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Goodland graduate

welcomed at tourney

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

Wrestling fans welcomed a
Goodland native who is making his
mark in college wrestling at the Kan-
sasKidsdistrict wrestling tournament
Saturday.

BryceAbbey, sonof MikeandLorie
Abbey of Goodland, is a freshman
wrestler at theUniversity of Nebraska,
Kearney.

Hetook first at regional competition
inAlamosa, Colo., and fourth placeat
the national tournament in Kenosha,
Wis.

Abbey was home on Saturday. The
Goodland A mbassadors, awel coming
division of the Goodland Area Cham-
ber of Commerce, presented himwith
a basket of fruit during a brief cer-
emony at the tournament.

Abbey is considered a “true fresh-
man,” his mother said. Heis a full
member of the team and wrestlesin
meets, rather than a “red-shirt” who
just goesto practices.

Sheisn't surprised her son hasdone
sowell in collegewrestling.

“Heisvery self-disciplined,” she
said. “Hehasatruelove of the sport.”

Abbey saysher son, whowasafour-
time high school champion, wrestled
in the Kansas Kids program for 10
years.

“l imagine the kids' program has
helped him all the way through,” she
said.

The coachesin the program hel ped
teach him fundamentals and basic
moves, shesaid, butthey alsoinspired
him to do hisbest.

“He had some good coachesin the
program,” shesaid. " They helped him
find the driveto succeed.”

Bryce was dedicated to wrestling,
Abbey said. Hehad ahardtimegetting
down to his weight at one point, she
said, but he did what he had to do and
didn’t complain about it.

“Heisvery driven,” Abbey said.
“He'll succeed no matter what hedoes,
just because hetries so hard.”
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Tammy Weeter was met by her teammates at home plate after slugging a homer Friday against Colby
at Centennial Park. The Cowgirls play an away doubleheader against the Garden City Buffaloes at 3
Photo by Doug Stephens/The Goodland Daily News

Jayhawks’ coach says players should ‘enjoy the journey’

By Doug Tucker
AP Sports Writer

KANSASCITY, Mo. — Roy Will-
iamsreachedtheFinal Fourtwiceinhis
first fiveseasonsand decided what the
heck, thisis bound to happen every
couple of yearsor so.

But the years raced past and one
NCAA tournament disappointment
followed another.

“How stupid | was,” the Kansas
coach said Wednesday during atele-
conference of Final Four coaches.

Heknew he should havegivenhim-
self moretimeto enjoy an experience
that wasactually much morerarethan

Fair board

will discuss
connection

COUNTY, from Page 1

Steve Duell, head of the Sherman
County fair board, will talk about the
statusof the steer washrack and sewer
hookup project. The county and fair
board have been working on the job
sincethe city threatened to cut off the
water supply days before the fair last
August. Thecity, county andfair board
approved a program to install a new
steer washrack and sewer connection.

Crystal Linsneristoupdatethecom-
missioners on the status of Sherman
County being allowed to join the re-
gional household hazardouswastepro-
gram operated out of Ellis County.

Curt Way, public works director,
wantsto discussupdatestotheroadand
bridge five-year plan. He will also
present chip seal bidsfor Country Road
64.2(0ldU.S. 24), and bidsfor aloader
for thetransfer station.

Jim Stewart will discusslocation of
anew road in the Sappa Creek Devel-
opment south of Eighth Street andwest
of K-27. Hehas purchased alot inthe
area, but saysthereisnoaccessroadto
the property.

The commissioners will discuss
paying adaily allowance for county
employees instead of requiring re-
ceipts.

Bruce Gleason, who is planning to
attend paramedic training in Garden
City beginning in July, will appear to
discussadditional expenses. The hos-
pital board, hospital foundation, Eagle
Med of Wichita and the county have
agreed to pay a portion of his educa-
tional expenses, but Gleasonisasking
the commi ssionersto consider raising
their share to allow him to attend the
classes over the next year.

The commissionerswill consider a
new carpet cleaning system for the
courthouse, and approve the March
claimsvouchers.

Thecommissionersmeetat8am.in
thecommissionroomonthemainfloor
of the Sherman County courthouse,
813 Broadway.

Young fencer

suspended

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
(AP) — A 14-year-old fencer, Keri
Byerts, of Webster, N.Y., hasbeensus-
pended for three months after testing
positive for the banned substance
pseudophedrine, found in cold medi-
cine, during last month’sU.S. Fencing
Junior Olympics Championships.

his early success had led him to be-
lieve.

Four times since his 1993 team
played in the Final Four in New Or-
leans, his Jayhawks had entered the
tournament as No. 1 seed only to suf-
fer an early exit.

Now, nineyearslater, he’sback. His
dark hair has turned a distinguished
middle-aged gray.

Andit’'sawiser coachwhoisinAt-
lantafor Saturday’ snational semifinal
against Maryland.

About 100 fans greeted the Jay-
hawks Wednesday night when they
arrived at their hotel.

Williamssaid histeamwent through
“a short but spirited workout” on
Wednesday afternoon before leaving
Lawrence.

“| think they are alittle tired right
now but they’ rein good spirits,” Will-
iamssaid. “Who wouldn’t bein good
spiritsinatimelikethis?’

Williamshascomeup withawhole
new philosophy this season.

While the Jayhawks were losing
only twice in the regular-season and
going 16-0 through the Big 12 sched-
ulethisyear, hekept repeating, “ Enjoy
thejourney.”

“That'swhat | tell the youngsters,”

he said once. “Enjoy your career be-
cause it goes by so fast. Be sure you
enjoy thejourney.”

It worked all year, and Williamsis
determinedtomakesureitremainsthe
motto despite all the hoopla and hec-
tic demandsinAtlanta.

“I"mgoingtowork very hardto,” he
said. “Once we get past the ticket re-
questsand room regquestsfrom every-
body intheworld| think itwill bealot
of fun.

“We'll pushtheteamtoenjoy it, al-
low themtodo and seeeverything. But
when I’ m watching tape or on the
court, I’mreally going to concentrate.

We'll try toenjoy ourselvesbut play as
hard aswe can.”

While going nine years without a
Final Four appearance, Williams ac-
quired one of those common “can’t-
win-the-big-one” labelsthat afflict so
many successful coaches. A national
championship coupled with his over-
all winning percentage of over 80 per-
centwould dispel any suchnotionsfor
good.

It'sasituation Williamsis familiar
with. Asalongtime assistant at North
Carolina, he was there when Dean
Smith finally won his first national
title.

Pitcher
tunes up

TEMPE,Ariz. (AP)—MikeHamp-
ton tuned up for his opening day start
by pitching 5 2-3 innings Wednesday
astheColorado Rockiesbeat theAna-
heim Angels 8-6.

Hampton gave up four earned runs
andsix hitsinhisfinal spring start. He
will open against St. Louis when the
season begins Monday.

“He should be pleased,” Rockies
manager Buddy Bell said. “His ball
looked good. He was crisp. He had
good command.”

Hampton came into the game hav-
ing allowed 20 hitsand 12 earned runs
inhislast two starts, atotal of ninein-
nings.

TheAngelsgot tworunsinthethird
when David Eckstein hit an RBI
doubleand scoredonasingleby Darin
Erstad.

Benji Gil hit hisfirst homer of the
spring, atwo-run shot in the sixth, off
Hampton.

Anaheim’s Ramon Ortiz, the fifth
starter, allowed five earned runs.

dart results

Goodland Dart League March 27

Can't Get Started over Silver Bullets 12-4

Just Us over No Luck 11-5

Bad A's over BMTA3 12-4

Fourthround outs: Paul Simons (3), Eric Smith,
Melody Abbott, Duane Hanke

Nine dart outs: Melody Abbott, Kevin Delano

Eight dart outs: Duane Hanke

Most tons: Kevin Delano (9), Paul Simons (6),
Duane Hanke (6), Mark Wear (6), Melody Abbott (4),
Mel Bracelin (4).

Most wins: Kevin Delano (7), Paul Simons (7),
Duane Hanke (5)

Womens' top shooters: Melody Abbott 20.83,
Tina Wilson 15.44, Kim Gonzales 15.23

Men’s top shooters: Paul Simons 24.79, Mark
Wear 22.77, Kevin Delano 21.9

Standings: Just Us 284, 116; Can't Get Started
227,173;BadA's 189, 211; Bad A's 189, 211; No Luck
186, 214; Silver Bullets 179, 221; 3MATA3 135, 265.

1205 Main Ave.

“The upgraded lines expand the individual con-
nection speed so it will be much faster than in the
past. Customers should see an im-

mediate improvement!” said
Tom Betz, director of Internet
services for nwkansas.com.
“Wehavebeen workingon this
system improvement for several
months, and are happy to an-
nounce this partof theupgrade
began Wednesday. The new
lines more than doubleourabil-
ity to provide high speed Inter-

net service for our customers.”

Internet tonight! Call 899-2338!
Local service help desk, call Tom Betz call 899-2338
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Great news for Goodland!

nwhkansas.com, your hometown
Internet service has upgraded to
provide high speed connections
forour customerswithoutraising
the monthly rate!

Phone 785-899-2338



