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Avs not bothered by pressure

DENVER (AP) — The Colorado
Avalanchearebarely ahead of the San
Jose SharksintheWestern Conference
standings and are about to play road
gamesagainsttwoteamsfightingtoget
into the playoffs.

Judging by the laughter and smiles
at practice Thursday, the pressure
doesn’t seem to be bothering them.

Colorado, which leads San Jose by
three pointsin the race for the second
playoff seed in the West, faces Dallas
on Friday and St. Louison Sunday.

“Playingbiggamesat thistimeof the
year, | thinkisthebest thing for every-
one,” ColoradocoachBobHartley said
Thursday. “1t brings the best out of
everyone and it’s going to prepare us
better for the playoffs.”

Colorado’srising confidencecanbe
attributed to two factors: theend of its
offensivestrugglesand theimproving
health of key players.

The Avalanche went into an offen-
sivefunkinMarch, scoringeight goals
and getting shut out threetimesinasix-
gamestretch. They seemtohavefound
their rhythm over the past week, scor-
ing 17 goalsin four games.

Colorado beat San Jose 3-2 on the
road Friday in agamethat had aplay-

SATURDAY,.

off-type atmosphere, and followed a
tough loss to Phoenix Saturday with
resounding victories over Nashville
and Atlanta.

The Avalanche beat the Predators
and Thrashersby acombined score of
11-1after losingtothoseteamsearlier
in the season.

“Since the San Jose game, our of -
fense has becoming good and we've
been gettingmorechances,” Colorado
center Joe Sakic said. “ Guysare bear-
ing down and the energy level has
picked up.”

After struggling to keep playersin
the lineup all season, the Avalanche
havefinally gotten somegood newson
the health front in recent weeks.

All-Star forward Peter Forsberg,
who has been out all season with foot
injuries, started skating last week. He
hasincreased hisicetimeto about 45
minutes per day and started skating
with histeammates earlier thisweek.

The Avalanche have a so been im-
pressed with the progress of forward
Milan Hejduk, who has missed 15
gamesbecauseof anabdominal injury.
Hejduk started skating again earlier
thisweek andincreased hisicetimeto
about 40 minutes on Wednesday.

Bothplayersareexpectedtobewith
theteam ontheroad trip.

“WEe'retryingtoget everyoneonthe
same page and everyone together on
theteam,” Hartley said. “Wethink it's
good team building at thistime of the
season.”

TheAvaanchealso got Dan Hinote
back against Atlanta on Wednesday
after theforward missed 11 gamesbe-
cause of shoulder surgery.

Colorado needsjust three pointsto
clinch its eighth consecutive North-
west Divisiontitle.

After Dallasand St. Louis, theAva-
lanche play Vancouver at home on
Tuesday, Anaheim on the road next
Thursday and end the season at home
against the Starson April 14.

Dallasis tied with Vancouver for
ninth place in the West, three points
behind Edmonton and LosAngeles.

“1 think all understand the impor-
tance of that (Friday’s) game,” Ava-
lanche goalie Patrick Roy said. “ That
couldclinchaplayoff forusandwe're
in agood battle with San Jose.”

Defenseman Adam Foote will be
back inthelineup against Dallas after
serving a two-game suspension for a
crosscheck against Phoenix.

sports

mii | Tennis team gets seventh

The junior varsity Cowboy tennis
team scored 21 pointsand placed sev-
enth among 12 teams at the first meet
of the season Monday in Garden City.

CoachWallaceHansen said consid-
eringthat only one Cowboy had played
competitively before, he thought the

team did agood job.

“1"'m happy with the way the kids
competed,” hesaid, notingafew Class
5A and 6A school sattended. Goodland
isasmaller Class4A school.

Hansen said Jake Johnson and
Matthias Goodley both placed sixth,

and each ended the meet with a 2-2
record. Indoubles, M atthew Hurst and
D.J. Sparkstied for sixth with a 3-2
recordand M ark Pianaltoand Brandon
VanVleet, 0-4, tied for last place.
Thevarsity tennisteamwill travel to
Larned on Tuesday for itsfirst meet .

» We will be grilling hot dogs from 10 - 2
* KLOE on location at WALOMART from 11-2
» Gas grill giveaway

 Fountain & statue giveaways

» Come see our wide selection of patio sets, gr Ils,
trees & shrubs, and all our garden supplies ;

Comein and

your Goodland WALLOMART

SUPERCENTER
WAL*MART"

ALWAYS LOW PRICES. ALWAYS WAL-MART.
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SUPERCENTER

WE SELL FOR LESS

2160 Commerce Rd.

Goodland, KS 67735 « (785) 899-2111

enjoy the day at
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STORES OFPEIN AT 9 A_.IVI1.

Dot miss it?

regular prices
storewvwide

DAY

Ends today!

regular prices
storewide

Estores Mcatalog R.com
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HURRY IN! Get there early Saturday for your
FREE chocolate candy bar with a coupon worth

regular prices
storewide

Limit one candy bar per person while supplies last in JCPenney Stores.

ALL SALE &

ADDED BEONUS?Y

10% 0FF

* Discounts are limited to stock on hand. 35%, 30% or 25% discount applies to regular-price merchandise only. 10% off applies to sale prices and clearance prices only. Discounts do not apply to Value Right, "2 or more" prices, Jewelry Bonus Buys and Bright Buys,
Cosmetics & Fragrances, Electronics and Major Appliances, Floor Care, Mattress Closeouts, Furniture Special Buys, Personal Care Appliances, Small Appliances, Tracfone and airtime cards, Calvin Klein, Clarks, Easy Spirit, Hanes, Henckels, Levi’s Jeans, Nike MAX AIR,
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DOWNTOWN GOODLAND  Store Hours: Mon.-Fri.

GCLEARANGE

PRIGES

STOREWIDE?

Ray-Ban, Catalog/Internet and Outlet Stores, or to Portrait, Optical or Salon Services and Products, Gift Cards, prior purchases, or in combination with any other offer. Offer valid April 5-6, 2002 only.

LAST DAY?Y

SATURDAY, APRIL 6.

9:00-5:30 ¢ Sat. 9:00-5:00 « Sun. 12:00-4:00



