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commentary

from other pens...

Education is hurting
on honesty question

The Garden City Telegram on Piper School District:

Christine Pelton is going into the home day-care business. And that’s
a shame.

Educated as a teacher and obviously embracing the kind of values
parents should want in a teacher, Pelton instead has been sullied by the
profession by a group of narrow-minded, shady school board members.

Peltonis the teacher who gave failing grades to 28 Piper High School
students because it was obvious to her the students plagiarized mate-
rial on a paper...

The school board, in an insidious effort to forgive the cheating, snuck
behind closed doors and decided the grades would be changed...

When the board’s secret decision was communicated to Pelton, she
quit...

Mike Adams, the school’s principal who spent 10 years as a teacher
and administrator in Garden City, says he’ll resign at the end of the year...

Honesty and integrity are as important as grasping reading, writing
and arithmetic, and all the other basics in education.

A teacher saw fit to uphold those values and is tossed aside by the
school board. That’s abhorrent behavior.

Recently, Garden City officials lamented the difficulty of recruiting
quality teachers to the district. They should fuel up their tanks, head
over to Piper and tell Pelton and Adams there’s a home here for both,
because that’s the type of person students should have standing in front
of them.

The Emporia Gazette on 2002 farm bill:

Most hope the 2002 farm bill will be fair for agricultural producers -
afarm bill that provide a safety net, yet not encourage overproduction.

But some wonder why it is taking so long to approve. ...

And ... the question still looms whether or not farm-bill conferees
will agree on a plan in time to affect 2002 crops.

The length of the entire process already seems long. and could be-
come longer as the House-Senate conference committee goes on Eas-
ter recess. Making a decision when they come back in April might be
too late - maybe pushing back the implementation date as late as this
summer.

Frustrated that nothing had been completed, Kansas Sen. Pat Rob-
erts proposed legislation Thursday to extend the current law, but witha
boost in payments. He said time has run out for those wondering if the
2002 bill affect this year’s crops.

Roberts’ $7.35 billion farm-assistance plan is guarantee assistance
above last year’s levels if Congress does not finish a new bill in time
for it to apply to 2002 crops.

OnTuesday, conferees issued a statement saying they struck an agree-
ment on the needed framework to meet their completion goal of early
April. ...

Everyoneis justanxious for something to take place - something that
might help the slumping farm economy.

Butinstead of rushing to beat the clock ... maybe taking a closer look
at Roberts’ package isn’t a bad idea.

Aslong as the $73.5 billion isn’t lost.
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Idon’t know about you, but I experienced Eas-
ter this year.

In the midst of it, I wrote I WAS THERE.

I was there.

I'was there when the crowd thathad cheered him
days earlier cried for his crucifixion.

I was there when the man Jesus carried his bur-
den to the hill.

I was there when the nails were driven into is
wrists. I could also feel his pain.

I was there when they mocked him with a sign
that said “King of the Jews.”

I'sawitall.

I was there.

I was there and saw the soldiers throw dice for
his cloak.

I'was there to see most of his followers hanging
at the edge of the crowd, looking bewildered.

I'was there to see his mother’s tears - and to see
her quietly say goodbye.

I was there when the dying man asked another
man to accept the woman as his own mother.

Isawitall.

To the Editor:

On behalf of the Goodland High School Fam-
ily, Career and Community Leaders of America
chapter, we sincerely thank all the businesses who
sponsored the community page in The Goodland
Daily News on Feb. 22.

The chapter is constantly working on commu-
nity service projects, school projects and indi-
vidual projects. It was neat to be recognized in the
newspaper.

The chapter is going to the state meeting in
Wichitaon Monday and Tuesday. Nineteen mem-
bers will compete in state competition and approxi-
mately 50 will be attending the meeting.

Without your tremendous support we wouldn’t
have been as successful. It means a lot to us.

Andrea Fenner

Chapter secretary

To the Editor:

While always sad and disheartening to see an
established business close, it is certainly not the
end of the world. It’s not necessarily a signal of
“things to come” either.

Goodland is a beautiful town, rich in heritage,
with strong people and unlimited potential, atown
which has withstood adversity much greater than
seeing along established business close its doors.
None-the-less, the closing of Alco has shaken this
community to the core. However, not all is bad.
Now is an excellent time to come together, draw
from our own and rebuild an area of town which,
on the surface, appears to be doomed.

Schyler Goodwin has made greatstrides in pull-
ing Goodland together, seeking outside grant fund-
ing, working with city and county leaders to en-
hance Goodland at many levels. His efforts could
likely make it possible to obtain funding for local
entrepreneurs to open specialty shops and stores.
Through creative thinking, tax incentives, low-in-
terest business loans, grants, etc., it is possible to
build from within as opposed to relying totally on
large outside retail corporations to provide our
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I was there.

I was there and heard every word he uttered as
he suffered the slow, agonizing death.

I'was there when akind soul offered him vinegar
wine to ease the pain, and he refused to be drugged.

I was there to feel the earthquake and see the
darkness that covered the whole earth, the eerie
darkness while it was still day.

I'was there when the crowd grew silent, question-
ing what they had done.

Isawitall.

I'was there.

Iheard him forgive the criminal at his side. What
manner of man can do that?

I saw the crowd slink away, trying to distance
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basic wants and needs.

Through a cooperative effort, itis possible for the
small businesses, “Mom and Pop” shops, to co-
exist with the large merchandising giants. Will it
be easy? No! Nothing worthwhile has never come
without a price to be paid, but the possibility exists
and now would be an excellent time to seize the
opportunity presented.

Dan L. Golden

Goodland

To the Editor

This is directed to the governing bodies of our
community:

There have been a lot of things going on recently
in our town (finger pointing and name calling) re-
garding the recent shutdown of our landfill. I, for
one,amsick and tired of the bickering back and forth
between the two governing bodies.

Ifeelitis time that all of you pull your heads out,
and come up with a solution to this very simple so-
called problem. If the lot of you are unable to fig-
ure out something as simple as dumping trash, this
should be a loud call for concern regarding your
ability to make sound judgments regarding matters
that really count concerning this community.

Although certain rules must be followed regard-
ing the dumping of solid waste, the state does not
require all the strict and stringent rules and regula-
tions you are trying to force down our throats. With
the amount of money thatis assessed through taxes
and city billing, not to mention additional fees col-
lected at the gate, you would think that the working
man would be able to do an honest days work and
not have the hassle of trying to dump a little trash
thathe has already paid you to be allowed to dump.
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themselves from it all.

I'think I witnessed the most horrible event in the
history of humankind.

I wondered what it was all about, yet somehow
knew nothing would be the same again.

I knew I would never be the same. I couldn’t be;
I’d seen too much.Because I sawitall. Iwas there.

Until that day, I was big and strong and proud of
my stature. But because of that day, I became
ashamed of all those things. Without my permis-
sion, I was made into something God never intended
for me.

It wasn’t my choice, but I was there.

Without me, it might never have happened as it
did. That day I felt used, despised, and I hated my-
self.

I was party to the whole disgusting scene. I be-
came an object of scorn and hate. But with time,
maybe I will grow more acceptable.

Perhaps, with God’s grace, I too will be forgiven
and even become an inspiration.

I was there. I saw it all.

Maybe you know me. My name is Cross.

successful

Also, what exactly is the reason for having city
employees stationed at the landfill? To sort trash? I
must have missed something somewhere, because
I'thought that was what we were paying the county
employees to do, instead of setting back on their
behinds watching the city crew. I feel that since this
is a county facility and is used by everyone in the
county, that the work should be share and share
alike. Come on, county employees, do your job.

Afterliving in this community for over 30 years,
I cannot recall a more laughable situation than the
one at hand. I can honestly say thatif [ were a fam-
ily or abusiness looking to move here and had read
some of the stuff in the paper about what is going
on, with this situation, I would definitely keep on
moving down the road.

I think it is about time that we all stop sweating
the small stuff and start focusing our efforts on what
will bring people and industry to our town. It’s time
that certain ones stop trying to figure outhow to line
their own pockets and start doing what is right by
the community as a whole. Bringing in new busi-
nesses and industry can only be a good thing, bring-
ing families to our area as well as jobs. Yes, it might
bring alittle competition to our already established
businesses, but competition is a good thing.

Until the time comes when the two governing
bodies learn to work together, or become one gov-
erning body, this sort of conflict will continue to be
aproblem and this community will continue to grow
even more stagnate. Look around you, at the more
than 140 homes for sale in this town. That alone
should be a wake up call.

Curtis Russell

Goodland

berry's world

o Mot
W ) e eeten e

Ly

.
WWwW.comics.com caz" ot 3‘” L L

© 2002 by NEA, Inc.




