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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 6:06 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 5:36 a.m.
* Sunset, 6:07 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 38 degrees
* Humidity 29 percent
* Sky clear and sunny
+ Winds southwest 20 m.p.h.
* Barometer 29.82 inches

and falling

* Record High 89° (1963)
* Record Low 8° (1931)

Last 24 Hours*

High 71°
Low 25°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear, low mid 30s,
winds variable 5-10 m.p.h. Tomor-
row: mostly sunny, high near 60, low
30s, winds north 10-15 m.p.h.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: mostly sunny, high up-
per 50s, low upper 20s. Sunday:
mostly clear, high near 70. Monday:
mostly cloudy with chance of show-
ers, breezy, high lower 60s, low lower
30s.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.64 bushel
Posted county price — $2.60
Corn — $1.84 bushel
Posted county price — $1.85
Loan deficiency payment — 14¢
Milo — $1.55 bushel
Soybeans — $4.10 bushel
Posted county price — $4.06
Loan deficiency payment — 86¢
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.05 cw.
NuSun — $9.20 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 17¢
Confection current — $16/$8 cwit.
Pinto beans — $27
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Late news
from the
Associated
Press

K
1p.m.

Israelis want
big retaliation

JERUSALEM — l|srael’s de-
fenseminister metwitharmy com-
manderstoday amidgrowingcalls
formassiveretaiationfor aPales-
tinian suicide bombing in ahotel
banquet hall that killed 20 diners,
many el derly, andwounded 130 at
the start of the Jewish Passover
holiday.

Inresponsetooneof thedeadli-
est attacksin the current round of
fighting, I srael saiditwould exer-
ciseitsright to self defense, but
stopped short of formally aban-
doning U.S.-backed truceefforts.

Inanticipation of apossible|s-
raeli strike, Palestinian govern-
ment officeswereevacuatedinthe
West Bank. In the town of
Ramallah, Yasser Arafat’s West
Bank headquarters, worried par-
entstook their childrenhomeearly
fromschool andresidentsstocked
uponfoodinexpectationof along
Israeli blockade.

“1t'sawonderful crew here,” hesaid.
“Therearesomereal long-term people.

Alco store closes after 32 years

Boss, workers
get a surprise

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Largestripsof brown paper andsigns
reading “store closed” in bold, black
letterscover theglassfront entrance of
Goodland’s 32-year-old Alco Store,
which shut down this morning to the
surprise of employeesand customers.

Althoughtherehadbeentalk for two
years or more, the store’s manager
didn’'t hear that Alco, 1121 Main, was
closing until last night. Employees
foundout at ameetingthismorningand
many customersdidn’t know until they
saw the brown paper and found the
doorslocked.

“It wasthe best storein town,” said
anolder manwhocamedowntownthis
morning to do some shopping at Alco.
He said he feared that Goodland’s
economy will suffer because of the
closing.

Sixtoeight company officials, arriv-
ing in several cars, swooped into the
storeabout 6:30a.m., beforeit opened,
to make the announcement and start
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clearing out thestore. By latemorning,

Adam Romero (left) and Dave Petereit of Sidney, N
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We are all very sorry Alco is leaving
Goodland.”

Hall saidinthepast thecompany has
triedtelling employeesinadvancethat
their storeis closing, but that allows
anger to grow as peopletalk and think
about it.

“We've found that coming in and
doingitquicklyisbetter,” hesaid.“It’s
instant. Wechoosenot to haveagoing-
out-of-businesssale.”

Most of thestore’ sinventory will be
shipped to Sainte Genevieve, Mo.,

e S " >N )\ “.;_: o W g | whereanewAlcostoreisopening, Hall
o O Y@l MatbleChips ‘ -l “ said. He said that somefood and other

R MRS Lo S Ao OO \ % __q W perishableitems may go to nearby lo-
- Ny = A i cations.

Hall saidtheclosest Alcois30miles
away in Burlington and there are 61
locations in Kansas. The company
owns 264 storesin 21 states, he said,
and is growing despite a slumping
economy.

Roeschwill betransferredto another
store, Hall said, and employees wha
want to stay can work for another 3C
days cleaning up the building in
Goodland. After that, hesaid, workers
will beofferedjobsat other Alcostores.

Van Horn said several employees

eb., moved pallets in front of the closed Alco store this

said they would bewilling to transfer.
Hall saidAlcowasleasingthebuild-

a semi-trailer truck had appeared to
begin themove.

Alco officials said the store was not
making enough of a profit to warrant
keeping it open.

“It was avery agonizing decision,”
said BruceHall, district manager from
Ogallaa, Neb., noting thebusinesshas
been in Goodland since 1925.

Duckwall-Alco Stores of Abilene
ownstheGoodland unit, which opened
asaDuckwallsin1925and switchedto
anAlcoinNov. 1970.

morning. They were part of a crew loading merchandise into a semi-trailer truck after the store was closed.
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

Hall said the front part of the store
will beopenfrom10a.m.to2p.m.daily
except Sunday through Wednesday.
Customers can pick up film they
broughtintobedevel opedoritemsthey
had on layaway.

Hall said heand other Alco officials
held a meeting with employees this
morning to tell them the store will be
closing today becauseit isn’t making

enough money.

There'sbeentak of closingthestore
foryears, hesaid, butthefinal decision
wasmaderecently. Rumorshave been
floating around Goodland for years,
too. Most people thought the rumors
werejust that, until today.

DeanVanHorn, vicepresident of the
western divisionin Abilene, said Tom
Roesch, manager of the Goodland unit,

wastold that thestorewasclosing last
night and employees found out when
thebossesarrivedthismorning. Hesaid
Roesch is on medical leave after hav-
ing surgery on hisleg.

Van Horn, who said he has worked
with the Goodland store for over 20
years, saidit’satoughday for all of the
employees and company administra-
tors.

ing hereand that isonereason why the
company decidedtoclosenow. During
afinancial review, hesaid, thecompany
foundthiswasagoodtimeto shut down
the Goodland store because the lease
wasgoing to end.

Van Horn said the company consid-
ered other factors during the review,
includingthefutureof thestore. Hesaid
Alco is planning to renovate all of its
stores and wouldn’t want to spenc
money updating alocation that isn’t
making money.

Easter |

Services
planned

Goodland churchescontinuetheob-
servance of Holy Week with services
tonight and Good Friday, climaxing
with Easter services Sunday.

TheFirst Christian Churchat Eighth
andArcadewill have Good Friday ser-
vicesat 7 p.m. Friday, asunriseservice
Sunday at 7 am. and apotluck break-
fast following. The church will have
Sunday school at 9:15 a.m. and awor-
ship serviceat 10:30 a.m.

TheFirstBaptist Churchat Fifthand
Center will haveaGood Friday service
from noon-1 p.m. sponsored by the
Goodland Ministerial Alliance. The
churchwill have an Easter sunrise ser-
vice at 7 am. Sunday on the church
lawn, followed by a sunrise breakfast
and an indoor Easter service at 10:30
am.

TheFirst United Methodist Church | .
at 12th and Sherman will have Easter
servicesat 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catho- fei®
lic Church at 307 W. 13th will have -

Officials
to discuss
tax sale

Sherman County commissioners
will hear details Friday of the upcom:-
ingtax sale, now expectedtobeheldin

May.

?ﬁgmgson County Attorney Bonnie Selby saic
and Causm M onday |sth§ j udgment day for th(_)se
Entwistle propertiesbeingincludedinthe Qel in-
students (’,ﬂ quent property tax sale. She said she
Creation will ask the district court to approve
Kids Pre- Jléggment allowing the county to pro-
ceed.
ﬁﬁ?ﬁgg for She_riff Doug Whitson said he ex-
Easter eggs pects it to be late May before all the
last week details are completed and he can hold
withtheir ~ tnetaxsde
classmates . Sd bys_ald pe_opl ewho havepropert_y
in front of includedinthejudgment do have until
United theday of thesaleto pay theback taxes.
Methodist Commissioners have been touring
Church the property in the county and in
' Kanorado and Goodland to determine
Photo by Doug  if thereisany thecounty or acity would
Stephens want to bid onwhenthesaleisheld.
The Goodland  Atthemeeting Friday, Commission-
Daily News  ers Chuck Frankenfeld, Mitch Tiede

and Kevin Rasure will report on the
“enterprisefacilitation” economic de-
velopment meeting last week in
Horace, and name* coregroup” board

massat 7 p.m. tonight for Holy Thurs- PR R \

day, aGood Friday serviceat 1:30p.m. VRS, 4 ’ it
and an Easter vigil at 6:30 p.m. Satur- : 2

day. Easter serviceswill beat8am.and  9:30 am. Sunday. at 7 p.m. Friday. The church will have

10:30 a.m. Sunday.
Sonrise Christian Church at 907
Caldwell will have Easter services at

Emmanuel Lutheran Church will
have Maundy Thursday services at 7
p.m. tonight and Good Friday services

asunrise Easter serviceat 7am. Sun-
day. Breakfast will beservedfrom8-10
am., thechildrenwill haveanegghunt

during Sunday school at 9 am., and
therewill beanother serviceat 10a.m.
with the children’s choir, quartet and
special music.

memberstorepresent thecounty inthe
regional effort.

See COUNTY, Page 8

Internet upgrade will speed up connections, downloads

Internet customerson nwkansas.com should
noticehigher connection speedsandfaster down-
loads with installation of high speed incoming
digital linesin Goodland on Wednesday asthe
first phase of amajor improvement project.

“We have been working on improving our
Internet servicefor nearly twoyears,” said Tom
Betz, director of Internet services for
nwkansas.com. “We have worked with South-
western Bell over the months to find a mutual
way toimprovethe connections.

“ A new systemdesign should provideour cus-
tomerswiththebest possibleconnectionsavail -
able through the present phone lines. The first
phase of the program went into operation
Wednesday morningwhentheolder copper-pair
phonelineswere changed over to the new digi-
tal system.

“Thisshould providesomeincreasein connec-
tionspeedfor our customersandallow themtogo
beyond the old linelimitations,” Betz said, “and
seebetter speedinloading of web pagesand down-
loading of dataand e-mail.”

Southwestern Bell had several peoplefromdif-
ferent divisions involved in the coordinated
changeover Wednesday morning, whichtook abit
longer than anti cipated.

TomWilcox of thetel ephonecompany saidthe
change was expected to take about five minutes,
but they experienced abit of aprobleminclosing
outtheoldphonelinesinordertoswitchtothenew
equipment. Finally, thecentral officein Col by had
tophysically cut off thelast fivecalled ontheold
linesto allow the changeto happen.

“We had a few calls from customers wonder-
ingwhy they couldn’'taetonline,” Betzsaid, “ but

most were understanding when told about the
improvement.

“When the actual change happened, the new
equipment responded immediately and within a
minutethereweresevencustomersonline. Within
half an hour, the system was operating at a nor-
mal daily level.”

In theory, Betz said, the new equipment will
allow userstoget full “56k” linespeedif they have
a“v.90" type modem.

“Inpractice,” hesaid, “ speedislimited by your
homephonelineandtherouteyoutaketothecen-
tral office. Many users will see speeds below
56,000, and few will get anything above51,000.”

Thenext phase of the upgradeis scheduled for
Wednesday, whenthewholenwkansas.com sys-
temwill transfer Internet servicefromthecurrent
Internet “backbone’ provider to Southwestern

Bell Internet.

Planningfor thischangehasbeenunderway for
several months, and customers received letters
which detail the change and actions each cus-
tomer will need to takefor the switch

“Wearehappy to beworking with Southwest-
ern Bell,” said Steve Haynes, president of
Nor’ West Newspapers, the parent company of
nwkansas.com. “Inadditionto hel ping with the
technical aspects, the Bell people have helped
withmany aspectsof theoverall planning of such
alargeprogram.”

The main switch should happen Wednesday
afternoon, and should not takevery long, but the
service may beup and down for several hoursas
detailsof theswitcharehandledinall of theeight
nwkansas.com locations. E-mail servicewill be
out for at |east acouple of hours.



