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Fairgrounds getting catch pit for steer wash

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Sherman County commissioners
approved alow bid from McClure's
Plumbing Friday for $2,636 to put a
filter inthecatch pit for the steer wash
rack at thefairgrounds.

Thesewer work, part of an upgrade
required by the city to keep contami-
nation out of the sewer system, should
becompleted beforethefairinAugust,
county extension agent Dana Belshe
told the commissioners.

Thereweretwo bids, with Goody’s

at $4,000.

Belshe asked, and the commission-
ers approved, adding the name of an
Eagle Scout, who help with Bill Gray
Park at thefairgroundsto theback of a
signthere.

Thereweretwobidsfor chipsealing
of the 16.25 miles of old U.S. 24 east
of Goodland to the Thomas County
line. Way said Heft and Sonsbid at 59
cents a square yard ($140,612) and
LeFarge of Burlington bid 53 cents
($126,317). Way said the LeFargebid
requires some assistance from the

county crew which would cost about
$2,500.

Way saiditwastimefor thecommis-
sionersto look at adding a project for
the upcoming five-year plan. He sug-
gested they could consider something
like the Beaver Creek bridge on west
Eighth Street, whichwasbuiltin 1935.
Hesaid theproject could beaprelimi-
nary itemand that it could be changed
inthefutureif thecommissionerscame
up with another.

The commissioners decided not to
purchaseacarpet cleaning system, and

orporatefarmsnotliked

MASON CITY, lowa (AP) — In
Pennsylvania, fivecitieshave banned
large corporationsfrom owning farm-
land or operating farms. Leadersin a
Missouri county upset by ahog waste
spill ordered acompany totakeitshogs
and get out. In lowa, two counties
passed unprecedented bans on live-
stock farms.

Across the nation’s farm country,
local governments are raising a stink
about corporate agriculture— and in
the process, stepping into a fight be-
tweenlarge-scalefarmsandneighbors.

Some farmers and corporate inter-
estscall thetrend disturbing and warn
that overregulation coulddriveupfood
pricesand |ead somelivestock produc-
tion to move out of the country.

Butlocal officialsaretaking matters
into their own hands because states
haven't adequately enforced laws al-
ready on the books, said Melanie
Shepherdson, anattorney for theNatu-
ral Resources Defense Council in
Washington.

“People are starting to realize that
'Thisisn’tjust happeningin my town.

Legislators
to walk out
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ting the session down.

They believe the strategy would
backfire dramatically, as special ses-
sionshistorically havebeenresponses
to emergencies or disasters and not a
method for wrapping up business for
theyear.

“l don’t understand,” said Senate
Majority L eader LanaOleen, R-Man-
hattan. “ If peopledon’t havetheir work
done, why arethey goinghometoface
thepeoplewho sent them here—toget
ajob done?’

Thestateconstitution setsthelength
of the Legislature’s annual session at
90 calendar daysbut allowslegislators
to meet past that point by adopting a
resolution with two-thirds mgjorities
in both houses.

In 1969, the L egislature began tak-
inga2 1/2 week spring break inApril,
returning afterward for a few sched-
uled days of work.

The short wrap-up allowed legisla
tors to consider gubernatorial vetoes
but evolved into the period in which
lawmakersfinishtheir mostimportant
business. To have the wrap-up, legis-
lators need to adopt the session-ex-
tending resolution.

Republicansholda30-10advantage
in the Senate, three more than the 27
needed for atwo-thirds majority. But
they hold 79 seatsto Democrats 46in
the House, where 84 are needed for a
two-thirds majority.

And House Democrats are ready to
voteagainst aresolution. Their leader,
Rep. Jim Garner, D-Coffeyville, said
they are frustrated with the slow pace
of Senate redistricting and a lack of
Senatedebate on major issues, suchas
the budget.

“| just think we need to see some
movementintheSenate,” hesaid.“1'd
sure like to see them do alittle heavy
lifting.”

Republican leaders argue that they
are making progress on major issues.
Senate President Dave Kerr, R-
Hutchinson, pointed to adebateonre-
districting set for Tuesday.

Hesaid the Senatewill consider the
sessi on-extending resol ution after that
debate. He professed little concern
over whether it would win adoption.

Redistricting hasbecomeacatalyst
for thetalk of ending thesession early
because the 10 Democratic senators
formed an aliance with 11 conserva-
tive Republicans.

That coalition of 21 passed aredis-
tricting bill — later vetoed by Gov. Bill
Graves — and is now pushing a
dightly revised version.

The new plan came out of commit-
teelast week, but Gravesand hisallies
areworking for changes, which coali-
tion members are resisting. Coalition
membersdon’t want their planto stall
again.

Talk about ending the session early
isoneresult.

Other people are experiencing this,
too,”’ shesaid.

InFebruary, officia sinlowa sCerro
Gordo County declared aone-year ban
on the construction of new confine-
ments. Dayslater, neighboring Frank-
lin County followed suit.

Thebanswereunparalleledinlowa,
whichleadsthenationinpork and egg
production.

Though Franklin County officials
later backed off their ban, saying they
needed to discussit further with their
health board, Cerro Gordo’s had an
immediate effect. Sparboe Farms, a
Minnesota company, quickly with-
drew itsproposal to build an egg-lay-
ing plant with 2.4 million chickens
near Clear Lake and now islooking
elsewhere.

Factory-style farms have been
around since the 1970s, but they’ve
become more common in the last 15
years.

Asthey proliferate, sodoesconcern
that their concentrated manureisharm-
ing human health and environment,
withitseffectsrippling asfar south as
theGulf of Mexico, wheremanurerun-
off contributestoadead zoneinthesea.

“Weneedto protect thehealth of the
public, at the same time create an en-

vironment that’sconduciveto agricul -
tural growth,” said Ron Osterholm, a
member of the Cerro Gordo health
board.

Osterholm and county supervisor
BobAmossonsaidthey’ repreparedto
be the target of possible lawsuits.
Worth County, to the north, has been
sued for making strict air and water
pollution rules. The caseis pending.

Michelle Nowlin, an attorney who
often handles such cases at Southern
Environmental Law Center in Chapel
Hill N.C., said oneargument for local
rulesisthat communitiesand counties
vary in their economies and topogra-
phy.

Federal and state standards don’t
consider those differences, she said.

“Only the peoplein that county are
abletotakeapositioninorder to safe-
guard thosenatural features,” Nowlin
said.

Several North Carolinacountiesre-
strict how closelivestock farmscanbe
to water wellsand homes, asdo many
Pennsylvaniatownships.

Don Parrish said the trend toward
local regulation threatensthe nation’s
livestock industry.

Rules can drive up farmers’ ex-
penses, leading to higher prices.

talked about replacing the small trac-
tor being used for snow removal and at
thefairgrounds.

The commissioners approved pa-
persfor themini-loan programthat had
been reviewed by County Attorney
Bonnie Selby. Commissioner Chuck
Frankenfeld saidthey haveabrochure
devel oped to hand out about the pro-
gram, andthesewill beavailableat the
county clerk’sofficeandthe Chamber
of Commerce. Hesaidtheactual appli-
cationsshould beavailableinthe next
few weeks.

Jim Stewart asked the commission-
ersto open an accessroad to hisprop-
erty inthe Sappa Creek Development
onthewest edge of Goodland.

Hetoldthecommissionershedid not
need afancy road, just accessinto his
property.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said he
did not know the history on this sub-
division. Heasked if it had been plat-
ted and surveyed.

Stewart said it was his understand-
ing the county had done some of the
accessroadsin the past.

Thecommissionersassured Stewart
that they would talk to Way about
“making somekind of aroad.”

Bruce Gleason came to talk about
theadditional financingfor hisupcom-
ing paramedic training. The commis-
sionersdiscussed hisrequest for more
money, but Frankenfeld felt it should
be something handled by all three of
theparticipating groupsbecausethisis
arequest they expect to see more of -
teninthefuture.

“1 think weneedauniformpolicy on
paramedics,” hesaid. “ After all weare
doing much more for the doctors.”

County Attorney Selby said sheex-
pected to get thetax salejudgment to-
day, and told commissioners that the
new target datefor the saleisWednes-
day, May 1. Shesaidthat threeproper-
tieshavebeenredeemedand areout of
thesale. Thenext stepwill betorepub-
lish the remaining properties and set
the actual saledate, shesaid..

Dave Branda and Gennifer House
appeared on behalf of the Sherman
County Historical Society. Brandasaid
they had been researching the owner-

ship of theold school north of theHigh
PlainsMuseum sincean accidental fall
injured someonelast year.

Hesaidhecouldfind minuteswhere
the society donated the school to the
county, but was under the impression
it had been transferred to the city. He
said he had been through the historic
minutesof each organi zationand could
not find where that transfer had been
completed.

Asahousekeeping matter, he asked
that the county draft a document giv-
ingtheschool tothecity. Thecommis-
sionersapproved therequest, and will
draft aresolution for the transfer so
thereis something inwriting.

Branda said from the historical so-
ciety sidethey would put everythingin
writing to be sure the same thing
doesn’'t happen in the future.

Thecommissionersapproved mon-
thly vouchersfor $191,357.

The next regular meeting will be 8
a.m. Tuesday inthe commissionroom
on the main floor of the Sherman
County courthouse, 813 Broadway
Avenue.

Trash baler to be on display
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balesarethen stacked into thelandfill
and covered.

County Clerk Janet Rumpel will
give an update Tuesday on the card-
board recycling grant application
which isto be submitted later this
month. Shehasbeen collecting letters
and petitionssupporting thecardboard
program as well asfilling out the ap-
plication.

Way and Steve Goodman, road and
bridgeshopforeman, toldthecommis-
sioners Friday the loader at the trans-
fer station isin poor shape and that it
would cost aminimum of $20,000 to
bringit up tofair condition.

GoodmansaidhehadtalkedtoMar-
tin Tractor about the loader, and they
had agreed it could be used asatrade-
in.

Way said a new loader would be
leasedforfiveyearsor 5,000 hours. He
said theoldloader hasbeen averaging
about 1,000 hours a year. The new
loader would cost $92,936 after the
trade-in.

Thecommissionersapproved mov-
ing forward with thelease.

Crystal Linsner handed thecommis-
sionersanagreement with EllisCounty
forthehousehold hazardouswastepro-
gram, another moveto protect theland-
fill.

The cost will be $1,900 to join the

region and Commissioner Kevin Ra-
sure made amotion to approveit, sec-
onded by Commissioner Mitch Tiede.
The motion passed unanimously.

Linsner said they would be asking
for agrant for four cabinetsto holdthe
household hazardous waste, two tc
hold flammables and two to hold cor-
rosives.

The cost is expected to be $3,000.
Shesaidthey would not get themoney
before duly.

The commissioners suggested or-
dering the cabinetsnow sothey would
be here by July, and to see how soon
after that a collection could be done.
Linsner isto go to an all-day training
thismonth.

1205 Main Ave.
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Great news for Goodland!

nwkansas.com, your hometown
Internet service has upgraded to
provide high speed connections
for our customerswithoutraising
the monthly rate!

“The upgraded lines expand the individual con-
nection speed so it will be much faster than inthe
past. Customers should see an im-

mediate improvement! said
Tom Betz, director of Internet
services for nwkansas.com.
“We have beenworkingonthis
system improvementforseveral
months, and are happy to an-
nouncethispartofthe upgrade
will beggan Wednesday. The
new linesmorethandoubleour
abilitytoprovide highspeed In-
ternet service for our customers.

Internet tonight! Call 899-2338!

Local service help desk, call Tom Betz call 899-2338

nwkansas.com
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Phone 785-899-2338




