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from other pens...

Bush’s strength means
tug of war for women

Republicansbelieve President Bush'sstandinginthepolls— spread
equally among men and women — hasgiven them an opening towipe
out Democrats advantage among femalevotersinthe 2002 elections.

“To some extent the Republican Party isbenefiting from a’ halo ef-
fect’ onsomeissues,” said Mark Mellman, aDemocratic pollster.

The party isfaring better overall among women and hasimproved
its performance on top issueslike education and national security.

Inthe 2000 presidential €l ection, Al Gore beat Bush among women
by a54-43 margin, so Republicansseeany signsof parity asprogress.

“Wesitill havealongway togo,” said Mindy Tucker, spokeswoman
for the Republican National Committee. “ With an election coming up
thisyear, our candidatesfor the House and Senatewill runinto Demo-
cratstrying to operate asthey haveinthepast.”

Democrats seethe GOP's 2002 campaign strategy asareplay of the
2000 presidential campaign when Bush actively courted women by
talking about education, prescription drugsand Social Security —is-
suesonce dominated by Democrats.

Democrats say they can counter with the Bush administration’s
record. And they say polling suggeststhat thetide may beturning.

The agendain congressional races will be set at the local level,
Mellman said, once money ispoured into television advertising.

“Itwouldit begoodto havethefocuson health care, pension protec-
tionand Socia Security,” hesaid.

Democratsthisweek noted aCNN-USA Today-Gallup poll and one
of their own that showed Democrats with aslight lead over Republi-
cansin a hypothetical congressional matchup. The Democratic lead
among women in the Gallup poll was back in the double digits. Other
pollstaken about the sametimehave showntheoverall congressional
matchup virtually even, however.

Bush’s popularity remains strong in early polls, said Lydia Saad, a
senior editor of the Gallup poll, but “is not providing Republicansin
Congressany guarantee. It'sgoing to be competitive.”

Both parties have set up intensive efforts to build their grass-roots
network of women, polishtheir issuesand do moreresearch. RNC co-
chair Anne Wagner was in Phoenix trying to build support among
women and washeaded to New Jersey on Friday for moreof thesame.

“Wehaveagreat messenger in GeorgeBush,” Wagner said. “ \WWomen
think hedelivers, they like hisissue set. Whoever could have believed
the Republicans could own anissuelike education?’

Actualy, the president is rated ahead of Democratsin Congresson
handling theissue— probably linked to hissuccessful effortsto passa
law improving education standards. The parties themselves are close
to even onthe education issue.

TheGOP'simprovedimagecouldreversethehistory of theparty out
of power gai ning seatsinamidterm el ection, Republican pol | ster M att
Dowd said. “The president is a breaker wall against the Democratic
wave,” hesaid.

The Democratic National Committee last month heard from one of
itspollstersabout theincreasingly diverseviewsof femalevoters. They
weretold thegender gapin politics“isdriven by men’sflight fromthe
Democratic Party” and they must do abetter job of attracting younger
white women without a college education.

Despite Democrats' efforts to regain dominance with most groups
of women, Anne Lewis, national chair of the DNC’s Women'’s Vote
Center, said Republicanshaven’t closed the sale.

“They shouldn’t get too giddy,” she said, noting she wantsto high-
light how the GOPtal ksabout popul ar programswhile Democratssup-
port providing more money to pay for issues like education, Social
Security and health care.

“We're headed into an election where they are going to try to blur
thoseissues,” Lewissaid. “What we have going for usistherecord.”

EDITOR SNOTE —WII Lester coverspoliticsand polling for The
Associated Press.
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Listening to those words that make us smile

| don’tknow about you, but I’ mconstantly hear-
ing or reading things which make me smile- and
sometimeswonder

Get ready. Here's another column on strange
wordsand phrases.

1) What areborkings?I read: “ Congressshould
end ‘borkings' downward spiral.” Senate Demo-
crats (under Reagan vetoed Robert Bork for US
Supreme Court, but just exactly does borkings
mean?

2) Seeninadfor Natural Food store: Horny goat
weed. Your guessisasgood asmine!

3) Strangesentenceinnewsarticleabout victims
of the Sept |1 tragedy: “Feinberg also announced
that animmedi ate $50,000 advanceontheir settle-
mentwouldbesenttofamiliesof victimswhowere
killed if they requested it.” “Victimswho were
killed” would get compensation*“if they requested
it.” I don’t think many victims requested to get
killed, did they? (And | hereby again register my
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opposition to all the families getting so much
money when military members' survivorsarenot
compensated according to that military person’s
lifetime earnings potential.)

4) Inatalk by anutritionexpert onaradioshow:
repeated referencestofoodsthat were* calorically
dense.” What's wrong with just saying “high in
calories?’

5) Overallscalled “barn bibs.”

6) Ever wonderedwhat “apiginapoke’ is?From
Reader’sDigest: “A piginapokeisanitemor an
ideathat seemsto beonething but might well con-
tain something different. In medieval England

small pigs were sold at market in pokes, or little
bags. At times, however, somecrafty farmerstook
to putting acat inthe bag and tried to sucker some-
oneinto buying the pig without looking inside the
poke. If they looked, the farmer would warn, the
pig might run away. Those skepticswho did ook
invariably ‘let the cat out of thebag.””

7) How would you pronounce “ autodial” ? Why
not “ au-toe-dee-al 7’ | think it needs a hyphen.

8) Thisisadescription | just love: “Four-letter
words steamed up, savage and thick..., collecting
in a peevish low-hanging cloud of concentrated
spite.” Jane Langton in Natural Enemy. Isn’t that
great?!

9) Heard spoken by disc jockey on a Golden
Oldies station: “ Stay tuned. More music you re-
member to come.” Think about it!

10) Man on the radio advertising his furniture
store: “I’ [l stand behindthefurniturefor alifetime.”
Youwon't catch me buying anythinginthat store!

Can't solve probles unless they are reported

We don’'t usually reply to lettersto the editor.
Peopledeserveachanceto havetheir say without
being slapped down.

But I’ m going to disagree with the gentleman
who took usto task the other day (April ? Good-
land Daily News) over coverageof thecity-county
trash controversy.

Briefly, he charged that The Daily News was
“sensationalizing” the dispute. He said it wasno-
body else’sbusinessthat Goodland and Sherman
County can’'t seemto get along, and we shouldn’t
beairing thetown’sdirty laundry.

Nonsense.

If there’ snothing to be ashamed of , thenthere's
no reason to keep astory in the paper.

Andif thereis, then how canwe solvetheprob-
lemsby ignoring it?

A problem swept under therugispretty easy to
ignore. And this one has been around for along
time.

There no way to say why the city and county
don’'t seemtowork well together. Or how far back
you haveto gotofindthefirst example.

But it hasbeengoingonfor alongtime. It'snot
just trash.

Thetwo commissionsdidn’t connect onthere-
paving project on old U.S. 24 and the sales tax
which was passed by votersto pay for thework.

City officials distinctly thought the two short
sections of theroad inside city limitswerein the
project, but thecounty maintained they neverwere.
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It'sasafebet no oneplayedthat point up, however,
when they were selling the tax plan to the city.

Thecity had towaiveit'sright to part of thetax
money, and you’ d have to wonder about that if
they’ d known their roadswasn’t in the program.

Thecity had it’sown problems|ast year work-
ing with the state highway department, whichre-
sulted in near-gridlock at the entrances to down-
town.

Inthetrash situation, thecity and county talked
at each other alot, butit seemed likethecity never
took the county’s threat to refuse it's trash seri-
ougly.

The county told the city what would happen if
they kept delivering loads shot through with pro-
hibited items.

Like many problems, this one won't be solved
until people get tired enough and mad enough to
demandanendtoit. Therearegood people, hard-
working, dedicated, well-meaning peoplerunning
the city and the county. But they all are part of a
system that doesn’t alwayswork.

The city parts of Old 24 did get paved eventu-

aly, but only when taxpayers went down to the
courthouseand demanded that thecounty do some-
thing. Itwascounty residents, not city people, who
had to drive over those awful bumps, after al.

Now people are mad about the trash situation.
They'retired of paying morefor less service, and
they don’t want their public official sfighting each
other. They don’t understand or carewhy thecounty
isso picky about what goesin thefancy new land-
fill. They just want their trash picked up and their
feeskept down.

Boththecity and county haveright ontheir side.
The county hasto protect it'slandfill, and the city
isrightly concerned about escal ating costsfor trash
disposal. Homeowners, though, justwanttoget rid
of their law clippings.

I city and county official swork together, they can
solvethisproblems. They’ ve proved that with co-
operation on recycling, but it's been tough some-
timesto keep that project moving.

Somewhereinall this, someoneought toask why
inthisday and age, weeven haveacity andacounty,
rather thanjust oneunifiedlocal government. Sure,
the duplication creates some jobs and it’s the way
we've always done things, but do we really neec
both?

Giventhechoice, peoplemight decidethey can’t
afford both and don’'t want to keep settling these
squabbles.

Or maybe the two commissions and their hired
hands can show usthat they can work together.

Making sense of Iong-term care Insurance

Tothe Editor:

Oneof themost common consumer requestswe
receive hereat the Kansas | nsurance Department
isforinformationabout|ong-term careinsurance.
My staff and | have spoken with many Kansans
whoareconcerned about affordinglong-termcare
shouldthey requireitintheyearstocome. Inmany
cases, purchasing an appropriate long-term care
insurancepolicy isthemost practical and respon-
sible way to provide for the possible expense of
futurecare. Long-term careinsuranceisdesigned
to pay for someor all of the costs of assisted-liv-
ing, butitisnot theright choicefor everyone, and
selecting theright policy and typeof coveragecan
be confusing.

When determining if long-terrn careinsurance
isright for you, thereareseveral “ rulesof thumb”
to keep in mind: You should not buy along-term
carepolicy if you havetroublestretching yourin-
come to pay for utilities, food, and medicine. If
your only income is Social Security, it may be
unwiseto buy alongterm care policy.

« If you are buying this policy to protect your
assetsand your assetsarel essthan $50,000, long-
term careinsurance may not bethebest approach
for you.

« If you will be paying premiums with money
receivedonly fromyour ownincome, youmay not
be ableto afford this policy if the premiumswill
be morethan 7% of your income.

We have created a user-friendly Long-Term
Carelnsurance Guideto helpK ansansunderstand
thistype of coverage and determinewhether itis
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right for them, aswell asa Shopper’'sGuideto as-
sist consumersin selecting a policy and compar-
ingrates. | am pleased toannouncethat theupdated
2002 Long-Terrn Carelnsurance Shopper’sGuide
is hot off the presses and now available from the
Insurance Department, free of charge.

If youdecidethat long-term careinsuranceisfor
you, the Shopper’sGuideisagreat placeto begin.
Our Shopper’ sGuideenablesyoutofindout which
companies sell long-term care policies, compare
rates and review company rate increase histories
withtheturn of apage. Weal so giveyou guidance
on how to design your plan, what questionsto ask
your agent, and what protections you have when
you purchaseapolicy.

Before you purchase a long-term care policy,
your agent is required to give you an outline of
coverage. Theoutlineshoul d beeasy tounderstand,
describethe benefits and disclose the exact costs.
Thisoutlineisespecially useful whenyouarecom-
paring policies. Remember that long-term care
policies are not standardized. Use the outline to
make sure you’ re not comparing apples and or-
anges.

Takeyour time. Thereisnorushfor youtomake
adecisiononthespot. Besureyouareworkingwith

an agent you are comfortable with.

Even with these precautions, sometimes peopl e
end up withapolicy that they do not want. In Kan-
sas, you have a 30 day “free look” period. This
meansthat you have 30 daystomakesurethat your
policy sayswhat you think it does. If it doesn't or
you’ vechanged your mindfor any reason, youmay
get afull refund of your money aslong asyou re-
turnthe policy beforethe 30 daysisup. Our office
can assist you if you have questions on how to get
your money back.

If you would like a free copy of the 2002
Shopper’sGuide, please contact our officetollfree
at 1-800-432-2484 or get one online at www.-
ksinsurance.org.

Kathleen Sebelius

Kansas Commissioner of Insurance

Letter Policy

The Goodland Daily News encourages and
welcomes letters from readers. Letters should
be typewritten, and must include a telephone
number and a signature. Unsigned |etters will
not be published. Form letters will be rejected,
as will letters deemed to be of no public inter-
est or considered offensive. We reservetheright
to edit letters for length and good taste. We en-
courage letters, with phone numbers, by e-mail
to: <daily@nwkansas.com>.




