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commentary

from other pens...

Children shouldn't be
casualties of budget

The Manhattan Mercury on state budget:

A couple of developments last week are cause for encouragement that
public school students in Kansas won’t be casualties of the state’s bud-
get crisis and that common sense hasn’t been abandoned.

First came House Speaker Kent Glasscock’s stated intent to hold
Kansas school children harmless in budget deliberations. ...

... Noless important was a proposal Friday from Gov. Bill Graves to
address the shortfall. As he had indicated he would, the governor pro-
posed both major tax increases and significant spending cuts, acombi-
nation that, unfortunately, is necessary.

The $364 million in proposed tax increases includes raising the state
sales tax from 4.9 percent to 5.2 percent and increasing income taxes
by 5 percent. ... Cognizant of the burden higher taxes would present to
Kansans, the governor wisely is proposing that they expire after three
years.

The $366 million in proposed spending cuts would, among other
reductions, scale back social services, close five minimum security
prisons and shorten the duration of the Legislature by 10 days.

The governor’s outline is, of course, not the final word. Nor, given
the reductions it would mean for higher education and many other ar-
eas, is it ideal.

But it does provide a new framework for a Legislature still coming
to grips with the scope of the shortfall and with the once-unthinkable
tax increases and spending cuts that will be necessary to ensure a stable
future for Kansas.

The Garden City Telegram on Sunday sales:

Kansas lawmakers should take their head out of the sand. The world
is progressing, apparently much to their dismay.

Once again the Kansas House has defeated an effort to allow retail
sales of beer, wine and liquor or Sundays...

Kansas continues to be one of the few holdouts to old-time thinking
on the issue, to the detriment of the citizens of the state and their ability
to manage their own lives.

One lawmaker offered the absurd notion that Sunday sales would lead
to more drunken driving deaths and alcoholism...

There arereligious underpinnings to the law preventing Sunday sales
and civil libertarians could make a case that it violates the separation
of church and state.

Kansas has always had fairly arcane liquor laws, a product of the
puritan past and ultraconservative present ...

Nothing prevents someone of legal age from patronizing any of the
local restaurants that serve alcohol on Sunday, imbibe beyond reason
and attempt to drive home. ...

Sunday sales won’t cause any fewer people to attend church and
doesn’t mean those who want to buy a six-pack on a Sunday are devi-
ants or decadent or any such nonsense.

There really is no logical justification for Kansas lawmakers to pro-
hibit Sunday sales of beer, wine and liquor, so you’ve got to wonder
why they cling to unnecessary legislation.
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BUDGET CUTS...
REMEMBER,
IT'S AN
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I have decided I would like to visit Chile

I want to go to Chile.

My husband merely raises his eyebrows and
gives me a condescending smile.

I know I’ ve been brainwashed, but so what?

This fixation with Chile — the country, not the
food — started on Friday when I got the chance to
visit the Chilean embassy in Washington.

Steve and I were in town for a National News-
paper meeting, and as part of the sessions we were
offered a chance to visit an embassy, either Chile,
Norway or Austria. Steve chose none of the above.
He wanted to try anew train, Amtrak’s high-speed
Acela, which goes up to 150 mph.

I said, since I’d never been to an embassy be-
fore, I didn’t care. My lottery number came up
Chile.

I thought about Chile and realized that it is one
of three countries I canrecognize on an outline map
of South America. I can point out Brazil, Argen-
tina and Chile. Brazil because it’s soooo big. Ar-
gentina because we had an Argentinean foreign-
exchange student for a semester and Chile because
Iremembered it was long and on the Pacific coast.

Chileis/ong. The ambassador told us thatithad
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3,000 miles of coastline butis only 100 miles wide.
Itis like a ribbon along the side of the continent.

The country stretches from the Atacama Desert
in the north to Terra del Fuego in the south.

The desert is so dry it has almost no plant life,
but there are huge deposits of copper, Chile’s No.
1 export. The desert gives way to the central val-
ley, where four-fifths of the population lives.

The valley contains most of the country’s agri-
culture, including alot of fruit and vegetable farm-
ing.

To the south, the land is again almost uninhab-
ited but contains lots of inlets and bays where
salmon fishing and salmon raising have become a
major industry.

To the far south, Chile owns about half of Terra

True sentence for the

Shawn stayed home, even though he loves the
sausage and eggs at the Buttercup. People stare at
him. Even adults who should know better.

“They didn’t getany home training, honey,” his
aunt, Belinda Arnett, always tells him. “They never
learned empathy.”

But Shawn Jonesis 11, an age when the one and
only goal is to get through the day without public
embarrassment. So, it’s safer to watch “The
Jeffersons.” In front of the unseeing television, he
islike everyoneelse, like he used to be, before last
summer.

It has been eight months since three pit bulls
yanked Shawn off his new blue mountain bike in
his Richmond neighborhood. Upon finding the
bloodied and mangled boy in a thistle field, the
dogs’ owner left him for dead, never calling 911.
Then he hid the dogs. Because Shawn survived,
police were only able to charge the man with a
misdemeanor— which provoked such outrage that
the state legislature changed the law in September
to allow felony charges in similar attacks.

Shawn has noears. His face, virtually torn off in
the attack, looks like a mask. His skull, arms and
hands are rutted and roped with scars. He can’t
smile because his jaw muscles are gone. His speech
is slow and slurred. He has little use of his right
hand because the tendons were ripped out.

His life is an endless series of doctors’ appoint-
ments: psychiatrists, surgeons and physical thera-
pists. He can’t attend school. He brushes his teeth
carefully to avoid hurting the damaged tissue in-
side his mouth. He has to change his shirt after
every meal because his gripisn’t strong enough to
control the fork.

He steels himself for the next surgery and the
nextand the next, as doctors try toreconstruct some
semblance of who he was.

“I can tell by his voice when he wakes up if it’s
going to be a rough morning,” Arnett said over
breakfast at the Buttercup in Oakland. On rough
days, Shawnrefuses to go to therapy or see another
doctor. Sometimes, he shuts himself in the bath-
room and howls.

“His personality is like aroller-coaster,” Arnett
said. She took overas Shawn’s legal guardian soon
after the attack when her sister became over-
whelmed with the medical decisions. She was car-
ing for an 8-year-old, mentally handicapped
nephew when she took Shawn in last September,
after his three months at Children’s Hospital.

Her living room now houses a huge filing cabi-
net to keep track of Shawn’s doctors (20 so far),
education, prescriptions, medical supplies, trust
fund, social-services personnel, Social Security,
Medi-Cal, Catholic Charities and lawyers. People
look at Arnett’s Day Runner date book covered
with appointments for Shawn, and they marvel at
her devotion. Butshe says most of the time she feels
inadequate, lost and exhausted.

“If Thad to doitagain, I wouldn’t be available,”
she admitted. “I’mtired. Justtired. Idoalotof cry-

Storm spotter training nextweek

Dear Editor,

The Storm season is headed our way, hard to
believe that when they are predicting snow for us
this weekend, but the calendar tells us it is time to
prepare. The Sherman County Communications
and Emergency Management departmentis host-
ing the annual Storm Spotters training on Thurs-
day, April 4, 2002.

The National Weather Service of Goodland, will
be presenting this training and it is free to all who
which to participate. We will hold the training at
the Kansas National Guard Armory, starting at 7
p-m. It is imperative to have well trained eyes
watching the skies especially for the City of Good-
land, as the radar can not do everything to protect
us.

Ifyouhavenothad the training in the last 3 years,
you must attend to have your certification with the
weather service updated. We need spotters in the
South Western and South Eastern sections of Sher-
man County. If you know someone who lives in
these areas, pick up the phone and invite them to
attend the training with you.

As always, it is important to remind all of the
citizens of this county, your personal protectionis

from our
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your responsibility. Take the time to help protect
yourself, your family and friends. Attend this free
weather spotters training, 7 p.m., Thursday, April
4 ,. at the Kansas National Guard Armory.

Mary Messamore

Sherman County Communications and Emer-
gency Management

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned letters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. We reserve the right
to edit letters for length and good taste.

del Fuego, the desolate island between the Cape
Horn and the Straits of Magellan, the only path be-
tween the Atlantic and Pacific oceans until the open-
ing of the Panama Canal.

Surprisingly, Chile owns Easter Island, the home
of those enormous stone heads, in Polynesia.

How long is Chile? If the country were turned
upside down and laid along the western coast of
North America it would extend from the middle of
Alaska to the northern part of Mexico. The south
of Chile has an Alaskan climate and the north a
Mexican climate.

Of course, the ambassador made the place sound
like paradise, butI was impressed that they have fly
fishing, rafting, surfing, beaches, geysers, volca-
noes and ice fields. Trapped between the Andes
mountains and the ocean, the country has a little of
everything.

I was impressed.

Of course, the ambassador glossed over the pov-
erty, political problems and earthquakes, but hey,
no place is perfect.

When’s the next jet to the Pacific side of South
America?

crime

ing and a lot of praying. The crying relieves the
pressure, so when I walk out of the house it’s (with)
a smile and my head up.”

Shawn’s mother helps out, staying with Shawn
when Arnett has to be out and taking Shawn on
Saturdays so he can play with his brothers and sis-
ters. “I never would have thought this would have
affected the family in the way ithas. We don’tknow
what to expect from day to day,” said Arnett.

Sometimes Shawn’s stepfather or a neighbor
takes him fishing, though lately Shawn has declined
the invitations. “The doctor says we need to get out
formore activities, but Shawn never wants to leave
the car,” said Arnett.

I called Arnett the morning after our breakfast.
She sounded more drained than the day before. “I
have four appointments today,” she said. “If it were
up tome, sweetheart, I’d stay in my pajamas. People
want to tell me I’'m a hero. I'm no hero. Shawn’s
the hero.”

As Diane Whipple’s family and friends await a
verdict this week in the sensational dog-mauling
trial in Los Angeles, Shawn’s family and friends
wait for neither resolution nor justice. No one will
serve time for the grisly attack on an 11-year-old
boy trying out his new bike. Punishment for the
crime falls only on Shawn and his family, and, as
they now have come to understand, it’s a life sen-
tence.

Joan Ryan is a columnist for the San Francisco
Chronicle. Send comments to her e-mail at
Jjoanryan @ sfgate.com.
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“PSST! HeY, BubDY, WANT To USE
MY SHREDDER ?"




