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New president
quitsin Venezuela

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) —
President Hugo Chavez, the former
army paratrooper who polarized Ven-
ezuela with his strongarm rule and
whose friendship with Cubaand Irag
irritated the United States, resigned
under military pressure Friday after a
massive opposition demonstration
ended in abloodbath.

Chavez, 47, presented his resigna-
tiontothemilitary after top command-
ers confronted him at the presidential
palace. Before dawn heleft the palace
— wearing amilitary fatiguesand red
beret, as he did when he led afailed
1992 coup— andwasputindetention
at Caracas' Fort Tiuna army base to
face possible charges.

Pedro Carmona, head of
Venezuela'slargest business associa-
tion, announced hewould head atran-
sitional government to be installed
later Friday. Carmonaquickly endeda
strikethat had slowed down il produc-
tion by Venezuela— thethird biggest
supplier to the United States — and
promisedtothrow out Chavez-eraeco-
nomiclawsopposed by theprivatesec-
tor.

Chavez quit just hours after at least
14 people were killed and 250
wounded during a150,000-strong op-
position demonstration in downtown
Caracas. Chavez had ordered National
Guard troops and civilian gunmen to
stop the marchers from reaching the
palace, military officerssaid.

But opposition to Chavez's three-
year presidency had been growing for
some time. His one-time 80 percent
popularity ratings plungeto below 30
percent this year as he repeatedly ac-
cused businessleaders, |1abor, thenews
media and even Roman Catholic
Church leaders of conspiring to over-
throw him.

Thearmed forces— which hastra-
ditionally strong tiesto the U.S. mili-
tary —resented Chavez’ sdistancing of
Venezuela from Washington. Many
alsodisliked Chavez'stieswithleftist
Colombian guerrillas and with Fidel
Castro’s Cuba: Many senior officers
had fought Cuban-backed communist
guerrillasinthe1960sand early 1970s.

President Bush called Friday for a
quick return to peace in Venezuela.
Bush “is saddened by the loss of life,
and the president hopes now that the
situationwill beoneof tranquility and
democracy,” WhiteHousespokesman
Ari Fleischer said.

Police warned Friday that
“Chavistas’ — supportersof thepresi-
dent — were distributing weapons,
especially in the hillside slums sur-
rounding the capital. Officers raided
storehouses, seizing dozens of fire-

arms.

Security forces searched for mem-
bersof Chavez's Cabinet and arrested
ex-Interior Minister Ramon Rodriguez
Chacin. Civilianstriedtoattack Chacin
ashewasledfromabuilding by police
officers.

With Chavez's ouster, jubilant ex-
ecutives at Venezuela's state oil mo-
nopoly, who had been engaged in a
work slowdown, promised to bring
production up to speed as quickly as
possible. Venezuelais the world's
fourth biggest exporter.

Oil prices dipped on news of
Chavez' downfall amid expectations
of aproduction increase. Oil markets
have been concerned over supply af-
ter Iraq’ sdecisionthisweek to suspend
exportsto Israeli allies.

Chavez was being held at the army
base while investigators decide what
charges he could face for Thursday’s
violence, said army commander Gen.
EfrainVasquez Vel asco. Chavez asked
tobeallowedtogointoexilein Cuba,
but themiltiary turned himdown, army
Gen. Roman Fuemayor told
Globovisiontelevision. “Hehasto be
held accountable to his country,”
Fuemayor said.

In downtown Caracas, streetswere
littered with debris — and in some
places, stained with blood. After a
night when thousands went out and
celebrated, shops and businesses re-
mained closed, and most people sim-
ply stayed home, stunned and wonder-
ingwhat would comenext. Buseswere
half-empty, and those reporting to
work hurriedamidrubble-strewnside-
walks.

Carmona, who backed the strikes
that helped bring down Chavez, said
oneof hisfirst actsasinterim president
would beto reinstate several military
officers sacked in recent months for
criticizing Chavez.

“Everyonewill feel that thereexists
plenty of freedom, pluralism and re-
spectfor thestateof law, for values, and
ethical and moral principles,”
Carmonasaid.

Carlos Ortega, head of the Venezu-
elan Workers Confederation, which
alsocalledthestrikes, saidtheinterim
government must “immediately re-
solve the problems facing workers,”
including unpaid salary increases and
some $21 billion in back wages and
pensions.

Cuba, whose leader Castroisaper-
sonal friend of Chavez, denouncedthe
Venezuelan's overthrow, with the
Communist Party daily Granmasaying
it was the result of a*“conspiracy” by
the country’swealthy classes, corrupt
politiciansand news media.

City to vote on mayor

Goodland city commissioners will
appointamayor andvicemayor attheir
meeting Monday at the city adminis-
tration building.

Every April, the commission votes
pickstwo of itsmembersto hold those
positions, said City Clerk Mary Volk.
The current mayor is Tom Rohr, and
Rick Billinger isthe vice mayor.

Thecommissionwill alsotalk about
yard waste collection and repealing
part of thesolid wastecode. They plan
to make up a committee to address

waystohandleconstructionand demo-
lition debris.

They will appoint amember of the
commission to serve on the Kansas
Municipal Energy Agency, and will
make three appointments to the mu-
seum board.

Thecommission alsoisexpectedto
adopt the 2002 edition of the National
Electric Code.

City Manager Ron Pickmanwill talk
about an ethics session at the Munici-
pal Leadership Academy.

Man in hospital after arrest

A Goodland manwasarrested after
a fight with his family Wednesday
night and | ater wastaken to the hospi-
tal.

Charges of aggravated assault, do-
mestic battery and disorderly conduct
are pending against the man, police
reports say.

Between 7:30 and 9:40 p.m., police
say, Billy Carsonallegedly arguedwith
two of hischildren, Marshall Carson,
19, anda13-year-olddaughter, at their
homeat 910W. 17th Street. Duringthe

argument, witnesses say, heallegedly
threatened Marshall with a knife or
cutting object.

Policereportssay Carson may have
been drinking.

After themanwasarrested, officers
reported that he was suffering a sei-
zure-likefit, andtook himto Goodland
Regional Medical Center.

Carsonwasinstableconditionat the
hospital Thursday, said Dale Schields,
resource development director at the
hospital.

public notice

Helping out at the art center
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were donated by Rasure Lumber.

Rich Whitmore puta doorknob in the door he was installing at the Carnegie Arts Center on Thursday. He
had help from Duane Hanke — both are on the board at center. The door and the rental tools to install it
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Daily News

County will waive fees at landfill

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Daily News

Sherman County commissioners
Tuesday approved suspending most
fees for construction and demolition
debris until the end of the year, and
delayed for at least aweek adecision
onanew loader for thelandfill.

Commissionerssaidthesuspension,
effectiveMonday, istohelpencourage
aclean up of the City of Goodlandand
Sherman County and keep construc-
tiondebrisout of city trashdumpsters.
Feesfor tires, freon recovery and the
concrete and brick to be crushed will
remainin effect.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure pre-
sentedtheproposal, sayinghebelieves
the city isinterested in working out a
mutual solutiontotrashdisposal prob-
lems.

L ast month, thecounty stopped tak-
ing city trash for afew hours because
people were dumping so much debris
in dumpsters.

Public Works Director Curt Way
said the city has stationed two people
at the transfer station to help sort out
the unwanted material.

“There was |ess of the contamina-
tion this past week,” Way said. “Most
people seemto understand that weare
trying to keep from contaminating the
groundwater at thenew landfill, which
iswhat caused the closing of the old
site”

He said representatives from Tho-
mas County had wanted to attend a
presentation about a trash baler last
week, but had thewrong date on their
calendar. Way said Thomas County is
going through the processto build a
new cell in itslandfill because water
contamination has appeared at their
current site.

Commissioner Chuck Frankenfeld
askedif Way hadreceived any new fig-
uresonthetrashbaler, butWay said he
hadn'’t.

Because they want to ook at the
baler option, the commissioners de-
layed a decision about purchasing or

NOTICE

In order to help encourage the
clean up of the City of Goodland
and Sherman County, the Sherman
County Commissioners will waive
all C & D charges (Constructionand
Demolition) to all entities of
Sherman County, including the City
of Goodland and ESC (Kevin
Butt's) trash services until January
1,2003. The chargesfortires, freon
recovery, and concrete material,
block and brick will remainin effect.

During thistime, we propose cre-
ating a seven person committee to
come up with proposals to help fa-
cilitate recommendations to elimi-
nate C & D items going into the

municipal solid waste stream and
solutions to get the items to the
landfill in a convenient and eco-
nomical method. This seven per-
son committee would consistofone
county representative, one city rep-
resentative, two citizens each cho-
sen by the county and city respec-
tively, and one member by the six
members.

We allrealize thatthe days when
we could take all of our trashto one
big hole and bury it were much
easier on everyone; however, we
now needto keepinmindthataswe
continue to create more and more
trash we need to learn to deal with
it more responsibly, not only for

ourselves, but for our children and
future generations. We have con-
taminated our groundwater at too
many locations, including the old
city/county landfill.

Let'salltryto make our trash sys-
tem work better for us and the
people of tomorrow.

NOTE: THECOUNTY COMMIS-
SIONERS OFFICIALLY WAIVED
THEC&D FEESATTHEIRAPRIL
9, 2002, MEETING AND IT WILL
GO INTO EFFECT ON APRIL 15,
2002, UNTIL JANUARY 1, 2003.

Published in the Goodland Daily
News on Friday April 12th, 2002.

leasing a new loader for the landfill.
Theloader would cost about $92,000
and comeswithafactory-builtlandfill
packageto protect vital partsfrom be-
ing damaged by thetrash.

Way said if the commissioners opt
for the baler, they could sell the com-
pactor at the landfill. He said the ma-
chine cost over $200,000 used.

Later, the Rev. Steve Rains of Cal-
vary Gospel Churchtalkedtocommis-
sioners about plans for the National
World Day of Prayer to be held from
12:10t012:50 p.m. May 2. Hesaid in
the past, the ceremony put on by the
Ministerial Allianceand hasbeenal5-
minute program. However, this year
they planto expandtheprogramtouse
thefull time.

Todothat, they’ dliketo useastage
or move the ceremony from the front
stepsof thecourthousetothegrassarea
to the south.

The commissioners said they
thought that wouldwork and asked that
Rainskeeptheminformed of hisplans.

In other business, the commission-
ers:

Approved aresolution transferring
ownership of Union School buildingto
thecity.

Received bidsfrom Yost Farm Sup-
ply and Goodland Greenlineona trac-
tor for use at fairgrounds and court-
house.

Commissioner Mitch Tiede asked
that for timetoreview thebidsandtold
therepresentativesof thetwofirmsthe
decision would be on the next regul ar
agenda.

Signed a proclamation for commu-
nications director Mary Messamore
declaring next week as National
Telecommuni cator Week. Shesaidthis
isan annual week to honor those who
handlethedispatch andtechnical sup-
port.

Received a counter-offer on the
lease of county farmland from Alan
Townsend and said they would take a
look atit and givehimadecision soon.

Heard that Daryl West, noxious
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weed director, has agreed to handle
taking samplesfromthesewer lagoons
at Northern Sun under thedirection of
asupervisor from Haysuntil hecanbe
certified by the state. Thisisexpected
to beeffectiveon May 1.

“1 am gamefor another challenge,”
West told the commissioners.

Heardfrom Crystal Linsner that the
state has cancel ed the househol d haz-
ardouswastetraining she had planned
to attend.

Shesaid thereisanother one sched-
uledinMay, but sheisnot surethiswill
work out.

She said the state officials said that
without the training, the only way
Sherman County coulddoacollection
would be to have someone from an-
other county who has been trained
cometo supervise.

Linsner said she felt the peoplein
Hayswouldbewillingtohelpwiththe
first collection.

Approved an application form for
anyonewhoisinterestedinservingon
acounty board or commission. They
plantoestablishalist of al theboards
in the courthouse to let people know
what boardsthereareand whoisserv-
ing on each.

Themeeting adjourned at 9:55a.m.
Thenext commission meeting will be
8 a.m. Tuesday in the commission
roomonthemainfloor of the Sherman
County courthouse, 813 Broadway
Ave.

Sherrer
a possible
candidate

GOVERNOR, from Page 1

choice. Gov. Bill Graves, amoderate,
cannot seek athirdtermunder theKan-
sas Constitution.

“*The moderate wing of the party
seemsto havealot of troublefinding e
candidate it can settle on,” said Sen.
Derek Schmidt, R-Independence, &
moderate.

Shallenburger and Wichita Mayor
Bob Knight still are in the GOP race.
Lt. Gov. Gary Sherrerisconsidering
run, as is House Speaker Kent
Glasscock, Stovall’ slieutenant gover-
nor running mate.

Sherrer said Friday that he planstc
make an announcement early next
week.

He said the weekend will give him
time to talk with family and friends
about apossible campaign.

““It’s my timetable, not anyone
else’s,” Sherrer said.

Senate President DaveKerr planstc
announce hisintentionsafter the L eg-
islature ends its session in May. Sen.
David Adkins, of Leawood, nhow &
Republican candidatefor attorney gen-
eral, would not ruleout thegovernor’s
race Wednesday.

Shallenburger said heviewsSherrer
asalikely candidateevenif Glasscock
decidesto run, and that thereisagood
chance Kerr will enter therace.

“I still think not everybody isinthe
race,”” hesaid.

Astheonly announced Democratic
candidate, |nsurance Commissioner
Kathleen Sebeliusno oppositionsofar.

Many GOP moderates arguethat as
a conservative nominee, Shallen-
burger would be unable to unite the
party, allowing Sebeliustowin. Some
moderate leaders, including Graves
and Sherrer, wanted the party to unite
behind a single candidate to have &
better chanceof capturingthenomina-
tion.

But Sherrer said heisnot suremod-
erates can unite.

“I don’'t know if there’sabig game
plan at thispoint,” Sherrer said.

Sofar, prominent moderateshaven't
viewed Knight asbeingintheir camp.

Budget sent;
money needed

TOPEKA (AP) — Senators have
accomplished their goal of sending &
budget to the House for its consider-
ation.

Now they must find the money to
fundit.

On a 22-18 vote, the Senate ap-
proved a plan that would narrow the
state’ s estimated $700 million budget
gap to somewhere between $306 mil-
lionand $416 million at theend of the
next fiscal year, depending on how
much lawmakerstakefromthestate’s
rainy day funds. Fiscal 2003 begins
July 1.

In explaining their votes, few sena-
torscalled the budget bill good public
policy.

“I vote no,” said Sen. Christine
Downey, D-Newton, “ becausel didn’t
get adarn thing | wanted.”

Sen. Robert Tyson, R-Parker, an-
other no vote, said: “ Our number one
priority isnot to any agency or depart-
ment. It'sto the taxpayers.”
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Farm and Ranch

Other finelistings:

1528 Colorado Lots - Westmoor Acres
810 Center 605 E. 5th

1323 Caldwell 1019 Caldwell

241 Cherry 815 Harrison (pending)

(Price Reduced)  Lots Toelkes

301 Center L ots Broadway

802 E. 5th 1506 Center

403 & 411 Cherry 217 N. Kennedy

1311 Arcade Sharon Springs (Duplex)
808 W. 9th

924 E. 6th

MLS.

924 E. 6th

This emaculate 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch brick home offers a spacious
18x2| Family room wifireplace, w/bar area complete with hot tub,
separate dining room, spare room for office, den or 4th bedroom.
Covered 13x36 patio, Privacy fence, cent. heat & air and double car
garage. Total sg. footage 2641. A must see. Call Joyce 1-866-899-0555

Call Joyceto look at
any of these fine houses.

115 E. 9th » Goodland, Kansas
jbboe@wwwebservice.net
www.joneslandco.com ¢ (785) 899-0500

“"** Robert Jones/owner/broker « (785) 899-6135
Joyce Boehme/residential agent « (785) 899-3548

524 E. Hwy 24 (Com.) 121 W. 11th
7005 Cty. Rd. 5 (pending) 17th & Montanalots (u/c)

702 Sherman 1104 Cherry

1312 Harrison 1501 Caldwell
1003 E. Hwy 24 (Com.) 408 W. 11th

318 Broadway 1108 Caldwell (u/c)
904 Cherry (Price Reduced)
1976 Mobilehome 126 N Clark

528 W. 13th 850 Centennial Dr.

910 Main (Commercial)
120 Clark
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