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at noon

Today
* Sunset, 7:13 p.m.
Tomorrow
* Sunrise, 6:25 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:13 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil Temperature 42 degrees
+ Humidity 29 percent
« Sky sunny and clear
* Winds south 15-20 m.p.h.
* Barometer 30.27 inches

and falling

* Record High 86° (1942)
* Record Low 9° (1945)

Last 24 Hours*

High 41°
Low 18°
Precipitation none

Northwest Kansas Forecast

Tonight: mostly clear, low mid 30s,
winds south 10-20 m.p.h. Tomorrow:;
partly sunny, high upper 60s, low
upper 30s, winds southeast 10-20
m.p.h., 30 percent chance of rain in
the evening.

Extended Forecast
Saturday: cloudy, 30 percent
chance of rain increasing to 50 per-
cent, high upper 60s, low lower 40s.

Sunday: cloudy with chance of rain.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings taken at 7 a.m.

Noon

Wheat — $2.73 bushel
Posted county price — $2.63
New crop — $2.68
Corn — $1.83 bushel
Posted county price — $1.80
Loan deficiency payment — 19¢
Milo — $1.54 bushel
Soybeans — $3.93 bushel
Posted county price — $4.00
Loan deficiency payment — 92¢
Millet — $3.25 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $8.75 cw.
NuSun — $8.90 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 43¢
Confection current — $16/$8 cwt.
Pinto beans — $28
(Markets provided by Mueller Grain, Sigco
Sun, Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

Budget
proposal
approved

Panel says It's best
option In situation

TOPEKA (AP) — The Senate Ways
and Means Committee hasendorsed a
proposal for eliminating part of a$700
million budget shortfall whileprotect-
ing education spending and somesocial
services.

The proposal would dip into the
state' srainy day funds, tap extrafederal
funds— and require higher taxes.

Legidativestaff werereviewingthe
committee’s work today, and the
panel’smembersdidn’t know how big
ataxincreasetheir planwouldrequire,
but likely to be at least $200 million.

The size of the tax increase would
equal the gap between expected rev-
enuesand spending that would remain
at the end of the next fiscal year, if the
committee'splanwereenacted. When
legidatorsfinishthebudget, theremust
be no projected shortfall.

“It'sthefirst difficult stepin avery
difficultstep,” said Sen. DavidAdkins,
R-L eawood, acommittee member.

Thecommitteeendorsed abill mak-
ing changesinthecurrent budget onan
8-2 voteWednesday. It endorsed abill
containing appropriations for the
state's next fiscal year on a 7-3 vote.
Both measureswent to the Senate.

“1 would describe it as the best we
coulddounder thecircumstances,” said
WaysandMeansChairman SteveMor-
ris, R-Hugoton.

\Weather
class today

You can learn to spot tornadoes and
become an official storm spotter at a
classat 7 p.m. tonight at the National
Guard armory.

The class will teach people how to
spot dangerous weather, and how to
report it to the National Weather Ser-
vice. Thosewho go can be certified as
official weather spotters.

The class, which takes about two
hours, will cover thunderstorms, hail,
wind, tornadoesandflooding, and em-
phasize safety rules.

Even if you have gone to the class
before, organizerssay itisworthgoing
againto refresh your memory or tore-
new your certification. Theclassisfree
and open to everyone.

Mike Briney, amember ofthis year’s Leadership Sherman County class,

By Rachel Miscall
The Goodland Daily News

Graduatesof thisyear’sL eadership
Sherman County class say they’ve
seen sides of agriculture, education,
health care and government that they
never knew existed and their glad for
it.

They say the seven-month course,
which ended Wednesday night with
the annual graduation banquet at the
Elks L odge, taught them there'salot
moregoing on behind thescenesthan
peoplerealize or isreportedin news-
papers.

“Ithinkit’sareal eye-opener,” said
Sherida Shoff, who works at First
National Bank.“Yougettolearnabout
things that you' ve thought about be-
fore, but haven't had timeto find out
about.”

Thecourse, now initsfifthyear, is
designedtodevel opleadershipquali-
ties and knowledge in Sherman
County residents. Theclassstartedin
October, withthe 10 memberschosen

to participate completing a ropes
course behind North Elementary
School and doing other team-building
activities.

After that, the class met once a
monthtospendaday learningabout a
different aspect of life in Sherman
County, visiting businessesand orga-
nizationsandtalkingwith peoplewho
runthecity, county and schools. Each
sessionhad atheme, includingeduca-
tion, health care, city and county gov-
ernment, agriculture and economic
development.

Thegroupalsotook athree-day trip
to Topeka with leadership classes
fromCheyenne, Thomasand Rawlins
counties. Themembersmet with law-
makerswho represent northwest Kan-
sasandlearned how stategovernment
isrun.

The class ended Wednesday with
“mediaday,” in which membersvis-
ited The Goodland Daily News,
KLOE, KKCI, KWGB Radioandthe
National Weather Serviceoffice. The

class. The annual program ended Wednesday night with a gradua-
talked with Marty Melia, owner of KLOE, KKCI, KWGB Radio, on the tionbanquet. Noone told the members they were the show when they
“Evening Show” Wednesday afternoon aboutwhathe learnedfromthe went to the station.

Class shows county’s hidden side

annua banquet closed out theday and
theclass.

Sara Rice, who works at Western
Insurance Agency, said the class
forced her to experience things she
would never have done on her own.

“Never inmy lifedid I think I'd
want to tour afeedlot,” the 25-year-
old said, “but | thought it was inter-
esting. It really pushesyour limits.”

Thegrouptoured Century Feeders
lotduring agricultureday onDec. 12.

Janda Linin, aKansas City native
who recently moved here from
Olathe, said healthcareday “ hit clos-
est to her heart,” because she didn’t
know that alack of money stops ru-
ral hospitals from being ableto pro-
videthesameservicesasthoseinbig
cities.

“Itwasan adjustment for me,” she
said,“ becausecomingfromabigcity,
youdon't realizesmall hospital sjust
don’'t haveall the options.”

Linin, astay-at-homemom, added
that she was impressed by what the

Photo by Rachel Miscall/The Goodland Daily News

hospital doesoffer andthestaff’ sdedi-
cation.

“For asmall town, they’re doing
well,” shesaid.“They'revisioningbig
things.”

Shesaid patientsprobably don’t see
thewholepicture.

“Asapatient,” Linin said, “if you
just go see the doctor, you wouldn’t
understand. | realized it takes the ef-
fort of many people.”

Mike Briney, a Goodland native
who works at Bankwest, said he de-
cidedto participatebecausehewanted
tofindwaystobecomemoreinvolved
in public life. He said he discovered
there are tons of opportunities for
peoplewho want to volunteer.

“There are millions of things you
cando,” hesaid. “It’sjust amazing to
me. Somewouldn’t beterribly time-
consuming and somewouldbelikea
full-timejob.”

Members said the class allowed

See LEADERSHIP, Page 7

Late news ;’
from the
Associated

Press

1p.m.

Sharon lets
U.S. envoy In

NABLUS, West Bank— I sradli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
agreed today to permit aU.S. en-
voy to meet with besieged Pales-
tinianleader Yasser Arafat, raising
thepromiseof diplomaticactivity
after President Bush demanded
Israel halt its weeklong military
offensiveand pull out.

Inanattempt to end the escal at-
ingviolence, Bushsaidinaspeech
today hewould send Secretary of
State Colin Powell next week.

Fighting continued in the West
Bank, as Isradli troops took over
Nablus, foughtintensebattleswith
gunmen barricaded in refugee
camps and tightened a cordon
around armed Palestinians holed
up in Bethlehem’s Church of the
Nativity.

Sharon had turned down are-
quest by Powell to grant permis-
sion to U.S. mediator Anthony
Zinni to hold talkswith Arafat.

Creative judging
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Allen Craven, an art instructor at Fort Hays State University, took a closer look at a three-dimensional
design entered by Max Saint, a senior at Goodland High School, as he judged the Northwest Kansas
League art show. More than 1,000 pieces created by students from the six schools that compose the
league are on display in the Colby High School auditorium until noon Friday. The show is open until 9
p.m. tonight and from 8 a.m. to noon Friday.
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City adding two jobs
to help sort out trash

By Doug Stephens
The Goodland Daily News

TheCity of Goodlandisadding two
peopletoitspayroll toridetrashtrucks
and help sort trash.

City Manager Ron Pickmangot per-
missionfromthecity commissionersat
ameetingthisweek tohiretheemploy-
ees. The city isreviewing applicants,
Pickman said, and could hire them to-
day or Friday.

The employees will work about 30
hoursaweek, andwill bepaid $5.15to
$6 an hour, Pickman said. At the mo-
ment, he added, thejobsaren’t perma-
nent.

“They might develop into full-time
jobs, depending on how things go,”
Pickmansaid, “but right now they will
be considered temporary.”

Afterajoint city-county meetinglast
week, where it was suggested the city
might have to hire some people, both
the state Department of Social and Re-
habilitation Services and the county

district court services program con-
tacted the city and supplied names of
peoplewhowould bewillingtofill the
jobs, Pickman said.

By hiring peopl e through these pro-
grams, he said, the city could get the
help it needs and hel p out the empl oy-
ment projects. Thecity crew spent over
22 man-hours last week sorting trash,
PickmantoldthecommissionersMon-
day, and work wasfalling behind.

Thetrashmight havealittlelesscon-
tamination now than beforethe county
refused to accept city trash trucksfor a
day last week, Pickman said, but not g
wholelot. He said one Goodland resi-
dent told him that she didn’t see why
she had to sort out her trash if the city
wasgoingtodoit later anyway.

“That’ snotwhat weneed,” Pickman
said. “ Thecleaner thetrashis, theeasier
itisforus.”

If someoneiscaught puttinginappro-
priateitemsinadumpster, hesaid, they
will befined.

Jobs come with recovery

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ever so
sowly, help-wanted signs are starting
to replacethelayoff notices.

Nursesandteachersareinshort sup-
ply. Homefurnishing storesarehiring,
as are hotels, amusement companies

and other recreation-type businesses.
And temporary employment agencies
arebeing asked tofill morejobs.

The increased business at the

See JOBS, Page 7




