday:  Evening Service:  7 pm

First Baptist Church
Pastor: Bud Chester

Fifth & Center • 899-3450
Sunday:  Sunday School:  9:15 am

Morning Worship:  10:30 am
Evening Worship:  6:30 pm

Tuesday:  Mens’ Prayer Group:  6:00 am
Thursday:  Night Bible Study: 7:00 pm

Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints

1200 15th Street • Burlington, CO • (970) 664-2470
Sacrament Meeting:  9:30 am

Sunday School:  10:45 am
Priesthood/Relief Society:  11:30 am

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
13th & Sherman • 899-6161
Pastor: Scott Grimshaw

Sunday:  Sunday School:  8:45 am
Worship Service:  10 am

Wednesday:  Confirmation:  6 pm

First United Methodist Church
1116 Sherman

899-3631
Pastor:  Rev. Carol Moore-Ramey
Sunday:  Sunday School:  9:15 am

Worship Service:  10:30 am Grace Fellowship Church
104 E. Hwy 24 • 899-6423

Pastor:  Bob Snyder • Residence:  899-0134
Sunday:  Sunday School:  10 am

Worship Service:  11 am
Wednesday 6:30 pm

“Building on Firm Foundations”

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
13th & Center

899-2115 or Rectory 899-2114
Priest:  Father Charles Schneider

Deacon:  Gretchen Talitha
Adult Forum:  Sunday :  8:30 am

Morning Prayer:  9:30 am 1st & 5th Sundays
Holy Eucharist:  2nd, 3rd, & 4th Sundays:  9:30
Sr. Warden for emergencies during the week 899-2067

Saints and Sinners: Childhoos innocence is under assault

Convert hopes to study to become country’s first black woman rabbi
By Colleen Slevin

Associated Press Writer
DENVER — Alysa Stanton’s spiri-

tual journey started in her childhood,
when she and her family attended a
Pentecostal church. As a young adult,
she explored other religions, eventually
choosing Judaism.

Now, at age 38, she is poised to take
her faith another step by studying to
become a rabbi — the first black
woman rabbi in the United States, ac-
cording to experts.

“I want to be a rabbi who breaks bar-
riers, inspires dreams and builds
bridges,” said Stanton, who is prepar-
ing to start the five-year course of study
leading to ordination.

There are black rabbis in the Ethio-
pian Jewish community. But if Stanton
completes the program at Hebrew
Union College in Los Angeles, the Re-
form movement’s seminary, she will be

the first black woman rabbi in this
country, Jewish authorities believe.

“It’s a reminder that Jews come in all
colors and all ethnic groups,” said
Rabbi Richard Levy, director of rab-
binic studies at Hebrew Union College.

Officials at the Conservative
movement’s Jewish Theological Semi-
nary in New York, Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College outside Philadel-
phia, and Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America said they
knew of no black women rabbis.

Stanton, a children’s psychotherapist
from suburban Aurora, went to a Pen-
tecostal church in Cleveland Heights,
Ohio, before her family moved to Den-
ver when she was 10.

For two years, she studied Hebrew
and Jewish thought as a psychology
undergraduate at Colorado State Uni-
versity in Fort Collins, then sought out
an Orthodox rabbi in Denver for inten-

sive study. She made the 140-mile
round trip each week in a gasoline-guz-
zling car, sometimes paying for fuel
with quarters.

At age 24, she decided to convert.
“Judaism resonates,” Stanton said,

“not just as a religion, but as a culture,
an ethnic group.”

At first family members thought her
conversion was just a phase — and they
took years to adjust. She lost Christian
and black friends, who felt she was run-
ning away from God.

Stanton said it was painful to lose
those friendships.

“I think people enter our lives for
different reasons and when that lesson
or experience is over, we have to move
on,” Stanton said.

Her conversion also drew attention
from fellow Jews. At some events, there
were Sammy Davis Jr. jokes, and some
people asked whether her mother was

Jewish.
She considered becoming a cantor,

since she plays guitar and sings, but
learned Orthodox Judaism does not al-
low women to become cantors or rab-
bis.

In 1992, she began attending a Re-
form synagogue, Temple Emanuel, in
Denver. She was attracted by the social
activism of the Reform movement and
said she felt welcome immediately in
the synagogue.

“I wasn’t an oddity. I was just another
new face,” she said.

Two years ago, Stanton began to con-
sider becoming a rabbi.

She said she had an epiphany while
explaining to her 7-year-old adoptive
daughter that she belonged to her as
surely as if she had given birth to the
child. Stanton said it made her see who
she was, too — a person who had been
adopted by a religion and now fit into it.

“I realized you’re not just loved and
accepted but you belong,” she said.

As she became more active at Temple
Emanuel, the city’s largest synagogue,
others began asking Stanton if she ever
considered becoming a rabbi. That, and
word of older students following that
path, helped quiet her own doubts that
she was “too old and too poor” to do it.

In fact, she may be a better fit than she
had initially thought. The seminary has
become increasingly diverse, with
women making up half of Hebrew
Union’s classes, said Rabbi Roxanne
Schneider, the school’s admissions di-
rector.

There are more “second-career” rab-
bis and many of the older students are
women since the rabbinate only be-
come an option for them in the last 30
years, Schneider said.

After getting her acceptance letter to
Hebrew Union, Stanton stopped by to
pick up her daughter at a Pentecostal
church where her sister was directing
the choir. When her sister told the group
Stanton’s news, they gave her a stand-
ing ovation.

“We just stand by each other,”
Stanton said of her family. “We may not
all agree with what each member is
doing but we support each other.”

Colin Powell lost me recently when he said
that, while he was in favor of sexual abstinence
for young people, if they decided to ignore that
advice and engage in sex anyhow, here is what
they should do to avoid getting in trouble.

To me, this is like parents sitting down with
their children and telling them, “We don’t want
you to cheat on your school work. But, if you’re
going to cheat anyway, here’s how to do it with-
out getting caught.”

Life between the genders used to be a lot sim-
pler. What happened? According to talk show
host Michael Medved, “In every corner of con-
temporary childhood, innocence is under as-
sault. Parental protectiveness has been over-
whelmed by a society that seems perversely
determined to frighten and corrupt its own

young in a misguided effort to ‘prepare’ them
for a harsh, dangerous future.”

We shower our youngsters, says Medved,
with every sort of material blessing, “but we
can’t seem to give them the greatest gift of all
— a secure, optimistic and reasonably sheltered
childhood.”

While this does not bode well for the future,
there may be some breaks in the clouds on the
horizon. A sociologist has completed a study of
50 sexually-liberated young couples who de-
cided that living together unmarried wasn’t all
they thought it was going to be. He predicts we
may be wrapping love and marriage in the same
package again so that you can’t have one with-
out the other. No longer will it be possible to
break up the set.

On paper, the young people seemed to make
out a good case for playing house. In this way,
you could be sure your relationship was the right
one before you made it permanent. It would cut
down on divorce and broken marriages.

The suspicion persisted, however, that living
together without being married was just a way
to have the fun of sex with no strings attached.

When we were teenagers, a boy and girl had

a way of finding out whether they were made
for each other that was more low-key. It had the
same effect of testing the durability of a rela-
tionship, but it was much more innocent.

We called it “going steady.”
If you were going steady with someone, it

meant that you were pledged not to go out with
anyone else. Many parents disapproved of the
custom. They figured the teenagers were get-
ting serious too soon.

Often, their worries were unfounded. It didn’t
take long for many a young couple going steady
to discover that they couldn’t stand each other.
There were those, however, who went from
steady right to the altar.

There was Jack Donovan, for example. He
and I hitchhiked one summer to Chippewa Lake

to visit some girls who had a cottage there. I
thought I had a date for the evening, but when
we arrived I found that my girl had another date.
So, I spent the evening on the front porch of the
cottage talking to Miss Coates, the girls’ chap-
erone for the week.

Jack, meanwhile, who had thumbed all the
way to Chippewa without any prospects for the
evening, ended up with two dates. He lined up
one date for 8 p.m., and the other for 11:30. I
should have known then that anyone with that
kind of drawing power would one day get him-
self elected mayor, which he did.

A year or so after our Chippewa adventure,
Jack met a pretty coed named Jean Rawlins. His
dance card had only one name on it from then
on. He and Jean married and had eight children.
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Topside Office Products, Inc.
1110 Main

Sonrise Christian Church
Ninth & Caldwell • 899-5398

Minister: Tony Kafka
Youth Minister: Doug Bean

Sunday:  Worship Service:  9:30 am
Sunday School:  10:45 am

Wednesday:
Junior/Senior High Meeting:  7 pm
Adult & Children’s Classes:  7 pm

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)

Pastor:  Loren Strait
Eighth & Arcade • 899-5233

Sunday:  Worship Service:  10:30 am
Sunday School:   9:15 a.m.

Activities:  Junior High & High School Youth Groups,
Adult Bible Study, Choir, Men’s and Women’s Groups,

Devotions Study, Monthly Fellowship
Special Notice:  Handicap Accessible, Hearing

Assistance Equipment and Infant and Toddler
Nurseries Available

Bible Baptist Church
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Iglisia Del Dios Vivo
La Luz Del Mundo

Spanish Speaking Church
Minister: Esteban Ortiz B.

1601 Texas • 899-5275
Daily Prayer: Sunday thru

Saturday: 5 am & 6 pm
Sunday:  Sunday School:  10 am

Short & Son Trucking
Hwy. 24

Internet tonight! Now with high speed
connections at the same low prices!

Call 899-2338


